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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

WESTERN ADVENTURE…Westfield Troop No. 77, Fanwood Troop No. 33
and North Plainfield Troop No. 235 recently completed a two-week trip to the
Philmont Scout Ranch in Cimarron, N.M., where they enjoyed hiking, whitewater
rafting and explored the scenic country. The adult leaders were Steve Reid, Steve
Huber and Grant Van Eck. The Boy Scouts are reading The Westfield Leader/
Times at Shaefer’s Peak along the pass of Tooth of Time.

Towns Brace as NJDOT OK’s
Red Light Camera Tickets Restart

Cranford Awards $1.9 M Contract
For Municipal Bld. Flood Repairs

Shackamaxon One Year
After Purchase by RDC

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION – The New Jersey De-
partment of Transportation (NJDOT)
has lifted suspensions of red light
cameras including several cameras
located at intersections in Linden,
Springfield, Union, Rahway and
Roselle Park, thus enabling the con-
tinuation of the issuing of tickets to
motorists caught running red lights.
The DOT had suspended the cameras
until it could determine if all towns
were in compliance with the formula
specified in legislation that initiated
the state’s pilot program.

The red light cameras are part of a
pilot project which was started in

2009, that “aims to determine whether
red light cameras promote safety by
reducing the frequency and severity
of crashes at intersections,” accord-
ing to a press statement released by
the NJDOT.

In the spring of 2011, the County
of Union entered into inter-local
agreements with Roselle Park, Union
and Rahway, to participate in the red
light camera pilot project. The agree-
ments state the county will share half
of the $4,750 per-camera monthly
maintenance fee with each town, and
also share half of the revenue gener-
ated by violations issued through the
traffic control monitoring systems.

 The county told The Westfield

Leader it is currently in litigation
regarding the terms of similar agree-
ments with those towns as well.

Each red light ticket issued costs
$85, with $11.50 going to state pro-
grams and $18.50 going towards
municipal court-related expenses.
The remaining $55 revenue is split
with the county for towns with inter-
local agreements, so the issuing town
collects $27.50 per violation.

According to Roselle Park Police
Sergeant Manuel Jimenez, the
monthly average number of tickets
issued from the four red light cam-
eras located at the intersection of
Westfield Avenue and Locust Street
is 728, since the program started in
May 2011. Those tickets generate an
average of $20,020 per month, so
Roselle Park is profiting an average
of $10,520 per month from the red
light cameras, after paying half of the

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The Cranford
Township Committee held a special
meeting Monday night to award the
contract for repairs, renovations and
alterations to the lower portion of the
municipal building on Springfield
Avenue, which was devastated by
Hurricane Irene last August. Offi-
cials also were supposed to award a
contract for clerk of the works; how-
ever, the committee immediately went
into executive session to discuss con-
tractual and personnel matters, which
lasted for over an hour.

When the meeting opened to the
public, Mayor David Robinson said
that eight bids were received for the
repairs. The lowest responsible bid-
der, W.B. Snyder Company, was
awarded the contract at the price of
$1,870,000.

Mayor Robinson said the commit-
tee decided not to award a contract
for a clerk of the works on the project.
This is defined as a person employed
on a construction site to represent the
client, in this case the Township of
Cranford, to verify that the design
brief and quality standards are com-
plied with.

“The committee has decided that
we have enough qualified people in
Cranford who would be willing to do
the job at no cost,” he said. The town-
ship committee has already voted to
bond for $3 million for the repairs.
The township also is expecting to
receive money from the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) and also from insurance.

In other business, Cranford activ-
ist Rita LaBrutta asked Township
Attorney Philip Morin what happened
to the motion by Cranford Develop-
ment Associates (CDA) to state Su-
perior Court Judge Lisa F. Chrystal to
hear a motion, tommorow, August 3,
in Superior Court in Elizabeth chal-
lenging the New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection
(NJDEP), which is demanding CDA
build up Birchwood Avenue one foot
above the 100-year flood plain in
order to obtain necessary permits from
the NJDEP. Mr. Morin said the mo-
tion was recalled by the CDA.

“Judge Chrystal said the matter
can be heard by court-appointed hear-
ing officer Judge Douglas Wolfson at
the Birchwood site plan hearing,”
Mr. Morin said.

He said the site plan hearing will
take place in Superior Court on
Wednesday and Thursday, August 8
and 9, at 10 a.m. at the Union County
Courthouse, 2 Broad Street, Eliza-
beth. Ms. LaBrutta then asked if the
judge has responded to Cranford’s
request that the hearing be held in
September in Cranford.

Mr. Morin said Judge Chrystal said
she is deferring to Elizabeth
McKenzie, the Special Master, who
thinks that Elizabeth is a better place
for the hearing and has better secu-
rity and parking. Mr. Morin said the
hearing should be guided by land use
laws.

When asked if the Cranford Plan-
ning Board would be part of the hear-
ing, Mayor Robinson responded,
“No, this was taken completely out of
our hands; it’s bizarre, and keeps
getting more bizarre!”

The next township committee
workshop meeting will be on Mon-
day, August 13, at 7:30 p.m. A con-
ference and official meeting will
take place on Tuesday, August 14,
also at 7:30  p.m. and at the munici-
pal building, located at 8 Spring-
field Avenue.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SLOSH...A 48-inch concrete potable water transmission pipe ruptured near the
intersection of Birch Street and Portland Avenue around 4 a.m. on Tuesday in
Scotch Plains, lowering the water pressure for the region and leaving mud
covering several blocks before crews could start the repairs.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
FINISHED...There were 2,600 runners and approximately 6,000 spectators from throughout the region on Wednesday
evening, July 25 at the annual “5K Pizza Run” in Westfield.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS  – After being
purchased by an affiliate of RDC
Golf Group Inc. last winter,
Shackamaxon Golf and Country Club
has already undergone a complete
bunker renovation, and is seeing an
upturn in membership.

Shackamaxon, which has hosted
several prestigious events in the past
including the New Jersey State Golf
Association (NJSGA) Open Cham-
pionship, was designed by the fa-
mous architect A.W. Tillenhast, and
is the site of his famous first island
green creation on the ninth hole.

When the previous management
company, Troon Golf, put the nearly
100-year-old, par-71 course up for
sale in 2010, developers started clam-
oring to purchase the 146-acre prop-
erty, which could have been divided
into almost 100 residences. Concern
about losing the course and the im-
pact so many new homes could have

on the school system caused the
Scotch Plains Township Council to
declare the property “an area in need
of rehabilitation” and deliberate mov-
ing the township’s municipal build-
ings to the site. As a result, the New
Jersey Golf Group and Shackamaxon
filed a lawsuit against the township.

When RDC stepped in to purchase
the property with the intention to
maintain it as a golf course, it brokered
a deal that allowed RDC to build 60
age-restricted townhouses on the 12-
to 13-acre portion of the property
that is currently home to unused ten-
nis courts and swimming pool facili-
ties.

In an interview with The Westfield
Leader, Christopher Schiavone, prin-
cipal of RDC, said that during the
course renovations RDC has had up-
graded the course without fundamen-
tally changing the design of the
course.

“People seem very happy with the

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
READY, SET, EAT...The 2,600 runners who participated in the annual “Pizza
Run” last Saturday were cheered on by approximately 6,000 spectators and
rewarded with 5,440 slices of pizza.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Regional Water Alert
AREA - Update: Water main break

repairs are underway in Scotch Plains.
Customers in Union County are asked
to curtail outdoor water use; Issue
Date: July 31, 2012.

New Jersey American Water crews
began emergency repairs this morn-
ing on a 48-inch main break in Scotch
Plains along Portland  Avenue near
Watchung View Place. It is estimated
that repairs will be completed within
the next 48 to 72 hours.

New Jersey American Water ad-
vises customers in the following com-
munities to curtail outdoor water use
while emergency repairs are under-
way on the 48-inch water main. Please
discontinue lawn watering and con-
serve water indoors until further no-
tice. While repairs are made, custom-
ers may experience low water pres-
sure.

Fanwood Borough, Green Brook
Township, Plainfield City, North
Plainfield Borough, Scotch Plains
Township, Warren Township,
Watchung Borough, Clark Township,
Cranford Township, Garwood Bor-
ough, Hillside Township, Kenilworth
Borough, Mountainside Borough,
Roselle Borough, Roselle Park Bor-
ough, Union Township, and Westfield
Town.

Once repairs are completed, cus-
tomers may experience cloudy water
and should simply run their water
until it’s clear before use.

Thank you for your patience while
we make these repairs.

Contact Information:
Name: Customer Service Center
Company: New Jersey American

Water
Phone: 1-800-652-6987

Garwood Hears Westfield Y’s
Variance Proposal for School

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough’s zon-
ing board last Wednesday heard tes-
timony from a traffic engineer, sur-
veyor and planning expert, as well as
some comments and testimony from
residents concerning the Westfield
Area “Y” application for a condi-
tional use variance to relocate its
Garwood-based childcare to Wash-
ington School, and to add a pre-school
and a small family fitness facility.
The application will continue on
Wednesday, August 15, with final
comments from residents before the
board makes a decision.

Traffic Engineer Joseph Staigar
assessed the impact on traffic from
the area. He said there are minimal
delays at the intersections by the
school and relatively light volume of
traffic on the roadways there during
peak traffic hours, and he also said
there was more than sufficient park-
ing on the street.

John Carvin of Locust Avenue said
he felt the survey of 193 parking

spaces in an area of nine square blocks
was unrealistic because users of the
“Y” would want to park close to the
building. He also said parking is heavy
during Little League, soccer and field-
hockey practices held in the fields
behind the school.

“The impact to people who live in
the immediate neighborhood is go-
ing to be more severe than what has
been predicted. When school traffic
was there…people would park in
front of driveways,” Mr. Carvin said.

Debbie Zenneario of Third Avenue,
whose children attended the ‘Y’
daycare at St. Paul’s Church on Cen-
ter Street, said, “…My experiences
are positive. I never had a problem
dropping off or picking up at St.
Paul’s. I never had two or three par-
ents standing with me. I feel, as a
Garwood resident, why would we
not embrace a new resource? … I
understand seven days a week; I get
that. You’re talking about a small
wellness center. The resources are
much more positive.”
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Running for Dough (Westfield Pizza Run)

30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
Designing • Installation • Remodeling
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
INVADERS FROM MARS?...Steve Ciccotelli, left, retired Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School  football coach, and Horace Corbin, publisher of The Leader/Times, inspect
their glow balls prior to playing ‘night golf’ Friday night at Roselle Country Club.

renaissance of Shackamaxon,” Mr.
Schiavone said.

In addition to making upgrades to
the grounds, they have made some
cosmetic changes to the inside and
outside dining areas. RDC also hired
a new course superintendent, direc-
tor of membership, and executive
chef.

Up next are plans to add a fitness
facility at the club, as well as new
pool facilities that will be located
closer to the clubhouse and include a
children’s pool with water features as
well as an adults-only pool with a bar
set up.

Mr. Schiavone told The Leader that
RDC currently is in the process of
obtaining building permits for the
townhouse development on the prop-
erty, and has secured Toll Brothers, a
national building company. The
townhouses would all be 55-plus
units, and would offer residents the
ability to access the golf course via
golf cart, which is a rarity in New
Jersey, according to Mr. Schiavone.

“I am amazed by how many mem-
bers want their name on the list so
they have the chance to purchase the
townhouses once they become avail-
able,” Mr. Schiavone said. “(Our) cur-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Shackamaxon
Fanwood Moving Ahead With
Declaring Home Abandoned

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HOW TO RECYCLE...Volunteers last Saturday at the Fanwood Recycling
Center on North Avenue receive materials from area residents. They manage and
segregate the items for recycling.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
COOL...Residents in Cranford deal with the heat Friday at the municipal pool.

By CHARLOTTE MURTISHAW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD – A house under con-
sideration for placement on
Fanwood’s abandoned property list
is now the source of contentious de-
bate between the borough and the
Scotch Plains man who owns it.

Fanwood officials held a hearing
regarding the 36 Glenwood Road on
July 17. The property in question has
been the recipient of complaints from
neighbors and borough maintenance
personnel due to its allegedly over-
grown state since the prior owner,
Amy Sumner, died in August of 2006.

The bulk of the action took place
even before the start of the meeting as
A. Welles Sumner, Amy Sumner’s
son and executor of her estate, and
who resides in Scotch Plains, ap-
peared and delivered a written re-
sponse to the complaint before leav-
ing. The hearing started afterward.

“Mr. Sumner was given the oppor-
tunity to remain during the hearing
so that his objections contained in
this written document could be dis-
cussed with him,” said Borough At-
torney Dennis Estis, one of the three
officials presiding over the meeting.
“He chose instead to leave the room
and in his opinion this hearing is
quote ‘ultra vires,’ meaning out of the
basis of the law.”

In his letter response, Mr. Sumner
reiterated the ultra vires charge mul-
tiple times, calling the movement of
the house onto the list “the latest in a
series of actions taken by (Public
Works Director) Mr. (Clinton)
Dicksen [the public officer] that are
beyond the power of Mr. Dicksen or
the borough to take, in violation of
state law and of the Constitutions of
the United States and New Jersey.”

His primary extralegal complaints
stem from the borough’s maintenance
of the property, which he claims did
little more than incur trespassing and
damage upon his property at the hands
of borough workers. He also called

into question borough ordinances
regulating the appearance of borough
homes, the so-called “beauty ordi-
nance.”

“Beauty ordinance[s]....are uncon-
stitutionally vague and are arbitrary
and capricious,” he wrote, later add-
ing, “Even a schoolchild knows that
there is no standard that can be em-
bodied into law, or left to the com-
plainant to determine afterward.”

Additionally, placement on the
abandoned property list is in part
dictated by nonoccupancy for at least
six months prior to the complaint;
officials have previously stated that
the house has been empty for more
than six years, but Mr. Sumner attests
that, “the subject property was le-
gally occupied during the six months
prior to the complaint,” and that the
borough failed to properly notify him
of the proceedings against the prop-
erty.

“Several letters were sent to both
the property and Mr. Welles Sumner,
the executor,” Mr. Estis said. “Basi-
cally those letters and notices were
ignored. A second notice was sent on
May 8, 2012 requiring that actions be
taken which would abate the condi-
tions that the public officer determined
existed on this property. On May 17,
the borough published a notice that
the property was included on the
borough’s abandoned property list.
On that same day, the public officer
again inspected the property and found
that no work had been done.”

According to borough (and list)
criteria, there is a certain standard of
upkeep, which must be maintained.

At the hearing, borough officials
ultimately judged the arguments set
forth in the letter to be untrue or
unsubstantiated and decided to move
forth with proceedings to place the
house on the abandoned list.

When a house is placed on the
abandoned property list, it frees the
borough to move forward with deal-
ing with the property as it sees fit.

rent members would love to live right
at the club. I think (the townhomes)
will be very appealing even in this
tough economy.”

When the townhouses are built, a
new entrance to both the new homes
and the golf course would be created,
replacing the existing entrance, which
currently requires members to drive
through a residential neighborhood
in order to access the club.

According to Mr. Schiavone, one
golf hole would need to be adjusted
slightly to allow for the new access
road to be built. It would be located
directly on Lamberts Mill Road, ap-
proximately one-quarter mile down
from the Shackamaxon Drive edge
of the course.

To help bolster sagging member-
ship numbers, RDC has been offer-
ing a special introductory member-
ship rate for new members, and started
offering social membership that al-
lows for use of the dining facilities
with limited golf access.

“We have retained over 90 percent
of the active members since when we
bought the property,” Mr. Schiavone
said. “And we have seen a roughly
80-percent growth in membership
since December.”

$19,000 maintenance fee.
In addition to the generation of

revenue, Sgt. Jimenez told The
Westfield Leader that awareness of
the red light cameras, which are in-
dicated to drivers via signage as they
approach the intersection, is caus-
ing people to drive more responsi-
bly.

“I see people being aware and slow-
ing down and not going through the
red light,” Sgt. Jimenez said.

There are sensors which detect
the speed at which a vehicle is mov-
ing installed before intersections
with red light cameras. If the speed
at which a vehicle is moving indi-
cates that it won’t be able to stop
before the light turns red, a picture
of the vehicle is taken from the rear.
If the vehicle has crossed the stop
line, which is located on the ground
before the cross walk, after the light
turns red, then the mororist will be
issued a ticket. If the vehicle has
already passed over the stop line or
is straddling it between the front and
back tire, when the light turns red,
then the driver will not be issued a
summons.

Tickets must be issued within 90
days of when the violation occurred.
According to Sgt. Jimenez, they are
usually mailed out in 15 to 20 days.

The project’s legislation – which
was passed in 2008 – requires that
there be a specific duration for the
amber light at intersections where
the cameras are installed. The cease
and desist order came from the state
when video footage from some of
the intersections showed that the
length of the amber lights may not
be the same as the time specified by
the legislation. The state notified the
affected municipalities – including
Linden, Springfield, Roselle Park,
Union and Rahway – that it was
requiring analysis be done at each of
the red light camera intersections to
certify that the timing of the amber
signal is within the designated pa-
rameters, as outlined in the legis-
lation, by no later than August 1,
2012.

The state reviewed the certifica-
tions of the cameras to determine if
the duration of the amber light met
the requirements as required by the
legislation. Ticketing can now re-
sume, including the issuing of tickets
for those violations captured during
the suspension of the cameras.

“Each affected municipality has
conducted the requested traffic analy-
sis and provided their re-certifica-
tions to DOT via a professionally
licensed municipal engineer. In each
case the results have confirmed that
the duration of a yellow light at the
authorized intersection meets the
minimum duration as required by the
legislation,” according to DOT state-
ment issued July 25. “The munici-
palities that were affected by the sus-
pension have been informed that they
are now permitted to continue issu-
ing violation summonses, as well as
issue violation summonses for viola-
tions that occurred during the sus-
pension period.”

According to Charles Callari, vice-
president of Scottsdale, Ariz.-based
American Traffic Solutions (ATS),
the company that maintains the red
light cameras in Roselle Park, Union
and Rahway, the cameras have still

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Red Light Cameras

Ron Manzella, business adminis-
trator for Union Township, told The
Leader that it have been operating a
total of 12 cameras at three intersec-
tions since January 2012.

“We have been averaging about
$100,000 per month since the rev-
enue from the cameras started
coming in March/April,” Mr.
Manzella said. “Our police de-
partment compared the first six
months of this year to last year
and accidents are significantly
down. The cameras have greatly
reduced the speed.”

Revenue spreadsheets obtained by
The Leader from Linden’s Chief
Operating Officer Alexis Zack, show
that the since the inception of the
project in August 2011, there have
been 70,971 red light cameras tickets
paid. The tickets have generated a
total of $5,235,919 in revenue to the
city, and the city has paid a total of
$1,265,932 in invoices for the use of
the cameras.

Representatives at the Rahway
municipal court and Springfield
Township said revenue information
specific to the red light cameras was
not available.

been capturing violations since June
which were held in a queue.

ATS is responsible for installing
and operating the red light cameras,
as well as maintaining all in-lane
equipment. It also performs the ini-
tial review of all violations, before
sending them to the town’s police
department, where the violation is
reviewed and either approved or de-
nied. If approved, ATS mails the
ticket out to the owner of the ve-
hicle.

Mr. Callari told The Leader that,
“if an intersection does not pass speed
analysis, the summons collected
would be dropped” and if ultimately
revenue is not able to be collected
from those violations, the town would
not be “not responsible” to pay the
ATS the maintenance fee.

“All three towns have concluded
their speed analysis,” Mr. Callari said.
“Those lights have been tested sev-
eral times over the years, so I am not
surprised they passed.”

Sgt. Jimenez concurred that the
Roselle Park Police Department had
completed the speed study for the
red l ight  camera located at
Westfield Avenue and Locust
Street, and sent the findings to its
municipal engineer, who certified
that the amber light timing was
within the required parameters of
the pilot project.

According to the DOT, there are 85
red light camera intersections in New
Jersey, 16 of which are in Union
County.

Union and Rahway also provided
revenue numbers  for red light cam-
eras in their communities.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
DAMAGE...High winds and heavy rain last Thursday night downed tree limbs
throughout the area, including one at 10 Short Hills Lane in Scotch Plains.

Peter Steck, planning expert for
the “Y,” said, “In my opinion, it has
all the characteristics of an inher-
ently beneficial use.” He said the
“Y”’s use “advances public welfare.”

“Can the applicant demonstrate that
this can be approved without sub-
stantial detriment to the public
good?… In my opinion, the board
can comfortably make that conclu-
sion. The building is suited for insti-
tutional uses. It is vacant and is not
good for the maintenance of the build-
ing. This property cannot be used by
strictly applying the standards be-
cause no private use is permitted. It
will be brought back to life and still
have a community function, which I
assume Garwood residents will take
advantage of…,” Mr. Steck said.

Superintendent of Schools Teresa
Quigley read a statement from the
board of education (BOE) support-
ing the application:

“…The five-year lease agreement
allows the BOE to retain ownership
in the event of future enrollment in-
creases, with the ability to generate
revenue.

