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GOP, Dems Comment on Selection of Rep. Paul Ryan as
Vice-Presidential Candidate for Mitt Romney

Union County News

Al Mirabella, Chairman
Union County Freeholder Board

Food banks usually expect to see a
decline in donations over the summer,
when many households are on vaca-
tion. Under normal circumstances,
they also expect to restock their shelves
when donations swing back up again
in the fall. However, this year prom-
ises to be anything but normal.

Despite signs of recovery in the na-
tional economy, local food banks in
Union County are continuing to feel the
impact of other far-reaching trends. Now
more than ever they need our help.

One new factor is the historic
drought that has withered crops across
the nation. It is likely to have an
upward impact on food prices, as
predicted by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture. That will have the twin
effect of driving more households to
rely on food banks while making it
harder for others to donate.

New Jersey’s unemployment rate
also remains stubbornly high. Other
rising costs such as health care, hous-
ing, utilities and transportation have
combined with the aftereffects of the
foreclosure crisis to keep up the pres-
sure on household budgets.

Seniors, the disabled and others on
a fixed income are bearing the burden
of these trends. Working households
that earn too much to qualify for fed-
eral SNAP assistance are also hard hit.

The end result is that more house-
holds have to make choose between
buying food and buying medicine,
paying for housing and utilities, or
getting to and from work.

Food Banks Need Our Help

These kinds of choices are espe-
cially difficult for households with
school-age children, who have addi-
tional needs for appropriate clothing,
school supplies, transportation and
participation in enrichment activities.

Long-term solutions are needed to
address the growing gap between low-
income households and the cost of
basic necessities. But for the here and
now, food banks provide some des-
perately needed breathing room for
Union County residents who are
struggling to make ends meet.

In response to this increased need,
the freeholder board has searched for
ways to help connect more donors
with food banks. One recent success
story has been a partnership between
our Department of Human Services
and local school districts, which we
initiated two years ago.

We designed the school-based drives
as a convenience for donors, who can
drop off supplies when taking their
children to school rather than making
an extra trip to a collection center.

By using county vehicles and per-
sonnel to transport the donations we
have also saved fuel and other trans-
portation expenses for food banks,
enabling them to focus more resources
on providing for those in need.

We hope to continue with this effort
in the coming year, and in the mean-
time I’d like to encourage all Union
County residents to keep an eye out for
food drives in your community, and to
support them whenever you can.

Paul Ryan has had the courage to
do what nobody else in Washington
is willing to do: put solutions on the
table and have a real, adult discussion
about our nation’s crushing debt and
persistent deficits that are killing jobs
and holding back our economy. At a
time when too many in both parties
lack the courage to make tough
choices and put solving problems
ahead of political gain, Paul Ryan is
the right man for the vice-presidency.

Along with Mitt Romney’s experi-
ence creating jobs, running a suc-
cessful business, and leading a state
as governor, Congressman Ryan’s
deep commitment to rescuing our
future from the partisan mistakes of
the past makes Romney-Ryan the
right ticket to bring America’s
economy back.

Tom Kean, Jr. (R)
Senate Minority Leader

Whether it’s making $10,000 bets
or looking awkward pushing a shop-
ping cart, just when you thought Mitt
Romney couldn’t be more out of touch
with the American people, he selects
Congressman Ryan as his running
mate. Mr. Ryan not only proposed to
partially privatize Social Security, not
only proposed cuts to programs that
help the middle class and working
poor, but he also proposed to end
Medicare as we know it.

That kind of cold, methodical cal-
culating might have been great if
Ryan was looking for a spot at Bain
Capital. But it is not what the Ameri-
can people need in a vice-president.
With his selection, Mitt Romney con-
tinues to show that he has the wrong
vision for America.

Steve Sweeney (D)
Senate President

Congressman Ryan speaks hon-
estly about the fiscal challenges that
our country faces. By picking Con-
gressman Ryan, Governor Romney
is showing the American people that
he is committed to solving the debt
crisis that threatens our nation’s fu-
ture.

