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GARWOOD – The Education
Foundation of Garwood recently
honored John Conlin and Angelo
Alimonti as “People Making a Dif-
ference” at its annual Apprecia-
tion Dinner held April 26 at The
Westwood in Garwood.

Mr. Conlin is a lifelong resident
of Garwood. He attended
Jonathon Dayton Regional High
School in Springfield, continued
on to college and Seton Hall Uni-
versity to eventually earn his
Masters Degree. Mr. Conlin
served as a Second Class officer
in the Navy Reserves during the
Korean War. He proudly points
to his deep roots in the borough,
citing the fact that his father was
a die setter at the old Alcoa
Factory on South Avenue.

He began his career in educa-
tion as a teacher, eventually be-
coming principal at Kumpf Middle
School in Clark. Mr. Conlin was
elected to the Union County Re-
gional School District Board of
Education in 1952 at the young
age of 25.

The Union County Regional
School District Board was estab-
lished in 1937 and served six
communities. He served on the
Regional Board for 35 years until
1987.

During his tenure, he served as
vice-president and on several
committees. In his time on the
board, the regional district ex-
panded from one building to four.

In the early 1960s, in recogni-
tion of his longstanding dedi-
cated service, the Union County
Regional Board named a wing of
David Brearley, their fourth and
newest high school, Conlin Hall.
A plaque outside the hall re-
mains in his honor.

Mr. Conlin has vivid memories
of his accomplishments while
serving on the board, including
the groundbreaking of three new
high schools, and the ever-chang-
ing area of education.

When asked for his fondest
memories, he cited presenting

his sons with their diploma among
the best. Mr. Conlin is a wealth of
knowledge in all matters regard-
ing Education. He remains a com-
munity activist to this day.

He is a frequent and vocal mem-
ber at many community meet-
ings where he continues to pro-
vide valuable input.

Angelo Alimonti is a lifelong
resident of Garwood. He attended
Jonathon Dayton Regional High
School in Springfield where he
received the perfect attendance
award for all four years of high
school. He served in the Army
during World War II for 16
months.

Mr. Alimonti worked as a con-
crete contractor for 20 years prior
to obtaining a position with Arthur
L. Johnson Regional High School
(ALJ) in Clark. He was hired as a
bus driver and custodian in 1975
where he was beloved by stu-
dents and staff for 20 years.

In his time at ALJ, he began
many initiatives, including a duck
pond in the high school court-
yard, which continued on for sev-

MAKING A DIFFERENCE...The Education Foundation of Garwood recently
honored John Conlin, left, and Angelo Alimonti as “People Making a Difference”
at its annual Appreciation Dinner held April 26 at The Westwood in Garwood.

eral years, until his retirement.
Upon his retirement, he was pre-
sented a resolution by the board
for his dedicated, contentious and
helpful manner in which he served
as loyal and devoted employee.

Mr. Alimonti served an unex-
pired term as a councilman. He
has also volunteered in many
capacities for the Garwood Little
League, including field mainte-
nance.

In 1962, they bestowed upon
him a Garwood Little League Hon-
orary Life Membership as a trib-
ute to his untiring and selfless
dedication to the league. He also
has been a member of the Lions
Club, holding every position on
the executive board with the ex-
ception of secretary. He was in-
strumental in their fundraiser,
which resulted in Braille type-
writers being donated.

Along with his lifelong friend,
John Conlin, Angelo can often be
found attending meetings of the
Garwood Council, Board of Edu-
cation, and Planning Board where
he continues his civic duties.

Conlin, Alimonti Honored by GW Ed. Foundation

KID FRIENDLY...Theater Project Jr. will present Willy Wonka Jr., a kid-
friendly adaptation of the Roald Dahl classic, at the Jardine Academy on Friday
and Saturday, August 17 and 18, at 8 p.m. and Sunday, August 19, at 2 p.m.
Tickets are available at $12, children under 5 will be admitted free.

Theater Project Jr. Presents
Willy Wonka Jr.

CRANFORD — This summer, the
2012 workshop Theater Project
Jr. will offer its annual production
to the general public. Willy Wonka
Jr., a kid-friendly adaptation of
the Roald Dahl classic, will be
presented at the Jardine Acad-
emy, 61 Myrtle Street in Cranford.
Three performances on Friday and
Saturday, August 17 and 18, at 8
p.m. and Sunday, August 19, at 2
p.m., have been scheduled. Tick-
ets are available at $12, children
under 5 will be admitted free.

Willy Wonka Jr. is a stage adap-
tation of Charlie And The Choco-
late Factory. It tells the story of a
world-famous confectioner and his
quest to find an heir. Mr. Dahl’s
book was adapted by Leslie
Bricusse and Timothy Allen
McDonald, with a musical score
written by Bricusse and his Stop
The World collaborator, Anthony
Newley.

Among the many infectious tunes
is “The Candy Man,” a song that
became a huge hit record for an-
other junior, Sammy Davis.

Willy Wonka Jr. is the sixth pro-

duction for this educational pro-
gram, which began in 2007 with a
lively version of Oliver! Children
from 8 to 18 participate in a nine-
week workshop, culminating in a
musical performance. Previous
shows have included Grease and
The Wizard Of Oz.

Please call (973) 763-4029 for
further information.

Binghamton University
Announces Dean’s List
BINGHAMTON, N.Y. — The fol-

lowing students received aca-
demic honors from the Harpur
College of Arts and Sciences at
Binghamton University by mak-
ing the Dean’s List for the Spring
2012 semester:

Wyatt R. Smith of Westfield
and Ilana J. Solomon of Cranford.


