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GRATEFUL FAMILY…Westfield High School student Anna Reid, left, shares
a special moment with three-year-old Lia Simitz and her mother, Tina Simitz, of
Garwood after recently saving Lia from choking using the Heimlich maneuver
she learned during a Red Cross babysitter-training course she took with her Girl
Scout troop.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
FINAL SUMMER THRILLS...With the opening of school  two weeks away, kids of all ages enjoy the waning days of summer
vacation, including these kids at Bowcraft Amusement Park on Route 22 in Scotch Plains.

P. Justin Fahey for The Westfield Leader
ON THE WAY TO MARKET...Bailed aluminum is pictured here at Giordano’s
recycling facility in Newark.

WHS Student Uses Heimlich
To Save Choking Toddler
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – For 15-year-old
Anna Reid, the life-saving skills
she had learned as a Girl Scout
some four years ago kicked in im-
mediately earlier this month – en-
abling her to rescue a choking tod-
dler in her care.

The Westfield High School rising
sophomore was babysitting two
children – 3-year-old Lia Simitz
and her 5-year-old brother, Mat-

thew, at the youngsters’ Garwood
home August 2 around lunchtime
when the little girl began to choke
on her food.

“When Lia began to choke on a
big bite of pizza, she stopped breath-
ing and her face turned bright red,”
Anna recounted for The Westfield
Leader last week. “I got behind her
and hit her back between her shoul-
der blades five times, and when that
didn’t work, I pressed into her ab-
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Pres. Church Working to Preserve
Revolutionary Cem. Head Stones

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Editor’s Note: This article in no
way attempts to give the complete
history of The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield or its Revolutionary
era cemetery. The story just de-
scribes the effort the cemetery com-
mittee is making to conserve and
preserve the older stones, which
have fallen into disrepair.

The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield has been overseeing a
preservation project for the colo-
nial cemetery, located directly
across the street from the church on
Mountain Avenue.

“We are in the process of main-
taining, conserving and preserving

the broken and decaying headstones,
many of which are over 200 years
old,” said Lee Hale, a member of the
church’s cemetery committee.

“Major renovation work began in
2009, when the church replaced the
chainlink fence surrounding the
cemetery,” added Dave Rogers, an-
other member of the committee. He
said a steel fence has replaced the
chainlink fence.

All of the church’s lay founders
and early parishioners are buried
there. The 40 acres of church prop-
erty, which includes the cemetery,
were purchased in 1734 from Will-
iam Miller and John Robinson for
20 pounds. The first person to be
buried in the cemetery was an in-
fant, Noah Miller, in the 1730s.

Now, there are more than 1,000
persons buried there. The first place
of worship was a log house at 231
Benson Place. The church at East
Broad Street and Mountain Avenue
was built in the 1770s.

“The cemetery has five sections;
the first two are up to the Civil War,
two back sections are family sec-
tions, and the fifth is a cremains
area that is active today,” Mr. Hale
said. “This section has in-ground
burials and flat markers.”

Mr. Rogers said, “The only way
to prevent headstones from decay-
ing or turning to dust is by taking
them indoors, identify them, tran-
scribe the epitaphs and take photos,
wrap them in plastic, bury them in
the original plots and keep a refer-
ence book at the church.” This
would only be done with the ones
deemed irreparable. He said that
the old brownstone markers shatter
and fall apart in layers that are not
easy to repair, and the marble ones
decay. It is unclear if the graves will
have any kind of marker.

Mr. Hale said that over $150,000
has already been used on restora-
tion of the cemetery. He said that
some money came from the church
and the rest were gifts from private
donors. He also said to completely
restore each stone would be very
costly, about $600 each, and would
not be possible. Mr. Hale said that
125 have already been conserved.
The conservator is MMC, a com-
pany from Philadelphia, which also
is working at the cemetery of the
First Presbyterian Church in Eliza-
beth. Mr. Hale also said that the
conservator is contracted to do 52
more stones that are reparable. “We
have 180 that we have identified,”
Mr. Hale said.

“The issue is that these cemeter-
ies haven’t been shepherded, and
there is not enough money to do it,”
Mr. Hale added. When asked about
the National Historic Preservation
Trust, Mr. Hale said, “Oh, it takes a
long time to get funds from them.”

Pamela Bush, a former Westfield
resident, a lifelong member of the
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Towns Efforts Have UC
Third In State Recycling

By P. JUSTIN FAHEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – While it has been 25 years
since New Jersey passed the Manda-
tory Recycling Act, a lot more goes
into recycling than one might think
when throwing away that last soda
can or plastic water bottle.

Guy Watson, chief of the Bureau of
Recycling and Planning at the New
Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP), said his depart-
ment sets recycling guidelines. In
addition, it is responsible for setting
goals and keeping statistics for coun-
ties and municipalities. Mr. Watson
estimated that in 2010, the last year
for which statistics are available, 13
million tons of solid waste was re-
cycled in New Jersey. This includes
“Class A” recyclables, which is com-
mon household recycling, as well as
other classes like brush and leaves,
asphalt and pavement from road
projects, commercial recycling and
even grease from restaurant fryers.