 Jon Bramnick (R)
Assembly Minority Leader

Paul Ryan is a dedicated, thought-
ful legislator who recognizes that we
must get our fiscal house in order to
restore the promise of America for
future generations.

A friend of mine, Paul brings much-
needed energy and ideas of how to
reform spending and bring about a
balanced federal budget.

In choosing Congressman Ryan as
his running mate, Gov. Romney is
redoubling his commitment to ad-
dress head-on the greatest challenge
of our generation — our nation’s
more than $16 trillion debt.

I congratulate Paul and his family
for his selection by Governor Rom-
ney and congratulate Governor Rom-
ney for choosing a running mate who
will be an excellent vice-president.

Leonard Lance (R)
Congressman

{On Saturday] Congressman Paul
Ryan was named as the vice-presi-

dential choice for Gov. Romney,
bringing the debate squarely into fo-
cus over the far right and extremist
Ryan Budget.

The Ryan Budget even prompted
conservative Newt Gingrich to call
the budget “right-wing social engi-
neering” because it lowers taxes on
millionaires in an attempt to balance
the budget on the backs of seniors,
the middle-class, and hardworking
families.

Congressman  Lance was endorsed
by Ryan in his primary, and Lance
wholeheartedly supported the Ryan
budget — one that guts Medicare,
severely cuts veterans’ benefits, and
limits women’s access to reproduc-
tive healthcare centers.

I suspect Congressman Lance is
very pleased, as  Mitt Romney has
chosen someone so closely aligned
to Congressman Lance’s Tea Party
views. By voting for the Ryan Bud-
get, Congressman Lance endorsed
turning Medicare into a voucher sys-
tem, cutting veterans’ benefits, and
limiting family planning access
through Medicaid cuts — all while
cutting taxes for millionaires.

It’s radical and reckless yet this is
what we have come to expect about
Congressman Lance.

Asm. Upendra Chivukula (D)
Dem Candidate for Congress

The selection of Congressman Paul
Ryan to serve as Mitt Romney’s vice-
presidential running mate is tremen-
dous news for the Republican Party
and I send him my sincerest con-
gratulations. For years, Congressman
Ryan has fearlessly and thoughtfully
led the national debate about how to
forge a better and more prosperous
path for our country with real conser-
vative solutions. President Obama has
not only failed to lead, but also reck-
lessly driven our country into untold
mountains of debt, and Congress-

man Ryan is the strong leader who
will help Mitt Romney get America
back on track.

Samuel Raia (R), Chair
N.J. State GOP Committee

Mitt Romney has chosen the archi-
tect of the radical Republican budget
plan as his running mate. Paul Ryan’s
budget plan made it clear that under
his leadership, America’s middle- and
working-class families are on their
own. Ryan shares Romney’s com-
mitment to cutting taxes for the
wealthy while placing bigger bur-
dens on everyone else.

If you care about the women, chil-
dren, and seniors in your life, you
must not support Paul Ryan. Ryan
co-sponsored legislation to ban in-
vitro fertilization, many forms of birth
control, and all abortions, including
cases of rape or incest. He voted
against the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay
Act, which helps women fight for
equal pay for equal work. Ryan sup-
ports deep cuts to education programs
including Head Start and Pell Grants,
hurting students from pre-school
through college. He wants to turn
Medicare into a voucher program
and has supported privatizing Social
Security, which together would jeop-
ardize the health and financial secu-
rity of millions of seniors.

Mitt Romney and Paul Ryan want
to call themselves America’s Come-
back Team, but just like Chris
Christie’s non-existent ‘Jersey Come-
back,’ their policies will just come
back to haunt the middle class.

Asm. John Wisniewski (D)
N.J. State Dem Chairman

My friend and fellow Wisconsinite
Paul Ryan will serve America admi-
rably as the next vice-president of the
United States. Today, Americans are
starving for leaders who can fix our
economy and get our spending under

control. Governor Romney and Con-
gressman Ryan have the knowledge,
expertise and vision we need to get
America working again and get our
fiscal house in order. Across the coun-
try, Americans are hurting, but
America’s Comeback Team will offer
us a new direction and a brighter future.
I congratulate Governor Romney on
his excellent decision. This is a great
day for Wisconsin and for America.

