
Personal Injury Lawyer

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

JON BRAMNICK
AT T O R N E Y  AT  L A W

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
TAKING SHAPE...The $11.5-million, 42,000-square-foot clubhouse and ban-
quet facility is taking shape at Galloping Hill Golf Course in Kenilworth.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Doctor Settles Case of Patient
Not Provided ASL Services

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey Divi-
sion on Civil Rights has announced that
a Westfield physician who did not pro-
vide a deaf patient the services of an
American Sign Language (ASL) inter-
preter has agreed to pay the woman
$10,000 to settle her complaint.

Dr. David Bullek, an orthopedic spe-
cialist, has entered into a settlement agree-
ment with both the former patient, whose
name was not released and the Division
on Civil Rights. The settlement resolves
allegations that Dr. Bullek violated the
New Jersey Law Against Discrimination
(LAD) with his handling of the patient’s
request to have an ASL interpreter present
at her initial consultation for spinal pain.

In addition to paying the patient
$10,000, Dr. Bullek has agreed to attend
training focused on how best to provide a
reasonable accommodation – the LAD
standard — for patients with disabilities
including, but not limited to, deafness or
hearing loss.

Going forward, Dr. Bullek also has
agreed to provide an ASL interpreter at
no charge for patients who are deaf or
who suffer from hearing loss. Under the
settlement agreement, the orthopedist
makes no admission of wrongdoing.

“This is a welcome outcome – particu-
larly with respect to the training compo-
nent,” Division Director Craig T.
Sashihara said. “It’s important that phy-
sicians understand their obligation under
the law when it comes to treating patients
who are deaf, or who suffer from hearing
loss.”

While it is true that physicians are not
required by the LAD to provide an ASL
interpreter any time a patient requests
one, Mr. Sashihara said, “A doctor must
engage in an interactive process with the
patient, and then make a considered de-
termination as to what accommodation is
the most appropriate.”

The patient in the complaint was born
deaf. ASL is her primary language, and
by her own account she has difficulty
understanding English. Division investi-
gators wrote in a prior report that the
patient appears “less than fully profi-
cient” in writing conventional English

sentences.
In May 2006, the patient made an

appointment with Dr. Bullek’s office and
requested the services of an ASL inter-
preter. When the patient arrived for the
June 2006 appointment expecting the
interpreter to be available, the patient
was informed in a note handed to her by
a staff member, “According to the ADA
(federal Americans With Disabilities Act)
we are not obligated to employ an inter-
preter” and the staff thought she would
bring someone with her to help when she
arrived for her appointment. The woman
subsequently left the physician’s office
without seeing Dr. Bullek.

Dr. Bullek told Division investigators
he has treated patients with hearing-re-
lated disabilities for many years, and that
his method of communicating with them
– including the use of lip reading and
written notes – was always successful.

Although the Division initially found
no probable cause in the matter, the
woman successfully moved to have the
case re-opened and, in 2009, a finding of
probable cause was issued.

Lawmaker Disputes DUI Charge;
May File Charges Against PD
A South Jersey Democratic Assem-

blyman is considering action against a
Washington Township, Gloucester
County, police officer after he was stopped
for cutting off a police officer on July 31
and subsequently charged with Driving
Under The Influence (DUI).

“I disputed his (the officer’s) assertion
(that he cut off the officer) which led him
to order me from my car, submit me to a
field sobriety test and issue a summons
for DUI,” Assemblyman Paul Moriarty
(D-4, Gloucester) said in a statement.
“Let me be clear: I had consumed no
alcoholic beverages, and this entire epi-
sode was an abuse of power.” The assem-
blyman was also charged with refusal to
submit to a Breathalyzer and for failure to
maintain a line, according to a
newjerseynewsroom.com report.

The assemblyman, who served as
mayor of Washington Township 2004 to
2008, said the arresting officer “was pre-
viously fired from the Washington Town-
ship Police Department for allegedly be-
ing untruthful in an internal affairs inves-
tigation. A court subsequently ordered
his reinstatement.” The police depart-
ment has said all complaints made by Mr.
Moriarty would be investigated, accord-
ing to newjerseynewsroom.com.

