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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Familiar faces got together once
again to do battle for the Scotch
Plains Men’s Softball League A
Division title, but this time top-
seeded Stage House and sec-
ond-seeded Charlie Brown’s
squared off in a doubleheader at
Vo-Tech in Scotch Plains on Au-
gust 7.

Prior to the showdown, Stage
House veteran Emidio Monaco, a
1982 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School graduate who has
been with the league 30 years
and has garnered plenty of cham-
pionships under several spon-
sors, said, “We have been in
eight or nine. I think it’s about
seven with several sponsors.”

It came as no surprise to the
Stage House that they would be
facing Charlie Brown’s for the
title since the two have faced
each other for the title the past
several years. Charlie Brown’s
under the name of Park Bever-
age won the title in 2010, but the
Stage House, after being drudged
in the first game, came back to
win the next two games and to
reclaim the crown that it had won
for several years prior.

“We were preparing the whole
time that it was going to be
them. Until someone else proves
otherwise, it’s always we two.
Last year, we came back and
swept a doubleheader to take it,”
Monaco said.

Stage House veteran Tim Walsh
added, “Although we lost most of
the young guns from last year,

it’s still the same core of about
seven guys who keep rebuilding
and keep finding ways to win. I
like the recipe of a little old, a
little young and I hope to repeat.”

Semi-veteran Jeff Bendix of
Charlie Brown’s, who played for
Westfield High School (2000
grad), said, “I have been here
seven years and won the cham-
pionship once. We lost to these
guys a bunch of times. We are
hoping to win it again this year.”

The Stage House had another
dash of pressure on the line, an
undefeated season.

“I have never been a part of an
undefeated team in this league.
To my knowledge, there has only
been one undefeated team ever
and that was Fred’s Deli back in
the 70s early 80s. As far as
pressure, this is probably the
best team that I have been a
part of in this league,” said Walsh,
who also won 15 titles with
Russell Road (Fanwood League)
and eight with The Mattress Fac-
tory (Westfield League).

Well! The Stage House was
indeed prepared for Game 1 and
trampled Charlie Brown’s 19-3
in seven innings, plating 10 runs
in the bottom of the first inning
and adding three in the second
and six in the third, before being
harnessed the remainder of the
way. Game 2, however, proved
to be much more of a chore, but
the Stage House eked out a 10-
9 victory to claim the champion-
ship and complete its season
with a 17-0 record.

Tony Wargo was the thunder

maker in Game 1 as he ham-
mered a grand slam home run, an
RBI triple and an RBI single for
the Stage men. Pitcher Mo Wright
went 4-for-4 with four RBI and a
run scored. Andrew Michinard
ripped three singles, scored twice
and added an RBI. Ed Zazzali had
three hits, three RBI and two runs
scored. Rob Harder rapped a two-
run single, an RBI single and
scored twice. Jon Lehberger (2
hits, RBI) and PJ Dowling each
scored three times. Todd Simo
doubled, singled, scored once and
added an RBI.

Charlie Brown’s totaled 14 hits
in Game 1, and Dan Samila (3-
for-3, run scored, RBI) had the
only extra-base hit, a triple. Kevin
Woodring slapped three singles
and scored once. Kevin Spellman
and Pete Samila each had two
hits and an RBI. Brady Lau singled
twice and scored once. Matt
Walsh and Billy Aumenta each
singled.

Defensively, second baseman
Zazzali scooped a grounder,
stepped on second for a force out
and fired to first to complete a
double play. Third baseman
Dowling turned a second-to-first
double play, and first baseman
Mark Nies made two extended
stretches to record putouts.

Charlie Brown outfielder
Woodring made a fine catch, and
leftfielder Matt Walsh made a
pair of fine grabs, as did right
fielder Gus Alvarez, whose final
grab was a slick snatch of a foul
ball that began to wander over
the sideline fence.

The Stage House amassed 10
runs on eight hits in the first
inning that was capped by
Wargo’s grand slam that whizzed
past the leftfielder and the

centerfielder. In the second,
Michinard and Dowling tapped
singles, Zazzali lofted an RBI
sacrifice fly, Lehberger singled
and Wright ripped a two-run
single past short.

Six more Stage House men gal-
loped across the plate in the third.
Simo and Nies each singled.
Michinard yanked an RBI single.
Harder later lined a two-run single,
Wright chopped an RBI single and
Wargo drilled an RBI single.

From that point onward, Charlie
Brown’s revamped its entire de-
fensive scheme, beginning with
Dan Samila, who replaced his
brother Pete on the mound.

Dan Samila remained on the
mound in Game 2 and managed
to give the Stage House head-
aches, while his team grabbed a
4-0 lead entering the top of the
fourth inning. The Stage House
plated a run then erupted for five

in the fifth to take a 6-4 lead, but
Charlie Brown’s knotted the score
in the bottom of the sixth.

Both teams added a run in the
seventh then the Stage men
added two runs in the eighth and
another in the ninth to take a 10-
7 lead. Charlie Brown’s added a
pair in the bottom of the ninth,
but the Stage House held up for
the win.

Wargo, Lehberger and Wright
led the Stage men with three hits
apiece. Lehberger at shortstop,
Zazzali at second and Scotty
Savarese in center held up the
defense.

Tim Walsh provided informa-
tion for Game 2.

GAME 1:
Charlie Brown’s    0 000 030 3
Stage House (10) 360 00x 19

GAME 2
Stage House 000 150 121 10
Charlie Brown’s 112 002 102 9

WARGO WHACKS GRAND SLAM, HAS 6 RBI IN GAME 1; WRIGHT GOES 4-FOR-4, WITH 4 RBI

Stage House Wins A Division, Jars Charlie Brown’s in Two

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ADVANCING TO SECOND ON TIME…Charlie Brown’s Kevin Woodring,
No. 23, advances to second as Stage House shortstop Jon Lehberger receives the
throw in Game 1 at Vo-Tech Field in Scotch Plains.