Reince Priebus, Chairman
Republican National Committee

In naming Congressman Paul
Ryan, Mitt Romney has chosen a
leader of the House Republicans who
shares his commitment to the flawed
theory that new budget-busting tax
cuts for the wealthy, while placing
greater burdens on the middle class
and seniors, will somehow deliver a
stronger economy. The architect of
the radical Republican House bud-
get, Ryan, like Romney, proposed an
additional $250,000 tax cut for mil-
lionaires, and deep cuts in education
from Head Start to college aid. His
plan also would end Medicare, as we
know it, by turning it into a voucher
system, shifting thousands of dollars
in health care costs to seniors. As a
member of Congress, Ryan rubber-
stamped the reckless Bush economic
policies that exploded our deficit and
crashed our economy. Now the Rom-
ney-Ryan ticket would take us back
by repeating the same, catastrophic
mistakes.

Campaign Mgr. Jim Messina
Obama for America

 Paul Ryan is a great selection,
given his deep knowledge of the fed-
eral budget and position that the cur-
rent federal deficit is killing our
economony.

Bill Palatucci, Westfield
GOP National Committeeman
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Deadline for Foreclosure
Review Extended to Dec. 31
COUNTY – The Union County Fore-

closure Task Force would like to advise
local residents whose homes were un-
dergoing a foreclosure process in 2009
or 2010 that the deadline to participate
in the federal banking agencies’ Inde-
pendent Foreclosure Review has been
extended to Dec. 31, 2012.

The new deadline provides addi-
tional time for borrowers to request
review if they believe that they suf-
fered financial injury as a result of
errors in foreclosure actions on their
homes in 2009 or 2010 by one of the
servicers specified by the Office of
the Comptroller of the Currency
(OCC) and the Board of Governors
of the Federal Reserve System (Fed-
eral Reserve) in their April 2011 en-
forcement actions.

To be eligible for a review, the
mortgage must have been in active
foreclosure between January 1, 2009
and December 31, 2010. In addition,
the property securing the loan must
have been the primary residence and
the mortgage must have been ser-
viced by one of the 14 lenders out-
lined in the enforcement actions of
April 2011. There are no costs asso-
ciated with the review which is per-
formed by a consultant independent

from the mortgage servicer.
More information, including how

to apply online, is available at https:/
/independentforeclosurereview.com.
Information on eligibility is also avail-
able Monday through Friday from 8
a.m. to 10 p.m. by calling the federal
hotline at 1-888-952-9105.

Information is also available at
www.ucnj.org or by calling The
Home Ownership Preservation Foun-
dation at 888-995-HOPE (4673).

Muñoz’ Victim Privacy
Bill Signed Into Law
TRENTON – Gov. Chris Christie

has signed legislation, sponsored by
Asw. Nancy Muñoz (R-21, Summit),
that prohibits first responders from
distributing photographs of accident
victims to the public without their
consent.

The bill provides that a first re-
sponder who fails to obtain prior writ-
ten consent from an accident victim,
or the person’s next-of-kin if the vic-
tim cannot provide consent, is guilty
of a disorderly person’s offense. First
responders can still disseminate pho-
tos or videos for legitimate law en-
forcement or public safety purposes.

We’d like to think we sell nirvana...
Owners Ron & Kara Shovlin

not just mattresses.
Why Nirvana?

The Talalay latex used in the Nirvana Collection provides a surface that is hypo allergenic and environmentally 

friendly.  And because it is a ‘breathable’ mattress that dispenses body heat – you sleep cooler!

Says Who?
“My new mattress is excellent! The service was prompt and efficient…I was coming from Newark and it was  

a little out of the way…I would recommend you to anyone who needs a new mattress.”  -Mr. Denis K
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