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Farley Field in Scotch Plains
proved to be a field too far for St.
Joseph, as it just could not leg
out a run after the third inning,
while St. Killian plated three in
the sixth inning to break a 4-4 tie
and to claim a 7-4 victory in St.
Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League action on August 8.

Dave Hackett hacked a two-
run home run and Stan
Lesniewski lashed an RBI single
to push St. Killian past the Joe
boys in the bottom of the sixth
inning, and pitcher Howie Bialos
withstood John Veglia’s double
in the top of the seventh provide
the victory.

St. Killian, who had been and
still are the bottom feeders of the
Angels Division, could not buy a
victory for most of the season
but have won four games in the
past few weeks and seek to peak
by playoff time, which begins
today.

St. Joseph, on the other hand,
appear to be plunging toward
the bottom of the Saints Division
and must be looking for an op-
portunity to run the table once
the playoffs begin.

St. Killian totaled 14 hits, and
in addition to Hackett’s homer,
Tom Baldowski (1-for-2, walk, 2
runs scored), also bashed a solo
homer in the third. Tom Grycan
and Mike Flanagan (2 RBI) each
went 3-for-3. Harry Semple
slashed a pair of singles and
scored once. Gerry Riepe and
Bialos each singled and scored
once. Jason Semple singled and
Matt Daly walked and scored
once.

St. Joseph had 11 hits, and
veteran Tom Ulichny led the team
with three singles and a run
scored in three at-bats. Veglia
also singled and scored once.
Rich Pitonzo (RBI) singled twice.

Dean Talcott and Steve Mavrakes
each tapped an RBI single. Mike
Abram and Brendan McNamara
each singled and scored once.
Bob McGuiness had an RBI sacri-
fice fly.

St. Joseph pulled off a bizarre
double play when centerfielder
Jason Semple snagged a fly ball
and fired to second in time to
snare Flanagan, who must have

thought he was playing in a dif-
ferent century. However he could
be forgiven since he had played
many years with the Vintage
Elizabeth Resolutes, who play an
1860s/70s barehanded style of
“base ball”.

Old habits took a while to break
when Flanagan grabbed a fly ball
in right field and began to resort
to his barehanded style. His

teammates, however, turned a
pair of double plays in modern
fashion. Shortstop Riepe initi-
ated a second-to-first double
play, and second baseman
Lesniewski initiated a second-
to-first double play. Both plays
involved first baseman Harry
Semple.

St. Joseph drew first blood with
a run in the top of the first when

Abram singled over short, Ulichny
chopped a single to right and
McGuiness lofted an RBI sac fly
to center.

Killian responded with three in
the bottom of the inning. Riepe
ripped a leadoff single. Daly and
Baldowski both walked to load
the bases, and Flanagan slapped
a two-run single to right.
Baldowski also scored on the play
when the ball was mishandled.

Veglia led off the second with a
single, and as McNamara stepped
to the plate, McGuinnes shouted,
“Stay hot. Brendan! Stay hot!”

McNamara looped a single over
first, and McGuiness added, “Way
to go Brendan.”

The cheering helped as Talcott
tapped an RBI single and
Mavarkes added an RBI
groundout to knot the score. The
Joe boys then took a 4-3 lead in
the third. Ulichny singled and
later advanced into scoring posi-
tion when Brian William’s caught
fly ball was overthrown on its
way back to the infield. Ulichny
then scored on Pitonzo’s single.

“Way to make that overthrow
hurt. Otherwise nothing would
have happened,” Ulichny said.

In the bottom of the third,
Baldowski bashed his shot into
left-center and managed to beat
the relay for his solo homer.

“You had half the bench saying
stay, and you had the rest saying
go,” Baldowski explained.

After Lesniewski turned his
double play in the sixth to send
the Joe boys to the field, Hackett
hammered his two-run shot, and
Lesniewski added his RBI single
to bring Bialos home with the
seventh and final run.
St. Joseph 121 000 0 4
St. Killian 301 003 x 7

BALDOWSKI, HACKETT HR; FLANAGAN 3-FOR-3, 2 RBI; MAVRAKES GOES 4-FOR-4, SCORES 2

St. Killian Breaks Tie in 6th, Stuns Struggling St. Joe, 7-4
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CAUGHT IN THE ACT…St. Killian’s Mike Flanagan, left, slips back to second base but is doubled up anyhow when St.
Joe’s Brian Williams steps on the bag first after a fly out to center in the first inning.
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