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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Zany plays, followed by the
thunder and darkness from im-
pending severe weather halted
the New Providence Green
League upper bracket champi-
onship game between the
Westfield Blue 12-year-old base-
ball team and the Springfield
Minutemen in the top of the fifth
inning at Gumbert 2 Field in
Westfield on July 26.

The remainder of the game was
played the next day, but at the
time of the postponement,
Westfield held a 6-4 lead. How-
ever, Springfield tied the game
in the fifth, but Westfield re-
gained the lead, 7-6, and held on
to claim the title.

The saving play of the game
came in the top of the sixth. With
Minuteman Anthony Serido on
second and no one out, Westfield
second baseman Hunter Hagen
snagged a line drive to definitely
prevent a run. Relief pitcher Lee
Papadopoulos managed to get
the final two outs.

“The key was saving a run that
would have tied the game. Once
again we came up with a run
when we needed it and a made a
big defensive play in the field to
help win the game,” Westfield
Head Coach Scott Faktor said.

Matt Cetlin was Westfield Blue’s
most formidable offensive threat
with a two-run double and an RBI
groundout. He also scored a run.

Jack Johnson pounded the ball
with a pair of singles, while scor-
ing once in his two plate appear-
ances. But it was Kevin Fuller (2-
for-3, run scored) who knocked
in what turned out to be the
winning RBI.

Anthony Serido provided the
Springfield Minutemen with a
two-run single and another
single. Justin Ehly went 2-for-2
with a run scored and an RBI. Jeff
Carrier boomed a double to the
fence.

Effective defense proved to be
key on the very first pitch of the
game. Ehly lofted a fading shot

over second base that looked
destined to drop in for a single,
but Westfield Blue centerfielder
Matt Feinberg sprinted forward
and snagged the ball just inches
before it hit the grass. Feinberg
followed up his catch with a side

roll, jumped to his feet and
showed umpire Al Manzi that he
had the ball in his possession.
Second baseman Miles
Brancatella followed with a fine
catch of Adam Berkowitz’s pop

fly in shallow right field. Westfield
Blue starting pitcher Ryan
Chirichella struck out the next
batter.

In the bottom of the first in-
ning, Fuller lashed a single to
leftfield, dashed to second on a
passed ball and advanced to third
on a groundout to second. Chris
O’Connor drew a walk then Cetlin
grounded to second, allowing
Fuller to score.

Carrier led off the Springfield
second inning with his double to
the fence and moved to third to
set up the first of several chaotic
plays. Danny Sobel chopped a
one-out grounder to third as
Carrier headed for home, but
Westfield third baseman
O’Connor fired to catcher Hagen,
who tagged Carrier for the out.
Raphael Isidio walked and Sobel
trotted to second. A mishandled
pickoff attempt allowed Sobel to
loop around third and score.
Chirichella fanned the next bat-
ter for the third out.

Westfield Blue broke the 1-1 tie
with two runs in the second.
Johnson jolted a single to left,
and Brancatella hobbled an in-
field single to short.
Papadopoulos lined an RBI single
to center, and Jason Glickstein
added an RBI groundout.

Springfield’s big chance came
in the third. Shane Murray
singled, Tyler Stoeckle walked
and Ehly loaded the bases with a
single. Berkowitz drew an RBI
walk, and Serido gave the Min-
utemen a 4-3 lead with his two-
run single to left. But chaos en-
sued. A wild throw over third,
prompted Berkowitz to head
home, but the leftfielder threw a
bullet to catcher Jake Obsgarten
in time to get the out. In the
meantime, Serido headed to
third, and another throw sailed
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STEALING THIRD BASE…Springfield Minuteman Adam Berkowitz steals third base as Westfield Blue third baseman
Chris O’Connor, No. 1, looks for the ball in the New Providence Green League Upper Bracket championship game.
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