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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Care Free Days Are Nearly Over
For Kids, Parents as Schools Open
Time to break out the pens and pencils, books,

smart phones, laptops, tweets and backpacks, brand
new school clothes and lunch money. Soon, it’s back
to school for area kids, meaning the carefree days of
summer are over – not only for the youngsters, but
also for their parents. It’s been more than two months
since homework worries, book report angst, missed
rides, early morning and after-school practices, show-
and-tell crises, sicknesses – real and imagined, good
and bad hair days and all the other emergencies of
the moment have reared their ugly heads.

But the next couple of weeks should also be a time
of pride for parents as they watch their offspring – a
year older and, hopefully, wiser than last September
– head off for what may be their very first day of

school, their entry into high school or the first day of
their pivotal senior year of high school. Of course,
countless families have already bade some tearful
farewells to their adult children as they set off for
college.

The years tend to fly by quicker than many of us
would like, so, between the day-to-day events, some
of them frustrating – like trying to explain algebra to
a teary-eyed sixth grader or hastily slapping together
a plaster topography map of some foreign country or
waking early to drive someone to a predawn swim
practice – parents should remember that these days
and these responsibilities won’t last forever. And for
many parents, the wish will be that they could last
indefinitely.

Westfield Chose Not to End ‘Gaming’
Of the System by Part-Time Attorneys

Garwood Project Is
$2.75 Million

Your caption under the picture (The
Westfield Leader, August 9th) of our
current baseball facility gives a cost
for our project at $3.2 million. This is
incorrect.

Though the bond ordinance is in-
deed $3.2 million, that is actually for
a refinance of outstanding “old notes”
in an amount of $465,516, (which
have nothing to do with the project)
along with the athletic complex costs
of $2,750,000.

So the caption should read that the
proposed complex is at a cost of
$2,750,000.

The actual amount being borrowed
is $1,400,000. The rest is coming
from over $1 million in grants,
$630,000 capital surplus and $42,000
in reserve appropriation.

Patricia Quattrocchia
Garwood Mayor

Councilman Della Fera wrote a
forceful response to my letter. He
says that facts are important to him.
In that spirit, I give you a list of facts:

The fact is that the phrase “gaming
the system” came straight from the
comptrollers report [1] and the 2005
“Report of the Benefits Review Task
Force”[2], which the Comptroller
cites. The documented legislative in-
tent of the laws establishing the state
pension system was to provide pen-
sions for full-time career employees.
Attorneys found a way around that
intent to generate large pensions for
themselves by working part-time for
22 years and full-time for three years.
For both of those reports, that consti-
tuted gaming the system.

The fact is that both the 2005 re-
port as well as the 1998 “State Com-
mission of Investigation Report on
Pension and Benefit Abuses” cited
the way part-time attorneys got these
pensions as one of the top changes
needed to fix the system. The prac-
tices we are debating are listed near
the top of both reviews as one of the
principle contributing factors to the
systems financial woes.

The pension system was meant for
career employees. Abuses by the po-
litically well-connected are more than
simply inappropriate; they erode the
integrity of the system. [2]

The fact is that the town always had
the choice of removing the part-time
attorneys from the pension system
simply by hiring them on retainer
and not as employees.

The fact is that the comptroller com-
pared a list of municipal and board of
education attorneys for all local gov-
ernment units (LGUs) to the pension
system enrollment list and found only
228 of the 1170 LGU’s had their pri-
mary attorney in the pension system
after 2007. The report states, “We sent
survey letters to 58 of the 228 local
units”[1]. The 58 units surveyed were
chosen specifically because they had
a principle attorney in the pension
system. The 58 were never intended to
be representative of the state as a whole.
Any conclusion about how many
towns were confused about the 2007
rule change based on the fact that 57
out of those 58 were confused is logi-
cally wrong.

The fact is that “OSC’s investiga-
tion revealed that none of the sur-
veyed local units performed and docu-
mented the comprehensive multi-fac-
tor analysis required to support the
continued enrollment of
professionals…In response to our
draft report, a few local units belat-
edly prepared an analysis, but those
analyses generally were incom-
plete”[1]. Westfield was one of the
surveyed units.

These are the facts: The pension
system has large unfunded obliga-
tions. Every state level review of the
system called for the end to the prac-
tice of “gaming” the system by part-
time attorneys. Westfield chose not
to end the practice. There was sub-
stantial notice to the town that the
rules changed in 2007 with instruc-
tions to do a careful analysis and to
maintain documentation of the re-
sults. Westfield did not. As a govern-
ment of humans we make mistakes. It
is important for us to admit them,
learn from them, and when appropri-
ate correct them. As stewards of the
public finances we should ensure that

we didn’t inappropriately enroll
people into the pension system. To do
so is simple and free. We should fill
out the form asking the IRS to make
the termination for us. We should
then inform the Division of Pension
Benefits of any corrections that need
to be made. The taxpayers should
expect no less of us.

