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Senior Art Show Winners
Exhibit Work at UC Gallery

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has
announced that the first place two
dimensional artworks from the 2012
Union County Senior Art Show are
now on display at the Freeholders
Gallery, located on the sixth floor of
the Union County Administration
Building at Elizabethtown Plaza in
historic midtown Elizabeth. The gal-
lery hours are 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
weekdays. The exhibit will run
through Tuesday, August 21.

The Union County Senior Art Show
is open to artists age 60 and older
who currently live in Union County
and are either non-professional or
professional in status in various me-
diums of artwork. In September, all
the winning pieces will represent
Union County and compete further at
the New Jersey State Senior Citizens
Art Show.

The following are the non-profes-
sional artists included in the Free-
holders’ exhibit: William Daniels of
Springfield (Acrylic); Andrew E.
Sivick of Scotch Plains (Craft); Carol
Iverson of Cranford (Drawing); Carol
Norman of Union (Mixed Media and
Best in Show Non-Pro); Eileen
Bonacci of Berkeley Heights (Oil);

Marjorie Picard of Scotch Plains (Pas-
tel); Greg Cummings of Fanwood
(Photography); Peter Brogan of
Union (Print), and Nicholas Florio of
Roselle Park (Watercolor).

The following are the professional
artists included in the Freeholders’
exhibit: Rosalia Verdun of Roselle
Park (Oil); Diane A. Gallo of Summit
(Pastel); Anthony Riccio, Jr. of
Westfield (Photography and Best in
Show Pro); Linda Howe of New
Providence (Print), and John Curch
of Scotch Plains (Watercolor).

The first-place winners of the 3D
artworks are not on display at the
Freeholders Gallery, but will go on to
compete at the New Jersey State Se-
nior Citizens Art Show.

The 3D winners are: Harriet Leff of
Scotch Plains (Sculpture, Non-Pro-
fessional); Rafael Alexander Illanes
of Linden (Sculpture, Professional).

For further information and to learn
more about exhibiting at the Free-
holders Gallery, contact Teya David,
curator, at the Union County Office
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs, 633
Pearl Street, Elizabeth, N.J. 07202,
call (908) 558-2550 or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org. NJ Relay us-
ers may dial 711.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

Via the character of Bane (Tom
Hardy), director Christopher Nolan’s
The Dark Knight Rises consternates
our film-going experience with one
of the evilest villains in recent
memory, second only to Anthony
Hopkins’s Hannibal Lecter. I mean,
he ate people. Cannibalism! Sheesh!
Bane is pretty much content to just
terrorize and kill his victims.

You’ll meet him and his repulsive
ilk as you thumb through all the other
pretty pictures that, after much ado,
finally congeal during the movie’s
last third into a mighty fusion of plot,
philosophy and special effects. Until
then, like the world before it finally
formed, this is a miasma of confu-
sion, disparate elements, unsettling
darkness and foreboding.

Indeed, there is much muttering,
the dialogue often made indiscern-
ible by a mixture of mumbling and
slurred accents. Adding to the
disconcertion is the deafening roar
of Hans Zimmer’s raucous score as it
competes for our ears with the audio
assault of the accompanying F/X.
But when finally the fog lifts, this is
one heck of a superhero yarn.

Granted, there are many elements
that must be inserted into so volumi-
nous a storyboard, as well as com-
mercial considerations that pay the
rent for such an ambitious project.
Still, filmmaker Nolan, who co-wrote
and directed the meticulously com-
plex Memento (2000), has shown he
is doubtlessly capable of far better,
more concise storytelling.

Some reasonable restraint, a gen-
eral tightening and an obedience to
the less is more theory of artistic
pursuit might have gone a long way
to making this a great movie instead
of just a pretty good one. As any
decent stage director will attest, one
must go up into the cheap seats to
ascertain if everything is being com-
municated to the theater patron.

That’s assuming you don’t want
the lines muffled and aren’t looking
to heighten the overall uneasiness
quotient with a little sensory depriva-
tion. Surely a deft hand in the editing
room, where dubbing and a judi-
cious manipulation of the volume
control can do wonders, would expo-
nentially enhance “The Dark Knight
Rises’s” production values.

Said technical shortcomings enu-
merated, it behooves to note a fine
cast, especially Tom Hardy’s Bane
guy. If sheer bad could affect a movie’s
rating, this certainly would be an R
instead of just a PG-13. Happily, Chris-
tian Bale does a good job of matching
the dastard cuss’ forays into evildo-
ing, evincing a very capable, if worri-
somely reluctant, champion.