Asm. Schroeder Arrested for
Writing $400K in Bad Checks
State authorities arrested state Assem-

blyman Robert Schroeder (R-39, Wash-
ington Twp.), 52, and charged him with
writing nearly $400,000 in bad checks to
to people who invested large sums in his
company, All Points International Dis-
tributors, Inc., which sells tents and pre-
fabricated buildings to the U.S. military.

The state obtained a court order to
seize seven bank accounts maintained
and controlled by Schroeder in various
business names. Detectives also executed
search warrants at Schroeder’s home and
at a business facility in Hillsdale, which
serves as headquarters for All Points and
Hercules Global Logistics, a subsidiary
of All Points, according to the Attorney
General’s office.

If convicted of the second-degree of-
fense, he faces a maximum of five to 10
years in jail and a fine of $150,000.

 “Deliberately writing checks when you
know that you don’t have the funds to
back them is a crime, and when it in-
volves the kind of money alleged here,
it’s a very serious crime,” Attorney Gen-
eral Jeffrey Chiesa said.

Schroeder is the Deputy Republic Whip
of the New Jersey General Assembly,
serving the 39th Legislative District,
which includes portions of Bergen and
Passaic counties. He was elected to the
General Assembly in 2010. Prior to that
he served on the Washington Township
Council from 1991-2000.

Bramnick Iran Sanctions
Bill Signed Into Law

Bi-partisan Legislation sponsored by
Assembly Republican Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) that prohib-
its state and local government entities
from entering into contracts with compa-
nies doing business with Iran was signed
into law by Governor Christie on July 31.
The new law applies to businesses that
trade in the areas of energy, finance or
construction with Iran.

“The prohibited areas of commerce
identified in this law will stymie Iran’s
ability to fund its nuclear development
program, which threatens peace through-
out the Middle East,” Asm. Bramnick
said. “Economic sanctions are having an
effect and the United States must con-
tinue to keep up the pressure.”

The intent of law is to support the
Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Account-
ability and Divestment Act, which be-
came U.S. law in 2010. Iran is already
estimated to have lost more than $10
billion in oil revenues this year.

Under the new law, a state agency will

require a person or entity wishing to enter
into a contract or renew an existing one
with a state or local government body to
certify they are not on a list developed by
the State Department of Treasury identi-
fying persons or companies engaged in
investment activities with Iran.

House Ethics Panel Looking
Into Andrews’ Calf. Trips

The House Ethics Committee is look-
ing into whether Rep. Rob Andrews (D-
1st) missed used campaign money to pay
for at least 18 trips to California where his
teenage daughter has a career as a singer
and actress, the huffingtonpost.com has
reported.

Mr. Andrews has said the committee
would clear him of the accusations, which
he has called “politically motivated” and
“totally and categorically false.” He also
said campaign money was “properly spent
and fully disclosed” and that the accusa-
tions do not involve taxpayer money. The
Huffington Post reported that Mr.
Andrews has charged that the probe was
sparked by local Republican officials.

The Associated Press reported that the
congressman spent $97,000 on at least 18
trips to California from 2007 to 2011.
Some of the travels coincided with his
daughter Josie Andrews’ recording ses-
sions in California. The report said Mr.
Andrews collected $260,000 in campaign
donations around that same time from
California residents and from political
action committees.

Last year the Congressman reimbursed
more than $13,000 he used to take his
family to a wedding in Scotland, the
huffingtonpost.com reported.

ALG Praises Rep. Lance for
Vote to Freeze Defense Spending

Americans for Limited Government
President Bill Wilson last week praised
Rep. Lance for working in favor of an
amendment offered by Reps. Mick
Mulvaney and Barney Frank (D-Mass.)
that would freeze defense spending at
2012 levels of $606 billion.