[1] State Of New Jersey, Office Of-
fice of The State Comptroller Investi-
gative Report, Improper Participation
By Professional Service Providers In
The State Pension System, A. Mat-
thew Boxer Comptroller, July 17, 2012

[2] State of New Jersey Benefits
Review Task Force, The Report of
the Benefits Review Task Force to
Acting Governor Richard J. Codey,
December 1, 2005

David Haas
Westfield Councilman

Family Wants Home Remembered for
Rich History, Not Paranormal Activity

I am writing to The Westfield Leader
newspaper with a story my family
hopes will interest you. We recently
came across an article online from
the Westfield Senior High School
newspaper, The Hi’s Eye, dated Feb-
ruary 6, 2012. The article, “Prospect’s
Historically Haunted House,” de-
scribes the “house at the end of Pros-
pect Street” as one of the creepiest
aspects of Westfield’s history. Our
family was distressed after reading
the article, which discusses local
youth’s paranormal experiences at
the location. This home was in our
family for a century before my grand-
mother had to sell it in 2006 due to
her advanced age.

It was built by her parents in the
early 1900’s, and she lived on the
property for almost her entire life.
Caroline Stephens Holt died in
Westfield in 2010 at the age of 93.

It has come to our attention that the
home, now abandoned, has become a
paranormal hot spot among the local
Westfield and surrounding town
youths. Apparently, there are tres-
passers there every single day ex-
ploring the now dilapidated house
and extensive grounds in search of
“lost souls” haunting the address.
Since no one but members of our
family have ever lived there, we as-
sume these must be our departed loved
ones.

Obviously, we are concerned that
the home’s rich history has been lost
in favor of more sensational stories.
We would like to change the percep-
tion of this home among the Westfield
community in memory of Caroline
and William Holt, the life long resi-
dents of 1485 Prospect Street.

After reading the article in the Hi’s
Eye, four members of our family
wrote to Principal Renwick express-
ing our frustration with how the home

was being depicted. Principal Peter
Renwick was very considerate of our
feelings, and promised to do every-
thing he could to rectify the situation.

We are also hoping your paper will
take an interest in the story. We sin-
cerely want this home to be remem-
bered for its rich history, and not for
the paranormal activity thought to be
occurring.

I have copied the letter I wrote to
Principal Renwick. It details the his-
tory of the house and the people who
lived there. We have also found a You
Tube video of some Westfield teens
giving a tour of the abandoned house.

We found this video even more
upsetting than the article.

Our family thanks you in advance
for any help your paper can give us in
rehabilitating the memory of our be-
loved Briar Patch. I have attached a
picture of the Briar Patch in better
days (1944).

Leslie Winkler
granddaughter

Scottsdale, Ariz.

cc: Alice Ryan (daughter of
Caroline and William Holt); Betty
Holt (daughter-in-law of Caroline
and William Holt); Jessica Kane
(granddaughter of Caroline and Wil-
liam Holt); Caroline Deiley (great-
granddaughter of Caroline and Wil-
liam Holt)

Prospect St. BriarPatch, 1944

Who Is Taking Responsibility For
Galloping Hill Building Costs?

As an avid golfer and long-time
Union County resident, I wanted to
call your attention to the current state
of golf in our county. First, let me
begin by stating that it is wonderful to
see that the county is devoting so
many resources into the golf commu-
nity so that we can showcase our
public facilities. It was barely three
years ago, that one of our favorites,
Oak Ridge Golf Course, was closed
due to budgetary restraints. I say “fa-
vorite” because for many seniors like
myself, Oak Ridge was a perfect
walking course, unlike Galloping Hill
or Ashbrook, that can be very strenu-
ous for walking.

Now, in what appears to be a mon-
etary turnaround, the county is put-
ting perhaps as much as $15 million
into a new expansive clubhouse and
learning center at Galloping Hill Golf
Course. I say $15 million because
that is what is being reported in the
press, and since no one seems to be
taking responsibility for the building
costs, I must assume that it is Union
County that is funding a majority of
the building and the learning center.

While we see that Galloping Hill
will be hosting a New Jersey State
Public Links and State Open in 2015,
one can only wonder how much rev-
enue such events bring into the area.
It’s not like having a PGA Tour event
at the facility (as is happening with
The Barclays this year being played
at Bethpage State Park on Long Is-
land). Yes, a few players might drift
over from Manhattan or Staten Is-
land occasionally to try the course,
but a $15-million return means a lot
of players need to come, while at the
same time shutting out us loyal Union
County golfers who have supported
the course all these years.

The hosting of an outside tourna-
ment also takes away county resi-
dents’ tee times. What I have found
particularly frustrating is that no one,
whether it be the Freeholders, Kemper
Sports, or even the New Jersey State
Golf Association, has provided a clear
explanation of how and where the
funding is coming from.