 Supporting those dipoles, Gary
Oldman is swell as Commissioner
Gordon; alluring Anne Hathaway is

exotically capricious as Selina Kyle/
Catwoman; and Joseph Gordon-
Levitt is award-worthy as Blake, a
no-doubt-about-it good cop. Provid-
ing the icing on Mrs. Haversham’s
cake, the family retainer no hero can
be without, is Michael Caine’s Alfred.

The epic tale is told through a re-
volving exposition of characters, each
ostensibly taking a turn on the script’s
psychiatrist couch, wherein tales of
abuse, misuse and all manner of base
cruelty are plaintively divulged.
Reaching a cataclysmic pitch, the
disquiet finally fulminates and mani-
fests in a politically astute mono-
graph detailing the siege of a city.

Shades of Nazi occupation during
World War II, most of Gotham is
crippled with desperation, guilt, doubt
and fear. Even the federal authorities,
blackmailed by the invaders, have
their hands tied. And just to further
obfuscate matters, the fatalistic cloud
that hangs heavy over the metropolis
makes it near impossible to tell the
good guys from the bad guys.

Meanwhile, back at Wayne Manor,
where Christian Bale’s Bruce Wayne
has essentially placed his Batman
outfit in mothballs, the title character
suffers his own siege…an emotional
funk as only a true superhero can
experience it. To rise above the per-
sonal demons that torment and at-
tempt to save the day, or not? That is
the question.

It doesn’t get much bleaker than
this. Intentional or not, director Nolan
has brought all the apocalyptic doom
and gloom of an Albrecht Dürer en-
graving to the silver screen, replete
with just about every confounding
enigma relating to human existence.
Thus the film plays on two levels: a
surface, adventure saga, and some-
thing esoterically medieval.

Only a country film critic, I’d be
interested to hear what a panel of
Harvard sociologists and theologians
might make of this profoundly curi-
ous attempt to strike the most de-
spairing of notes. What’d really be
great is if the director answered, at
least in part, his Delphic inquiry. But
alas, poor Yorick, we won’t be find-
ing out the meaning of life here.

 In the end it turns conventional,
and we merely take another dip into
the Batman legacy, getting a hint of
the future in the bargain. Well, at least
there’s a future. That’s something.
And so is this…a mainstream film
that plays like a Wagnerian opera.
Viewers seeking their fill of Sturm
und Drang will find that The Dark
Knight Rises to the occasion.

…
The Dark Knight Rises, rated PG-

13, is a Warner Bros. Pictures release
directed by Christopher Nolan and
stars Christian Bale, Anne Hathaway
and Tom Hardy. Running time: 164
minutes.

Macculloch Hall to Offer
The Winter’s Tale Sunday

AREA – Macculloch Hall His-
torical Museum will present The
Winter’s Tale, performed by The
Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey’s
Next Stage Ensemble summer tour-
ing program, this Sunday, August 5,
beginning at 4 p.m.

The first of Shakespeare’s great
mystical and mythical romances, The
Winter’s Tale transports audiences
through a fanciful and sometimes
dark 16-year journey. From the seeds
of unfounded jealousy, two king-
doms become entangled in a web of
paranoia, insinuation and mistrust.
Can a lost princess unwittingly be
the key to healing the two realms?
From the dramatic accusations in
the high court of Sicilia, to the rau-
cous and jovial Bohemian sheep-
sheering festival, to the revelatory
final scene, The Winter’s Tale cel-
ebrates the triumph of love, nobility
and all things good, and ends with a
promise of rejuvenation, redemp-
tion and hope.

One of several outreach programs
offered by The Shakespeare Theatre
of New Jersey, the Next Stage En-
semble brings live performances to
audiences of all ages throughout New
Jersey each summer, while enabling
young performers to gain valuable
experience in classical theater and
ensemble work. The Next Stage En-

semble upholds the Shakespearean
tradition of a traveling company of
actors bringing its theatrical reper-
tory into the community, by per-
forming at hospitals, retirement com-
munities, libraries, camps, schools
and community centers.

For additional information about
this performance, contact
Macculloch Hall Historical Museum
weekdays at (973) 538-2404, visit
maccullochhall.org or find the mu-
seum on Facebook. Macculloch Hall
Historical Museum is located at 45
Macculloch Avenue in Morristown.

