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30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
Designing • Installation • Remodeling

TO NEW HEIGHTS…Under the leadership of David Maran, James Wagner and
David Foltz, Boy Scouts from Troop No. 72 in Westfield recently conquered a 102-
mile hike in 11 days at the Philmont Scout Ranch in New Mexico. Pictured, Scouts
read The Westfield Leader July 19 at Baldy Mount, Philmont’s highest peak at
12,400 feet.

Photo courtesy of Daniel Ives
LONDON CALLING...The Ives family of Westfield went to the Olympics in
London and brought along The Westfield Leader. Daniel and Aaron, pictured,
along with Robyn and Jordyn, had a great time cheering on the USA.

Photo courtesy of Charles Stotter
EEH HAH...Marisa Stotter,  a former intern at The  Westfield Leader, catches up
on local New Jersey news at the OK Corral in Tombstone, Ariz., while driving
cross-country on her return from a summer internship in Los Angeles, Calif.
Marisa, an English major, is a senior at Wesleyan University in Middletown,
Conn.

was given an initial $1 million con-
tract in December 2009 to manage
construction of the new 45,000-
square-foot clubhouse/banquet facil-
ity and learning center at Galloping
Hill.

On a related resolution, the free-
holders are set to vote to give a
$180,926, four-month contract to
Rees Jones, Inc. of Montclair for
design and construction administra-
tion services for bunker and tee reno-
vations at Galloping Hill.

Also considered was an $880,000
construction management services
contract with Pinnacle Consulting &
Construction Services, Inc., of New-
ark, for improvements at Oak Ridge
Park in Clark. The contract includes
$71,000 for the pre-construction
phase, with $794,000 for the con-
struction phase and $15,000 for the
close out of the project.

County Counsel Robert Barry said
the county has asked Pinnacle to sepa-
rate out the costs of the $794,000 for
the tennis courts, skating center and
wetlands pond.

The board also is to vote on a
resolution to seek proposals through
competitive contracting for manage-
ment companies interesting in oper-
ating the county’s skating center.

The board additionally is set to
approve a $252,450 contract with
Riefolo Construction Company of
Belleville to construct a new green-
house at Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center in Mountainside.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Freeholders

flood hazardous area be at the discre-
tion of the hearing officer, and that
the venue is inconvenient for Cranford
residents.

Judge Wolfson and Ms. McKenzie
acknowledged receiving letters from
the township stating its objection.
The judge said, however, that since
the hearings are a result of a court
order, it is proper that they be con-
ducted in court in Elizabeth.

The bulk of testimony, on Wednes-
day, was given by Christopher
Lessard, the architect for CDA. Mr.
Lessard outlined the placement and
dimensions of the apartment com-
plex on the property. He said there
would be three structures: Building
A, with three residential floors with
parking and a lobby underneath;
Building B, also residential but
smaller, and Building C, an open-air,
three-level parking garage with a
ramp and parking surrounded by a
four-foot wall on the top level. He
said the property also would have a
patio and a pool. The residences
would consist of one-, two- and three-
bedroom apartments, with lofts on
the top levels. Over 600 parking
spaces would be provided for resi-
dents and visitors, including a por-
tion designated as handicapped
spaces.

Maria Anderson, an attorney, who
lives in Kenilworth not far from the
site, asked Mr. Lessard, “Where will
the affordable units be in the build-
ings?” He responded, “That has yet
to be determined.” Special Master
McKenzie reminded Mr. Lessard that
final site-plan approval requires that
placement of the affordable units must
be identified.

Potential traffic problems were
addressed by CDA traffic engineer,
Elizabeth Dolan, who stated that ad-
ditional traffic to the area would have
minimal impact. Mr. Morin, Deputy
Mayor Kalnins and Thomas Hannen,
a township committee candidate this
November, questioned her on her
analysis.

On the second day of the hearing,

CDA Civil Engineer Michael Dipple
testified as to setback, landscaping
and flood plain issues. He also said
there would be a loading area for
persons who were moving in or out
of the buildings and an area for trash.
He described grading, drainage and a
utility plan.

Mr. Dipple also described how the
complex would hook up to existing
storm and water pipes based on a
flow capacity study in the area. He
stated that CDA was willing to com-
ply with all NJDEP standards. He
also said CDA would assume the cost
of regrading Birchwood Avenue.
Flood storage, flow, runoff and drain-
age were addressed, as well as land-
scaping issues.

Peter Hekemian, a principal in
CDA, testified that whether or not
CDA was granted a hardship waiver
by the NJDEP, CDA was prepared to
go forward with the project.

