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Early American Crafters and
Artisans Wanted for Festival
MOUNTAINSIDE – Union

County is looking for artisans and
crafts people to demonstrate Early
American work and craft skills and
to sell their hand-crafted wares at
Union County’s 31st Annual Har-
vest Festival.

The event is a celebration of Early
American life featuring music,
children’s crafts, games, demon-
strations and displays, a petting zoo
and other offerings. The Harvest Fes-
tival will take place, rain or shine,
at Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter in Mountainside on Sunday, Sep-
tember 30, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The Union County Harvest Festi-
val is an event that attracts nearly

4,000 visitors each year. By partici-
pating, demonstrators and vendors
of hand-crafted goods will receive
exposure and have the opportunity
to educate others about their craft
or work skill and the Early Ameri-
can period in general. Examples of
the handicrafts and work skills be-
ing sought are: blacksmithing,
candle making, paper making,
broom making, shoe making, hat
making, jewelry making, quilting
and other colonial or Native Ameri-
can crafts or skills.

For details about how to partici-
pate, call the Union County De-
partment of Parks and Community
Renewal at (908) 527-4806.

Explore the Wilds With
UC Master Tree Stewards

UNION COUNTY – Union
County residents are invited to en-
joy a series of nature walks through
local forests this fall, guided by
experts from the Rutgers Coopera-
tive Extension. The excursions are
part of a free training course in trees
and tree care that leads to certifica-
tion as a Master Tree Steward.

No previous experience with trees
or horticulture is required. Once
certified, Master Tree Stewards par-
ticipate in community service
projects, including the Extension’s
4-H Youth Development program.

Each year, Master Tree Steward
volunteers visit fourth-grade class-
rooms throughout Union County
and help students learn about the
importance of trees and their role in
the urban environment.

Along with providing much-
needed shade in the summer, trees
can play a significant role in reduc-
ing urban dust and other airborne
pollutants, and preventing erosion.

The Tree Steward certification

sessions are held on Wednesdays
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., for 13 weeks
starting on September 5. Most of
the training consists of guided walks
in local forests including the Great
Swamp, Rutgers Helyar Woods and
the New Jersey Forestry Center.

There are no exams, and up to
three absences are permitted. In-
door sessions are located at the Ex-
tension offices in the Union County
Building in Westfield, at 300 North
Avenue, across the street from the
Westfield Diner.

The Extension also provides
training and educational kits for the
classroom visits. No teaching ex-
perience is necessary.

For an application or more infor-
mation, contact 4-H Agent James
Nichnadowicz at the Extension of-
fices, (908) 654-9854, or e-mail
nichnadowicz@ucnj.org.

The Rutgers Cooperative Exten-
sion is supported in part by the
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders.

KEY OF LIFE…“Dancing in the Key
of Life,” an exhibit by Mansa K. Mussa,
a dance photographer and artist, will
be shown beginning tonight, Thurs-
day, August 2, through Wednesday,
September 26, at the Les Malamut
Gallery, located at the Union Public
Library. An opening reception is sched-
uled for Thursday, August 9, from 6  to
8 p.m. It is free and open to the public.

NATURE’S CHILD…Ancilla Murray, a local Westfield photographer, is present-
ing an exhibit of photographs entitled “Nature’s Child” at the Westfield Memorial
Library, 550 East Broad Street. The exhibit currently is open and will run through
Saturday, September 1. Viewing times are during regular library hours. Ms.
Murray, a Westfield native, has been photographing Westfield families for 10
years. “White Dress,” above, is included in the exhibit.

SISTERS…The photograph “Sisters,” above, is included in an exhibit entitled
“Nature’s Child,”  a collection of portrait photography featuring children amid
the beauty of nature, on display at the Westfield Memorial Library now through
Saturday, September 1.

Ladies Martini,
Movie Nite Out

METUCHEN – The Forum The-
ater will host Ladies Martini and
Movie Nite Out tonight, Thursday,
August 2, at 7:30 p.m. beginning with
a screening of the classic film Breakfast
at Tiffany’s on the big screen in 35MM.

Director Blake Edwards is at his
funniest in this iconic classic, and
Audrey Hepburn absolutely lights up
the screen.

After the screening, Novita Bistro
and Lounge, 25 New Street at Pearl
Street, will offer $7 martinis for the-
ater patrons only.

The Forum Theater is located at
314 Main Street in Metuchen. For
information, call (732) 548-5600.