American Rapture to Play
Free Concert at Oak Ridge

CLARK – The Union County
Summer Arts Festival concert series
will continue its 52nd summer of
music on Wednesday evening, Au-
gust 8, with a performance by Ameri-
can Rapture. The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, led

by Chairman Alexander Mirabella,
invites the public to attend this free
concert, which will begin at 7:30
p.m. in Oak Ridge Park in Clark.

American Rapture is a specialty
show band that plays a wide range
of American popular music from
the ’50s, ’60s and ’70s. Formed in
1999, the group started as an an-
nual musical theater production for
Mystic Vision Players in Linden.
After a successful 10-year run, band
leader Tony Greco transformed the
group into a touring concert band.
Currently, American Rapture fea-
tures nine vocalists backed by eight
musicians playing favorite songs.

“Bring the entire family for a fun-
filled musical evening in Oak Ridge
Park,” said Freeholder Chairman
Mirabella. “Pack a picnic basket,
bring lawn chairs or blankets to sit
on, and enjoy the sounds of summer
under the stars.”

The Union County information
van will be at the concert site with
staff on hand to answer questions
and offer information about pro-
grams and recreational activities
available to Union County residents.

The Summer Arts Festival con-
certs will continue in August on
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. The re-
maining concerts will be held at Oak
Ridge Park in Clark. Lawn chairs,
blankets and picnic baskets are en-
couraged. Refreshments and snacks
will be available from vendors.

The other free concerts in the
Union County Summer Arts Festi-
val series include:

August 15 – JoBonanno and The
Godsons, at Oak Ridge Park.

August 22 – The B Street Band
(The Original Springsteen Tribute),
at Oak Ridge Park.

For rain information, call the
Union County Department of Parks
and Community Renewal at (908)
558-4079 after 3 p.m. on the day of
the scheduled concert, or visit the
Union County website: ucnj.org.

‘MOZART’ RETURNS TO SCOTCH PLAINS…The Woodland String Quar-
tet, from left to right, Debra Biderman, Lubove Schnable, Robert Paoli and Linda
Fink, will perform its 42nd annual “Mozart and More” concert on Thursday,
August 16, beginning at 7 p.m. at the Scotch Plains Public Library. Admission will
be free. The library is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

Woodland String Quartet
To Give Mozart Concert

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Wood-
land String Quartet will perform its
42nd annual “Mozart and More”
concert on Thursday, August 16,
beginning at 7 p.m. at the Scotch
Plains Public Library.

This year’s theme will be early
music written by composers before
their 21st birthdays. In addition to a
Mozart quartet, the program will
include a work by the “Spanish
Mozart,” Juan Cristostomo Arriaga.
Other selections will be by Franz
Schubert, Felix Mendelssohn and
George Gershwin.

First violinist Debra Biderman has
been performing with the New Jer-
sey Symphony Orchestra since 1967
and is a private instructor of violin
and viola at the Biderman Academy
of Music in Edison. Ms. Biderman is
a frequent soloist and recitalist. She
serves on the board of trustees of the
JCC of Middlesex County, the Edu-
cation Outreach and Marketing com-
mittees of the New Jersey Symphony,
on a steering committee for
M.A.S.H. (mutual and self help) in
North Plainfield, and as Fundraising
vice-president for the National
Council of Jewish Women.

Cellist Linda Fink also is a pri-
vate teacher and freelance per-

former throughout the tri-state area.
She is a member of the Orchestra of
St. Peter by the Sea, the Plainfield
Symphony and the Central Jersey
Symphony.

Violist Robert Paoli is a retired
English teacher from the Wardlaw-
Hartridge School, director of the
Summit Strings, president of the
Plainfield Music Club and is a com-
poser and arranger.

Violinist Lubove Schnable, a resi-
dent of Fanwood, is the director of
the Woodland Quartet as well as
director of the Blue Hills Junior
Chamber Orchestra. Ms. Schnable
teaches privately at her home studio.
She performs with the Central Jer-
sey Symphony, the Plainfield Sym-
phony and the Summit Symphony.

All library programs are free and
open to everyone. Registration is not
required for this program and seating
will be on a first-come, first-seated
basis, commencing at 6:30 p.m.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in the
center of the township. Driving di-
rections and more information can
be found on the library’s website,
scotlib.org, or by calling (908) 322-
5007.

