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JIM DiNIZO HR (5 RBI), CEPPARULO HR; MINEO 4 RBI

Divas Come Screaming Back,
Unsettle Charlie Brown, 18-12

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Being humbled, 20-5, by second-
seeded Charlie Brown’s in Game 1
certainly motivated third-seeded
Diva’s Salon in Game 2 of the Scotch
Plains Men’s Softball League
Wednesday Night Division semifinal
round at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains on July 31.

The Divas’ offense was heard
loudly and clearly early on and re-
fused to relent as they came scream-
ing back with an 18-12 triumph to
force a deciding Game 3.

James DiNizo had a booming bat
with a pair of singles, an RBI double
and a three-run home run to finish

with five RBI in the Divas’ 21-hit
assault, which included seven extra
base hits. Leadoff hitter Joe Cepparulo
cracked an inside-the-park two-run
homer, singled and scored three times.
Anthony D’Annunzio drilled a pair
of RBI triples and an RBI sacrifice
fly, while scoring twice. Veteran Tony
Mineo lashed a two-run double, an
RBI single and an RBI sac fly.

Charlie Brown’s pounded out 22
hits but only three went for extra
bases. Leadoff hitter Brady Lau led
the pack with four singles, an RBI
and two runs scored. Jeff Bendix,
who moved up to the No. 2 spot, had
a double and two singles with an RBI
and three runs scored. Dan Samila
contributed three singles, three RBI
and a run scored. Billy Aumenta
lashed a two-run double, singled twice

and scored once. Pete Samila slapped
a two-run single, singled and scored
once. Gus Alvarez doubled, singled
and scored once, and Marty Marks
singled twice, scored once and had
an RBI.

Interesting defense also came into
play. Aumenta made two fine grabs
in leftfield. Dan Samila made a div-
ing snag at first, and third baseman
Jerry Isolda turned a second-to-first
double play.

Diva pitcher Ron Germinder turned
a second-to-first double play. Short-
stop James DiNizo also turned a sec-
ond-to-first double play. But when
centerfielder Mike Rusin made what
could have been called a shoelace
catch in the second inning, it caused
Charlie Brown a good deal of grief.

MAHER TIES GAME, APICELLA SCORES WINNING RUN

James Gang Plates 2 in 7th;
Guns Down St. Nicholas, 8-7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three booming inside-the-park
home runs off the bats of St. Nicholas
were impressive; however, persistent
pellet shots led to an 8-7 St. James
Gang victory in St. Bart’s Oldtimers
Men’s Softball League action at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on
August 2.

The James Gangsters, who popped
off 10 singles, a triple and a double,
notched the victory with two runs in
the bottom of the seventh inning when
Dan Shneyder brought home Tom
Maher with an RBI single and Marty
Bernstein ended it with an RBI sacri-
fice fly that scored Frank Apicella.

Veteran Frank Chupko held St.
Nicholas scoreless in the final two

innings to tack another win onto his
long list of career victories. Last year,
Chupko was alleged to have surpassed
the 300-win milestone in his 30 years
with the league.

Maher, a seasoned veteran who
had the Gang’s double, and Billy
Aumenta led the team with two hits
and two runs scored apiece. Jim
Cassidy rapped a pair of singles and
added two RBI. Rob Stratton
slammed an RBI triple and added an
RBI groundout. Gang leader Pete
Chemidlin cracked an RBI single and
scored twice. Bernstein also singled
and scored once.

St. Nicholas totaled 16 hits, and
power man Gus Alvarez whacked a
two-run homer and a solo blast. Mike
Barcellona went 4-for-4, including a

solo homer, and scored twice. Pitcher
Lou Blau ripped three singles and
scored once. Bruce Logan (RBI) and
Mike Cuccurullo each contributed
two singles. Rich Reich and Scott
Friedrichs each singled and scored
once, and Chuck Dunn added an RBI
single.

St. Nick loaded the bases in the top
of the first inning but failed to score,
and as the James Gang sauntered in
to bat, Chemidlin suggested, “Let’s
do some hitting here!”

His Gang took his words to heart
and banged out four hits and three
runs. Bernstein and Aumenta tapped
back-to-back singles. Chemidlin
hopped an RBI single to right field.
Cassidy launched an RBI sacrifice

MESSANO 3 SINGLES, 3 RBI; GAMBINO SAVING CATCH

St. John Salvages, 11-9, Win
Over Surging St. Joseph Boys

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Leftfielder Ray Gambino made a
spectacular catch to prevent a pos-
sible extra-inning game and to allow
St. John to salvage an 11-9 victory
over a surging St. Joseph team in St.
Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League action at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains on August 3.