National Endowment For
The Arts Awards Grants

RAHWAY – The National Endow-
ment for the Arts (NEA) announced
80 Our Town grant awards totaling
$4.995 million and reaching 44 states
and the District of Columbia. Union
County Performing Arts Center is
one of the grantees and will receive
$75,000 to fund RAHWAY
ARTsPART – an 18-month initiative
to plant innovative programming that
fosters community interaction as the
guiding principle of Union County
Performing Arts Center and its new
Hamilton Stage, the City of Rahway’s
Redevelopment Agency, Arts Guild
New Jersey, LuceGroup, Rahway Arts
District and a wide array of artistic
and community partners.

Through Our Town, the NEA sup-
ports creative place-making projects
that help transform communities into
lively, beautiful and sustainable
places with the arts at their core. The
grantee projects will improve qual-
ity of life, encourage creative activ-
ity, create community identity and a
sense of place, and help revitalize
local economies. All Our Town grant
awards were made to partnerships
that consisted of a minimum of a
not-for-profit organization and a lo-
cal government entity.

RAHWAY ARTsPART is designed
to harness the opening of Hamilton
Stage and the arrival in Rahway of
seven performing arts companies to
provide innovative, exceptional ar-
tistic programming that reflects the
community; engage people of all ages,
ethnicities and abilities in the arts;
encourage direct participation in the
arts; teach students to make and ap-
preciate the arts and share their tal-
ents with the community; help grow
artists, art organizations and affiliate
companies by helping them find pay-
ing customers and additional work,
and further establish Rahway as a
vibrant arts destination.

Highlights of the RAHWAY
ARTsPART include one or more
major outdoor arts festivals along
Rahway’s new Arts Riverwalk; in-
ternational convenings in the field
of dance and beatbox; a variety of
high-end performances and social
arts activities in non-traditional com-
munity settings like restaurants, roof-
tops, civic facilities, and one of New
Jersey’s busiest train stations; and a
variety of visual arts programs
around the city provided by Arts
Guild New Jersey.

The Rahway school district is a
principal partner and will collaborate
on cross-cultural, semester-long art-
ist teacher residencies in every
Rahway public school, resulting in a
showcase of the work of student art-
ists for the community and the estab-
lishment of an inter-school jazz band
that performs with professional art-

ists for students and the public.
“Cities and towns are transformed

when you bring the arts – both liter-
ally and figuratively – into the cen-
ter of them,” NEA Chairman Rocco
Landesman said. “From Teller,
Alaska to Miami, Fla., communities
are pursuing creative place-making,
making their neighborhoods more
vibrant and robust by investing in
the performing, visual and literary
arts. I am proud to be partnering
with these 80 communities and their
respective arts, civic and elected
leaders.”

“The NEA received 317 applica-
tions for Our Town that were as-
signed to one of three application
review panels based on their project
type – arts engagement, cultural
planning and design, or non-metro
and tribal communities. With only
80 grants emerging from the 317
applications, or a success rate of 25
percent, competition was strong, a
testament to the artistic excellence
and merit of RAHWAY ARTsPART.”

“We are deeply gratified that our
long-term drive to transform Rahway
through investment in the arts, cul-
ture and creativity has now gained
sufficient traction to garner national
attention and support,” said UC PAC
Executive Director Samson
Steinman. “With the opening of our
new Hamilton Stage just two months
away, the timing could not be better.
Not only will this grant help us con-
tinue to build a more vibrant com-
munity and engage more artists, it
will also assure we can provide high-
quality artistic programs in every
Rahway public school and at
Rahway’s JFK Center.”

For more than a decade, the City
of Rahway has made the primary
thrust of its redevelopment activi-
ties the creation of an arts district
and the further development of ar-
tistic infrastructure and policy con-
ducive to providing arts spaces; at-
tracting artists and companies to
work and live in Rahway and further
establishing Rahway as an artistic des-
tination for the surrounding region.

The instrument of Rahway’s arts-
driven development policy is the
Rahway Redevelopment Agency,
which is fully operated and funded by
the City of Rahway government.
Rahway Redevelopment Agency is the
“Consortium Partner” for this NEA
Our Town initiative.

Planning and facilitation of the UC
PAC/Hamilton Stage Our Town initia-
tive has been provided by Front of
House Services of Madison, N.J., Ri-
chard T. Bryant, president.

For a complete listing of projects
recommended for Our Town grant
support, visit the NEA website at
arts.gov.

ARB Announces New
Dancer and Promotions

NEW BRUNSWICK – American
Repertory Ballet Artistic Director,
Douglas Martin, has announced a
new addition and promotions at
American Repertory Ballet (ARB)
for its 2012-2013 season.