“Additionally, the ‘Y’ will provide
the community with enhanced
childcare and recreational opportu-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield ‘Y’ at Garwood
nities, not only for the youth of the
community, but for our seniors as
well…

“We don’t want the site to become
run down and unsightly, thereby de-
teriorating the value of the surround-
ing homes, but a vacant building poses
many challenges…,” Ms. Quigley
said.

Resident Kerry Malone of Beech
Avenue said, “It isn’t the usage we
are upset about. What is bothering us
is the weekend, the nights until 9 p.m.
There are no days off. Parking and
safety is an issue.”

Surveyor James Watson also
showed plans for the signage and its
lighting, as well as for the new play-
ground.

The 35-foot by 35-foot playground
area would be located in front of the
school, near Beech Street. The loca-
tion was moved from the last meeting
because the “Y” did not want to block
the front windows. The playground
would be a single structure with a
double swirl slide, a single slide, a
conical climber, steps and chimes.

There were plans for two, LED
lighted signs. One freestanding sign,
measuring 36.75 inches wide by 43.5
inches high, would be lighted from
the top, shining downward. The PVC
vinyl sign would be 84 inches from
the sidewalk and adjacent to the front
walk. The second sign would be a
wall sign with a gooseneck angle
light, wall mounted in the rear of the
building near Beech Street.

Mr. Watson also discussed the floor
plan. The four classrooms have a
maximum occupancy of 20, 25, 25
and 20 people in each of the class-
rooms. He also said the “Y” plans to
remove a couple of walls on the first
floor in order to have a fitness area.
The total occupation of the building
is 561 people, based on building
codes, he said.

GARWOOD...Experts testify regard-
ing ‘Y’ variance proposal.
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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

Scotch Plains
Property Tax Notice

SCOTCH PLAINS —  2012 Final/
2013 Preliminary Tax Bills were to
be mailed by July 26 and will be due
by Thursday, August 23, without in-
terest. Payments received after that
date will be late and interest will be
calculated back to August 1.

WESTERN ADVENTURE…Westfield Troop No. 77, Fanwood Troop No. 33
and North Plainfield Troop No. 235 recently completed a two-week trip to the
Philmont Scout Ranch in Cimarron, N.M., where they enjoyed hiking, white-
water rafting and exploring the scenic country. The adult leaders were Steve
Reid, Steve Huber and Grant Van Eck. The Boy Scouts are reading The Westfield
Leader/Times at Shaefer’s Peak along the pass of Tooth of Time.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SPLISH SPLASH...A 48-inch water main pipe in Scotch Plains burst around 4 a.m. on Tuesday morning.  Homes located
near the corner of Portland Avenue and Birch Street where the pipe burst were flooded and some residents evacuated.
Nearby St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman Catholic Church and school also sustained water damage.  Area residents had
little or no water pressure in the aftermath of the flooding. Mud covered several blocks.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
READY, SET, EAT...The 2,600 runners who participated in the annual “Pizza
Run” last Saturday were cheered on by approximately 6,000 spectators and
rewarded with 5,440 slices of pizza.

Fanwood Moving Ahead With
Declaring Home Abandoned

By CHARLOTTE MURTISHAW
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — A house under con-
sideration for placement on
Fanwood’s abandoned property list
is now the source of contentious de-
bate between the borough and the
Scotch Plains man who owns it.

Fanwood officials held a hearing
regarding the property at 36
Glenwood Road on July 17. The prop-
erty in question has been the recipi-
ent of complaints from neighbors and
borough maintenance personnel due
to its allegedly overgrown state since
the prior owner, Amy Sumner, died

in August of 2006.
The bulk of the action took place

even before the start of the meeting as
A. Welles Sumner, Amy Sumner’s son
and executor of her estate, and who
resides in Scotch Plains, appeared and
delivered a written response to the
complaint before leaving. The hear-
ing started shortly afterward.

“Mr. Sumner was given the oppor-
tunity to remain during the hearing
so that his objections contained in
this written document could be dis-
cussed with him,” said Borough At-
torney Dennis Estis, one of the three
officials presiding over the meeting.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE...Area residents do their part to be “green” by
bringing their recyclables to the Fanwood Recycling Center last Saturday.  The
center is open Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and Wednesdays are do-it-yourself
day from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

“He chose instead to leave the room
and in his opinion this hearing is
quote ‘ultra vires,’ meaning out of the
basis of the law.”

In his letter response, Mr. Sumner
reiterated the ultra vires charge mul-
tiple times, calling the movement of
the house onto the list “the latest in a
series of actions taken by (Public
Works Director) Mr. (Clinton)
Dicksen [the public officer] that are
beyond the power of Mr. Dicksen or
the borough to take, in violation of
state law and of the Constitutions of
the United States and New Jersey.”

His primary extralegal complaints
stem from the borough’s maintenance
of the property, which he claims did
little more than incur trespassing and
damage upon his property at the hands
of borough workers. He also called
into question borough ordinances
regulating the appearance of borough
homes, the so-called “beauty ordi-
nance.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Towns Brace, NJDOT OK’s
Red Light Camera Tickets
By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION — The New Jersey De-
partment of Transportation (NJDOT)
has lifted suspensions of red light
cameras, including several cameras
located at intersections in Linden,
Springfield, Union, Rahway and
Roselle Park, thus enabling the con-
tinuation of the issuing of tickets to
motorists caught running red lights.
The DOT had suspended the cameras
until it could determine if all towns
were in compliance with the formula
specified in legislation that initiated
the state’s pilot program.

The red light cameras are part of a
pilot project which was started in
2009, that “aims to determine whether
red light cameras promote safety by
reducing the frequency and severity
of crashes at intersections,” accord-
ing to a press statement released by
the NJDOT.

In the spring of 2011, the County
of Union entered into inter-local

agreements with Roselle Park, Union
and Rahway, to participate in the red
light camera pilot project. The agree-
ments state the county will share half
of the $4,750 per-camera monthly
maintenance fee with each town, and
also share half of the revenue gener-
ated by violations issued through the
traffic control monitoring systems.

The county told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times it currently is in liti-
gation regarding the terms of similar
agreements with those towns as well.

Each red light ticket issued costs
$85, with $11.50 going to state pro-
grams and $18.50 going towards
municipal court-related expenses.
The remaining $55 revenue is split
with the county for towns with inter-
local agreements, so the issuing town
collects $27.50 per violation.

According to Roselle Park Police
Sergeant Manuel Jimenez, the
monthly average number of tickets
issued from the four red light cam-

Shackamaxon One Year
After Purchase by RDC

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — After being
purchased by an affiliate of RDC
Golf Group Inc. last winter,
Shackamaxon Golf and Country Club
has already undergone a complete
bunker renovation, and is seeing an
upturn in membership.

Shackamaxon, which has hosted
several prestigious events in the past
including the New Jersey State Golf
Association (NJSGA) Open Cham-
pionship, was designed by the fa-
mous architect A.W. Tillenhast, and

is the site of his famous first island
green creation on the ninth hole.

When the previous management
company, Troon Golf, put the nearly
100-year-old, par-71 course up for
sale in 2010, developers started clam-
oring to purchase the 146-acre prop-
erty, which could have been divided
into almost 100 residences. Concern
about losing the course and the im-
pact so many new homes could have
on the school system caused the
Scotch Plains Township Council to
declare the property “an area in need
of rehabilitation” and deliberate mov-
ing the township’s municipal build-
ings to the site. As a result, the New
Jersey Golf Group and Shackamaxon
filed a lawsuit against the township.

When RDC stepped in to purchase
the property with the intention to
maintain it as a golf course, it brokered
a deal that allowed RDC to build 60
age-restricted townhouses on the 12-
to 13-acre portion of the property

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Substation Upgrades OK’d By
Fanwood Board of Adjustment

By LAURIE SCHWARTZ
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — After more than
two-and-a-half hours of testimony
and debate, the Fanwood Board of
Adjustment, on July 25, approved
the Public Service Electric & Gas
Company’s (PSE&G) application
(with conditions), consisting of pre-
liminary and final site plan ap-
proval, conditional use approval,
use variances and ancillary vari-
ances, all for the purpose of up-
grading the Fanwood substation at
50 South Avenue.

PSE&G is undergoing a massive
project in New Jersey to bring its
outdated equipment up to speed
with current and future electrical
demand. PSE&G’s North Central
Reliability Project will cost (ac-
cording to PSE&G’s May 26, 2011
petition to the Board of Public Utili-
ties) about $300 to $330 million to
complete, span approximately 35
miles and affect almost a third of
the state’s population. The project
has been ongoing since at least
2009, with a projected end date of
June 2014.

It consists of upgrades to substa-
tions in West Orange, Livingston,
Fanwood, Edison and Woodbridge,
as well as the replacement of 138kV
wires with 230kV ones. These sub-
stations are the intermediaries be-
tween the high voltage transmis-

sion lines and the electricity deliv-
ered to homes and businesses.
Fanwood’s substation was built
sometime in the 1960s to service
the demand of electricity in the area.

PSE&G came prepared and filled
two rows of benches with witnesses
and experts to field questions from
the board members and the public.
PSE&G presented testimony from
several witnesses describing the de-
tails of the Fanwood substation up-
grade. Specifically, two new trans-
formers, switchgear and other nec-
essary equipment will be installed
and the old equipment will be re-
moved. The existing 58-foot tower
will be replaced with a 70-foot
monopole. The existing chain-
linked fence will be replaced with a
more attractive fence to be approved
by the borough. Furthermore,
PSE&G has offered to both land-
scape the fence area and remedy a
water drainage issue that exists on
the property.

One point of controversy about the
project is that the equipment is not
simply being replaced, but is being
repositioned to accommodate the
substation’s larger capacity (the con-
version from 138kV to 230kV). Be-
cause more electricity is running
through the system, the equipment

must be spaced farther apart, which,
at the Fanwood station, means en-
croaching into a residential district.
PSE&G’s lot is partially “light indus-
trial” and partially “residential;” it
has sought permission to utilize the
residential portion for the expansion.

Barbara Sangiuliano, owner of a
house at 46 LaGrande Avenue,
voiced her concerns over the poten-
tial diminution in the value of her
property, which currently is on the
market.

“The movement of the monopole
will be closer to [my] residence, it
will be higher in electrical [capac-
ity] and it is flat out ugly… There
will be a new electrical station
across the street from [my] prop-
erty, in the residential district, [and]
closer to [my] property…. Who-
ever moves into this house, if I sell
it, will have ugly to the right… with
[a] high intensity tower … [and]
ugly across the street in a residen-
tial district with this new electrical
substation,” she told the board.

Another resident complained he
and an adjoining property owner
were not given proper notice of the
hearing.

Notwithstanding the public com-
ments, all board members present
approved PSE&G’s application.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Regional Water Alert
AREA - Update: Water main break

repairs are underway in Scotch Plains.
Customers in Union County are asked
to curtail outdoor water use; Issue
Date: July 31, 2012.

New Jersey American Water crews
began emergency repairs this morn-
ing on a 48-inch main break in Scotch
Plains along Portland  Avenue near
Watchung View Place. It is estimated
that repairs will be completed within
the next 48 to 72 hours.

New Jersey American Water ad-
vises customers in the following com-
munities to curtail outdoor water use
while emergency repairs are under-
way on the 48-inch water main. Please
discontinue lawn watering and con-
serve water indoors until further no-
tice. While repairs are made, custom-
ers may experience low water pres-
sure.

Fanwood Borough, Green Brook
Township, Plainfield City, North
Plainfield Borough, Scotch Plains
Township, Warren Township,
Watchung Borough, Clark Township,
Cranford Township, Garwood Bor-
ough, Hillside Township, Kenilworth
Borough, Mountainside Borough,
Roselle Borough, Roselle Park Bor-
ough, Union Township, and Westfield
Town.

Once repairs are completed, cus-
tomers may experience cloudy water
and should simply run their water
until it’s clear before use.

Thank you for your patience while
we make these repairs.

Contact Information:
Name: Customer Service Center
Company: New Jersey American

Water
Phone: 1-800-652-6987
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30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
Designing • Installation • Remodeling

Introducing the Claim Satisfaction Guarantee.
I hope you never have a car accident. But if you
do, it’s nice to know you’ll  be happy with your
claim experience. Guaranteed. If not, you’ll get
a  six-month  credit  on  your  premium.  Sound
good? Call me today.

Nelson C. Espeland, LUTCF
(908) 233 6300
 
The Espeland Group
Scotch Plains
nelson@allstate.com

 YOU CAN  
 QUOTE ME
ON THAT

CLAIM SERVICE 
SO GOOD 
IT’S GUARANTEED

Subject to terms, conditions, and availability for a limited time on standard auto policies (and all TX auto
policies).  Premium credit  will  vary  based  upon  vehicle  involved  and  term of  underlying  policy.  ©  2011
Allstate Insurance Company

CAPITOL…Fanwood-Scotch Plains Troops No. 40764 and 40270 were among
more than 200,000 Girl Scouts and friends from around the world who traveled
to Washington, D.C. June 9 for “Girl Scouts Rock the Mall: 100th Anniversary
Sing-Along” on the National Mall. They also visited landmarks and enjoyed
various activities. Troop 40764 members are pictured outside the White House.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
INVADERS FROM MARS?...Steve Ciccotelli, left, retired Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School football coach, and Horace Corbin, publisher of The Leader/Times,
inspect their glow balls prior to playing “night golf” Friday night at Roselle
Country Club.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
READY, SET, RECYCLE...Area resident Steve Cauley sorts glass at the
Fanwood Recycling Center last Saturday.  The center is open Saturdays
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and Wednesdays are do-it-yourself day from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
JERSEY CORN...Customers buzzed around the Farmers’ Market on Saturday
in Scotch Plains.  There was an excellent turnout as Jersey Corn hit its peak.

eras located at the intersection of
Westfield Avenue and Locust Street
is 728, since the program started in
May 2011. Those tickets generate
an average of $20,020 per month,
so Roselle Park is profiting an aver-
age of $10,520 per month from the
red light cameras, after paying half
of the $19,000 maintenance fee.

In addition to the generation of
revenue, Sgt. Jimenez told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
awareness of the red light cameras,
which are indicated to drivers via
signage as they approach the inter-
section, is causing people to drive
more responsibly.

“I see people being aware and
slowing down and not going through
the red light,” Sgt. Jimenez said.

There are sensors which detect
the speed at which a vehicle is mov-
ing installed before intersections
with red light cameras. If the speed
at which a vehicle is moving indi-
cates that it will not be able to stop
before the light turns red, a picture
of the vehicle is taken from the rear.
If the vehicle has crossed the stop
line, which is located on the ground
before the crosswalk, after the light
turns red, then the motorist will be
issued a ticket. If the vehicle has
already passed over the stop line or
is straddling it between the front
and back tire, when the light turns
red, then the driver will not be is-
sued a summons.

Tickets must be issued within 90
days of when the violation occurred.
According to Sgt. Jimenez, they are
usually mailed out in 15 to 20 days.

The project’s legislation – which
was passed in 2008 – requires that
there be a specific duration for the
amber light at intersections where
the cameras are installed. The cease
and desist order came from the state
when video footage from some of
the intersections showed that the
length of the amber lights may not
be the same as the time specified by
the legislation. The state notified
the affected municipalities – includ-
ing Linden, Springfield, Roselle
Park, Union and Rahway – that it
was requiring analysis be done at
each of the red light camera inter-
sections to certify that the timing of
the amber signal is within the des-
ignated parameters, as outlined in
the legislation, by no later than
August 1, 2012.

The state reviewed the certifica-
tions of the cameras to determine if
the duration of the amber light met
the requirements as required by the
legislation. Ticketing can now re-
sume, including the issuing of tick-
ets for those violations captured
during the suspension of the cam-
eras.

“Each affected municipality has
conducted the requested traffic
analysis and provided their re-cer-
tifications to NJDOT via a profes-
sionally licensed municipal engi-
neer. In each case, the results have
confirmed that the duration of a
yellow light at the authorized inter-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Red Light Cameras
that currently is home to unused ten-
nis courts and swimming pool facili-
ties.

In an interview with The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, Christopher
Schiavone, principal of RDC, said
that during the course renovations,
RDC had upgraded the course with-
out fundamentally changing the de-
sign of the course.

“People seem very happy with the
renaissance of Shackamaxon,” Mr.
Schiavone said.

In addition to making upgrades to
the grounds, RDC has made some
cosmetic changes to the inside and
outside dining areas. RDC hired a
new course superintendent, director
of membership and executive chef.

Up next are plans to add a fitness
facility at the club, as well as new
pool facilities that will be located
closer to the clubhouse and include a
children’s pool with water features as
well as an adults-only pool with a bar
set up.

Mr. Schiavone told The Times that
RDC currently is in the process of
obtaining building permits for the
townhouse development on the prop-
erty, and has secured Toll Brothers, a
national building company. The
townhouses would all be 55-plus
units, and would offer residents the
ability to access the golf course via
golf cart, which is a rarity in New
Jersey, according to Mr. Schiavone.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Shackamaxon Cranford Awards $1.9 M Contract
For Flood Repairs of Muni. Building

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – The Cranford
Township Committee held a special
meeting Monday night to award the
contract for repairs, renovations and
alterations to the lower portion of the
municipal building on Springfield
Avenue, which was devastated by
Hurricane Irene last August. Offi-
cials also were supposed to award a
contract for clerk of the works; how-
ever, the committee immediately went
into executive session to discuss con-
tractual and personnel matters, which
lasted for over an hour.

When the meeting opened to the
public, Mayor David Robinson said
that eight bids were received for the
repairs. The lowest responsible bid-
der, W.B. Snyder Company, was
awarded the contract at the price of
$1,870,000.

Mayor Robinson said the commit-
tee decided not to award a contract for
a clerk of the works on the project.
This is defined as a person employed
on a construction site to represent the
client, in this case the Township of
Cranford, to verify that the design and
quality standards are complied with.

“The committee has decided that
we have enough qualified people in
Cranford who would be willing to do
the job at no cost,” he said. The town-
ship committee has already voted to
bond for $3 million for the repairs.
The township also expects to receive
money from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) and
from insurance.

In other business, Cranford activ-
ist Rita LaBrutta asked Township At-
torney Philip Morin what happened
to the motion by Cranford Develop-
ment Associates (CDA) to state Su-
perior Court Judge Lisa F. Chrystal to
hear a motion, tomorrow, August 3,
in Superior Court in Elizabeth chal-
lenging the New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection

(NJDEP), which is demanding CDA
build up Birchwood Avenue one foot
above the 100-year flood plain in
order to obtain necessary permits from
the NJDEP. Mr. Morin said the mo-
tion was recalled by the CDA.

“Judge Chrystal said the matter
can be heard by court-appointed hear-
ing officer Judge Douglas Wolfson at
the Birchwood site plan hearing,”
Mr. Morin said.

He said the site plan hearing will
take place in Superior Court on
Wednesday and Thursday, August 8
and 9, at 10 a.m. at the Union County
Courthouse, 2 Broad Street, Eliza-
beth. Ms. LaBrutta then asked if the
judge has responded to Cranford’s
request that the hearing be held in
September in Cranford.

Mr. Morin said Judge Chrystal said
she is deferring to Elizabeth McKenzie,
the Special Master, who thinks that
Elizabeth is a better place for the hear-
ing and has better security and park-
ing. Mr. Morin said the hearing should
be guided by land use laws.

When asked if the Cranford Plan-
ning Board would be part of the hear-
ing, Mayor Robinson responded,
“No, this was taken completely out of
our hands; it’s bizarre, and keeps
getting more bizarre!”

The next township committee work-
shop meeting will be on Monday,
August 13, at 7:30 p.m. A conference
and official meeting will take place on
Tuesday, August 14, also at 7:30 p.m.
and also at the municipal building,
located at 8 Springfield Avenue.

“I am amazed by how many mem-
bers want their name on the list so
they have the chance to purchase the
townhouses once they become avail-
able,” Mr. Schiavone said. “(Our)
current members would love to live
right at the club. I think (the
townhouses) will be very appealing
even in this tough economy.”

When the townhouses are built, a
new entrance to both the new homes
and the golf course would be created,
replacing the existing entrance, which
currently requires members to drive
through a residential neighborhood
in order to access the club.

According to Mr. Schiavone, one
golf hole would need to be adjusted
slightly to allow for the new access
road to be built. It would be located
directly on Lamberts Mill Road, ap-
proximately one-quarter mile down
from the Shackamaxon Drive edge
of the course.

To help bolster sagging member-
ship numbers, RDC has been offer-
ing a special introductory member-
ship rate for new members, and started
offering social membership that al-
lows for use of the dining facilities
with limited golf access.

“We have retained over 90 percent
of the active members since when we
bought the property,” Mr. Schiavone
said. “And we have seen a roughly
80-percent growth in membership
since December.”

section meets the minimum dura-
tion as required by the legislation,”
according to a DOT statement is-
sued July 25. “The municipalities
that were affected by the suspen-
sion have been informed that they
are now permitted to continue issu-
ing violation summonses, as well
as issue violation summonses for
violations that occurred during the
suspension period.”