“Rep. Lance is to be thanked for stand-
ing up for fiscal responsibility while pro-
tecting our nation’s defense at a time
when former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff Mike McMullen has declared the
$15.8 trillion national debt to be the num-
ber one national security,” Mr. Wilson
said. “For that reason alone, defense
spending and every other part of the
budget including entitlements must be on
the table when it comes to restoring order
to our fiscal house. We cannot afford to
operate a global empire. No great power
ever has without eventually leading to
decline. We must reconsider our role in
the world, and find ways to assist our
allies including through arms sales that
does not necessarily require our pres-
ence.”
Handlin: Authority Bonuses Are
‘Insult’ to Monmouth Residents

A report by State Comptroller Max
Boxer has found that senior management
officials at the Middlesex County Im-
provement Authority (MCIA) were given
significant bonuses not authorized in their
employment contracts.

The report details a $55,000 bonus paid
to MCIA Executive Director Richard
Pucci, who is the Democratic mayor of
Monroe Township. In total, the audit found
more than $100,000 annually in manage-
ment incentives were paid to four top
officials at the authority dating back to
2007.

“Apparently, the executive director’s
salary of $185,384, which is more than
Governor Christie’s, is not sufficient com-
pensation for running this authority,” As-
semblywoman Amy Handlin (R-13,
Monmouth) responded. “Trying to jus-
tify a $55,000 bonus based on a verbal
performance review defies credulity and
is an insult to the county’s residents. The
Middlesex County Democrat machine
continues to think there is an unlimited
supply of cash to reward those in posi-
tions of power.”

Man Charged With Profiting
From Illegal Clothing Bins

BERKELEY HEIGHTS  –  Union
County authorities recently charged a
Belleville man with third degree criminal
impersonation for his role in placing at
least one illegal clothing donation bin in
Berkeley Heights.

Michael Arpaio, 58, was served a sum-
mons on July 25 while in Federal Prison
at Fort Dix on a separate charge, accord-
ing to the Union County Prosecutor’s
office. The Star-Ledger further reported
that Arpaio was serving time for stealing
used-clothing bins and extorting the
owner for their return. The paper said he
may have profited as much as $20,000
from the Union County bin which was
placed in a church parking lot.

An investigation was launched by the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office ear-
lier this year after complaints were re-

ceived questioning the validly of clothing
bins around the county. Detectives said
they were able to identify Arpaio as a
person responsible for placing bins at loca-
tions in the county. In his dealings with
landowners who agreed to house the bins,
Arpaio represented himself as a retired law
enforcement officer, Union County Pros-
ecutor Ted Romankow said. A search later
revealed that Arapaio has no previous law
enforcement experience or employment.

It was determined that in some instances,
charitable clothing bins places in various
municipalities around Union County were
being used for personal financial. Nine of
the county’s 21 municipalities have ordi-
nances that detail the parameters relating
to the placement and pedigree of chari-
table clothing bins. Berkeley Heights does
not have such an ordinance.

MAN WITH GUN ARRESTED...Plainfield police arrested Tony Sullivan, 23, in
Cedar Brook Park on July 29 with a loaded 9mm handgun (shown above) and
charged him with unlawful possession of a weapon. Police said Sullivan was also
found to be in possession of a partially burnt marijuana cigarette, for he was
charged along with hindering his own prosecution. He was being held on $50,000
bail in the Union County jail, authorities said.

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

Your Hometown Used Car Dealer

Westfield

“Experts In Special Order”

J.T. Auto Sales
Jeff O’Connor  (908) 232-6022

Since 1976
email: jeff@jtautos.com

web: cars.com/jtautosales

Need a special car?

We’ll find it!

 
The Westfield Memorial Library presents 

A Musical Salute to Molly Picon, 
Star of the Yiddish Theatre 

By Dr. Diane Cypkin 
Wednesday, August 15 at 7:00 pm 

 Open to Westfield Memorial 
Library and MURAL cardholders. 

Register online at 
www.wmlnj.org and click on 

Online Calendar, or call 
908.789.4090 option 0. 