Castles, History, Scenic Countryside and Alleged Monster
Are Among Many Highlights of Visit to Scottish Highlands

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Looking to explore a place that’s
probably farther north on planet Earth
than you’ve ever been (unless you’ve
traveled to Juneau or Oslo or
Reykjavik or Stockholm)? A place
where it doesn’t get dark until after
11 p.m. in the summer, and then only
for a few hours? Where summertime
temperatures usually don’t top 70
degrees? Where endless rolling green
hills and meadows and countless
sheep are the norm?

Inverness, the capital of the Scot-
tish Highlands, was established some
1,500 years ago at the mouth of the
River Ness. Situated about 160 miles
north of both Edinburgh and Glasgow,
this charming little city of about
60,000 serves well as a base from
which to explore other parts of a
region filled with history, folklore
and miles and miles of forests and
mountain trails to hike.

The northernmost city in the United
Kingdom, its Old Town section re-
minded us a bit of Amsterdam with
its narrow and winding streets domi-
nated by two- and three-story build-
ings that are architecturally appeal-
ing and filled with little shops and
restaurants. Dominating the city is

Inverness Castle, which sits on a bluff
a few blocks from the railway station.
Built in 1836, the castle itself is not
open to the public, but the surround-
ing grounds are worth the quick walk
for the view of the River Ness, which
cuts its way through the city on its
way to Beauly Firth to the north.

Across from the castle sits Inverness
Cathedral, also known as the Cathe-
dral Church of St. Andrews, a 150-
year-old building that is associated
with the Scottish Episcopal Church.
And a five-minute walk down the
riverfront brings you to the gothic
Old High Church, built in the 18th
century on a site that has been used
for worship since Celtic times.

Make sure to walk the streets to get
a real feel for this very Scottish city.
After dinner on our first night – at a
wonderful pub called Johnny Foxes
where one of us sampled the tradi-
tional Scottish dish haggis and real
Scotch whisky was sampled – we
were strolling the streets and came
upon a group of 10 bagpipers –
dressed in kilts, sporrans and feather
bonnets – playing at a cross street for
an appreciative audience of a few
dozen. Be sure to find a nightspot
featuring live Scottish music, like
Hootenanny, located a block from
the river. And have some fun trying to

decipher and translate many of the
road signs that are printed in both
English and Gaelic. The name
Inverness, for example, translates as
Inbhir Nis and Inverness Castle is
Caisteal Inbhir Nis.

Nearby are two important battle
sites that are worth a visit: the 11th-
century Battle of Blàr nam Fèinne
against Norway, which took place on
The Aird southwest of Inverness, and
the 18th-century Battle of Culloden,
which took place on Culloden Moor
a few miles from the city center.

We spent a day hiking in Glen
Affric, a heavily wooded and moun-
tainous region about 30 miles south-
west of Inverness that offers hiking
trails, mountains, valleys and endless
photo opportunities. The River Affric
flows through the region and some of
the stone bridges crossing it are worth
dozens of photographs by themselves.

A word about the locals: The Scot-
tish people are friendly and chatty
and helpful. We found ourselves
stranded in the middle of nowhere in
Glen Affric when our taxi driver failed
to fetch us at day’s end. So we walked
a few miles to a village comprised of
several small buildings – and a pub,
of course, where the locals cheer-
fully pointed us to the last bus of the
day headed to Inverness, which we
caught with a minute to spare. While
we waited, an older gent stopped his
car at the bus stop and asked us if we
needed a lift. Unfortunately, he was
not headed in our direction.

Rogie Falls, about 20 miles west of
Inverness, is a series of picturesque
waterfalls where, if you’re lucky, you
can spot the salmon heading upstream
to spawn. The hiking paths around the
falls offer spectacular views of the val-
leys and the surrounding mountains,
some of which are topped by large

windmills generating wind power.
For experienced hikers and climb-

ers, there is Ben Nevis, located an
hour’s drive south of Inverness, near
Fort William. It’s the highest moun-
tain in the British Isles, at 4,409 feet
above sea level. And for dabblers in
mythical folklore, there’s nearby
Loch Ness itself, a 27-mile-long lake
that’s very deep, murky due to heavy
concentrations of peat in the soil, and
apparently holds more water than all
the lakes in the U.K. combined. And
of course it’s the alleged home to the
purported Loch Ness Monster, whose
legend spans centuries. We jokingly
asked our elderly taxi driver as we
drove alongside the loch whether he’d
ever spotted Nessie, and he replied in
some detail, and without a hint of
amusement, that several members of
his immediate family had reported
seeing it over the years.