According to Charles Callari,
vice-president of Scottsdale, Ariz.-
based American Traffic Solutions
(ATS), the company that maintains
the red light cameras in Roselle
Park, Union and Rahway, the cam-
eras have still been capturing viola-
tions since June which were held in
a queue.

ATS is responsible for installing
and operating the red light cam-
eras, as well as maintaining all in-
lane equipment. It also performs
the initial review of all violations,
before sending them to the town’s
police department, where the vio-
lation is reviewed and either ap-
proved or denied. If approved, ATS
mails the ticket out to the owner of
the vehicle.

Mr. Callari told The Times that,
“if an intersection does not pass
speed analysis, the summons col-
lected would be dropped” and if
ultimately revenue is not able to be
collected from those violations, the
town would not be “not respon-
sible” to pay the ATS the mainte-
nance fee.

“All three towns have concluded
their speed analysis,” Mr. Callari
said. “Those lights have been tested
several times over the years, so I am
not surprised they passed.”

Sgt. Jimenez concurred that the
Roselle Park Police Department had
completed the speed study for the
red light camera located at Westfield
Avenue and Locust Street, and sent
the findings to its municipal engi-
neer, who certified that the amber
light timing was within the required
parameters of the pilot project.

According to the DOT, there are
85 red light camera intersections in
New Jersey, 16 of which are in
Union County.

Union and Rahway also provided
revenue numbers for red light cam-
eras in their communities.

Ron Manzella, business adminis-
trator for Union Township, told The
Times that it has been operating a
total of 12 cameras at three intersec-
tions since January 2012.

“We have been averaging about
$100,000 per month since the rev-
enue from the cameras started com-
ing in March/April,” Mr. Manzella
said. “Our police department com-
pared the first six months of this year
to last year and accidents are signifi-
cantly down. The cameras have
greatly reduced the speed.”

Revenue spreadsheets obtained
by The Times from Linden’s Chief
Operating Officer Alexis Zack show
that  since the inception of the
project in August 2011, there have
been 70,971 red light camera tick-
ets paid. The tickets have generated
a total of $5,235,919 in revenue to
the city, and the city has paid a total
of $1,265,932 in invoices for the
use of the cameras.

Representatives at the Rahway
Municipal Court and Springfield
Township said revenue information
specific to the red light cameras was
not available.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DAMAGE...High winds and heavy rain last Thursday night downed tree limbs
throughout the area, including one at 10 Short Hills Lane in Scotch Plains.

Garwood Hears ‘Y”s
Variance Testimony

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The zoning board
last Wednesday heard testimony from
experts and comments from residents
concerning the Westfield Area “Y”
application for a conditional use vari-
ance to relocate its Garwood-based
childcare to Washington School, and
to add a pre-school and family fitness
facility. The application will continue
on Wednesday, August 15.

Traffic Engineer Joseph Staigar
said there was more than sufficient
parking on the street.

John Carvin of Locust Avenue said
he felt a parking survey was unrealis-
tic because users of the “Y” would
want to park close to the building.

“When school traffic was
there…people would park in front of
driveways,” Mr. Carvin said.

Debbie Zenneario of Third Avenue
said, “…My experiences are posi-
tive. ...why would we not embrace a
new resource?”

Peter Steck, planning expert for
the “Y,” said, “...the ‘Y’’s use ad-
vances public welfare.”

Superintendent of Schools Teresa
Quigley read:

“…The five-year lease agreement
allows the BOE to retain ownership
in the event of future enrollment in-
creases, with the ability to generate
revenue...”

“Beauty ordinance[s]....are uncon-
stitutionally vague and are arbitrary
and capricious,” he wrote, later add-
ing, “Even a schoolchild knows that
there is no standard that can be em-
bodied into law, or left to the com-
plainant to determine afterward.”

Additionally, placement on the
abandoned property list is in part
dictated by non-occupancy for at least
six months prior to the complaint;
officials have previously stated that
the house has been empty for more
than six years, but Mr. Sumner attests
that, “the subject property was le-
gally occupied during the six months
prior to the complaint,” and that the
borough failed to properly notify him
of the proceedings against the prop-
erty.

“Several letters were sent to both
the property and Mr. Welles Sumner,
the executor,” Mr. Estis said. “Basi-
cally those letters and notices were
ignored. A second notice was sent on
May 8, 2012 requiring that actions be
taken which would abate the condi-
tions that the public officer determined
existed on this property. On May 17,
the borough published a notice that
the property was included on the
borough’s abandoned property list.
On that same day, the public officer
again inspected the property and found
that no work had been done.”

According to borough (and list)
criteria, there is a certain standard of
upkeep, which must be maintained.

At the hearing, borough officials
ultimately judged the arguments set
forth in the letter to be untrue or
unsubstantiated and decided to move
forth with proceedings to place the
house on the abandoned property list.

When a house is placed on the
abandoned property list, it frees the
borough to move forward with deal-
ing with the property as it sees fit.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Abandoned



The publishers of the LEADER/TIMES strive 
to bring you, our readers, the best weekly 
newspaper in the state. But to help us 
keep doing this …

WE WANT 
YOU …

AS A 
SUBSCRIBER !

DON’T MISS OUT

Order 52 Issues Of

The Scotch Plains – Fanwood 
TIMES

The Westfield Leader

HERE’S WHY :
You are important to our advertisers. They 
CARE about doing business with Westfield, 
Scotch Plains and Fanwood people and 
they want to know that YOU are reading 
their message in the LEADER/TIMES 
each week. Support the weekly newspaper 
by mailing in the coupon below TODAY! 
Each Thursday you’ll be glad you did!

Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.

The Leader The TIMES
New Subscriber Renewal

One Year – $33 Two Years – $62 Three Years – $90

Name: 

Address:

City:     State: Zip:

Phone:    Email:

CC#:

Exp. Date:   Sec. Code:

Signature:
Cut coupon and mail to: P.O. Box 250 Westfield, New Jersey 07091. 

Or call 908.232.4407. Subscriptions are pre-paid and non-refundable.

Special Low Rate Of Only

$33.00

For 52 BIG Issues Mailed 

To Your Home Each Thursday!

EASY TO DO ONLINE TOO

goleader.com/subscribe

It’s Always Open 24 Hours!

and don’t forget ...

In Depth Coverage P Community News P Regional Sports P Editorial Commentary 
Arts & Entertainment P Education Matters P Breaking News Happening in Your Town

Cash Check



Page 2  Thursday, August 2, 2012 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

   P092014

Call me and I’ll help you 
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Red Light Cameras Have
Been Re-certified for Use

Senator Michael Doherty (R-23)
issued the following statement in re-
sponse to reports that red light cam-
eras that had previously been sus-
pended pending the completion of
timing studies have been re-certified
for use:

“I continue to believe that the red
light camera program is misguided
and will push forward with legisla-
tion to ban the use of red light cam-
eras in New Jersey. The certification
of the 63 red light cameras in ques-
tion does nothing to address the pro-
priety of the program as a whole.
More than 4,000 people have signed
my online petition supporting our
effort to ban red light cameras in New
Jersey. I urge people to join our effort
by signing the petition at
senatenj.com/cameras.”

Sen. Doherty is the sponsor of leg-
islation, S-1952, that would ban the
use of red light cameras in New Jersey.

Kean Comments on Court
Ruling on Judges’ Pensions

Senate Republican Leader Tom
Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield) issued the
following statement on the state Su-
preme Court ruling negating pension
and healthcare reform for members
of the Judiciary:

“The pension and healthcare re-
form law does not diminish judges’
salaries as cited in the state constitu-
tion. Rather, it requires that judges’
contributions for their retirement ben-
efits and healthcare keep up with the
cost of providing them. The judicial
pension system is in dire financial
trouble that will be a tremendous
burden to the taxpayers alone with-
out increased contributions from
judges themselves. Every single state
employee in New Jersey is governed
by the pension and healthcare reform
law we passed last year, and judges
should be no different.

“The Court’s ruling is wrong, how-
ever, if it is the justices’ position that
the law is unconstitutional then the
state constitution is flawed and needs
to be changed. Judges should not be
insulated from economic reality by a
dubious claim that paying their fair
share for the richest benefits in state
government is an impediment to ju-
dicial independence.”

Assemblyman Wants Oversight
Of N.J. Halfway Houses

Assembly Law and Public Safety
Chairman Charles Mainor (D-31,
Jersey City) said his committee re-
cently held a hearing on a “troubling
lack of oversight at halfway houses
operating under the Christie
administration’s Department of Cor-
rections.”

At start of the hearing he said,
“We’ve all seen the news reports de-
tailing escapes, gang activity, drugs
and sexual abuse at these facilities.

And we’ve learned of the tragic con-
sequences. These reports raise seri-
ous questions about the Christie
administration’s ability to properly
oversee these facilities…When es-
capes, gang activity, drugs and sexual
abuse are widespread, something is
terribly wrong and
unacceptable….We are prepared to
take whatever legislative action is
necessary to remedy these problems.”

He said the matter deserves “close
scrutiny in light of Gov. Christie’s
indefensible line-item vetoes of
stricter halfway house oversight. The
longer we allow this system to con-
tinue as-is unchecked, the more we
jeopardize the safety and well-being
of the public at large.”
Christie’s Appointments Counsel
To Head Econom. Dev. Authority

Michele Brown, Governor Chris
Christie’s appointments counsel, is
resigning from her position to head
the state’s Economic Development
Authority (EDA). Gov. Christie’s
cabinet counsel since January 2010,
she previously worked as an assistant
U.S. Attorney under Mr. Christie
when he was U.S. Attorney.

Ms. Brown will replace Caren
Franzini, the current CEO and presi-
dent of the Authority, who is resign-
ing as of September 30 after 18 years.

Ms. Brown will become CEO and
Timothy Lizura, EDA’s current vice-
president of finance and development,
will serve as president and chief op-
erating officer of the EDA under a
new executive structure approved by
the EDA board.

Ms. Brown will paid $225,000 with
Mr. Lizura receiving $205,000, ac-
cording to The Record.

Early Dem Primary for Gov.
Shows Wisnewski Vs. Buono

Politickernj.com is reporting that the
Democratic Primary for governor next
year has already begun with a battle
between state Senator Barbara Buono
(D-18, Edison) and Assemblyman John
Wisnewski (D-19, Sayreville), the state
Democratic chairman.

Kwon Named Deputy Counsel
At Port Authority of NY-NJ

Phillip Kwon, whose nomination to
the state Supreme Court was rejected
earlier this year by the Democtatically-
controlled Senate Judiciary Committee,
has been named deputy general counsel
for the Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey, The Star-Ledger has re-
ported.

 He will replace will replace
former New Jersey Attorney Gen-
eral Paula Dow, who had been hired
as deputy general counsel after her
own nomination to the state Supe-
rior Court in Essex County was
held up by Democratic lawmakers
from the county. Ms. Dow  has
since  been approved to the  Supe-
rior Court bench in Burlington
County.

RECOGNIZED FOR DONATION…Union County Freeholder Vice-Chairman
Linda Carter, right, and Freeholders Vernell Wright, left, and Mohamed Jalloh,
second from left, present certificates to Rich and Donna Albanese-DeMair,
owners of the Dairy Queen in Plainfield, recognizing them for their donation of
about 60 bicycles for children during a “Christmas in July” event hosted by the
Salvation Army in Plainfield. Mr. Albanese-DeMair refurbished all the bikes
making them as-good-as-new.

Kean Working to Avoid
Loss of Accreditation

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION — Kean University, cur-
rently at risk of losing its accredita-
tion, has vowed to take the next nec-
essary step to comply with the Middle
States Commission on Higher Edu-
cation (MSCHE), which has placed
the Union-based institution on pro-
bation. Kean must be back in compli-
ance with MSCHE standards by June
2013.

According to Richard Pokrass,
director of communications and
public relations at MSCHE, if Kean
were to lose its accreditation, its
students would no longer be eli-
gible to receive federal financial
aid through Pell grants, guaranteed
student loans or the College Work
Study. In addition, the university
would no longer be eligible for fed-
eral grants.

“In the past, institutions that have
lost their accreditation have closed
their doors because of the significant
loss of revenue or have merged with,
or been acquired by, other institu-
tions,” Mr. Pokrass said. However, “it
is too early to project whether the
university will actually lose its ac-
creditation.”

MSCHE requires all of its ac-
credited institutions to comply with
14 standards.  In June 2011,
MSCHE warned Kean that its ac-
creditation was in “jeopardy” be-
cause of “insufficient evidence”
that the institution was in compli-
ance with Standards 7 (Institutional
Assessment) and 14 (Assessment
of Student Learning),” Mr. Pokrass
reviewed.

A written monitoring report was
required by March 1, 2012 to address
the issues the MSCHE cited. There-
after, MSCHE dispatched a team of
peer evaluators to Kean’s campus to
verify the contents of the report. On
June 28, 2012, MSCHE placed Kean
on probation, “a more serious status
than a warning,” he said.

“Rather than being out of compli-
ance with two standards, the com-
mission and its evaluators now found
the university to be out of compli-
ance with four standards – 6 (Integ-
rity), 7 (Institutional Assessment),
12 (General Education) and 14 (As-
sessment of Student Learning),” he
noted.

Kean’s next written report to the
commission is due on September 1.
After report is submitted a small team
of peer evaluators will again visit the
university to verify the contents of
the document. The team will then
share a draft of the report with the
university president for correction of
any factual errors. The team report,
the president’s response and the Sep-
tember 1 monitoring report will then
be shared with the MSCHE’s Com-
mittee on Follow-up Activities dur-
ing its October meeting.

“After thorough review and dis-
cussion,” Mr. Pokrass noted, the com-
mittee will make recommendations
regarding Kean’s accreditation sta-
tus at the November meeting of the
full commission.

He noted that the MSCHE “has
various options available to it during
the November meeting; I cannot pre-
dict what the outcome will be.”

The university, in a statement pro-

vided by Kean Media Relations
spokesperson Matthew Caruso, told
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, “Members of
the Kean community, including fac-
ulty, staff and administrators, are
working collaboratively to ensure that
the monitoring report we deliver to
the Middle States Commission is of
the highest quality.”

At an early July meeting, Kean
President Dawood Farahi and Board
of Trustees Chairman Ada Morell
accused the MSCHE of having a
“staff-driven agenda” against the
university and said the commission
“has made compliance with the ac-
creditation-review process a moving
target, applying its standards both
subjectively and surreptitiously.”

When asked to respond to the
claims, Mr. Pokrass said, “I cannot
directly address the Kean allegation
other than to state that the commis-
sion has been very clear and consis-
tent in its expectations for the univer-
sity.”

Under federal regulations, if an in-
stitution loses its accreditation, “all
credits or degrees earned up until the
date that the loss of accreditation be-
comes effective are considered as hav-
ing been earned from an accredited
institution,” Mr. Pokrass noted.

In addition, MSCHE and the U.S.
Department of Education require that
an institution in the final phases of
losing its accreditation or closing must
present a “teach-out plan” for ap-
proval.

These plans “specifically describe
how presently enrolled students will
have opportunities to complete their
degree, either with their current insti-
tution or at another institution with
which the accreditation-challenged
college or university has made spe-
cial arrangements.”

For students who have partially
completed their programs, “any cred-
its or degrees earned up until the date
that the accreditation ceases would
be legally considered to have been
earned at an accredited institution.
Any credits or degrees earned after
that date would not.

“Kean would be required to make
provisions for students to complete
their degree at another institution,
and the degree would likely have the
name of the other institution on it,” he
added.

Though the loss of accreditation by
a public institution is “exceptionally
rare,” he noted that “it has happened in
various parts of the country.”

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

Garwood Dems Announce
2012 Campaign Goals

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Democratic Committee has an-
nounced that William Nierstedt and
Ann Palmer are their Democratic can-
didates for council in 2012. Ms. Palmer
will take the place of Michael Wilson
who stepped down after the Primary
Election for personal reasons.

“Bill and Ann have a positive vision for
the future of Garwood because they com-
bine a fresh perspective with their knowl-
edge of the town. They will be open, and
honest, and will work with residents and
fellow council members on any issue that
is of concern. They believe in fiscal re-
sponsibility while enhancing and main-
taining the current level of services for
Garwood,” according to a press release
from the Garwood Democrats.

“The candidates understand how
important it is to keep the lines of
communication open with residents,
and will really listen to concerns, and
work to find solutions. Bill and Ann
pledge to work as a team with all
agencies, departments, and commit-
tees to evaluate and improve the ser-
vices within Garwood. They want to
bring stability and professionalism

back to Garwood’s government.
As Garwood pursues new devel-

opment projects, the candidates said
they want to maintain Garwood’s
small town charm. They said their
objectivity is needed to balance de-
velopment with the small town atmo-
sphere while increasing Garwood’s
ratable tax base, which they said
would benefit all of the residents.

“Bill and Ann are not only looking
to the future, but are focused on cur-
rent issues facing Garwood. Their
motto of ‘Accomplished Past – Pre-
pared for the Future’ is more than just
a motto; it is their promise to resi-
dents that they will do their best to
promote and follow through with
progress in Garwood,” according to
the Garwood Democrats.

Mr. Nierstedt served on the plan-
ning board, board of education, and
the Education Foundation of
Garwood and Ms. Palmer served on
the board of education for seven
years, two years as president, and is
a former member of the Garwood
PTA and the Education Foundation
of Garwood.

‘National Night Out’ This
Tuesday in CF, Spr. and FW
CRANFORD – The Cranford Po-

lice Department will be participating
in the 29th Annual National Night
Out this Tuesday, August 7, from 6 to
9 p.m. near the Gazebo at the inter-
section of North Union Avenue and
Springfield Avenue.  The free nation-
wide event is designed to promote
crime prevention awareness.  It also
allows the public to interact with
members of the police department
and obtain information about the
department's many programs.

There will be displays of police
vehicles, including a police car, zo-
diac boat, motorcycle, and emergency
service unit.  A DJ, face painter, and
magician will be on hand to enter-
tain.  Robert Wood Johnson Hospital
and the Westfield Area “Y” will be
handing out literature and giveaways.
The Cranford Taekwondo Center will
be putting on a free demonstration.
For the fourth year in a row, a blood
drive will also be held.  This year the
drive is being held to celebrate all
that’s great about Cranford since the
devastation left by Hurricane Irene.

Members of the Cranford PBA No.
52 will be on hand to give out free
Italian ices to all in attendance.

In Springfield, the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders,  De-
partment of Parks & Community
Renewal and its partners in law en-
forcement and emergency manage-
ment will mark  National Night Out
at Meisel Park in Springfield.

The evening begins at 6 p.m. with
National Night Out activities, featur-
ing local first responders and their
emergency vehicles, plus live dem-
onstrations by Union County Police,
S.W.A.T., Bomb Squad officers and
other public safety personnel. There
also will be free refreshments and
other activities, including children’s
fingerprinting; live music at 8 p.m.
by a young local band, The Grickenz;
and a showing of the concert film,
“Justin Bieber: Never Say Never.”

Fanwood’s National Night Out will
be held between 7 and 8:30 p.m. at
LaGrande Park. There will be free
food, games, prizes and a movie, Dol-
phin Tale, in the Park starting at dusk.

Chamber Networking
Event Tuesday at 8 A.M.

WESTFIELD — The Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce’s free networking group
meets the first Tuesday of the month
at 8 a.m. at the Turning Point, Central
Avenue, Westfield. Free parking is
available in back. The next network-
ing event will be this Tuesday, Au-
gust 7, at 8 a.m.

The business community is invited
to shake hands, make eye contact and
greet people. There is time set aside
to introduce yourself and your busi-
ness. Come and meet other business
people in the community. Everyone
is welcomed.
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N.J. DEM Delegates for Convention
TRENTON — The New Jersey Demo-

cratic State Committee announced their
certified delegates to the 2012 Demo-
cratic National Convention in Charlotte,
N.C..

Assemblyman John Wisniewski (D-
19, Sayreville), chairman of the New
Jersey Democratic State Committee, was
elected as chairman of the state delega-
tion.

The New Jersey Delegation to the 2012
Democratic National Convention is as
follows: Leadership: Delegation Honor-
ary Chairman, Senator Robert Menendez;
Delegation Chairman, Asm.Wisniewski;
Delegation Vice-Chairwoman, Camden
Mayor Dana Redd.

Unpledged Party Leader and Elected
Official Delegates: Senator Frank
Lautenberg, Senator Robert Menendez,
Rep. Robert Andrews, Rep. Frank
Pallone, Rep. William Pascrell, Rep.
Steve Rothman, Rep. Rush Holt, Rep.
Albio Sires, Asm. Wisniewski, Mayor
Redd, George Norcross, Paul Bontempo,
former Union County Board of Elections
Commissioner June Fischer, Marcia
Marley, Tonio Burgos, Newark Council-
woman Mildred Crump, Jeremy
Feigenbaum, Reverend William Howard,
and Barbra Casbar Siperstein.