ARB welcomes new company
dancer Cameron Auble-Branigan.
Shaye Firer has been promoted from
trainee to full company dancer for
the upcoming season, and Kelsey
McFalls has been promoted from
trainee to a company apprentice.

Born in Philadel-
phia, Pa.,  Mr.
Auble-Branigan
began his ballet un-
der William
DeGregory of the
Pennsylvania Bal-
let. He received his
pre-professional
training on schol-
arship from The

San Francisco Ballet School, The
School at Jacob’s Pillow, The
Juilliard School, The Rock School
for Dance Education, Central Penn-
sylvania Youth Ballet, Barbara
Sandonato School of Ballet, and
Metropolitan Ballet Academy.

Recently, while attending the bal-
let program at Jacob’s Pillow, he
was awarded the Jacob’s Pillow Pro-
fessional Advancement Award in
Dance. In 2010, he performed for
Vice-President Joe Biden in
Wilmington Ballet’s The Nut-
cracker. Mr. Auble-Branigan has
performed as a guest artist on the
east and west coast in numerous
ballets,  including George
Balanchine’s Valse Fantaisie, Au-
gust Bournonville’s Flower Festi-
val in Genzano, Helgi Tomasson’s
The Nutcracker, Michael Corder’s
April England and Marius Petipa’s
Bluebird pas de deux from The
Sleeping Beauty. He currently is a
university student with a major in
psychology and a concentration in
physical therapy.

Ms. Firer was
born in Cape Town,
South Africa, and
immigrated to
V a n c o u v e r ,
Canada at a young
age. She was a
member of Royal
Winnipeg Ballet
School’s Profes-

sional Division until 2010 and spent
summers at such prestigious pro-
grams as The National Ballet of
Canada, Alberta Ballet, Kaatsbaan
International Dance Centre, Hous-
ton Ballet’s Ben Stevenson Acad-
emy, Ellison Ballet and ARB’s
Princeton Ballet School.

In 2010, she joined the inaugural
class of American Repertory Bal-
let/Princeton Ballet School’s trainee
program. Since then, Ms. Firer has
performed with the company fea-
tured roles in The Nutcracker, Philip
Jerry’s Our Town, Kirk Peterson’s
Glazunov Variations ,  Gerald
Arpino’s Confetti and Matthew
Keefe’s Fantasy for Violin, Piano
and Ballet, and also performed in
Mary Barton’s Straight Up with a
Twist and Trinette Singleton’s Ca-

priccios.
In 2011, she performed the lead

role of Swanhilda in Princeton Bal-
let School’s annual spring produc-
tion of Coppélia.

Ms. McFalls be-
gan her ballet train-
ing at Dance Cen-
tre North in Syra-
cuse, N.Y. She at-
tended summer
intensives at
American Ballet
Theatre in Manhat-
tan and Alonzo
King’s LINES in

San Francisco. She was a student at
New York University for Applied
Psychology before taking a leave
of absence in 2010 to join the first
class of American Repertory Bal-
let/Princeton Ballet School’s
Trainee program.

Ms. McFalls has had the opportu-
nity to perform with the company
in: The Nutcracker as Marzipan,
Snow, Flowers and Arabian; Our
Town as Mrs. Soames; Capriccios,
and in Gala performances. She also
has performed in Princeton Ballet
School’s annual spring productions
of Coppélia in the role of Dawn and
Don Quixote in the principal role of
Kitri. Ms. McFalls is currently on
faculty with Princeton Ballet School
as a teacher for children’s classes.

Mr. Auble-Branigan, Ms. Firer
and Ms. McFalls will be joining
returning American Repertory Bal-
let dancers Euphrosyne Avery, Alice
Cao, Stephen Campanella,
Alexander Dutko, Monica
Giragosian, Samantha Gullace,
Talin Kenar, Joshua Kurtzberg,
Karen Leslie Moscato, Marc St.
Pierre, Edward Urwin and Claire
van Bever.

“The Company has developed
and coalesced at an astonishing rate
into a cohesive group of perform-
ers. At the same time, ARB’s reper-
tory has also expanded so much,
which is very exciting. I am eagerly
anticipating resident choreographer
Mary Barton’s new works and our
second Gerald Arpino work in two
years. We are also thrilled to be
bringing Patrick Corbin back to cre-
ate a second new work for ARB,
and to be bringing in Ann Marie
DeAngelo to choreograph a thrill-
ing premiere work.”