When the hearings resume on Tues-
day, August 21, at the Union County
Courthouse, at 10 a.m. in courtroom
101, Thomas Creelman, an engineer
with Paulus, Sokolowski & Sartor,
LLC (PS&S), of Warren, who testi-
fied for Cranford in the builder’s rem-
edy lawsuit, is expected to cross-
examine Mr. Dipple along with Mr.
Morin and Mr. Marsden.
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Birchwood Development

not give tests or report cards,” Mr.
Greiner said. “For school-age kids
there is only before and after care.
Parents can drop the kids off and then
Primrose will bus them to and from
the local schools.”

The age range of students at the
center would be six weeks to 12 years
old, with a very small percentage of
the students being made up of school-
age children, according to Mr. Greiner.

Board Attorney Vincent Loughlin
explained to the applicant that, based
on Mr. Greiner’s testimony, he deter-
mined the proposed operation was
fully a daycare facility and not a school,
and therefore the use variance was not
needed since it was considered a “good
use.”

Mr. Greiner went on to explain to
the board that at full capacity, the
proposed center would enroll up to
192 children, and have a staff of 22
people, but that most Primrose facili-
ties operate at 80-percent occupancy.

“We are a nationally accredited,
high-end childcare center, and we
picked this area because of the demo-
graphics,” Mr. Greiner said. “We look
forward to being here.”

The board also heard testimony from
the applicant’s planning consultant,
David Zimmerman of Morristown,
regarding the reason for the requested
variances.

“The variances for the setbacks fall
under hardship variances, particular
to the unique environmental charac-
teristics of the property,” Mr.
Zimmerman said.

There is a stream running through
the nearly two-acre property, which
requires a buffer as mandated by the
state Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP), rendering more
than half of the property un-develop-
able.

“While this is not an ideal situa-
tion, there’s no better use for the
property,” board member Ted
Zawislak said, before moving to ap-
prove the application with several
conditions, including approval from
the county and the DEP.

Per one of the conditions, the bor-
ough will investigate if the parking is
adequate six months after the Certifi-
cate of Occupancy is issued to the
day care facility.

From The Westfield Leader archives and courtesy of Susan Sutphin
KILLING LINCOLN...Bill Sanders, formerly of Mountainside, provides a “Por-
traits of Patriots” George Washington engraving to Arrowhead Productions of
California for its filmmaking set depicting Abraham Lincoln’s assassination
being produced at Ford’s Theatre in Washington, D.C. The film is expected to air
next spring on National Geographic and ultimately be in residence at Abraham
Lincoln’s new Presidential Library in Springfield, Ill. The engraving is exact as
from that in Ford’s Theatre when President Lincoln was assassinated on April 15,
1865. The recreated set is shown above, along with Mr. Sanders.
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Mountainside

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
LONE RANGER...Councilman Jim Mathieu, above, was the only member of the
Garwood Borough Council to vote no to a 15-year, $3,257,000 bond ordinance to
authorize the construction of the Athletic Field Complex.The council passed the
ordinance 5 to 1.

ministrative agents and attend continu-
ing education opportunities on
affordability controls, compliance
monitoring, and affirmative marketing
as offered or approved by the Superior
Court. Township Attorney Philip Morin
said this was a necessary step in com-
pliance with the Superior Court order
and state regulations.

The township committee unani-
mously approved the measure. Com-
mitteeman Kevin Campbell said the
only reason for his affirmative vote
was to comply with the affordable
housing at 555 South Avenue and the
Riverfront project across from the
Cranford train station, not to support
the 215/235 Birchwood Avenue devel-
opment, which he opposes.

Mayor David Robinson said, “I wish
to salute Phil Morin, who has worked
tirelessly around the clock on the
Birchwood matter. Our goal has been
to get from the trial court to the Court of
Appeals. That’s why we introduced an
ordinance to comply.”

He also thanked the Cranford Board
of Education for providing a bus to take
Cranford residents to the Birchwood
site plan hearing held last week on
Wednesday and Thursday at the Union
County Courthouse in Elizabeth.

Lehigh Acquisition Corp. had insti-
tuted a Builder’s Remedy Lawsuit
against Cranford for 555 South Av-
enue East, which resulted in a negoti-
ated settlement in 2010.

“With Lehigh, we have to settle the
terms and parameters of the site plan,”
Mr. Morin said.