Pledged Party Leader and Elected Of-
ficial Delegates: Senate President Stephen
Sweeney, Assembly Speaker Sheila
Oliver, Senate Majority Leader Loretta
Weinberg, Assembly Majority Leader
Louis Greenwald, Senator Sandra
Cunningham, Senator Linda Greenstein,
Senator Donald Norcross, Senator Nellie
Pou, Senator M. Teresa Ruiz, Assembly-
man Upendra Chivukula, Assemblyman
Timothy Eustace, Assemblywoman
Bonnie Watson Coleman, Essex County
Executive Joseph DiVincenzo, Union
County Democratic Chairwoman Char-
lotte DeFilippo, Hudson County Demo-
cratic Chairman Mark Smith, and New-
ark Mayor Cory Booker.

District Delegates: Robert Barr,
Stephenine Sydell Dixon, Barbara
Edwards, Rizwan Malik, Kathleen
Whelan, Chesilhurst (Camden County)
Mayor Michael Blunt, Bridgeton
(Cumberland County) Mayor Albert
Kelly, Logan Township Mayor Frank
Minor, Assemblywoman Gabriela
Mosquera, Valerie Spence-Lacy, Brian
McGinnis, Camden County Freeholder
Jeffery Nash, Nicole Nestopoulos, Joyce
Alexander Walker, Lawnside (Camden
County) Mayor Mary Ann Wardlow, As-
semblyman Gilbert Wilson, Reva Foster,
Sherryl Gordon, Anita Lovely, Joshua
Myers, Assemblyman Troy Singleton,
Wendell Steinhauer, South Toms River
Mayor Joseph Makhandal Champagne,
Eileen Della Volle, Lonna Doyle, Ocean
County Democratic Committee Chair-
man Wyatt Earp, Justin Braz, Jon Evans,
Monmouth County Democratic Commit-
tee Vice-Chairwoman Mary Foster,
Brenda Fulton, Red Bank Councilman
Edward  Zipprich, Ann Baker, Marta
Harrison, Michael Mangan, James
Phillips, Edward Cohen, Franceline Ehret,
and Jamie Fox.

West Windsor (Mercer County) Mayor
Shing-Fu Hsueh, Mercer County Demo-
cratic Chairwoman Elizabeth Maher
Muoio, Maryke Alburg, Mercer County
Executive Brian Hughes, Chan Leung,
Gilda Morales, Middlesex County Sher-
iff Mildred Scott, Middlesex County Free-
holder Ronald Rios, Middlesex County
Democratic Organization Vice-Chair-
woman Leslie Dominguez Rodriguez,
Sudhanshu Prasad, Carteret Mayor Daniel
Reiman, Emily Wisniewski, Patricia
Perkins Auguste, Elizabeth Mayor J.
Christian Bollwege, Reni Erdos, Assem-
blyman Jerry Green of Plainfield, As-
semblywoman Annette Quijano of Eliza-
beth, Thomas Barrett, Natalie Heard
Hackett, Lawrence Hirsch, Marisa Anna
Nicole Mormile, John Passanante, Erin
Rice, Charles Boddy, Morris County
Chairman Lewis Candura, Sr., Karen
Carroll, Susan Williams, Kimberly

Hurdman, Edward O’Brien, Essex
County Freeholder Leonard Luciano,
Wannetta Phillips, Carlos Cruz, Isabel
Cruz, Lee Fisher, Analilia Mejia, former
Assemblyman William Payne, and As-
semblywoman L. Grace Spencer.

Jenny Davis, Hudson County Free-
holder Jeffrey Dublin, Yvonne Hatchett,
Assemblyman Ruben J. Ramos, Jr., Bob
Zuckerman, Sharon Granell, Assembly-
woman Angelica Jimenez, Nancy Lynch,
Rushabh Mehta, Bergen County Chair-
man Louis J. Stellato Jr., John Givens,
Christopher James, Lauren Murphy,
Farhanna Balgahoom Sayegh, Milagros
Silva-Bermudez, Essex County Demo-
cratic Committee Chairman Philip
Thigpen, Cristina Cutrone, Steven
Goldstein, Andrea Katz, Michael
Kempner, Rosa G. Flores Perez, Urvashi
Banerjea, Passaic County Democratic
Committee Chairman John Currie, Paul
Fader, Germaine Ortiz, and Adam
Silverstein.

District Alternates: Lisa Smalley-
Burnett, Eric Kipnis, Rosemary Bernardi,
Michael Suleiman, Albert Alvarez, Letitia
Coughlin, Edward Potosnak, 3rd, Karla
Colon, and John Bang.

At-Large Delegates: former Gover-
nors Brendan Byrne and James Florio,
Mark Alexander, Neena Bitritto-Garg,
Cecilia Birge, Denise Campbell,
Michelle Coryell, Georgia Mae Daniel,
Lizette Delgado-Polanco, Caroline
Ehrlich, Jeffrey Gardner, Hudson County
Register Pamela Gardner, Michelle
Gentek, Assemblyman Thomas Giblin,
Jersey City Mayor Jerramiah Healy,
Rhonda Locklear Holland, Union
County Freeholder Christopher Hudak,
Michele Jaker, Jason Kim, Ana Maria
Mascenik, Carlos Ivan Merino, Ritzy
Moralez-Diaz, Patricia Mueller, Gloria
Oh, Malissa Pansa-Ad, William Pascrell,
3rd, Essex County Freeholder Donald
Payne, Jr., Zaida Polanco, Somerset
County Democratic Committee Chair-
woman Marguerite Schaffer, Mabel
Serrano, Digna Townsend, Noemi
Velazquez, Paulette Crabiel Wahler, and
Cid Wilson.

At-Large Alternates: Sheridan Balmeo,
Jane Bidwell, and Assemblyman Gordon
Johnson: Platform Committee Members:
Michael Baker, Dawn Berkeley, Heather
Howard, Ruby Love, and Phillip
Sellinger; Rules Committee Members:
Christopher Eilert, Michael Giglio,
Alexandra Hill, David Pascrell, and Terry
Tucker; Credentials Committee Mem-
bers: Linda Cavanaugh, Mark Daniele,
Julie Diaz, William Matsikoudis, and
Jason Redd; Delegation Pages: Matthew
Bonasia, Alicia D’Alessandro, Paul
Penna, and Sarah Wisniewski.

Overlook Pays $9 Million  Penalty
For Medicare Overbilling

SUMMIT — AHS Hospital Corp.,
Atlantic Health System Inc., and Over-
look Medical Center agreed in June to
pay the United States $8,999,999 to
settle allegations that they violated the
False Claims Act, the Justice Depart-
ment has announced.

The settlement resolves allegations
that Overlook, owned and operated by
AHS Hospital Corporation, and At-
lantic Health Systems Inc., overbilled
Medicare for patients who were treated
on an inpatient basis when they should
have been treated as either observa-
tion patients or on an outpatient basis.
The overbilling allegedly occurred
from January 2002  through July 2009.

This settlement partially resolves a
False Claims Act suit filed by former
employees of Overlook. The
whistleblower provisions of the False
Claims Act permit individuals to file
these actions and share in a portion of
the proceeds recovered by the federal
government.

“We expect hospitals that partici-
pate in Medicare will bill for their
services accurately and honestly,” said
Stuart Delery, acting assistant attor-
ney general for the department’s Civil
Division. “Hospitals have a responsi-
bility to ensure that the Medicare rules
are not abused and patients who should
be treated as outpatients are not ad-
mitted as inpatients, increasing the
hospitals’ reimbursements.”

 “Billing Medicare for unnecessary
inpatient services steals from taxpay-
ers,” said Daniel Levinson, inspector
general for the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services. “Al-
though that’s bad enough, it also re-
quires hospitalizing people who don’t
need it, causing inconvenience, dis-
comfort and worse. The size of this
settlement underscores the serious-
ness of the conduct.”

 “Proper billing ensures fair com-
pensation and protects Medicare dol-
lars that are much needed for patient
care,” said J. Gilmore Childers, first
assistant U.S. Attorney for the District
of New Jersey. “Hospitals taking more
than their entitled share of reimburse-
ments, by improperly billing services

as more expensive services, subject
themselves to federal scrutiny.”

 “This resolution is part of the
government’s emphasis on combat-
ing health care fraud and another step
for the Health Care Fraud Prevention
and Enforcement Action Team
(HEAT) initiative, which was an-
nounced by Attorney General Eric
Holder and Kathleen Sebelius, secre-
tary of the Department of Health and
Human Services in May 2009. The
partnership between the two depart-
ments has focused efforts to reduce
and prevent Medicare and Medicaid
financial fraud through enhanced co-
operation. One of the most powerful
tools in that effort is the False Claims
Act, which the Justice Department
has used to recover more than $7.7
billion since January 2009 in cases
involving fraud against federal health
care programs. The Justice
Department’s total recoveries in False
Claims Act cases since January 2009
are over $11.3 billion.”

The case was handled by the U.S.
Attorney’s Office for the District of
New Jersey, the Department of
Justice’s Civil Division and the Office
of Inspector General of the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services.

DIVORCE MEDIATION
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Criminal Defense
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908-301-9001     www.stahlesq.com
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Lawmakers Put Question On
Nov. Ballot Re: Judges Pay

TRENTON — The New Jersey
Legislature on Monday voted to put a
referendum before voters on the No-
vember ballot to ask voters to amend
the state constitution to give lawmak-
ers the power to enact laws that re-
duce judicial salaries. The measure
passed in the Senate by a  tally of 28-
0, and 62-3 in the Assembly. The
measure follows a ruling by the state
Supreme Court barring the state from
taking additional pension and health
care contributions of Superior Court
judges and Supreme Court justices.

“Rarely has the public seen such
unanimity between the legislative and
executive branches that the judicial
branch was dead wrong. I congratu-
late the Legislature for their decisive,
bipartisan action that lives up to the
promise of our historical pension and
benefit reform by making sure every-
one is treated fairly,” Governor
Christie said in a statement. “I pledge
to do all I can this fall to ensure
passage of this amendment to our
constitution and truly believe that
New Jersey voters will deliver the
same message of fairness to the judi-
ciary as well.”

Assembly Speaker Oliver (D-34,
East Orange) also praised the vote.

“The landmark pension and ben-
efit reform law enacted last year was
ultimately designed to bring stability
to our pension systems and relief to
taxpayers. The recent Supreme Court
ruling threatened to undermine these
goals, something this ballot measure
will ensure does not happen,” the
Speaker said. “The growing insol-
vency of our pension systems has
made it clear that we cannot continue
to operate as we have for decades.”

“This is not about penalizing
judges. This measure will create fair-
ness within our new system while
maintaining the historical, democrati-
cally held belief that the Judiciary
should be free from political interfer-
ence. Public approval of this ballot
measure will ensure that everyone
contributes equally to a fiscally re-
sponsible plan that will help shore up
our pension systems,” Speaker Oliver
said.

She called the bipartisan in both
Houses of the Legislature “a prime
example of government at its very

best.”
Assemblywoman BettyLou

DeCroce (R-26, Whippany) com-
mented, “Contrary to what the New
Jersey Supreme Court said last week
when it decided the state’s judiciary
is immune from the state’s new pen-
sion reform law, today justice has
been served.”

“The court had its opportunity to
have its say on this issue and they got
it wrong,” commented Assemblyman
Gary Chiusano (R-24, Sparta) . “Now
the citizens of New Jersey will have
their voices heard in November and
rightly so as they are the ones who
pay the costs for the very generous
retirement benefits members of the
judiciary receive. I have every confi-
dence the public will cast their votes
for true ‘shared sacrifice’ as is the
law’s intent.”

The average salary for a judge is
$166,000 per year, and they currently
contribute 3 percent of their salaries
toward a pension, which averages
$110,760 annually upon retirement.
The average lifetime payout for a
retired judge is approximately $2.3
million in benefits, while their aver-
age lifetime contribution is only
$59,300, according to a press release
from Asm. Chiusano.

“This November, the voters of New
Jersey will have an opportunity to
send a strong message to the judicial
branch, namely, that when it comes
to contributing to the pension and
healthcare benefits system, that
judges are not a special class, and that
they should be treated like all other
public employees of this state,” Sena-
tor Michael Doherty (R-23,
Hunterdon) said.

Paul Peyton for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NO MORE TAXES...Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) on Tuesday discusses the
deleterious impact on small business owners that the January 2013 end of tax cuts,
should it occur, would have on small businesses during a meeting with Westfield
business owners at Robert Treat Deli.

Bill Aims to Stop Pension Abuse
TRENTON — Asm. Gary Chiusano

(R-24, Sparta) said he plans to introduce
legislation along with Asw. Donna Simon
(R-16, Flemington) to stop the abuse of
taxpayer money by local governments
that are illegally awarding state pensions
to contractors and vendors.

The lawmaker lauded the actions Gov-
ernor Christie took in response to a report
released last week by the State Comptrol-
ler (OSC) which uncovered widespread
improper participation in the state pen-
sion system by contractors working for
local governments. He added that the
state Legislature needs to implement mea-
sures to address the situation as well.

Asm. Chiusano said legislation he is
proposing would require the Division of
Pensions and Benefits to compile a check-
list for governments to use to certify the
eligibility of pension enrollees with the
presumption that a private professional is
not entitled to state benefits. It may in-
clude fines against municipalities, school
districts and certifying officers.

 “We are still working on the specifics
of the bill to determine the consequences
for failing to comply with the current
law,” stated Asm. Chiusano, a member of
the Assembly Budget Committee. “It may

involve fines for those municipalities,
school districts or individuals who au-
thorize unlawful participation. Regard-
less, there will be stringent consequences
for those who ignore the law. Pension
abuse should not and will not be toler-
ated.”

 “Local officials need to clean up their
acts immediately,” he continued. “There
is no excuse for such blatant abuse of
taxpayer money.”

The OSC’s investigation identified
widespread improper participation in the
state pension system, including 176 at-
torneys, 21 engineers, four health care
professionals and one auditor. The 202
total enrollees could cost the state $1.9
million annually in pension benefits.

According to the Comptroller, 58 mu-
nicipalities and school districts were re-
viewed. An overwhelming majority failed
to comply with a 2007 state law requiring
all public entities to determine whether
their professional service providers were
employees or independent contractors.
OSC said a review of the remaining 515
municipalities and 597 school districts
could uncover hundreds of inappropri-
ately enrolled individuals, which could
cost the state millions.

Local Groups Garner
Hist. Comm. Grants
TRENTON – The New Jersey His-

torical Commission has approved
$2,332,659 in Fiscal Year 2013 gen-
eral operating support grants to 75
historical organizations, museums, his-
toric sites, archives and libraries
throughout the state. The funding rep-
resents the largest annual grant appro-
priation given by the Historical Com-
mission.

Union County organizations re-
ceiving money are: Cranford His-
torical Society, $5,000; Kenilworth
Historical Society Incorporated,
$6,159; Merchants & Drovers Tav-
ern Museum Association, $18,750;
Plainfield Public Library, $13,245;
Union County Office of Cultural &
Heritage Affairs, $61,826.
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Letters to
the Editor

Fencing Off Walkway to Parking Lot Is
Inconvenience to Quimby Businesses

Reporter Should Confine Quotes Only
From Those Knowing in Garwood

Tiptoeing Treacherously Around
The First Amendment

Mr. Obama’s ‘You Didn’t Build That’ Unmaskes His
True Ideology, Far to The Left of Packaged Moderate

Editor’s Note: The following letter
was sent to Westfield Town Clerk
Claire Gray and copied to Mayor
Andrew Skibitsky, the Town Council,
Quimby Street businesses and sent to
The Westfield Leader.

******
I am a principal in the Brick Oven

restaurant on Quimby Street. The res-
taurant has been operating at this
location for over 20 years.

During this time we and our clien-
tele, along with other businesses, have
had the convenient use of the munici-
pal parking lot that is bounded by
Central Avenue, Lenox Avenue, and
North Avenue. Access to this lot, to
and from Quimby Street, for those
using this parking facility has been
through a walkway easement between
our building and The Liquor Basket
at 115 Quimby Street. This walkway
easement is shared legally with other
adjoining establishments on Quimby
Street.

The accessibility to this lot for all
the merchants and businesses on
Quimby Street has been available for
more than 30 years without a prob-
lem. (Or more, since the parking fa-
cility was built).

As your records will confirm, the
building at 140 Central Avenue is
now occupied by Morgan Stanley.
This location previously housed a
movie theater when the parking lot
was first constructed. The tenant,
Morgan Stanley, has, recently, per-
manently fenced in their rear parking
lot thereby preventing pedestrian traf-
fic through the easement walkway to
and from the municipal parking lot
leading to Quimby Street.

Needless to say this has caused an
enormous inconvenience to the busi-
nesses on Quimby Street and to the
public wishing to patronize those es-
tablishments. I would therefore for-
mally request copies of all records;
ordinances, resolutions and financ-
ing sources directly related to the
purpose and construction of this
municipal parking facility from in-

ception to date. Please let me know of
any costs associated in obtaining this
information and records.

With the weak economy that we
are experiencing and the obvious criti-
cal availability of parking in town
this action blocking the use of the
municipal parking lot has caused an
economic hardship on all of us.

We as businesses are at a loss to
understand how accessibility to this
lot from Quimby Street could be cut-
off, unilaterally, by one establish-
ment, Morgan Stanley, to the public
and merchant taxpayers that have
enjoyed this parking facility for so
many years. This walkway casement
has been available to all users long
before Morgan Stanley moved into
their location on Central Avenue. It is
also my understanding that the mu-
nicipality, at one time, was consider-
ing paving this easement walkway
for more comfortable access to and
from Quimby Street. I would think
that this access easement, because of
the many years it has been available
and recognized by the town, could be
considered an easement in perpetu-
ity.

I would also like to request copies
of any permits issued to the landlord
or Morgan Stanley that allowed the
permanent fencing to be installed
cutting off access to those who work
or patronize businesses on Quimby
Street. Morgan Stanley has every right
to enforce parking restrictions in their
private lot. However, I question
whether they have the right to block
a legal pedestrian casement walkway
to and from a municipal facility that
was developed to help all citizens and
taxpayers.

Should you have any questions
concerning this matter and request,
please do not hesitate to contact me at
the Brick Oven at (908) 317-9500.

Your attention at your earliest con-
venience would be appreciated.

Aurelio Cardoso
The Brick Oven of Westfield

The article in The Westfield Leader
last week regarding Garwood con-
tains misleading comments and inac-
curate information.

For starters, the sources of the grants
that Garwood has received are not
accurate — the names are all twisted
around. Also, it says that Kathleen
Villaggio was part of the AFC (ath-
letic field committee) in the year 2000
— the fact of the matter is there was
not any such committee at that time.
Mike Crincoli was mayor at that time
and introduced plans for a possible
community center. His plan went
nowhere for a year or more, while
back at the LL field, the baseball
folks were trying to raise $$$ for
another field/batting cage since about
1997. That is when it started, but not
by the mayor or council.

I was on council and served as
Buildings and Grounds Chair in 2000.
Ms. Villaggio was on one of the Board
of Education’s “New School” study
committees at about that time. Obvi-
ously the reporter misunderstood.

Councilman Mathieu has been
quoted by the reporter using last year’s
department wish list as though it is
gospel for the here and now — truth
be told the Finance Chair, Council-
woman Todisco, told the reporter that
the committee was not at liberty to

discuss specific numbers or items
right now as decisions have not been
made and they, the committee, are
not yet making a recommendation to
the council.

And, it is noteworthy to point out
that the sidewalk-repair program
mentioned by Councilman Mathieu
has already been taken care of a few
months back, financed and done. He
knows this. This is one example of
the inaccurate information the re-
porter received.

The article gives the impression
that all of these items are probably on
the agenda for this year, especially
naming the councilman as the source.
This kind of reporting creates an un-
fair perception for the public.

Mr. Mathieu is not on the Finance
Committee, nor the Police Contract
Committee, nor the Athletic Field
Committee so he is not informed
enough to speak officially for the
council on the current status/details
of these situations.

The reporter would do well to con-
fine the remarks she quotes on sensi-
tive issues to those committee chairs,
the borough administrator or myself
for true and accurate information.

Patricia Quattrocchi, Mayor
Borough of Garwood

Robert Petix posed a great ques-
tion about why religious institutions
are tax-exempt in last week’s Westfield
Leader. The profound answer lies in
the Establishment and Free Exercise
clauses of the First Amendment:
“Congress shall make no law respect-
ing an establishment of religion or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof.”
Interpretation of these clauses could
fill an entire semester at a university,
perhaps more given the number of
scholars (and non-scholars) that have
weighed in on these 16 words over
the past two plus centuries.

In more practical terms, religious
institutions do not exist to make prof-
its to satisfy a hungry group of major
shareholders (and indeed are orga-
nized with “non-profit” status), but
instead to perform good works and
provide spiritual guidance, for the
“common good” irrespective of faith.
The lines here are pretty clear for
houses of worship; they become more
blurred for hospitals, and even more
so for universities. This was driven
home in the past year when the NLRB
concluded that Manhattan College in
New York and St. Xavier University
in Chicago were not as religious as
they professed and hence were not
exempt from federal labor law. While
for all appearances an encroachment
of State upon Church, neither ruling
has yet been reversed.