According to Mr. Watson, the DEP
also calculates recycling tonnage

grants, money that goes back to coun-
ties and municipalities based on total
tonnage recycled. The money for
these grants comes from a $3-per-ton
solid waste tax, which is levied at
New Jersey solid waste facilities to
which materials are brought for dis-
posal.

 “Ninety percent goes back to coun-
ties and towns,” Mr. Watson said.
Each recyclable also has a specific
rate corresponding to it which is based
on “the amount of effort it takes a
town to recycle it,” Mr. Watson ex-
plained. “For instance, curbside re-
cycling takes more effort because a
town is responsible to get a carting
service to do it. However, asphalt is
simply a by-product of paving a road,
which takes less effort, so the rate for
asphalt is less than that for bottles and
cans.”

After the state sets guidelines, the
counties get involved. JoAnn
Gemenden, Union County’s recycling
coordinator, is responsible for the
county’s recycling activities. She said
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From the archives of The Westfield Leader
MAKEOVER...Over $150,000 has already been used on the restoration of the
cemetery owned by The Presbyterian Church in Westfield. The church has been
overseeing the preservation project for the colonial cemetery, located directly
across the street from the church on Mountain Avenue.

Mountainside Awards Contracts,
OKs Fire Truck Purchase

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Borough Council offi-
cially approved several measures,
Tuesday night, held over from its
recent work session, including the
purchase of a new fire pumper truck
for the borough as covered in a recent
edition of The Westfield Leader. The
cost of the $420,000 truck will be
paid through the issue of a bond.

The council then approved the
donation of $500 for the
Mountainside Parent-Teacher
Association’s (PTA) Fall Festival.
The PTA Fall Festival is an annual
event with games, rides and other
activities geared toward the chil-
dren of the borough. The festival

will be held on Saturday, October
13, at Deerfield Elementary School
from 2 to 4 p.m.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion approving the authorization for
borough officials to apply for a mu-
nicipal drug alliance grant from the
State of New Jersey’s Department
of Human Services Division. The
grant is dedicated to curtailing con-
trolled dangerous substance abuse,
alcohol abuse and drug overdose in

the state.
As stated in a report submitted by

the Governor’s Council on Alco-
holism and Drug Abuse, “Munici-
pal Alliances are established by
municipal ordinance and engage
residents, local government and law
enforcement officials, schools, non-
profit organizations, the faith com-
munity, parents, youth and other
allies in efforts to prevent alcohol-
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Freeholders OK Additional
Spending at Galloping Hill

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – County residents
criticized the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders last Thurs-
day over increased costs the board
approved for improvements at Gal-
loping Hill Golf Course in
Kenilworth.

The board approved an increase of
$362,409 to the construction manage-
ment contract of KemperSports Man-
agement, a golf management com-
pany based in Illinois that manages
Galloping Hill as well as the Ash Brook
Golf Course in Scotch Plains, to $2.1
million. Construction is well under-
way on a $15-million, 45,000-square-
foot clubhouse/banquet facility and
learning center at Galloping Hill.

In addition, Rees Jones, Inc. of
Montclair was given a four-month,
$181,000 contract for design and
construction management services
for bunker and tee renovations at
Galloping Hill.

Garwood resident Bruce Pater-
son called the cost of the construc-
tion management contract “a total
rip-off,” noting the contract was
originally for $1 million, which he
also thought was excessive.

“This turns into such a waste of
money. All it is, is professional fees;
$2 million for who the heck knows
what,” Mr. Paterson said.

Armando Sanchez, director of
golf operations for the county, said
the initial contract included design
engineering and construction man-
agement and has now needed two
change orders; the first was for

$700,000, “which we anticipated
we were going to get through the
project” with. He said the addi-
tional $362,400 is needed because
the project had to be extended four
months “beyond what we had an-
ticipated.” He said the scope of the
utilities also had to be changed,
such as the gas, electrical and water
hookups.

On the bunkers, Mr. Sanchez said
the county had planned to renovate
the bunkers and tees that “have been
around for 20 years; they need to be
redone.” He said the improvements
would speed up play at the course
and noted the work will include
drainage and irrigation as well as
positioning the bunkers so they are
“easier and more friendly for the
golfer.”

“Didn’t we just spend a boatload
of money to put in new sand and fix
those bunkers last year?” questioned
Cranford resident Jim Buettner.

With all the money being spent at
Galloping Hill, he questioned what
improvements are to be made to
Ash Brook, which he said seems to
have become the “stepchild of the
Union County Parks System.”

Mr. Sanchez said the main chal-
lenge at Ash Brook is a lack of
available water in order to irrigate
the course. He said state regula-
tions limit the course to pump out
100,000 gallons daily from its well
system because the golf course is
on designated wetlands.

John Bury of Kenilworth called
bunkers on a golf course “a haz-
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