It’s your Library … make the most of it 
550 East Broad Street  Westfield  
www.wmlnj.org       908.789.4090 

 Dr. Diane Cypkin, Professor of    
Media and Communication Arts at 
Pace University, presents the music 
and drama of Molly Picon, “the First 
Lady of Yiddish Theatre.” She tells 
— through English narration — the 
life story of this entertainer through 
the countless songs she sang and 
often wrote during her many years 
on the Yiddish stage. Dr. Cypkin has 
appeared in many Yiddish language 
productions over the past 20 years. 
Don’t miss out on this evening! 
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BNI Launches New Chapter
CLARK – BNI (Business Network

International) hosted a successful kick-
off of its newest chapter, BNI Synapse,
on July 24. There were 50 guests in
attendance and 22 members, with more
than 50 different businesses represented.

Guests were also given a sampling of
how the BNI meetings are structured, with
each member presenting a “sales manager
minute” to explain a key aspect of their
business, as well as a description of a
perfect referral. Members also presented
testimonials for fellow members that they
had conducted business with. Although
the chapter was not officially launched
prior to the kickoff, it had already com-
pleted $20,000 of business transactions.

“Now we are looking for more like-
minded business people to join us,” Chap-
ter President Wayne Zuhl said. “The chap-

ter is launching a recruitment drive, which
represents a chance for more local busi-
nesses to reap the benefits of a well-
organized networking group.”

Vice-President Paul Aszklar added, “A
BNI chapter serves as a key component of
each member’s marketing department.”

Only one person per professional cat-
egory is allowed to join the group at any
one time. At the moment, the group is
looking in particular for the following:
personal lines insurance broker, business
coach, printer, web designer, architect,
telecom consultant, promotional gifts
vendor and an HVAC contractor.

For more information on how to join
BNI or just to visit, contact Mr. Zuhl at
(908) 987-4189. Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 7 a.m. at the Robert Wood
Johnson Fitness Facility in Scotch Plains.

Prevention Links Gets
$240,000 State Award
TRENTON – The New Jersey Depart-

ment of Children and Families’ Division
of Family and Community Partnerships
has awarded Prevention Links in Roselle
a $240,000 to develop a new Family
Success Center to serve families in Union
County.

 This award is part of $1,680,000 to
six counties across the state including
Camden, Cumberland, Gloucester,
Middlesex, Salem and Union and will
expand the total number of Family Suc-
cess Centers across the state to 49. Union
County is currently home to two centers.
The purpose of the Family Success Cen-
ter is to prevent child abuse and neglect
by providing community-based, fam-
ily-centered neighborhood gathering
places where community residents can
go for family support, information, re-
ferrals and access services at no cost to
them.

Bramnick: GOP Members
Not Taking Summer Off

TRENTON — Assembly Republican
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield)
said Assembly Republicans are using
this summer as an opportunity to speak
with constituents, taxpayers and busi-
nesses about issues that affect them.

“Assembly Republicans are not taking
the summer off,” Mr. Bramnick said.
“We know there is no off season as rep-
resentatives of the public...Finding solu-
tions to help people is a year-round job.”

Assembly Republicans are focused on
formation of a Hunterdon-Somerset Flood
Advisory Task Force as well as working
with the Army Corps of Engineers and
the Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP) for solutions for  flooding
along ethe Passaic River Basin. Assem-
blywoman Nancy Muñoz (R-21, Summit)
is working on funding for flooding projects

in her district as well as working with the
county colleges to make a Bachelor of
Science in Nursing (BSN) degree more
economically and geographically feasible
for associate and diploma grads. She is
also working with other members on plans
to hold a hearing on the governor’s plan to
cut taxes.

Members are also working on ensur-
ing integrity of Red Light camera pro-
grams,expanding the organ donation pro-
gram in New Jersey, putting together a
roundtable discussion with healthcare
professionals to learn more about the
federal Affordable Care Act and what it
means for New Jersey, increasing em-
ployment opportunities for women, pro-
moting tourism in Atlantic City, and ini-
tiating “Senior Fraud” seminars to pro-
tect seniors from con-artists and scams.
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