Since the establishment of our na-
tion the State has stayed out of Church
affairs, based upon the aforemen-
tioned clauses of the First Amend-
ment. The government has not felt
compelled, even during the Great
Depression, to tax or intrude upon
the entities that were ministering to
our country’s citizens in need. For its

part some Church institutions justify
their tax-exempt status by document-
ing their ministries, charitable en-
deavors and other good works. But
government setting standards for re-
ligiosity is a dangerous precedent
that tiptoes treacherously around the
First Amendment. On the other hand,
having no standards for religiosity
risks abuse of non-profit status. And
this is precisely where we are, as
most if not all religious institutions,
in particular colleges and universi-
ties, do not have a formal process for
evaluating their religious identity and
how they lived up to it.

Something has to give, and the
government has pushed the envelope.
With Uncle Sam now in control of all
student loans, they can push their
weight around this way. It is easy to
vilify the government; it is more dif-
ficult for a religious institution to
reassess how it lives up to its identity
and mission. Perhaps if they were
more true to their mission, people
like Mr. Petix, who is certainly not
alone in expressing such a query and
framed it quite well, would not won-
der why religious institutions are tax-
exempt.

Mickey O’Brien
Westfield

Will the real Barack Obama please
stand up? Actually, he did. At a speech
before die-hard supporters in Roanoke,
Va. last month, the president went off-
teleprompter to deliver what many of us
in that most diabolical club, small busi-
ness owners, read as a glimpse into the
true depths of his statist dogma.

“Look, if you’ve been successful, you
didn’t get there on your own….If you
were successful, somebody along the line
gave you some help…If you’ve got a
business — you didn’t build that. Some-
body else made that happen. The Internet
didn’t get invented on its own. Govern-
ment research created the Internet so that
all the companies could make money off
the Internet.”

This comes from a man who, like many
career politicians, has never created,
manufactured or marketed any product
other than himself.

Now, no man is an island. My com-
pany is only profitable if I have custom-
ers to place the orders, brokers to execute
them properly, and office staff to process
them and keep the place humming. I
drive to work on a toll road. I utilize an
Internet developed by the government.
Therefore, Mr. Obama’s argument goes,
I am really not responsible for any suc-
cess I may achieve…in short, it takes a
village to make a business.

For example, Mr. Obama  cites the
Internet as an illustration of how without
the government there’d be no such infor-
mation conduit and thus businesses like
mine and many others wouldn’t be here,
therefore…what? My company really
belongs to the State then? The collective?

What Mr. Obama conveniently omits
is that I pay plenty in the form of taxes
and tolls for the infrastructure that gov-

ernment provides — one that we all use,
taxpayer or not, businessperson or bu-
reaucrat. But beyond that, the key ques-
tion the president glosses over is this:
Why does my business exist at all?

First of all, my company is the product
of my milieu, not of government — my
influences are family, friends, geogra-
phy, upbringing, education, interests, life
experiences, and, perhaps most of all,
mistakes made. All of the above tweaked
the arc of my learning curve and steered
me to my ultimate career path.

Moreover, a government commissar
did not risk his future, financial security
and even reputation by venturing out on
his own. He did not search out the office
space, hire employees, crisscross the
country meeting with clients, nor de-
velop new products to differentiate his
business from over 40 competitors. Nor
did he lie awake at night in a pool of sweat
when his business was struggling — and
he had his own money on the line. The list
goes on and on as owners of any business
from a corner fashion boutique to a multi-
national concern can attest.

What Big Government hierophants like
the president fail to grasp is that govern-
ment has no resources of its own, rather it
confiscates them from the citizenry —
those who pay taxes at least. If he wants
to play chicken/egg, then there’d be no
government to build the Internet without
our tax dollars.

I find it disconcerting that whenever
Mr. Obama strays from carefully pre-
pared remarks bursting with carefully
crafted feel-good platitudes — be they
with Joe “the plumber” or this latest anti-
business broadside — he unmasks his
true ideology and reveals himself to be
far to the left of the “moderate” so clev-

erly packaged and sold to the gullible
masses in the 2008 campaign. He is of the
mindset that we are not a nation that has
a government, but rather a government
that has a nation. In his statist worldview,
businesses draw their validity from, and
successful entrepreneurs owe their
achievements to, a central State that equips
them to prosper.

As such Mr. Obama ascribes to gov-
ernment the dubious moral authority to
utilize the tax code not as a way to raise
revenues to fund necessary services, but
rather as a tool by which enlightened
intelligentsia administer social justice via
re-distribution of some undefined “fair
share” of income transferred from the
‘productive class’ to the State who will
then dispense it to those need — and who,
after all, are the real reason any ‘fat cat’
makes their undeserved gains at all.

Barack Obama is a product of clois-
tered academia and government, more in
the mold of an EU technocrat than an
American president. His Roanoke re-
marks only serve to reinforce a widely
held suspicion that Barack Obama has no
clue, nor does he even seem to care, how
businesses in America are conceived,
launched and grown. For if he truly un-
derstood the private sector that made the
USA what it is—or perhaps what it was?
— then he would accept that while gov-
ernment can certainly pave you a road, it
is ultimately the drive, energy, hard-work,
chutzpah, risk-taking and ingenuity of
the individual realizing his/her vision
that ultimately chooses where to take it.
And, of course, a little luck never hurts.

But as Samuel Goldwyn once said:
“The harder I work the luckier I get.”

Brad Schaeffer
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Uberty – Abundance
2. Depilation – The act of or process of

removing hair from the body
3. Tzigane – A Hungarian gypsy
4. Katabasis – A retreat to the sea

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

TRIPARA
1. A woman who has borne three chil-

dren
2. Abnormal fear of germs
3. Government by three men or coali-

tion of three parties. A triumvirate
4. A ballet dancer

DEG
1. To please, charm or delight
2. To stretch or distort
3. To gnaw or chew
4. To sprinkle

TRILLACHAN
1. An active young man
2. A harem slave
3. An oyster catcher
4. A web-spinning spider

DEFLAGRATION
1. Combustion
2. A cooling or simmering
3. Punishing; chastening
4. Enlivening; exhilarating

Letters to the Editor

Pension Law Disallows It, Is There Anything We Can Do?
There’s been a lot written about the

recent state Comptroller’s report citing
Westfield, among others, for keeping
part-time attorneys in the state pension
system despite a 2007 law disallowing
it in almost all cases. The report ques-
tioned how Westfield came to the con-
clusion that its actions were correct
even after the change in the law. But
even before it was illegal, the Town of
Westfield knowingly chose to keep part-
time attorneys, some of whom worked
only one or two evenings a month, in
the state pension system.

Multiple gubernatorial panels cited
eliminating this practice as one of the
most important changes needed to ad-
dress the problems in our state pension
system. Westfield’s practice costs tax-
payers millions of dollars (neglecting
the cost of their lifetime health benefit).
It created large un-funded pension ob-
ligations; where the bill for past legal
services is paid by future taxpayers and
the pensions promised to true full-time
career employees, some of whom
worked more than 30 years for
Westfield, are endangered by the bank-
ruptcy created in the pension system.

The town, not the state, placed our
attorneys in the pension system. It is
true that all employees of the town with
salaries in excess of $1,500 were re-
quired to be in the pension system.
However, it was the town’s decision to
hire part-time attorneys as employees
rather than as contractors or on a re-
tainer basis the way the private sector

does. As contractors they would not
have been eligible for pension benefits.
The council and mayor should have
understood this. Councilman Bigosinski
and I raised this point repeatedly; the
town’s survey of Union County mu-
nicipalities showed several municipali-
ties didn’t have their attorneys in the
pension system.

Most tellingly, the town never had its
labor attorney in the pension system.
Clearly someone understood the ability
of the town to make its attorney’s con-
tractors and to remove them from the
pension system.

Let me illustrate the way the system
was gamed: Ms. McDuck took a $3,000
a year, one evening per month, job as
planning board attorney with the
Duckberg town. After 22 years, she
retires from her full-time day job and
takes an appointed full-time public po-
sition for three years where she earns
$100,000 per year. At retirement, her
public pension is about $48,000 per
year. If she retires at 65 with a 20-year
life expectancy, the taxpayers are on the
hook for close to $1 million. To pay her
pension, we must either raise taxes or
reduce the pensions promised to full-
time career employees, or both.

The state Comptrollers report found
338 out of 566 of the municipalities in
New Jersey (60 percent), did NOT have
attorneys in the pension system after
the law disallowed it starting in 2008.
But before 2008, it was still bad policy.
The town always had a choice about

whether to keep allowing our attorneys
to play this game and chose to do so.

Is there anything we can do? Yes, we
can stop the practice now.

The comptroller has asked the Divi-
sion of Pensions and Benefits (DPB) to
review the pension credits accrued by
these individuals and remove any pen-
sion credits accrued in violation of the
2007 law. However, the DPB is se-
verely undermanned with regard to these
investigations.

The Town of Westfield should help
the DPB by reviewing our records and
advising the division about our own
mistakes.

Epilog
I learned a couple of things at the

finance committee meeting Tuesday
night, which bear on my letter.

First, the last attorney that we have in
the pension system, for which we have
a choice, has dropped from the system
this month after the stink arose.

The municipal judge remains in the
system but her hiring is controlled by
the courts and she is required to be an
employee of the court system.

Second, Jim (Gildea) has sent the
division of pension benefits (DPB) the
analysis that the town did for the attor-
neys that we had in the pension system
after January 2008. An analysis was
done and the town has forwarded that
analysis to the DPB.

Councilman David Haas
Westfield

Thanks for Trip to the
Dominican Republic
We just wanted to say thank you to

all the local businesses that helped
make our trip to the Dominican Re-
public possible this year. Since 2007,
Project ’79 has been involved with
Foundation for Peace
(www.foundationforpeace.org) in the
construction of a school/community
center, water purification system, and
clinic in the very poor district of La
Javilla de la Cruz Grande, just north
of Santo Domingo in the Dominican
Republic. As part of our emphasis on
service as one way to understand our
relationship to the larger world,
Project ’79 has run work trips to the
D.R. in 2008, 2009, and 2010.

We will be completing construc-
tion on classrooms on the second
floor as well as painting and other
finishing touches. On one of the days
participants will help run a medical
clinic for about 500 local families
staffed by doctors and nurses who
volunteer their time through the Foun-
dation for Peace. Work trip partici-
pants often describe their time in the
D.R. as a transformative experience
in their understanding of the world.

On Wednesday July 25, 24 Project
’79 students and teachers began their
trip. Special thanks to Joe Nana at
All-Star Limousine for providing
transportation to Newark for all. In
addition, thanks to all the local busi-
nesses to who helped make our silent
auction a huge success:

16 Prospect, Adlers Jewelers, Ba-
gel Chateau, Bittersweet Designs,
Breathe Fitness Studio, Castle
Bootery, Cotinuo Arts Foundation,
Hershey’s Deli, Karate World, Mack
Camera and Video, On the Side Spa,
Parisi Speed School, Parker Gardens,
Perrotti’s Quality Meats and Grocer-
ies, Tinga, Town Book Store, Turn-
ing Point, Westfield Area Y, Westfield
Car Service, and Westfield Cleaners.

Amy Berman, Project ‘79
Westfield High School

See more letters on page 5

Westfielder Grateful
Being Chosen to Help
I am 16 and recently I went with

the Presbyterian Church of Westfield
to Henagar, Ala. We helped people in
need after being hit by tornados last
year. I would like to extend my thanks
to the Presbyterian Church of
Westfield for choosing me to go on
the trip.

Since I do not go the church, I had
to fill out a questioner about myself
and hope I was picked for the trip. I
would also like to thank the adults
and parents that went on the trip and
planned it to make the trip possible. I
was grateful for this opportunity to
help those in need, made possible by
the Presbyterian Church of Westfield.
Thank you.

Tim Johnston
Westfield

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

JOBS? LET’S MAKE
SOMETHING!

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, (908) 527-4200

Al Mirabella, chair
amirabella@ucnj.org
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Shopper From Linden, Unaware,
Frustrated by Road Race Last Week

Westfielder Considers Being Called
A Liberal As a Compliment

Downtown Westfield Corporation
Thanks All Who Supported 5K

Why Is Hearing Being Conducted On
Birchwood Before DEP Review?Letters to the Editor

The Downtown Westfield 5K &
Pizza Extravaganza was a big suc-
cess on July 25, welcoming over 2,600
runners and approximately 6,000
spectators to our downtown district.
The annual “Pizza Run” takes many
months to plan and would not be
possible without the help of key
people, volunteers, generous spon-
sors and a gracious business and resi-
dential community.

On behalf of the entire Downtown
Westfield Corporation Board of Di-
rectors, I would like to extend a spe-
cial thank you to the dedicated DWC
staff. Executive Director Sherry
Cronin, Assistant Executive Director
Beth Brenner, Website Manager
Jamie Lemberg, DWC interns Sarah
Hoffman and Meghan Dunn, and
Volunteer Coordinator Meg Mehorter
worked tirelessly to plan and execute
the event along with Mark Zenobia,
OYMP race director and staff. Our
thanks also goes out to over 100
volunteers.

For the third year in a row, Trinitas
Regional Medical Center was the
Platinum Sponsor of the event. Silver
sponsors included: Horizon Blue
Cross Blue Shield of New Jersey,
Overlook Medical Center, Barnabas
Health, and Stop & Shop. Bronze
Sponsors included: The Alternative
Press, Capital One, Creative Dental
Care, P.A., Drew & Rogers, JAG
Physical Therapy, Northwestern
Mutual, ShopRite of Garwood, UBS,
Wells Fargo Financial Advisors and
Westfield Pediatric Dental Group.
Contributing sponsors included:
PSE&G, Spencer Savings Bank and
Thomas Burns, DMD, P.A. State Farm
Insurance Christine Consenza
Agency was a Supporting sponsor.

The DWC provided 5,440 slices of
pizza purchased at a discounted prices
from local merchants Casa di Pizza,

Cosimo’s, and Ferraro’s. Once again,
the Westfield Jaycees distributed all
of that pizza to the hungry runners. A
complimentary overnight stay to the
race organizer was provided by Best
Western Westfield Inn. The top fe-
male finishers were given floral bou-
quets purchased by the DWC at dis-
counted prices from Flower Arts by
Design Contempo. Mayor Andy
Skibitsky interviewed many runners
to be aired on TV36. The Westfield
Police Department assisted with street
closings and volunteer course mar-
shal assignments.

The Westfield Fire Department
hosed down the runners, and the
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad
was on hand to provide medical care.
The Westfield Department of Public
Works provided equipment and trash
disposal.

Entertainment was provided by the
ever-popular Michael Craig Band
(aka FOG). An awards ceremony fol-
lowed the race with random prizes
donated by the following businesses:
Acquaviva della fonti, Bovella’s
Pastry Shoppe, Casa di Pizza,
Chipotle Mexican Grill, Cosimo’s
Restaurant & Pizzeria, Digiplex Des-
tinations/Rialto, The Farmhouse
Store, Gemmette Hair Studio, Kessler
Rehabilitation, Learning Express
Toys of Westfield, Limani Seafood
Grill, Patch.com, Pegasus Sporting
Goods, Rockn’ Joe Coffeehouse +
Bistro, Sole Fine Italian Shoes, Sub-
way, Swirl Whirl Yogurt, Tamar Jew-
elry, The Running Company, Trader
Joe’s, Xocolatz, and Yapple Yogurt.

Any proceeds from the event will
be reinvested back into Downtown
Westfield. On behalf of the DWC
Board of Directors, a big thank you!!

Dominick Verdic, Chairman
Downtown Westfield Corporation

It’s good to know that Mickey
O’Brien and I agree on who the 48
percent of people are who don’t pay
income taxes – overwhelmingly, the
poor. I also agree with his opinion in
this week’s Leader on “the govern-
ment using the money they exact
from me in support of initiatives with
which I vehemently disagree and over
any objections I might raise.” — My
sentiments exactly, on the wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan (Oops, I forgot
– we’re not paying for those wars, our
kids and grandkids are.)

Mr. O’Brien’s thoughts on the num-
ber of poor, whether government pro-
grams can (or should) help alleviate
poverty, and applying “derogatory
labels” to people are interesting, but
I’d suggest they’re part of a different
conversation.

By the way, speaking of such la-
bels, I consider being called liberal
on most issues a compliment. The
current conversation started with Mr.
O’Brien’s letter in the July 12
Westfield Leader, which took issue
with Nancy Pelosi’s use of the term

“free-riders” to describe people who
don’t choose to buy health insurance.

Let’s start with a couple of things
we can probably agree on:

(1) Wikipedia’s definition of “free
rider” is pretty typical: “Someone
who enjoys the benefits of an activity
without paying for it. The free rider
may withhold effort or resources, or
may impose the costs of his or her
activities on others.” Many sources
treat free-rider and freeloader as syn-
onyms.

(2) The Emergency Medical Treat-
ment and Active Labor Act
(EMTALA), enacted in 1986, requires
hospitals to treat anyone who goes to
an emergency room, regardless of
citizenship, legal status, or ability to
pay. Now consider a healthy 25-year-
old making $30k a year – let’s call
him Todd. Because he’s healthy, be-
cause health insurance is expensive,
and because EMTALA guarantees
him access to medical care, Todd
decides not to buy insurance. One
weekend, he’s out riding his motor-
cycle and has a serious accident.

A few questions for Mr O’Brien
based on this hypothetical situation:
(1) Should EMTALA have been
passed? If not, taken to its logical
conclusion, this of course probably
means Todd ends up dead on the
street. (2) Assuming Todd makes it to
a hospital emergency room and can’t
pay, who should pay for his care?
Who does pay for it? (3) Of course
we know the actual answer– all of us
who pay for health care, either di-
rectly or via insurance.

Is Mr. O’Brien OK with that? Or
should we as a society perhaps do
something to encourage Todd to take
personal responsibility for his own
health care? (4) Is Todd a free-rider?

Bruce Phillips
Westfield

I took the 10-to-15-minute drive from
my house to Westfield on Wednesday at
about 7 p.m. to do most of the shopping
for a party I’m holding this weekend,
planning on purchasing most of the items
needed at Trader Joe’s. When I encoun-
tered a sawhorse blocking the street at
North and Broad, I turned toward Lord
& Taylor and planned to take the back
route. I got as far as Cowperthwaite
Place near Elm before I saw the cause of
the roadblocks: dozens of people run-
ning in a race.

Having just visited Trader Joe’s on
Monday, I was surprised that I had not
seen any signs about a race or road
closures resulting from it, either along
the course of the race or in stores. I sat
at the intersection for about 10 minutes,
watching a never-ending stream of run-
ners pass by. The group dwindled, but
there were still runners as far as the eye
could see. I finally got out of my car and
approached the police officer at the
intersection to see how much longer the
road would be closed. He replied, “Un-
til the last group comes through.” I live
in Linden, and as president of the Lin-
den Cultural and Heritage Committee,
which holds a spring 5K race, I know
that the last group can take up to 45
minutes to finish a race.

After letting other inquiring drivers
know that they might well be waiting
another 20 minutes to move forward, I
returned to my car, and along with
many others, turned around, left
Westfield, and did my shopping else-
where. I spent about $167 at the Shoprite
in Clark. Although I plan to return to
Trader Joe’s tonight to pick up a few
things unique to their store, I spent
money that would have gone toward
Westfield’s economy elsewhere. Pre-
suming that the road was closed from
maybe 6:45 until 8 p.m., which is prime
time for people who work to shop, run
errands and dine, and further presum-
ing that a mere 150 people spending as
much as I spent went elsewhere, that’s
about $25,000 in business taken from
Westfield and spent elsewhere in a mere
75 minutes.

Not included in this estimate is the bad
will engendered by a long surprise road
closure, which will cause me (and likely
others) to think twice about spending 20
to 30 minutes round-trip for nothing.
While I’m sure that the race supported
some good cause, and it was refreshing to
see so many people involved in their
community, the total lack of notice was an
indicator of poor planning. If I had known
the road would be closed at a certain time
for a long period, I would have planned
my trip around that knowledge.

Despite the cop saying, “It was in The
Westfield Leader,” I found no mention of
it in the last online issue before the race,
no notices in streets or stores or even on
the official Westfield website. It wasn’t in
a Union County First Alert system e-

mail, which I subscribe to. Further, Union
County has a mobile electronic sign that
Linden uses a week in advance of major
road closures to alert motorists, but I did
not see the sign in Westfield prior to the
race. After searching further online, I am
now learning that 2,700 runners got pizza
and raised money for street improve-
ments for Westfield. Of course, living in
Linden, I don’t subscribe to The Westfield
Leader, nor do I often browse websites
for the town. That’s why more public
notice in the form of street signs, etc. is
important. Now that the town has all the
money raised from the race, maybe it can
buy its own sign(s).

Being prevented from completing my
busy schedule of errands after work
leaves a bad taste in my mouth that will
often cause me to consider whether or
not my shopping really requires a trip to
Westfield whenever I’m tempted to
point my car in that direction, and brings
the concept of “shopping locally” even
closer to my home base. For the well-
being of businesses in your town, I hope
that notices of future road closures will
be better publicized in advance.

