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EFG Names Linken
Educator of the Year

GARWOOD – The Education
Foundation (EFG) of Garwood
named Heather S. Linken, (Née
Furstenburg), Educator of the
Year at its annual EFG Apprecia-
tion Dinner held April 26 at The
Westwood in Garwood.

Heather grew up on Myrtle Av-
enue in Garwood. She started her
life at Garwood Public Schools when
she was in kindergarten herself
with Mrs. Coles as her teacher.
She has come full circle as she is
now the teacher of her own kinder-
garten class in Garwood.

Heather eventually graduated
from eighth grade at Lincoln
School in 1991 as a cheerleader,
choir member, a gifted and tal-
ented art and music student, a
softball player and the lead in her
eighth grade play under the di-
rection of Mrs. Modero.

Heather started her high school
career at David Brearley Regional
High School in Kenilworth, but
after the regional system dis-
solved and Brearley closed,
Heather graduated in 1995 from
Jonathan Dayton High School in
Springfield.

In high school, Heather contin-
ued to pursue the same extracur-
ricular activities, but her favorite
was always the stage. Every sum-
mer since Heather was 13 years
old; she worked as a camp coun-
selor at Featherbed Lane Day
Camp in Clark. Heather cites that
job as the foundation for her
decision to pursue elementary
education as her future career.

Heather attended college at East

Stroudsburg University in Penn-
sylvania. She declared elemen-
tary education as a major, but
she never gave up the stage as
she declared theater as a minor
and continued to perform
throughout her college years.

Heather’s first teaching job was
in Springfield as a third grade
teacher and supervisor of a the-
ater club. She then taught at a
private preschool for a year until
she came back to Garwood teach-
ing second grade and directing
the eighth grade musical. Since
then, Heather has taught first
grade, basic skills, and has
coached the girls’ softball team.

Almost ten years later, Heather
is now teaching kindergarten and
hosts the annual PTA variety
show. She is married to Jonathan
Linken and resides in Clark.
Heather and her husband have
three children. Ross, Sydney and
Cole are Heather’s main inspira-
tion to be the most effective
teacher possible.

It is important to Mrs. Linken
that her students learn to see
their own potential academically
as well as personally. “If school
can be filled with meaningful ex-
periences, combined with oppor-
tunities to feel important and
successful, students will have the
foundation they need to achieve
their goals in life. I would like to
thank my amazing support sys-
tem at home and at school.
Thanks to my family and friends
along the way who have made
me who am today,” Heather said.

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Democratic Committee has an-
nounced that William Nierstedt
and Ann Palmer are their Demo-
cratic candidates for council in
2012. Ms. Palmer will take the
place of Michael Wilson who
stepped down after the Primary
Election for personal reasons.

“Bill and Ann have a positive
vision for the future of Garwood
because they combine a fresh
perspective with their knowledge
of the town. They will be open,
and honest, and will work with
residents and fellow council mem-
bers on any issue that is of con-
cern. They believe in fiscal re-
sponsibility while enhancing and
maintaining the current level of
services for Garwood,” accord-
ing to a press release from the
Garwood Democrats.

“The candidates understand
how important it is to keep the
lines of communication open with
residents, and will really listen
to concerns, and work to find
solutions. Bill and Ann pledge to
work as a team with all agen-
cies, departments, and commit-
tees to evaluate and improve
the services within Garwood.
They want to bring stability and
professionalism back to
Garwood’s government.

As Garwood pursues new de-
velopment projects, the candi-
dates said they want to maintain
Garwood’s small town charm.
They said their objectivity is
needed to balance development
with the small town atmosphere
while increasing Garwood’s rat-
able tax base, which they said
would benefit all of the resi-
dents.

“Bill and Ann are not only look-
ing to the future, but are focused
on current issues facing Garwood.
Their motto of ‘Accomplished Past
– Prepared for the Future’ is more
than just a motto; it is their
promise to residents that they
will do their best to promote and
follow through with progress in

Garwood,” according to the
Garwood Democrats.

Mr. Nierstedt served on the
planning board, board of educa-
tion, and the Education Founda-
tion of Garwood and Ms. Palmer

North Union Avenue and Spring-
field Avenue.  The free nation-
wide event is designed to pro-
mote crime prevention aware-
ness.  It also allows the public to
interact with members of the
police department and obtain in-
formation about the department's
many programs.

There will be displays of police
vehicles, including a police car,
zodiac boat, motorcycle, and
emergency service unit.  A DJ,
face painter, and magician will be
on hand to entertain.  Robert
Wood Johnson Hospital and the
Westfield Area “Y” will be hand-
ing out literature and giveaways.
The Cranford Taekwondo Center
will be putting on a free demon-
stration.  For the fourth year in a
row, a blood drive will also be
held.  This year the drive is being
held to celebrate all that’s great
about Cranford since the devas-
tation left by Hurricane Irene.
Members of the Cranford PBA No.
52 will be on hand to give out free
Italian ices to all in attendance.

In Springfield, the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders,  De-
partment of Parks & Community
Renewal and its partners in law
enforcement and emergency man-
agement will mark  National Night
Out  at Meisel Park in Springfield.

The evening begins at 6 p.m.
with National Night Out activi-
ties, featuring local first respond-
ers and their emergency vehicles,
plus live demonstrations by Union
County Police, S.W.A.T., Bomb
Squad officers and other public
safety personnel. There also will
be free refreshments and other
activities, including children’s fin-
gerprinting; live music at 8 p.m.
by a young local band, The
Grickenz; and a showing of the
concert film, “Justin Bieber: Never
Say Never.”

Fanwood’s National Night Out
will  be held between 7 and 8:30
p.m. at LaGrande Park. There will
be free food, games, prizes and a
movie, Dolphin Tale, in the Park
starting at dusk.

Cr Sets ‘National Night Out’
CRANFORD – The Cranford Po-

lice Department will be partici-
pating in the 29th Annual Na-
tional Night Out this Tuesday,
August 7, from 6 to 9 p.m. near
the Gazebo at the intersection of

served on the board of education
for seven years, two years as
president, and is a former mem-
ber of the Garwood PTA and the
Education Foundation of
Garwood.

Gwd Dems Announce 2012 Campaign Goals

GW Dem Candidates
Contend Photo Caption
We are extremely disappointed

with the July 26 Westfield Leader
caption which distorted the most
recent Garwood Borough Council
meeting discussion on the
Garwood Athletic Field Complex.
The editor wrote about residents
who ‘packed’ the meeting ‘to ex-
press their disapproval’ of the
project bond. The caption states
“They argued against undertak-
ing more debt and that the project
only benefits a few… ‘Neverthe-
less’… the editor wrote, ‘the Coun-
cil… voted to proceed.’ A reader
would be led to believe that every
person in the picture was against
the project. Contrary to the editor’s
words, however, I wish to report
to him that there was a sizable
resident contingent present who
support the project and the
Council’s vote. In fact, the speaker
in the picture – Mr. John Conlin –
was speaking in favor of the com-
plex, and there were many other
residents present who also spoke
in favor of it. We are strong sup-
porters of the “Fourth Estate” and
look forward to a positive rela-
tionship during our campaign. We
believe, however, that The
Westfield Leader editor owes the
Garwood residents who support
the Garwood Athletic Field Com-
plex an apology, or at least more
truthfulness in reporting in the
future.

Bill Nierstedt
Ann Palmer

DEM Candidates
For Garwood Council

A Letter to the Editor