Heading into the bottom of the
seventh inning, St. John, jockeying
with St. Joe for third place in the
Saints Division, held what appeared
to be a comfortable and controllable
11-4 lead and were facing the bottom
three batters of the order. However,
the best laid plans of St. mice and St.

men seemed to go south when the Joe
boys staged a two-out surge.

John Veglia, batting next to the last
in the St. Joe lineup, slapped a one-
out single then St. John pitching ace
Tom Rutkowski appeared quite re-
laxed when he got veteran Dean
Talcott to fly out to right field for the
second out. Leadoff hitter Steve
Mavrakes plopped a single over first
base. Tom Ulichny curled an RBI
single in the same location then Bob
McGuiness drew a walk. Ed
Marchelitis slashed a two-run single
to leftfield, Brian Williams singled
and Dave Merkel followed with a
two-run single to make the score, 11-
9, with two runners on base. Russ

Voorhees stepped to the plate and
punched a low liner to shallow left,
but Gambino charged full speed ahead
and just made the grab.

Both teams finished with 16 hits,
but St. John got the game’s only extra
base hit when Dan Margolis drilled
an RBI triple in the second inning.
Lou Messano led St. John with three
singles, three RBI and two runs
scored. Rutkowski and Tom Litterio
each had two singles and two runs
scored. Keith Karyczak (RBI) and
Chris Nardi each had two singles and
a run scored.

Mavrakes led St. Joe with four
singles in as many at-bats, while scor-
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VET ED BELFORD ENDS GAME 1 WITH DOUBLE PLAY

Autoland Curbs 5 Guys, 5-4,
Revs Up to Win ‘B’ Division

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Impressive defensive plays, espe-
cially on the part of top-seeded
Autoland allowed the team formerly
known as the Sofa Kings to hold off
second-seeded Five Guys, 5-4, in
Game 1 of a double header of the
Scotch Plains Men’s Softball League
Monday Night Division champion-
ship at Vo-Tech in Scotch Plains on
August 6.

Last year Neighborhood Painting,
after losing the first game, 8-6, ousted
the Sofa Kings from the playoff,
winning the next two, 10-8 and 19-
10. Then Five Guys whitewashed
the Painters, 18-11 and 12-2, for the
title. But the Sofa Kings also had a
sweet taste of being Kings, so a battle

for the title was expected.
“They won a few years ago, and we

won last year, so it’s a battle to see
who reigns supreme,” Five Guys cap-
tain Frank Mackiewicz said. “It’s
going to be a good game.”

Fifth-year veteran Brian Schiller, a
2002 Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School graduate and representative
for Autoland, said, “My first year here
with the Sofa Kings was when we won
it the first time around. The last four
years, we got knocked out by those
guys and a few other teams, so we are
looking to put it together this year. We
have a great group of guys. These are
probably the best guys I have played
with in any league.”

Both teams have added a few new
faces to bolster their lineup this year,

but many of the veterans have re-
turned.

“We have a couple of new faces.
Not many tough! John Giunta and
Pete Paradise are two new guys. We
have a lot of returning guys. It’s go-
ing to be a lot of fun,” Mackiewicz.

“We have a couple of new faces.
We have Dom Centanni. Orlando
Rodrigues played for us last year,”
Schiller said.

In Game 1, veteran Ed Belford,
Autoland’s pitcher, shined defen-
sively and offensively. Belford made
a fine backhanded scoop to record a
putout in the third inning and demon-
strated his quick reactions to grab a
liner back to the mound in the fifth,
but his best move came in the ninth
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Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
REACHING NEW HEIGHTS…Charlie Brown’s catcher Steve Brainard takes a huge leap as a throw from the outfield sails
towards home and Diva Joe Cepparullo slides across the plate for a two-run home run in the sixth inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE OUT AT HOME…St. James catcher Sal Gano, center, makes the catch to record the putout on St. Nick’s
Mike Cuccurullo in the sixth inning. St. James won, 8-7.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRETCHING FOR THE PUTOUT…Five Guys first baseman Pete Gilson stretches to record the putout on Autoland
speedster Dom Centanni in the first inning at Vo-Tech Field in Scotch Plains on August 6.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ZOOMING ACROSS THE PLATE…St. John’s Tom Litterio zooms across home plate as St. Joseph catcher Dean Talcott
chases a wild throw at Brookside Park on August 3.

“Neon” Deion Sanders
Football Star – August 9, 1967