Molly Lenz
Linden

On August 8, 2012 Special Hear-
ing Officer Doug Wolfson will be
conducting hearings at the Union
County Courthouse concerning the
site plan submitted by the developer
for the Birchwoood site. I will not be
attending in order to protest the fol-
lowing:

First, I object to the consideration
of a site plan when the DEP review
required by the Court hasn’t even
been initiated. It is irrational to pro-
ceed with site plan review when DEP
review is still pending. Making the
matter even worse is the fact that the
developer has filed a motion to re-
grade (heighten) Birchwood Avenue.
This motion will not be heard until
after Mr. Wolfson’s hearing, and con-
sequently, site plan review will be
taking place with two open and criti-
cal issues.

There is a right way, a logical way,
to do this review, and that is for the
DEP to first clarify and decide what
can take place at the site, and then for
the developer to submit his plan. The
Court’s decision to allow otherwise
was based on its acceptance of the
developer’s engineer that DEP ap-
proval was likely and feasible. These
assurances, however, have turned out
to be incorrect as the problem with
the Birchwood roadway shows.

Second, I also object to the timing
of this review. Cranford was given
very little time to consider this plan.
Not only is it complex and detailed,
but the special hearing officer di-
rected that we consider the site plan
for 555 South Avenue at the same
time.

This has also forced the town’s
professionals, and particularly its
engineer, to divert attention from a
host of other important projects in-
cluding the problems our levee sys-
tem, the Northeast Quadrant project,
the trees blocking the river around
Crane Parkway, the Army Corps of
Engineers’ study of Cranford’s flood-
ing problems, the restoration of the
ground floor of the municipal build-
ing destroyed during Hurricane Irene,
an ongoing problem with the infiltra-
tion of our sewer system by storm
water, a proposed project to increase
floodwater capacity upstream on the

Rahway River, a time sensitive rede-
sign of the North Avenue train/bus
station, a DEP required remediation
project, and the elevation of homes
near the River as part of a FEMA
program.

I further object to the site of the
hearings. It would be one thing if a
good reason bad been given for forc-
ing our professionals and residents to
go to Elizabeth. If one has been given,
I have not been made aware of it. Nor
has any reason been given for the
hasty review of both the Birchwood
and 555 South Avenue projects.

Third, these hearings are to review
the details of the development. These
details only clarify and confirm the
overriding fact about this situation,
namely, that the Birchwood site is
singularly ill equipped to serve as a
high-density residential zone.

The Court’s decision in this matter
essentially limited the environmen-
tal review to the DEP regulations as
they applied to the site, rather than to
the overall impact of the site on a
municipality with existing and mas-
sive flooding problems. As for public
safety there was virtually no realistic
consideration of this essential factor.

However, the Special Hearing Of-
ficer does not have the ability to re-
consider the use of this site for high-
density use because of either the en-
vironmental hazards or the public
safety problems. Instead his hearings
will be limited to fine tuning some of
its details; and in the process, provid-
ing this matter a superficial gloss of
legitimacy that it no way deserves.

This is too sensitive an area, with
too many problems, for this kind of
treatment.

Kevin Campbell
Cranford

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303
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THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

Government Showers
Hush Money Rather

Than Addressing Needs
In last week’s Westfield Leader,

Richard Saurwein asks in his letter:
“What The Heck Is Government
For?”

It appears to me that government
today exists to appease vocal minori-
ties by showering them with hush
money that would be better spent
addressing the greater needs of the
truly distressed and the basic func-
tions of government. Get that right
and then raise my taxes.

William Reinhardt
Westfield

GW Dem Candidates
Contend Photo Caption

We are extremely disappointed with
the July 26 Westfield Leader caption
which distorted the most recent
Garwood Borough Council meeting
discussion on the Garwood Athletic
Field Complex. The editor wrote about
residents who ‘packed’ the meeting
‘to express their disapproval’ of the
project bond. The caption states “They
argued against undertaking more debt
and that the project only benefits a
few… ‘Nevertheless’… the editor
wrote, ‘the Council… voted to pro-
ceed.’ A reader would be led to believe
that every person in the picture was
against the project. Contrary to the
editor’s words, however, I wish to re-
port to him that there was a sizable
resident contingent present who sup-
port the project and the Council’s vote.
In fact, the speaker in the picture – Mr.
John Conlin – was speaking in favor
of the complex, and there were many
other residents present who also spoke
in favor of it. We are strong supporters
of the “Fourth Estate” and look for-
ward to a positive relationship during
our campaign. We believe, however,
that The Westfield Leader editor owes
the Garwood residents who support
the Garwood Athletic Field Complex
an apology, or at least more truthful-
ness in reporting in the future.

Bill Nierstedt
Ann Palmer

DEM Candidates
For Garwood Council
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– Obituaries –
Paul H. Ortman, 82, Longtime Resident;

Owned General Contracting Business
With deep regrets the family of

Paul H. Ortman announces his pass-
ing on Wednesday, July 25, 2012. A
Mass of Christian Burial was offered
on Monday, July 30, at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield, with interment following
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Mr. Ortman, 82, was born in New-
ark and lived in Westfield for 40
years before moving to Cranford.
Paul was employed by Maier Sign
Co. in Newark for many years and
later began his own general contract-
ing business, which he successfully
operated for 25 years.

He was a member of the Sheet
Metal Union Local No. 137 in New
York. Paul also enjoyed building

model boats in his free time.
Paul was predeceased by his broth-

ers, John and Robert Ortman. He is
survived by his beloved wife of 59
years, Marion, and their children,
Douglas and his wife, Jan, and Jill
and her husband, Joseph Wright. He
also will be deeply missed by his
grandchildren, Bethanie Wright,
Ryan Wright and Dylan Ortman.

The entire Ortman family would
like to personally thank the staff and
volunteers of Haven Hospice for their
genuine kindness and compassion
throughout this difficult time.

For further information or to
leave a message,  visi t
www.dooleyfuneralservice.com.

August 2, 2012

 

   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

Gray Funeral Homes 
Since 1897 

 

 

John-Michael “J.M.” Jones

N.J. Lic. #4869

Director

www.grayfuneralhomes.com

MASTER
MEMORIALS

524 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ (908) 233-2350

Designer • Builders of fine
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MARKERS
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Tim Doerr
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(established  1939)
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Fanwood-SP YMCA to Hold
Registration For Fall Session

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA has
announced that registration for the
Fall Session will begin on Satur-
day, August 18. The Fall Session
runs September 10 through No-
vember 18.

A variety of membership options
allow senior adults, adults and chil-
dren to participate in programs and
classes.

Youth classes include Tae Kwon
Do, Youth All Sports, Youth Gym-
nastics, Tennis, Y Kids Run, Yoga,
Dance, Kindergarten Basketball,
Youth Basketball League and
Travel Basketball. Teens are in-
vited to stay in shape with Tween
Cycle, Tween Tri Club, Tween
Dance, Tween Zumba, Tween Yoga,
Tween Bosu, Progressive Skills
Gymnastics, Wellness Center
Weight Training and Tae Kwon Do.

Parent/ toddler  gymnastics
classes are designed for parents
and their children who are walking
through age 3½. The progressive
preschool program, for 3- to 5-
year-olds, uses gymnastics and a
positive attitude to promote self-
esteem. KinderGym offers an in-
troduction to gymnastics to kin-
dergarten girls. For girls in grades
1 through 12, the progressive-skills
program teaches skills on all four
events of women’s gymnastics in a
safe environment.

Preschool and youth swim les-

sons for ages 3 to 14 feature a
progressive-skills format, with an
emphasis on stroke development
and personal safety. Parent/child
lessons for ages 6 months to 3
years, as well as adult lessons, also
are offered. Masters Swim Team
membership is offered for anyone
age 19 and up who wants to im-
prove his or her swimming experi-
ence.

In addition to a Wellness Center
that offers cardio and strength-
training machines, there are more
than 150 adult fitness classes to
choose from that are held during
day and evening hours for all lev-
els, with some programs specifi-
cally designed to meet the needs of
senior adults. Adult aquatics
classes allow participants to im-
prove their fitness level while re-
ducing stress on joints. There also
is a new TRX Group Personal
Training and a rehabilitation pro-
gram for breast cancer survivors
called “Moving On,” and
“LIVESTRONG at the Y,” a free
wellness initiative for cancer sur-
vivors and their support team.

For information on membership
or programs, or to request a sched-
ule of classes, call the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA at (908) 889-
8880 or visit the Y’s website,
fanwoodscotchplainsymca.org. Fi-
nancial assistance is available for
those who qualify.

RWJ Rahway Foundation
Posts Golf Classic Date

WESTFIELD – The RWJ Rahway
Foundation has announced that its 29th
Annual Golf Classic will take place on
Monday, September 24, at the Echo
Lake Country Club in Westfield.

Kevin Headd, Golf Classic co-
chairman, said the Golf Committee is
privileged to have Anton Tansil, vice-
president, Prudential Retirement,
serving as this year’s Honorary Golf
Chairman. Prudential Retirement also
is the 2012 Title Sponsor.

Mr. Headd, a retired golf pro at the
Oak Hill Golf Club, has served as the
Golf Committee’s co-chairman for
the past 12 years. Also serving on the
committee are RWJ Rahway Foun-
dation President and Golf Co-Chair-
woman Marlene H. Lubinger; Foun-
dation Chairperson Bernice “Bunny”
Bowen; Michele Chen, Foundation
vice-chairwoman; Bonnie Josephs,
Foundation secretary; Richard “Rick”
Parker, Foundation treasurer, execu-
tive director, CBIZ KA Consulting
Services and the 2008 Honorary
Chairman; Foundation trustees Chris
Flynn, Roberta Geyer and Michael
Widmer, executive vice-president,
Northfield Bank and 2007 Honorary
Chairman; Dr. Michael Bernstein,
director of Emergency Services at
RWJ Rahway; Dave DePierro,
Sodexo Food and Environmental
Services general manager at RWJ
Rahway; Jeff Kowalczyk, Connec-
tions Personnel; John Moore, senior
vice-president, Willis; Lou Sgrizzi,
senior vice-president, Sodexo and the
2006 Honorary Chairman; Kirk C.
Tice, president and CEO, RWJ
Rahway, and Robert White, director
of Clinical Services, RWJ Rahway.

Proceeds from the golf outing will
benefit the programs and services of

Robert Wood Johnson University
Hospital at Rahway, helping the hos-
pital to continue its mission to provide
safe and quality healthcare services.

The Golf Classic will include full
golf registration, greens fee, driving
range and putting green, golf carts,
brunch buffet, hot dogs and more at the
RWJ Rahway Foundation Golf Outing
Halfway House, on-course beverages
and a deluxe cocktail reception.

Golfers will have the opportunity
to compete in two special contests –
a Putting Contest sponsored by Chen,
Wang and Guarino, M.D., P.A. and a
Chipping Contest, sponsored by Sta-
tion Cab. They also will have the
opportunity to win hole-in-one prizes
of his and hers Rolex watches, spon-
sored by Martin Jewelers of Cranford,
and a G35 Infiniti, sponsored by Ray
Catena Infiniti of Edison.

For player and sponsorship infor-
mation or to make a donation to the
RWJ Rahway Foundation, call the
Foundation Office at (732) 499-6135
or e-mail foundation@rwjuhr.com.

ECF Invites Vendors
For Outdoor Bazaar
SCOTCH PLAINS – The

Emmanuel Cancer Foundation is
seeking vendors to take part in its
Outdoor Vendor Bazaar on Saturday,
September 22, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
at the Fanwood Train Station. The
rain date is Sunday, September 23.

Admission for vendors is $40 for a
12-foot by 10-foot space (144 square
feet). All proceeds will benefit chil-
dren with cancer and their families.
For further information, contact Bar-
bara at (908) 322-4323, extension no.
17, or barbara@emmanuelcancer.org.

Library Friends Recognize
Eisenbarth and Nook Winner

FANWOOD – During its June
meeting, the Friends of the Fanwood
Memorial Library said goodbye to
one of the group’s most active mem-
bers and also drew the winner of its
membership drive contest.

On the boards of both the library
and the Friends, Nancy Eisenbarth
was recognized for her untiring sup-
port of all libraries and their mission
– advancing knowledge, inspiring
lifelong learning and strengthening
communities.

Friends President Carol Campell
and members of the library board of
trustees Pat Plante and Jenn Coppock-
Heugel all presented certificates to
Ms. Eisenbarth in appreciation of her
dedication, enthusiasm and leadership.
Not only did she expand the Friends’
annual book sale and boost sales by
300 percent over five years, but she
crafted a group of loyal volunteers
who returned each year to sort and sell
the thousands of used items.

For the first time, the Friends rec-
ognized a resigning board member
as Member Emeritus and sent a dona-
tion to the New York Public Library
in Ms. Eisenbarth’s name. “We
wanted to recognize not just volun-
teer hours, but exceptional volunteer
spirit and passion for books and the
libraries that provide them. Nancy
definitely deserves special recogni-
tion,” said Ms. Campell.

Joan Dickason drew the winner of
the Nook ebook reader. The spring
contest was held to publicize the vol-
unteer group’s membership drive and

the launch of ebook capability at the
library.

The Friends donated $2,500 as seed
money to fund the ebook program.
The names of all members of the
Friends as of May 31, 2012 were
entered in the contest. In Powerball
fashion, Ms. Dickason drew a number
from each of three containers, an-
nouncing the winning combination
(147) as belonging to Helena Van
Deroef, a current Friends member and
a former treasurer of the group.

“There are so many benefits to
being a Friends member and this was
the best! What a great idea for a
membership campaign. I have been a
member for many years and love all
the work the Friends does,” said Ms.
Deroef.

NOOK WINNER…Helena Van Deroef, with her dog, Emily Dickinson, displays
the Nook she won in a contest sponsored by the Friends of the Fanwood Memorial
Library. Ms. Van Deroef was named the winner of the contest at the Friends’ June
meeting, at which time the organization also honored Nancy Eisenbarth for her
dedicated service to the Friends and the library.

‘Fotos of Fanwood’
Sought For Contest

FANWOOD – People of all ages,
residents and non-residents alike, are
invited to submit their unique views
of the borough, its people, places and
things for the second annual “Fotos
of Fanwood” contest.

All entries must be brought to K-9
Resorts, 43 South Avenue in
Fanwood, by Friday, September 21.
Judging will be done the following
Friday, September 28, and winners
will be announced during the Fanny
Wood Day festival on Sunday, Sep-
tember 30. Complete rules and an
entry form are available at
fanwoodnj.org.

POLICE BLOTTER

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-12002915

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-002172-11

Plaintiff: BAYVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC
VS.
Defendant: RAYMOND A. CAPPICCILLE, JR.;

EOLIN CAPPICCILLE A/K/A EOLIN TWEEDIE;
EOLIN T. CAPPICCILLE; RAYBEAT AUDIO
VIDEO (TENNANT)

Sale Date: 08/08/2012
Writ of Execution: 06/25/2012
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred
Sixty-Two Thousand Seven Hundred Twenty
and 88/100*** $162,720.88.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, County of Union and State
of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 1766 East 2nd Street,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey.

Tax Lot No. 27 in Block No. 1201
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 33 x156
Nearest Cross Street: Willow Avenue
Being known and designated as Part of Lot

Nos. 7 & 8, in Block No. 7, on a certain map
entitled “Map of Grand View Park, Township of
Scotch Plains, Union County, New Jersey” filed
in the Office of the Union County Register on
April 1, 1918, as Map No. 184-A, and being
further described as follows:

Beginning at a  point on the Southwesterly line
of East Second Street, at a point therein distant
469.55 feet Northeasterly from its intersection
with the Northeasterly line of Willow Avenue and
running thence.

Prior Liens/Encumbrances: 2012 Qtr 2 Due:
05/01/2012 $1,227.73 Open Plus Penalty

Sewer: Scotch Plains Twp, 430 Park Ave,
Scotch plains, NJ 07076 (908) 322-6700 Acct
01/01/2012-06/30/2012 $126.56 Open Plus Pen-
alty, 07/01/2012-12/31/2012 $156.57 Open and
Due 10/01/2012.

Total Upset:  ***One Hundred Sixty-Six Thou-
sand Two Hundred Eighty-Seven and 96/100***
$166,287.96 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 07/12, 07/19, 07/26
& 08/02/12 Fee: $204.00

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-12003103

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-15404-10

Plaintiff: CSB REALTY CORP., A DELAWARE
CORPORATION

VS.
Defendant: NICOLA PORCHETTA; CHRIS-

TINA PORCHETTA; AND EKA ASSOCIATES,
P.A.

Sale Date: 08/29/2012
Writ of Execution: 08/17/2011
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred Five
Thousand Five Hundred Twenty-Four and 38/
100*** $205,524.38.

Concise Statement of Description of Real Prop-
erty to be sold

Municipality: Borough of Fanwood
County and State: Union County, New Jersey
Street and Street Number: 40 South Avenue
Tax Lot and Block Number: Lot 5, Block 56
Dimensions (Size of Property): 108 x 203
Nearest Cross Street: Terrill Road
Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Fifteen Thou-

sand Four Hundred Twenty and 32/100***
$215,420.32 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
SILLS CUMMIS & GROSS P.C.
ONE RIVERFRONT PLAZA
NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 07102
(973) 643-7000
4 T - 08/02, 08/09, 08/16
& 08/23/12 Fee: $157.08

Westfield
Monday, July 23, Jay Blick, 26, of

Randolph was arrested on a Weehawkin
traffic warrant as the result of a motor
vehicle stop on the 200 block of North
Avenue. He was released after posting
$89 bail.

Monday, July 23, Roxane Russo, 45,
of Scotch Plains was arrested on charges
of eluding police, possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance (CDS)/less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana
and possession of drug paraphernalia at
North and Midway Avenues in Scotch
Plains following a pursuit. She was
released after posting $1,000 bail.

Tuesday, July 24, a resident reported
that his motor vehicle was burglarized
while parked on the 600 block of St.
Marks Avenue. Someone entered the
unlocked vehicle and removed items
totaling $2,150.

Wednesday, July 25, Ann Masin, 57,
of Verona was arrested and charged
with shoplifting items from a business
on the 600 block of West North Avenue.
She was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released with a
summons.

Wednesday, July 25, a resident of the
600 block of Hort Street reported being
the victim of a theft. Someone unknown
removed the victim’s locked bicycle from
the north-side train station lot. The ap-
proximate value of the bicycle is $350.

Thursday, July 26, Patricia Denby,
19, of Newark was arrested on the north-
side train station platform on outstand-
ing warrants from Newark, for $100;
Jersey City, for $99, and Vineland, for
$1,000. She was initially detained for
not paying her fare on the train, accord-
ing to police. Denby was turned over to
NJ Transit police.

Thursday, July 26, Trey Moore, 18,
of Vineland was arrested on the north-
side train station platform on charges of
failure to pay fees and obstruction of
transportation. Moore was detained and
subsequently turned over to NJ Transit
police.

Thursday, July 26, a business located
on the 300 block of West South Avenue
reported an incident of criminal mis-
chief, in which someone unknown
caused approximately $400 in damage
to an air conditioner unit.

Thursday, July 26, a resident of the
400 block of Lenox Avenue reported
being the victim of criminal mischief,
after someone unknown removed four
paver blocks from the driveway.

Friday, July 27, Jason T. Cagle, 28, of
Plainfield was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop in the area of East North
Avenue and Elmer Street on an out-
standing North Plainfield traffic war-
rant. He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released after
posting $764 bail.

Friday, July 27, Roberto Cartagena,
34, of Edison was arrested in the mu-
nicipal parking lot behind police head-
quarters on an outstanding Westfield
warrant for $750. Further investigation
revealed he had another warrant from
North Brunswick for $35. He was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Friday, July 27, Murad A. Harris, 33,
of Irvington was arrested after respond-
ing to police headquarters to satisfy an
active Westfield warrant. He was pro-
cessed and released after posting $114
cash bail.

Saturday, July 28, a resident of the
400 block of Mountain Avenue reported
a theft, in which someone unknown
gained entry to the victim’s unlocked
garage and removed three bicycles, val-
ued at $1,050.

Fanwood
Tuesday, July 24, a resident of the

100 block of Herbert Avenue reported
that her parked motor vehicle was tar-
geted for criminal mischief overnight.

Tuesday, July 24, a South Avenue gas

station reported that a motor vehicle
was filling up when the driver drove off
without paying. The vehicle is described
as a black Mercedes Benz. The gas
stolen was valued at $52.78.

Thursday, July 26, Charles Cooper,
38, of Monroe was arrested on the 70
block of North Martine Avenue on an
active warrant out of North Plainfield.
He was processed and released by the
North Plainfield Municipal Court.

Friday, July 27, Donald Copeland, Jr.,
44, of Newark was arrested on an active
warrant out of the Essex County Sheriff’s
Office following a motor vehicle stop at
Terrill Road and George Street. He was
processed and turned over to the Essex
County Sheriff’s Office.

Also in the vehicle was a passenger,
David McKnight, 43, of Allentown,
Pa., who had an active warrant out of
East Orange. McKnight was arrested,
processed, posted bail and released.

Sunday, July 29, Elizabeth
Bustamante, 28, of North Plainfield
was arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) and resisting
arrest following a motor vehicle stop at
South Avenue and Terrill Road for a
motor vehicle violation.