American Repertory Ballet opens
its 2012-2013 season on Friday and
Saturday, September 28 and 29, at
the brand new Hamilton Stage for
the Performing Arts at Union
County Performing Arts Center in
Rahway, where the company is  ar-
tistic affiliate for the 2012-2013
season.

The program, entitled 4 Flavors,
features Douglas Martin’s elegantly
expressive Ephemeral Possessions,
a new scene from Martin’s devel-
oping full-length ballet Romeo and
Juliet, Trinette Singleton’s furiously
athletic Capriccios, and Mary
Barton’s playfully sensual Straight
Up with a Twist.

For more information about
ARB’s season and to purchase tick-
ets, visit arballet.org.
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ERICA…The photograph “Erica,” above, is included in an exhibit entitled
“Nature’s Child,” a collection of portrait photography by Westfield native
Ancilla Murray. It is being featured at the Westfield Memorial Library now
through Saturday, September 1.

Westfield Resident Ancilla Murray’s Photography Exhibit
At Library Captures Purity of Children and Nature

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – “Nature’s Child,”
an exhibit of the work of Westfield
portrait photographer Ancilla
Murray, will be at the Westfield
Memorial Library until the end of
September.

The photographs displayed high-
light the similarities between na-
ture and children and emphasize
the symmetry between these two
subject matters.

In this aspect her portraiture is
unique, for there are no contrasts
here, just a seamless blending, a
continuous equilibrium that is most
pleasing to the eye.

Ms. Murray captures the natural
awareness inherent in children. At
the same time, she manages to draw
out the playfulness in nature that,
while always present, sometimes
lies hidden just below its surface.

The photographer credits her fa-
ther, the late artist and writer George
R. Fritz, and her mother, Anne Fritz,
a horticulturist, for her love of na-
ture, and her desire to express it
through art.

While she was growing up in
Westfield, family vacations and
other activities usually centered on
natural interests, such as camping
and horseback riding. This intimacy
with nature led to expression
through photography.

In fact, Ms. Murray never remem-
bers a time when she did not have a
camera dangling from her shoulder.

It was the experience of mother-
hood, however, that defined her as a
photographer.

“Once [I became] a mother, the
camera became my way to capture
the amazing journey of my
child…my amazing journey as a
mother,” she explained.

Ms. Murray studied photography
at the International Center of Pho-
tography in New York City.

Although she has been photo-
graphing Westfield families for 10
years, this is her first exhibit.

“To capture the essence of a child
through a photograph is poetry with-
out words, artwork without paint, a
masterpiece of innocence and
truth,” she said.

Ms. Murray’s photographs are all
that and more.

“Erica,” one of the portraits on

exhibit, is that of a pensive-looking
girl standing against a tree.

Here it is color that draws out the
symmetry. Erica’s shimmering
green eyes complement the subtle
green swirls in the bark of the tree
against which she is leaning.

Perhaps one of the things that
makes Ms. Murray’s work so no-
table is her interaction with her sub-
jects.

“My sensibilities are towards re-
ally looking at children as I photo-
graph them,” she said. “We are out
in nature, not in a studio with in-
timidating lights.

“I talk to the children as I photo-
graph them. Therefore, their smiles
for my camera are true smiles,” she
continued.

Referring to art and nature as “in-
tertwined passions,” Ms. Murray ex-
plains her work in terms of purity.

“[Art and nature] have influenced
my portrait photography and deep-
ened my desire to capture the won-
der and magic of the world’s purest
form of humanity – children – and
the purity of nature,” she said.

Two additional photographs from
the “Nature’s Child” exhibit con-
firm Ms. Murray’s artistic mission.

The first, “The White Dress,” de-
picts a young girl in a white dress,
sitting on a stone wall.

The pattern of lace on the hem of
the dress is enhanced by the pattern
of stone on the wall, giving the
photograph an overall look remi-
niscent of Monet.

The second, “Sisterhood,” is of
two sisters, again dressed in white,
standing at the ocean’s edge in Bay
Head.

The girls, who are embracing,
are photographed from the back,
and although their faces are not
visible, the viewer knows that they
are smiling.

“When we view the image of a
child at play, exploring in nature,
we see the essence of childhood; it
is beauty among beauty,” said Ms.
Murray.

The artist recognizes the impor-
tance of giving back to the commu-
nity, and as such, has participated
in Franklin Elementary School
fundraisers, as well as the Spinal
Muscular Atrophy (SPA) Duck
Race.

The “Nature’s Child” exhibit is

open during regular library hours.
The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street in Westfield.

More information about Ancilla
Murray can be found on her website,
ancillamurrayphotography.smugmug.com.