Castlephiles will find more than
enough to satisfy them in and around
Inverness. About a third of the way
down Loch Ness is Urquhart Castle,
built in the 1300s and now mostly in
ruins, but still a stunningly beautiful
sight to behold. Cawdor Castle, dat-
ing from the mid-1400s, is 10 miles
east of Inverness and features turrets,
towers and beautiful surrounding
grounds. Dunrobin Castle, which
looks to be straight out of central
casting, is less than an hour’s drive
from Inverness.

Time is tight for everyone, and
taking days and days for a vacation
can often be impossible these days.
But visiting Inverness and the sur-
rounding environs can be done fairly
easily on a three- or four-day week-
end. It’s well worth the trip. And
here’s hoping the notoriously fickle
Scottish weather cooperates as it did
on our recent visit.

Book on Alzheimer’s
To Benefit SAGE

SUMMIT – Carrie McLeod
Howson of West Orange has written
a book, “Silently Screaming,” a jour-
nal of poetry and notes on caring for
a loved one with Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. Proceeds from the sale of this
book will benefit SAGE Eldercare’s
Spend-A-Day Adult Day Health Cen-
ter in Summit.

A private, non-profit organization,
SAGE supports the independence, well-
being and quality of life of older adults,
their families and caregivers and serves
more than 6,000 clients in Union, Essex,
Morris and Somerset Counties.

Ms. Howson turned to poetry at
age 62 as a way to express her feel-
ings about her husband’s Alzheimer’s,
and found it to be an avenue to cel-
ebrations of life. “Silently Scream-
ing” is a compilation of poetry and
notes Ms. Howson wrote as she was
caring for her husband.

“We are very grateful that Ms.
Howson has so generously chosen to
dedicate the proceeds of this book to
SAGE’s Spend-A-Day Adult Day
Health Center,” stated Dawn Knill,
Director of Development for SAGE.
“Our Spend-A-Day program often
has clients who are in various stages
of Alzheimer’s and so it is fitting that
the monies raised from this book
would help others who are caring for
loved ones with dementia.”

The book is available for purchase
for $12 at Lulu.com. Anyone with
questions or who would like to place
an order through SAGE may call
Dawn Knill at (908) 598-5503 or e-
mail her at dknill@sageeldercare.org.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PICTURESQUE…The River Ness cuts through Inverness, the capital of the
Scottish Highlands and the northernmost city in the British Isles.

Westfield Student Artist Is
Featured at Swain Galleries

WESTFIELD – The artwork of
Megan Schembre, a Westfield artist
and student of the duCret School of
Art in Plainfield, is being featured
at Swain Galleries, located at 703
Watchung Avenue in Plainfield.

An opening reception called “Se-
lected Works” from the duCret’s
annual spring show highlighted a
series of awarded pieces of varied
mediums from students of the
school. Ms. Schembre’s piece en-
titled “Laura,” which is an oil paint-
ing of a live model, won the Vincent
DiDomenico Award. Her artwork
titled “Half Nude” won third place
in the drawing category.

Ms. Schembre, who attended
Mount Holyoke College and the Flo-
rence Academy of Art in Florence,
Italy, has studied at duCret since 2005.

Also featured in the show is
Westfield artist Rae Cauley, who
placed twice in the jewelry cat-
egory and who also won the Alumni
Award with her piece entitled “The
Fountain.”

Ms. Schembre’s artwork and the
work of her peers will be on view at
Swain’s between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m.,
Tuesdays through Fridays, until Au-

gust 11. For more information on
her artwork, or for fall 2012 admis-
sion information, call duCret at
(908) 757-7171 between 9 a.m. and
4 p.m. on weekdays.

A LOOK AT ‘LAURA’…Westfield
resident Megan Schembre will be
among the featured artists at Swain
Galleries in Plainfield through Satur-
day, August 11. Pictured above is her
award-winning oil painting, entitled
“Laura.” Ms. Schembre is a student of
the duCret School of Art in Plainfield.

Fanwood Continues
Free Movie Series

FANWOOD – The 2012 Free
Summer Movie Series at LaGrande
Park in Fanwood will continue ev-
ery Tuesday evening through mid-
August. Movies begin at dusk. At-
tendees are advised to bring a blan-
ket or a beach chair.

The schedule is as follows: August
7, Dolphin Tale; August 14, Cars 2.
The rain date for all movies is the
following evening. For more infor-
mation on all summer recreation pro-
grams, call (908) 370-7092.

www.goleader.com

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

The Dark Knight Rises
…After About Two Hours

2 & ½ popcorns 