While a police officer was speaking
with the driver he detected a strong
odor of an alcoholic beverage, authori-
ties said. The officer asked the driver to
exit the vehicle to perform some sobri-
ety tests, which she could not do, ac-
cording to police. While officers were
placing her under arrest, Bustamante
attempted to get back into her vehicle
and a brief struggle occurred, police
said. The driver was finally placed un-
der arrest, processed and released to a
responsible person.

Sunday, July 29, Maurice Harrison,
48, of North Plainfield was arrested on
active warrants out of the Union County
and Somerset County Sheriff’s offices
and South Plainfield. Police had re-
sponded to a suspicious person call in
the area of Midway and Farley Av-
enues. Upon officers’ arrival, they lo-
cated Harrison. He was processed and
turned over to the Union County
Sheriff’s Office.

Sunday, July 29, Margarita Diaz, 24,
of Plainfield was arrested on active
warrants out of Atlantic City, Tinton
Falls and Piscataway. Police stopped
Diaz at South Avenue and Terrill Road
for a motor vehicle violation.

Monday, July 30, someone smashed
out a window and took the cash register
from a business in the 200 block of
South Avenue.

Monday, July 30, Michelle Dabney,
52, of Plainfield was arrested on an
active warrant out of Fanwood. The
arrest followed a motor vehicle stop at
South Avenue and Terrill Road. Dabney
was processed, posted bail and released.

Garwood
Wednesday, July 11, Leah Fertig-

Cohn, 21, of Westfield was arrested on
charges of driving while intoxicated,
driving without headlamps, careless driv-
ing and improper display of plates fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on the 700
block of North Avenue. Fertig-Cohn was
released with a pending court date.

Wednesday, July 18, Klausdieter
Sonnenberg, III, 24, of Garwood was
arrested and charged with shoplifting at
a store on the 300 block of North Av-
enue. Sonnenberg was released with a
pending court date.

Sunday, July 22, David I. Silva, 26,
of South Plainfield was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated,
careless driving, following too close,
failure to keep right, improper passing,
being an unlicensed driver, driving while
suspended and failure to wear a seatbelt.
He was arrested following a motor ve-
hicle stop on the 600 block of North
Avenue. Silva subsequently was re-
leased with a pending court date.

Wednesday, July 25, Brandon E.
Judka, 18, of Cranford was arrested and
charged with possession of a controlled
dangerous substance (CDS) after a mo-
tor vehicle in which he was a passenger
was stopped on the 500 block of Fourth
Avenue. The driver and a second passen-
ger, both juveniles, also were charged
with possession of CDS. Additionally,
the driver was charged with speeding,
provisional license violation and pos-
session of CDS in a motor vehicle. All
were released with pending court dates.
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Westfield Library to Present
The Marriage of Figaro

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will present The
Marriage of Figaro, performed by
The Shakespeare Theatre of New
Jersey Next Stage Ensemble, on
Wednesday, August 8, beginning at
7 p.m. The library is located at 550
East Broad Street.

Adapted from the play by Pierre
Beaumarchais, The Marriage of
Figaro is a joyful romp about court-
ship, marriage and married life.
Figaro and Suzanne’s efforts to wed
demand all of their wit, creativity
and passion as they attempt to thwart
a not-so-noble count’s attempts to
seduce the would-be bride and fend
off a lawsuit that would force Figaro
to marry the housekeeper. The
couple weaves a plot that not only
allows them to get married, but it
helps the count and countess redis-
cover their own true love.

Aided by the incorrigible young
Cherubino, the drunk gardener, An-
tonio, and the pompous Doctor
Bartholo, Figaro’s journey to the
altar is a hilarious and madcap one.

In residence on the campus of
Drew University in Madison, The
Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey
is one of the 22 professional the-
aters in the state. One of the leading
Shakespeare theaters in the nation
– serving 100,000 adults and chil-
dren annually – it is New Jersey’s

only professional theater company
dedicated to Shakespeare’s canon
and other classic masterworks.
Through its productions and edu-
cation programs, the company
strives to illuminate the universal
and lasting relevance of the clas-
sics.

Due to the continuing popularity
of plays performed at the library,
attendees must register to attend.
To register online, visit the Westfield
Memorial Library website,
wmlnj.org, click on the Online Cal-
endar and then find August 8, or
call (908) 789-4090, option 0.

MURAL cardholders also may
attend this production. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union
Reciprocal Agreement Libraries.
For participating libraries, check
wmlnj.org.

Library hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m., Monday through Thursday,
and 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and
Saturday. The library will be closed
on Sundays until September 23.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the library’s monthly e-news-
letter, “Library Loop,” or stop by
the library for a copy of its award-
winning quarterly newsletter, “Take
Note.”

Rotary Club Reveals
Kraus Golf Outing

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Rotary
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains will
host the Second Annual Robert H.
Kraus Memorial Golf Outing on
Thursday, October 4, at the
Shackamaxon Golf and Country
Club, located at 1607 Shackamaxon
Drive in Scotch Plains.

The event will benefit the Rob-
ert H. Kraus Memorial Scholar-
ship, which was created to honor
the memory of Mr. Kraus, a long-
time Rotarian and respected mem-
ber of the community. This schol-
arship is awarded to a Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
graduating senior who will attend
Rutgers University, has been in-
volved in extracurricular activities
or volunteerism, and has main-
tained a minimum grade point av-
erage of 3.0. The first scholarship
was awarded in 2011.

For more information about
sponsorship opportunities and reg-
istrat ion,  access
roberthkrausmemorialscholarship.com/
golf.html.

Last year’s sponsors were: Title
sponsor – The Kraus Family; Plati-
num sponsors – Bramnick,
Rodriguez, Mitterhoff, Grabas and
Woodruff, LLC and Memorial Fu-
neral Home-The Keiser Family, and
Gold sponsor – EKA Associates.

For more information about Ro-
tary or if interested in becoming a
Rotarian, visit the club website or
facebook page, fsprotary.org or
facebook.com/fsprotary.

ST. HELEN’S SERVES ROANOKE…St. Helen’s Youth Ministry members and
accompanying adults, pictured above, recently traveled to Roanoke, Va. to assist
those in need there through a variety of community service projects. The team
began preparing for the trip in January and held its own fund-raising activities
to cover costs. The trip marked the youth ministry’s first year participating in
Catholic Heart WorkCamp.

Youth of St. Helen’s Assist
Those In Need in Virginia

WESTFIELD – Members of St.
Helen’s Youth Ministry recently re-
turned home from spending a week
in Roanoke, Va. helping those in
need. The group’s theme this year
was “Zero In and Serve, Live to
Give.”

The group set out at 6 a.m. on
Sunday, July 7, for the week. This
was the first year that St. Helen’s
has participated in Catholic Heart
WorkCamp (CHWC). St. Helen’s
has conducted service trips to West
Virginia, Washington D.C. and New
Mexico in years past to help better
the way of living for people in com-
munities there.

The evening before they left, Fa-
ther Michael Saporito celebrated a
mass, which was followed by a gath-
ering of all the families for a send-
off dinner and a special blessing.

The team was made up of stu-
dents from Westfield, Cranford and
Scotch Plains. Youth and adults in
attendance included Julia
Abbattista, Abbey Conlon, Jim
Conlon, Patrick Conlon, Leia
Descalzi, Rebecca Dooley, Patti
Gardner, Alyssa Gurkas, Bill
McCusker, Megan McCusker, Evan
McElheny, David Mullen, Matthew
Muller, Caitlin O’Shea, Kayla
Pantano, Frankie Pinney, Sarah
Russo, Father Saporito, Chase
Skibitsky, Laura Streaman, Matt
Toriello and Amanda Williams.

During the week, the group broke
up into separate work teams. The

teams would gather at 7:30 a.m. for
morning prayer/program and de-
part for the worksites at 8 a.m.

Some of the organizations team
members worked with were Habi-
tat for Humanity, Ronald McDonald
House, local community food
banks, HopeTree Family Services,
an orphanage and housing for dis-
abled adults, and the Madonna
House of Prayer. The youth and
adults spent time with the residents
of these places, doing home repairs,
painting and building houses for
the less fortunate.

Upon their return from the
worksites each day, CHWC pro-
vided the youth with an evening
program that consisted of music by
Christian rock artist Andy Cloniger,
reflections and pictures of the day,
games, daily mass and, on one night,
a candlelight prayer service.

The team began preparing for this
week of service in January of this
year. They raised all of the funds
for this trip by having a pancake
breakfast and sponsorship drive.

The team stayed at Roanoke
Catholic High School, sleeping on
the floor all week in classrooms
and showering in the gym or at the
local YMCA. This experience en-
abled the youth to truly appreciate
all of the luxuries available in their
own communities, according to St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church.
The church is located at 1600
Rahway Avenue in Westfield.

I N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O N

By Carol Pedro, Exec. Dir. Youth & Family Counseling Service

Strengthening Self-Esteem
Is Key to Combat Bullying

The bullied bus monitor story is a
tragedy for everyone. Most impor-
tantly, our kids. I have had many
young clients share their bullying
experiences with me. My first con-
cern is to provide support, empathy,
compassion and a safe place to share
their story.

Recently, Becky, a 12-year-old in a
local town attending public school,
tearfully shared, “they just don’t like
me…no one at that school likes me!”
Becky and her family were trans-
planted here from the Midwest for
her father’s job.

Becky begins to explain that one of
her new “friends” rallied a couple of
other girls together to make her the
focus of teasing, name-calling and
provoking text and Internet messages.
Becky reports, “they told me I was
ugly, then sent messages saying my
hair looked like (expletive) and I should
just move out of town, ‘go back to
where you came from.’” It became a
barrage of texting, e-mail and face-to-
face assaults that she dreaded and
which contributed to her anxiety, keep-
ing her from attending school.

Becky was feeling hopeless and
her mother was desperate. Becky
began isolating, had difficulty sleep-
ing and cried often. Mom attended a
few sessions and I supported her fears
and anxieties, but my goal was to
empower both of them.

One of the core issues to bullying is
often self-esteem. People (including
the woman on the bus) who appear to
be struggling with themselves can
become easy targets. For Becky,
moving to a new town without a
support system of already established

friends made her vulnerable in the
bullies’ eyes. It was important to help
empower Becky, by helping to im-
prove her self-esteem.

I suggested that Mom work very
hard to improve how Becky felt about
herself – lots of loving support and
praise. I encouraged Becky to do a
gratitude journal and list positive self-
affirmations. I recommended getting
her involved in church and commu-
nity activities to strengthen her sup-
port system and help her feel “part
of” and accepted.

Mother was open and receptive
and increased her verbal praises for
even very small accomplishments.
Becky was uncomfortable with the
idea at first, but we set up goals such
as joining the church teen group, then
volunteering at a local animal shelter.
Becky began to feel less isolated and
was distracted by the new positive
influences in her life.

After a few weeks, Becky began to
share positive stories about her expe-
riences at the shelter and church.
Eventually, Becky returned to school
regularly and was able to find friends
and support from other peers in the
community. Becky continues in
therapy to assist her with anxiety but
no longer reports feeling depressed.
It is important for us all to remember,
“you yourself, as much as anybody in
the entire universe, deserve your love
and affection.” – Buddha.

* * *
Carol M. Pedro is a licensed thera-

pist at Youth and Family Counseling
Service, 233 Prospect Street,
Westfield, N.J., (908) 233-2042;
Website: yfcsnj.org.

Christ Child Society, Bridges
Collecting School Supplies

SUMMIT – The Christ Child So-
ciety of Summit and Bridges Out-
reach, Inc. are partnering to pro-
vide nearly 500 Summit students
eligible for free and reduced
lunches with a new backpack and
school supplies.

“We want every child to arrive at
school with all the supplies they
need, just like their peers, and with
the knowledge that people care and
want them to succeed,” said Lois
Bhatt ,  executive director of
Bridges. Last year, 361 children
received about $75 worth of sup-
plies and a new backpack. Parents
were able to take the resources that
would have been used for school
supplies and put it toward food,
rent and other necessities.

The following items are needed:
one-inch or two-inch binders;
three-hole pencil cases; subject
dividers; two-pocket folders;
marble composition books; loose-
leaf paper (wide and college ruled);
spiral notebooks (wide and col-
lege ruled); eight-pack colored
pencils or thin markers; No. 2 pen-
cils and erasers; blue, black and
red pens; 24-pack crayons and
highlighters.

Donations may be dropped off at
Lois Schneider Realtor,  431
Springfield Avenue, and Coldwell
Banker, 401 Springfield Avenue,
both in Summit, during regular
business hours.

Items also may be delivered to
Bridges Outreach, Inc., Oakes Cen-
ter, 120 Morris Avenue (entrance
on Russell Place), Summit, on
Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., or
Fridays, 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Dona-
tions currently are being accepted
and will continue to be through
Monday, August 27.

The Christ Child Society is a
non-profit association of volun-
teers dedicated to serving at-risk
children in the area. Bridges is an
outreach program for the home-
less, delivering food, clothing, toi-
letries and other necessities to those
who are homeless or in need in
New York City,  Newark and

Irvington every week.
Funding for new backpacks is

made possible through a grant from
the Summit Area Public Founda-
tion. For further information, visit
bridgesoutreach.org.

• Business Health Plans

• Medicare Plans

• Term Life Insurance

benefitsnj.com

732-345-6300
Call for a Quote Today

A.Ammermuller
& Company

The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

(908) 233-6030

Located at:

New Hours!

Caring for your dogs, cats, birds, & exotics

Full Service Medical, Surgical, & Dental Facility

House calls & Boarding Available

U N D E R  N E W  M A N A G E M E N T

Call for an Appointment Today! 

FREE Exam for New Patients* 
*$75 value.  Available to new clients only.  Limit one coupon per client.

During your visit our veterinarians will check weight, listen to heart and lungs, & assess eyes, ears, mouth, skin, teeth, coat.

Please take this opportunity to discuss diet, behavior, exercise patterns, a vaccination schedule, flea-tick-heartworm preventatives.

WestfieldAnimal.com

357 South Ave. E

Westfield, NJ 07090

Anthony Loomis, DVM
Scott Linick, DVM, FAVD
Kathleen Neumann, DVM
Ronald Swist, DVM

Mon-Fri: 8am-7pm

Sat: 8am-1pm

Since 1963

Your      ometown Animal HospitalH

Westfield
Animal
Hospital

Investors Foundation Grant
To Aid Catholic Charities

CRANFORD – The Investors
Foundation, which supports non-
profit organizations that enrich the
communities served by Investors
Bank, has awarded a $10,000 grant to
Catholic Charities of the Archdio-
cese of Newark.

Catholic Charities operates numer-
ous agencies and social-service pro-
grams throughout Greater Newark
and the surrounding counties. The
grant will fund the removal and re-
placement of flooring at Catholic
Charities’ Engel Center, located on
South Avenue East in Cranford. The
Engel Center provides a senior social
day-care program for elderly resi-
dents of Union County.

“The flooring at the center is old and
in disrepair, and we’re committed to
ensuring the safety and comfort of our
clients and personnel,” said Catholic
Charities Executive Director Allan
Daul. “Thanks to the generous support
of the Investors Foundation, we’ll be
able to completely replace the floors in
both the senior center and office areas.”

“Catholic Charities of the Arch-

diocese of Newark makes a positive
difference in the lives of tens of thou-
sands of people and families each
year, including some of New Jersey’s
most vulnerable residents,” said In-
vestors Bank President and CEO
Kevin Cummings, who also serves
on the Foundation’s board. “We ap-
plaud their tireless and dedicated ser-
vice to communities in need.”

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

THE TIMES GOES TO WASHINGTON…Fanwood-Scotch Plains Girl Scout
volunteer Julie Murphy displays a copy of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times she
brought along during a June 9 trip by Fanwood-Scotch Plains Troops No. 40764
and 40270 to Washington, D.C. for “Girl Scouts Rock the Mall: 100th Anniver-
sary Sing-Along” on the National Mall.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Cannonball House
To Be Open Sunday

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Osborn
Cannonball House Museum, located
at 1840 Front Street in Scotch Plains,
will be open this Sunday, August 5,
from 2 to 4 p.m.

A display of wedding gowns span-
ning the years 1895 to 2000 will be
featured. Costumed guides will con-
duct tours. The museum is open the
first Sunday of each month from 2 to
4 p.m. For more information, visit
historicalsocietyspfnj.org.
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THE WEEK IN SPORTS
See it all in color at!
www.goleader.com

Sports Section
 Pages 9-12

NEED A HOME?
Frank’s got THE App for that!

Download my free 
Mobile App for 
on the go access 
to prices, maps, 
photos and more!

Text “ISOLDI” to “87778”

Frank D. Isoldi, Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Agent Westfield Office: 2006-2011 • #1 Listing Agent Westfield Office: 2004-2011

email: isre@aol.com • Office: 908-233-5555 x 202 • Direct: 908-301-2038 • www.frankdisoldi.com
©2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!

NIES RAPS HR, 6 HITS, 7 RBI; SIMO 5 HITS, HR, 4 RBI

Stage House Rage Ransacks
Trinity Electric Men, 32-3
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains Men’s Softball
League Commissioner Ed Zazzali
recently dubbed the Stage House as
the “2,000-lb Gorilla”. He was defi-
nitely correct as the undefeated, top-
seeded and defending champions
Stage men flew into an offensive rage,
amassing 42 hits to stomp on fifth-
seeded Trinity Electric, 32-3, in the
first game of the Wednesday Night
Division semifinals at Brookside Park
in Scotch Plains on July 25.

Stage House veteran Emidio Mo-
naco, the hero in a 17-9 victory over
rival Charlie Brown’s on July 11 by
crushing a grand slam and finishing
with six RBI, decided to defer further

fame to his teammates in this game.
But the mix of veterans and semi-

veterans of the 15-0 Stage House
managed to share somewhat equally
in the dishing out of punishment on
the stunned Electricians in what could
have been referred to as a “two-pen
game” to scorekeepers. Veteran Mark
Nies inflicted the most punishment
with six hits, five runs scored and
seven RBI in his six plate appear-
ances, which included a three-run
home run, a two-run double and a
double. Veteran Brian Dayton found
much success directly down the third
baseline with a pair of RBI singles
and a double. Jon Lehberger singled
twice and scored three times, and
very veteran, veteran John Palazzolo

contributed a single.
Todd Simo led the semi veterans

with five hits, including a solo homer,
five runs scored and four RBI. An-
drew Michinard pounded a pair of
singles, a double and a triple, while
scoring four runs and added three
RBI. PJ Dowling drilled three one-run
singles and an RBI double, while scor-
ing three times. Tony Wargo whacked
three singles and a ground-rule double,
while scoring four runs and adding
two RBI. Scotty Savarese (RBI)
slapped four singles and scored twice.

Not necessarily a rookie, steady
Rob Harder (2 runs scored, 2 RBI)
effortlessly lined five singles through
gaps between short and second.

CETLIN 3 RBI, FULLER RBI WINNER, HAGEN KEY GRAB

WF Blue 12s Edge Springfield
For N. Pr. League Crown, 7-6

PITCHERS KAUFMAN, DANIELOVICH RULE ON MOUND

SPF 12s Top So. Orange, 8-4,
Win N. Prov. Lower Bracket

BRACCO, MEUSEL, NORRIS PREVAIL ON THE MOUND

Westfield White 12s Capture
League Title, Top Union, 6-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Zany plays, followed by the thun-
der and darkness from impending
severe weather halted the New Provi-
dence Green League upper bracket
championship game between the
Westfield Blue 12-year-old baseball
team and the Springfield Minutemen
in the top of the fifth inning at Gumbert
2 Field in Westfield on July 26.

The remainder of the game was
played the next day, but at the time of

the postponement, Westfield held a
6-4 lead. However, Springfield tied
the game in the fifth, but Westfield
regained the lead, 7-6, and held on to
claim the title.

The saving play of the game came
in the top of the sixth. With Minute-
man Anthony Serido on second and
no one out, Westfield second baseman
Hunter Hagen snagged a line drive to
definitely prevent a run. Relief pitcher
Lee Papadopoulos managed to get
the final two outs.

“The key was saving a run that
would have tied the game. Once again
we came up with a run when we
needed it and a made a big defensive

play in the field to help win the game,”
Westfield Head Coach Scott Faktor
said.

Matt Cetlin was Westfield Blue’s
most formidable offensive threat with
a two-run double and an RBI
groundout. He also scored a run. Jack
Johnson pounded the ball with a pair
of singles, while scoring once in his
two plate appearances. But it was
Kevin Fuller (2-for-3, run scored)
who knocked in what turned out to be
the winning RBI.

Serido provided the Springfield
Minutemen with a two-run single
and another single. Justin Ehly went

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Starting pitcher Erik Kaufman and
reliever Rich Danielovich allowed
just four free passes (2 walks, 2 hit
batters), while combining for 12
strikeouts to lead the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood 12s baseball team to an 8-4
victory over South Orange/
Maplewood to win the New Provi-
dence Green League lower bracket at
Vo-Tech Field in Scotch Plains on
July 28.