The apartments at 555 South Av-
enue will have 163 units with 15
percent affordable units, and
Riverfront will have 127 units with
15 percent affordable units as well
as retail space. The Birchwood de-
velopment will have 360 units with
60 affordable units. Riverfront cur-
rently is under construction.

In other business, the Green Team
of the Cranford Chamber of Com-
merce, represented by Debbie Walker
and Committeeman Edward
O’Malley, awarded Green Business
certificates to Tyechia Smith and
Wendy Wallace of Green Sports,
Dwayne Dolly, 2nd, of CV Credit
Union and to Enzo Montagnimo of
Trattoria Bel Paese.

Mayor Robinson announced that a
special township committee meeting
will be held on Thursday, August 23,
to discuss litigation and personnel mat-
ters.
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Cranford Committee

The borough also has attained
$1,093,209 in County of Union Open
Space, NJDEP Green Acres and
County of Union Senior Focus grants.

In the next four years, some
$475,000 in bonds will be amortized,
said Councilman Mathieu. Once those
bonds have been paid off, the net
yearly tax impact of the bond ordi-
nance voted on Tuesday would be
about $25 on a $100,000 assessed
home, said Councilwoman Sara
Todisco. This net impact does not
consider a new bond ordinance for
municipal capital expenses that is
scheduled to be introduced this year,
according to Finance Committee
Chairwoman Todisco.

As a result of the increase in taxes,
some residents sought to have the
bond ordinance voted on by the pub-
lic in a referendum to be put on the
ballot in November. Councilman
Mathieu called it “morally offen-
sive” to not allow the voters to de-
cide.

Those opposed to the project felt
the cost was too high, especially in
the depressed economy, for the some
1,500 taxpayers to take on.

“We are not against children. We’d
like to see a nice baseball field, but
this project is out of line,” said
Dolores Dumbrowski.

Those in support of the AFC ex-
pressed the benefit it would have for
the youth and seniors of the commu-
nity.

Baseball League member Richard
King said, “I think the town of Garwood
should vote on this project for the kids
of Garwood and the seniors and bring
them all together.”

After the recent Police Benevolent
Association (PBA) negotiation agree-
ment was passed, 5-1, by council, a
bond ordinance for the police compen-
sation package for 2012-2014 was in-
troduced.

The council also passed the consent
agenda authorizing final payment of
some $8,200 to JAK Construction, also
known as Diamond Construction, for
the 2011 Street, Tree and Sidewalk
Project, which summed about $76,000;
requesting permission to pay expendi-
tures of the Developer’s Escrow Fund;
supporting Drive Sober or Get Pulled
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Garwood Council
Over 2012 Statewide Crackdown, and
authorizing the final change order for
the quarter-of-a-million-dollar 2010
Department of Transportation Project.

The council also passed an ordi-
nance to create the position of Emer-
gency Management coordinator, who
will be responsible for emergency man-
agement operations within the munici-
pality.

At the start of the workshop meeting,
Borough Planner Victor Vinegra pre-
sented the mayor with an award given
by the Association of Planning Boards
and Zoning Boards of Adjustment for
The Mews at Garwood, which has con-
tributed to the revitalization of
Garwood.

Announced during the Library Com-
mittee report were the top three readers
of the Garwood Library’s Summer
Reading Club – Umutemre Kalpan,
Stephanie Filer and Frank Murphy.

The next meeting will be on Tues-
day, September 11.

Photo courtesy of Grace Roth
AROUND THE WORLD FROM A TO Z...The Roth children enjoy The Westfield
Leader at Victoria Falls in Zambia after traveling the world in alphabetical order
with their parents. They recently finished the alphabet with a trip to South Africa
and Zambia.

N.J. Decision On Study
Panel Set for Sept. 12
AREA — The state’s Local Finance

Board has delayed a decision on the
application by Courage to Reconnect
Scotch Plains/Fanwood seeking the
creation of a municipal consolidation
study commission to study the consoli-
dation of the two towns.

A copy of the application may be
requested in advance of the hear-
ings by e-mailing
DCAstaffatdlgs@dca.state.nj.us or
via SPFreconnect.wordpress.com/
application/. Hearings have been
held seeking public comment in
both of the communities.

“The vote was deferred to a future
meeting. The next meeting is sched-
uled for September 12,” said Lisa Ryan,
a spokeswoman for the Department of
Community Affairs (DCA), which in-
cludes the Local Finance Board.

If authorized, the study commission
would be formed and would complete
a report with a recommendation on
whether or not to put a referendum on
the election ballot. The question would
have to be approved in both communi-
ties to pass.