We heard at a press conference last
year that the county would be em-
ploying 100 workers as a result of the
project, but yet at the same event, the
catering was provided by a company
from another county. So much for the

jobs going to our local county busi-
nesses.

By the way, did anyone see the
RFPs for the clubhouse work? I won-
der how many Union County busi-
nesses were aware that this project
was up for bid. Hmmm. Furthermore,
TaylorMade, who proclaims itself the
current leader in the golf industry,
and has its name plastered all over the
learning center, but did they pay for
its construction or are they merely
paying rent to the county based upon
net revenues?

Again, no comment and nothing
was reported to us. I feel that the
residents of this county, and beyond,
deserve a true accounting of how this
public facility is financing this con-
struction. It’s something we are owed
as golfers, residents and taxpayers.
Isn’t it?

Lowell Schmidt
Westfield

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Al Mirabella, chair
amirabella@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Baccate – Bearing berries
2. Nisus – An effort or endeavor
3. Lavolta – An old dance somewhat

resembling the waltz
4. Arachis – The common peanut

BRUMMAGEM
1. Anything cheap and gaudy such as

imitation jewelry
2. A medieval cannon on wheels
3. A nagging, scolding woman
4. Small number; insufficiency

VAFROUS
1. Salty; saline
2. Nomadic; roving
3. Not capable of being measured or

weighed
4. Crafty or cunning

DIAPHANOUS
1. Producing dew
2. Transparent or translucent
3. Wanting; needy
4. Discolored or blackened as if by

burning
BAWBEE

1. An old work horse
2. An Eskimo coat made of bird feath-

ers
3. Wobbling or walking in a swaying

manner
4. A half penny or small coin

See more letters on page 5

For info, see
www.goleader.com/help

 "I will gladly pay you
Tuesday for a

hamburger today",
Wimpy

‘Free Money Folly’ Continues to
Captivate and Decapitate

Governments at all levels continue to represent
debt as “Free Money.” Just last night, the Garwood
Council passed $3 million (bond, grant and cash) for
an athletic complex for the borough. Westfielders
will be asked to vote on $17 million of “Free Money”
on September 24 by the school system.

The Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority has blessed
the public with $250 million of “Free Money.” The
Union County Freeholders are trying to deal with the
effects of “Free Money Folly.” Over the last decade,
their debt soared to over $560 million. To forestall
decapitating more workers, the county is reigning in
costs at Runnells Specialized Hospital and the county
jail. The county’s golf operations were turned over
to a national firm out of Illinois several years ago and
a number of Runnells’ departments have been turned
over to outside companies in the past few months.

The county is also studying operations of the
Watchung Stables in Mountainside and will be re-
viewing the proposed new “Free Money” skating
center at Oak Ridge in Clark with the intent of
privatizing those operations.

Worthy “Free Money” projects have included
state-of-the-all new buildings such as the county
police and clerk’s complex in Westfield, the engi-
neering division and Ponderosa projects in Scotch
Plains.

The county is using millions of “Free Money” on
adding turf and lights to soccer fields in Linden and
Elizabeth. Why aren’t the towns paying for these
projects?

The plans for a $38-million project at Oak Ridge
Park in Clark, highlighted by a $16-million skating
center, according to the Union County Parks Master
Plan, is more of the same “Free Money Folly.” Is it
a priority to spend $300,000 for a barrier-free play-

ground, $300,000 for a water spray park, $200,000
for a skateboard park, $500,000 for restrooms,
$150,000 for tennis courts and $1 million for a
wetlands pond?

The county is seeking an $8-million matching
grant on this project and has earmarked $1.6 million
in its capital budget for 2013. Do grants come from
other “Free Money” sources?

The freeholders are set tonight to approve a
$900,000 construction management contract for the
project.

The $38 million is only 40 percent of $105 million
planned “Free Money” upgrade for the entire county
parks system. This includes $8.3 million for the
Watchung Reservation, $2 million at Nomahegan
Park in Cranford and $3.8 million at Echo Lake Park
in Mountainside. A total of $11.5 million for the
Parks Master Plan has been budgeted in the county’s
capital budget over the next six years. Are we to
assume that the rest will be paid for with “Free
Money?”

Then, there is the $45-million, 78,000-square-
foot family courthouse building, currently under
construction in Elizabeth, which will include six
courtrooms, space for sheriff’s officers, and offices
for the Union County Improvement Authority.

While we applaud governments’ efforts to up-
grade facilities, their spending practices have proven
to be “Free Money Folly.”

Governments have proven they can’t run what
they build — and the taxpayers can’t afford what
they borrow.

With no money left because of “Free Money
Folly,” the feds, state, towns, schools and freehold-
ers are laying off workers.

Don’t lay off the workers; lay off the borrowers.