Kaufman tossed three innings, al-
lowing four runs on just three hits,
while hitting two batters and striking
out five. Danielovich fanned seven
Cougars, while allowing just two

singles and two walks.
“They pitched well. That’s one of

my pet peeves, is the walks. Nor-
mally during the season, I will let
these guys go a little bit. If they are
getting hit around a little bit, that’s
fine. They keep working. They keep
the ball down. The walks come back
to haunt you. Erik Kaufman started
the game, pitched a great game. Richie
Danielovich did the same. They know
to get ahead of the batters. That’s the
secret,” Raider Head Coach Neil
Kaufman said.

South Orange/Maplewood starting
pitcher Jake Altamore and reliever
Gabe Worth also demonstrated good
control on the mound. Altamore per-

mitted only two walks in four in-
nings, while recording six strikeouts,
and Worth did not allow a free pass.

The Raiders totaled 10 hits, and
Sam Lusk contributed two of them,
along with an RBI. Zach Fleischman
drilled a double, scored twice and
added an RBI sacrifice fly. Ethan
Johnson had a two-run single and
scored once. Kaufman singled once
and scored twice. Tommy Drubulis
and Justin Sidebottom each ripped an
RBI single. Matt Zucker doubled and
scored once. Danielovich and Ryan
Lopez (run scored) each singled.
Derek Cappadoccia walked and
scored, and Joel Madera had two

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Quick thinking and key defensive
plays seemed to dictate the outcome
of the New Providence Green League
Middle Bracket championship game
between the Union Stingers and the
Westfield White at Gumbert 1 Field
in Westfield on July 28.

The Blue Devils pulled away from
a very tightly contested game when
they manufactured three runs in the
bottom of the fifth inning and held on
to seize a 6-2 victory.

The Union Stingers won five
straight games to earn their ticket to
the championship game and threat-
ened several times, but the Blue Dev-
ils’ defense rose to the occasions to
thwart any breakout innings.

The most noticeable Westfield de-
fensive play came in the fifth inning.

Union had a runner on second with
one out, and Joseph Munley (2-for-
2, run scored) ripped a low liner to
right field. Realizing he could not
catch the ball, Blue Devil Ryan
Palmer dove and smothered the ball
before it could roll for extra bases.
The next two batters drew walks, but
Westfield relief pitcher Robert Norris
stepped to the mound and struck out
to next two batters to limit the Sting-
ers to just one run.

“The key plays in the game, I think
there were a couple of them. We had
a runner on second. Joey Munley
was up. He hit a line drive to right
field on a bound, and the kid (Palmer)
made a diving play. We had to hold
the runner. We could have had runs
right there. It’s a game of inches. The
ball bounced their way today, but
both teams played a good game,”

Union Head Coach Bob Munley said.
“Throughout the season, the team

all played well. At any given time, if
we asked anyone to step in and play
a role, he stepped in and played that
role. They just don’t quit,” Westfield
Head Coach Pat Pucciarelli said.

The Stingers’ defense also pulled
off a key play in the third inning.
Westfield had two runs in with the
bases loaded with two outs. Tyler
Hoffman (1-for-1, run scored) smoked
a shot to leftfield that Union’s Austin
Wright hauled in for the third out.

“We had a situation out here with
Austin Wright. The kid hit the hard-
est ball that was hit today right down
the line. That was two runs right
there,” Coach Munley said.

Westfield catcher Hoffman gunned
down a runner attempting to steal third

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WILD PLAY AT HOME…Raider catcher Zach Fleischman tags out South Orange Cougar Jake Altamore in the fourth
inning of the New Providence Green League lower bracket championship game at Vo-Tech in Scotch Plains on July 28.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NOT QUITE IN TIME…Westfield Blue second baseman Miles Brancatella, left, gets the throw from the catcher a little too
late as Springfield’s Raphael Isidio steals second at Gumbert 2 Field.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CALLING FOR A TIMEOUT…Westfield White’s Robert Norris calls for a timeout after swiping third base in the fifth
inning at Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield on July 28. Union’s third baseman is Samad Cohen-Calloway.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE NIGHT GOLF STALKERS…A number of local residents, including The Leader/Times Publisher Horace Corbin,
holding golf ball, Westfield resident Bob Cozzolina to his left, and former Raider football Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli,
center, prepare to try their luck at Night Golfing at Roselle Golf Club on July 27. The Leader Times Sports Editor/Assistant
Publisher Dave Corbin also tested his luck. See another photo on page 8.
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WF Blue Edges Springfield, 7-6
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

2-for-2 with a run scored and an RBI.
Jeff Carrier boomed a double to the
fence.

Effective defense proved to be key
on the very first pitch of the game.
Ehly lofted a fading shot over second
base that looked destined to drop in
for a single, but Westfield Blue
centerfielder Matt Feinberg sprinted
forward and snagged the ball just
inches before it hit the grass. Feinberg
followed up his catch with a side roll,
jumped to his feet and showed um-
pire Al Manzi that he had the ball in
his possession. Second baseman
Miles Brancatella followed with a
fine catch of Adam Berkowitz’s pop
fly in shallow right field. Westfield
Blue starting pitcher Ryan Chirichella
struck out the next batter.

In the bottom of the first inning,
Fuller lashed a single to leftfield,
dashed to second on a passed ball and
advanced to third on a groundout to
second. Chris O’Connor drew a walk
then Cetlin grounded to second, al-
lowing Fuller to score.

Carrier led off the Springfield sec-
ond inning with his double to the
fence and moved to third to set up the
first of several chaotic plays. Danny
Sobel chopped a one-out grounder to
third as Carrier headed for home, but
Westfield third baseman O’Connor
fired to catcher Hagen, who tagged
Carrier for the out. Raphael Isidio
walked and Sobel trotted to second. A
mishandled pickoff attempt allowed
Sobel to loop around third and score.
Chirichella fanned the next batter for
the third out.

Westfield Blue broke the 1-1 tie
with two runs in the second. Johnson
jolted a single to left, and Brancatella
hobbled an infield single to short.
Papadopoulos lined an RBI single to
center, and Jason Glickstein added an
RBI groundout.

Springfield’s big chance came in
the third. Shane Murray singled, Tyler
Stoeckle walked and Ehly loaded the
bases with a single. Berkowitz drew
an RBI walk, and Serido gave the
Minutemen a 4-3 lead with his two-
run single to left. But chaos ensued. A

wild throw over third, prompted
Berkowitz to head home, but the
leftfielder threw a bullet to catcher
Jake Obsgarten in time to get the out.
In the meantime, Serido headed to
third, and another throw sailed into
the outfield. Serido headed home, but
he also was gunned down for the third
out.

In the bottom of the third,
Berkowitz, the Minutemen’s starting
pitcher pulled off a neat, by-the-book
banana hook to cover first to get the
first out. Next, Chirichella sizzled a
grounder that eluded the shortstop.
O’Connor singled to left, and Cetlin
slashed his two-run double to right.
Robbie Faktor tapped a grounder to
second, but the second baseman over-
threw first, and Cetlin scored to put
Westfield up, 6-4. Faktor was then
thrown out attempting to reach third.

Papadopoulos stepped to the
mound in the fourth and retired all
three batters. Westfield also failed to
score in the inning. In the Springfield
fifth, James Patinia ripped a one-out
single, and Adam Gelo walked. Shane
Murray and Ehly each drilled an RBI
single to knot the score.

In the Westfield sixth, Feinberg
walked and stole second. Hagen
singled to left. Fuller yanked an RBI
single to right. Chirichella singled
just before the third out.

“We finished the New Providence
League season, 14-1-1. Not only did
we win the upper bracket champion-
ship, but we also won our division.
Overall we played 28 games. Perhaps
what amazes me most is the way we
played after coming back from our
Cooperstown tournament. I heard it
was going to be tough to get the team
to focus. Not these boys! They have
enjoyed playing together as a team,
all season long. They finished strong.
They made the plays in the field when
it counted and got the key hits when
we needed them most. Every player
contributed, and this season for
Westfield Blue, will be one that we
will never forget,” Coach Faktor said.
Springfield 013 020 6
Westfield Blue 123 01x 7

        Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
      908-233-6417, Direct Dial 

     NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2010

Beautifully illustrating classic elegance mingled with inviting comfort, this gracious Colo-
nial is situated in the heart of Westfield’s prestigious Wychwood neighborhood. Hard-
wood floors, natural wood molding, marvelous window arrangements and custom built-
ins enliven the spacious interior. Beckoning you to enter, the endearing foyer opens to the 
cordial living room warmed by a handsome fireplace. The adjacent formal dining room 
boasts copious built-ins and flows to the eat-in kitchen and comfy family room. A wonder-
ful sun room with access to the deck and a powder room complement the first floor. Pri-
vate spaces are comprised of a lovely master suite, generous bedrooms and well placed 
baths. A rec room with fireplace and a delightful yard enhance this unsurpassed venue 
that warms your soul and welcomes you home. Presented for: $995,000. 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 
2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker 

Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing  Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT LLC

“Our success is evidenced in our results.”
Michael Scott, Manager

Congratulations Agents of the Month!

Frank D. Isoldi
Broker Sales Associate

Mary McEnerney
Sales Associate

Barbara Mulvee
Sales Associate

SCOTCH PLAINS $769,000
CH custom built Col, great flow for entertain-
ing, 4BRs, 3.1 baths, full fin rec/exercise rm &
office. Ingrnd pool, private oasis. MLS 2954462

MOUNTAINSIDE $714,999
Elegant & spacious on cul-de-sac, 5/6 BRs, LR w/2
skylights, Formal dining, family & recreation w/frplc
& wood burning stove. MLS 2938286

PLAINFIELD $625,000
Picture perfect 5BR, 3.1 bath Colonial in the heart
of Sleepy Hollow, 20x20 kit, 3 frplcs, CAC, Garden
rm, Rec rm w/fireplace. MLS 2957310

GREENBROOK $609,000
Pristine CHC w/contemporary flair, 4BRs, 2.1
baths. Designer kit & bths, recessed lighting, wood
& ceramic flooring, fin Rec Rm. MLS 2957381

WESTFIELD $549,000
Charming Colonial, 5BRs, 2 1/2 baths, HWF, LR w/
frplc, formal DR, Bsmnt RecRm. Convenient Westfield
location, Great opportunity. MLS 2953657

SCOTCH PLAINS $439,000
Updated Brick Ranch in Maple View Farms, 3
bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths, eat-in kitchen, hardwood
floors, 1 flr living at its best. MLS 2955863

SCOTCH PLAINS $485,000
Delightful custom CC features 7 rooms, 4 bed-
rooms and 2 baths with many updates on
almost an acre. MLS 2955345

WESTFIELD $429,900
Move-in Cond 3BR Col w/open front porch,
gleaming hrdwd flrs, updated EIK.Convenient to
town, park & schools. MLS 2954627

PLAINFIELD $395,000
Unique Carriage House, Glass walled English
conservatory, Beautiful gardens, 2BRs, 1 1/2
baths, 1 car garage. MLS 2958686

GARWOOD $365,000
One of the nicest homes you will see! Four
large bedrooms, 2.5 baths, Fabulous finished
basement. MLS 2957163

WESTFIELD $365,000
Charming 4BR Colonial w/beautifully updated
Kit w/granite & SS appliances. Convenient to
town and NYC transportation. MLS 2957536

SOUTH PLAINFIELD $349,500
Nothing could be finer than this 7 room, 3BR,
2 1/2 bath Ranch. Renewed from top to bot-
tom. It's like brand new! MLS 2956153

©2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

Experience,
Trust, Reliability & Service

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555
Coldwell Banker Home Loans

Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416
ColdwellBankerMoves.com

www.facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield

SPF 12s Top South Orange, 8-4
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

plate appearances.
Max Goldstein led the Cougars

offensively with a two-run single and
a run scored, and Matt Kritzberg
looped an RBI single and scored once.
Altamore, Zach Baugh (run scored)
and Emanuel Jackson each singled.
Chris Donny was hit-by-a-pitch and
scored.

The Cougars scored once in the top
of the first inning when leadoff batter
Kritzberg was hit-by-a-pitch, stole
second and third, and scored on a wild
pitch. The Raiders answered in the
bottom of the inning when Fleischman
drilled a double to right field and scored
on Drubulis’ single to right.

South Orange/Maplewood took a
4-1 lead with three runs in the third.
With Baugh and Donny on base,
Goldstein punched his two-run single.
Kritzberg added an RBI single then
Raider third baseman Drubulis made
a fine play to end the inning.

The Raiders immediately stormed
right back to seize a 5-4 lead. With
Cappadoccia, Lopez and Kaufman
on base, Fleischman looped a fly ball
behind second base, but centerfielder
Worth made a great catch, limiting
Fleischman to an RBI sacrifice fly.
Lopez scored on a throwing error
then Kaufman came home on Lusk’s

single over first base.
Zucker doubled and scored on

Sidebottom’s single to left in the
fourth inning then Johnston made the
score 8-4 with his two-run single in
the fifth inning.

Danielovich retired three of the
four Cougars he faced in the final
inning.

“We had some base runners early
and we had a couple of strikeouts
where we left some runners on base,
but it was just a matter of time. The
last few games, the playoffs are all
about hitting your stride right at the
end. These kids were really coming
together the last few games, and they
showed it,” Coach Kaufman said.

The Cougars knocked off top-
seeded Summit and the Clark Blue
team to reach the championship game.

“They were a good team. The last
time we played them, they had a
couple of home runs. It was a good
game,” Coach Kaufman said.

“These guys are a great team. They
played well together. They play as a
team. They are smiling. They are
happy, and they are ready to go to the
beach,” Cougar Head Coach Mike
Worth said.
S. Orange/Maplwd 103 000 4
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 104 12x 8

Westfield 11U Black Finishes
Season with a 7-4 Record

Seventh-seed Westfield Black
edged second-seed New Providence,
6-5, on July 24 in the first round of the
New Providence Green League’s 11U
50/70 Division playoff series to ad-
vance to the semifinals in the highest
of the division’s three brackets.

New Providence plated a run in the
bottom of the first. Westfield knotted
the score in the second. Ethan Wolf
singled, stole second and scored on
Michael Kane’s RBI base hit.

Westfield took a 3-1 lead in the
third when Brian Hinkel homered
with Michael Charlton on base and
extended its lead to 6-1 in the fourth.
Successive RBI singles from Noah
Levy, Matt Pindilli and Thomas Norris
scored, in order, Sean O’Brien, Jef-
frey Bennett and Kane.

Westfield starting pitcher Ethan
Wolf pitched three and two-thirds
innings, allowing just three runs and
striking out nine. Sandy Miller re-
lieved in the fourth with runners on
first and third. Later, with two outs
and the bases loaded, Miller fanned
the next batter.

New Providence threatened in the
fifth. After third baseman Jack Gerris
retired the first batter with a strong
throw to first baseman Norris, the
home team put runners on first and
second. Shortstop Bennett recorded

the second out, fielding a grounder
and throwing to Gerris at third. A
double steal put two players in scor-
ing position, but Miller came through
with a clutch strike out.

In the sixth, Bennett came on to
close with Westfield ahead 6-3. New
Providence put runners on first and
second. The next batter smashed a
line drive to right, but right fielder
O’Brien streaked in, made a shoe-
string catch and gunned the ball to
shortstop Pindilli at second to com-
plete a double play.

New Providence did manage to add
two runs. With the bases loaded,
Bennett induced a ground ball to sec-
ond baseman Kane, who threw to
Miller at first for the final out.

On July 25, Montville ended
Westfield’s season in the semifinals.

Head Coach Jeff Gerris com-
mented, “I’m proud of the boys. They
played with heart and determination
all summer, and the results show it.
We improved our record to 7-4 this
season from 6-6 last year and 5-7 in
2010.”

That placed Black seventh among
17 teams in New Providence Green
League’s 11U 50/70 Division, secur-
ing the team a slot in the top playoff
bracket.

Gerris attributed this year’s better

performance to a number of factors.
Westfield got timely hitting up and
down the lineup. On the mound, the
improvement was clear. Anchored by
Miller, Bennett, Wolf and Norris,
Black’s pitching staff gave up few
free passes and challenged batters.
Likewise, the main catchers – Gerris,
Charlton, Hinkel and Levy – were
rock solid behind the plate. And in the
field, Pindilli, Kane and O’Brien were
sure-handed defenders who made key
plays throughout the summer. Colby
Chen rounded out the roster.

Finally, Sean Flynn from Westfield
Silver and Emmitt Smith filled in
admirably several times when Black
needed pinch-players.

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AWAITING THE THROW…Raider first baseman Sam Lusk awaits the throw,
but Cougar Zach Baugh legs it out for a single in the third inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STEALING SECOND…Springfield’s Jeff Carrier steals second base as Westfield
Blue shortstop Matt Cetlin gets the throw.

The Westfield Black 11U baseball team

See Ballyhoo Sports – page 3 See Ballyhoo Sports – page 1
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Fanwood Corner Store
34 Martine Ave. (Times)
Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

King’s Market
300 South Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Scotch Plains
Mountain & Park Ave. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

Exxon Tiger Mart
421 Central Ave. (Leader)

Krauszer’s
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Robert Treat Deli
113 Quimby St. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES newspapers:
7-11 of Mountainside

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)
Gillespie’s Food Market

856 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave. W.(Leader/Times)

Baron’s Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Westfield Train Station
South side (Leader/Times)

Extra! Extra!

in the first inning. Joseph SanGiacomo
made two fine catches in right field
and also made a great backup play in
the sixth inning to sting a Stinger in the
sixth inning. Union shortstop Dylan
Donohue made a fine unassisted play
in the first inning.

Westfield pitchers Danny Bracco,
Matt Meusel and Norris combined to
limit Union to six hits, while walking
five and striking out seven. Justin
Mazzitelli pitched the first two in-
nings for Union, allowing one run on
three hits, while walking just one and
fanning one. Gus Pagano faced one
batter in the third, and Donohue re-
lieved for the remainder of the game.

Union scored once in the top of the
first when Munley walked, stole sec-
ond and scored on Spence Nuzman’s
RBI single to right. Nuzman finished
2-for-2 with two RBI. Westfield an-
swered in the second. Hoffman singled,
moved to second on a passed ball and
scored on John Sickles’ RBI double.
Later, Sickles attempted to score on a
passed ball but was tagged out. Jack
Cerria also doubled in the inning.

Westfield took advantage of five
walks to score twice in the third in-
ning. SanGiacomo (1-for-1, 2 runs,
RBI), Norris (2 runs), Steven Warren,
Sprung (RBI) and Andrew Milstein all
walked. Dean Pucciarelli had an RBI
in the inning that ended abruptly when
Wright made his key catch in leftfield.

Donohue scored in the fifth inning,
but Westfield extended its lead to 6-2
in the bottom of the inning. Bracco

scored on SanGiacomo’s RBI single
to left. Norris brought home
SanGiacomo and scored on Warren’s
grounder to third.

“The whole premise of pride the
way they play, we wanted to get them
to understand the pros make errors,
so at 12-years-old, you are going to
make errors, but you got to let those
go and move on. As long as you play
with love of game, you will be fine,”
Coach Pucciarelli said.
Union 100 010 2
Westfield White 012 003 6

WF White Tops Union for Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Stage House Stomps Trinity, 32-3
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

“He’s like a machine all the time,”
Palazzolo commented in the seventh
inning.

Mo Wright slashed two singles and
a double, scored once and added five
RBI. Also, young Ed Zazzali, who
arrived later in the game, managed to
contribute a looping single and a run
scored.

The Trinity Electricians finished
with 14 hits, and veteran John
Rubinetti, who scored once, zapped
the team’s only extra base hit, a
ground-rule double. Matt Betau (run
scored), Joe Vanverbogart (RBI), Don
Auriema (RBI) and Frank Mastrocola
added some juice with a pair of singles
each. Tom Giannone (run scored),
Dan Clark, Don Metzger, Sean Wessel
and Westfield’s own Rob Rowland
each contributed a single.

The Stage House also settled the
Electricians with numerous fine de-
fensive plays. Lehberger made sev-
eral fine scoops at shortstop, which
resulted in putouts. On the mound,
Wright initiated a second-to-first
double play. He also absorbed a hard
liner. Second baseman Simo sprinted
to mid right-centerfield to haul in a
fading fly ball, and third baseman
Dowling initiated a second-to-first
double play.

The Stage House men galloped to
an early lead with seven runs on 10
hits in the bottom of the first inning,
which was highlighted by Nies’ two-
run double, Michinard’s RBI triple to

right-centerfield and Wright’s two-
run double to left.

“Let’s hit! All we got to do is hit,”
bellowed Betau as Trinity came to the
plate in the second.

The Electricians did manage to
plate two runs worth of current in the
second on Rubinetti’s RBI double
and Auriema’s RBI single. But the
Stage House responded convincingly
with another six runs on seven singles
to seize a 13-2 lead.

“It usually takes us three to warm
up,” Mastrocola said as Trinity
marched to the plate in the third.

But did he mean three innings or
three games?

While the Electricians remained
static at the plate, the Stage House
rolled with another five runs on five
hits, including Simo’s leadoff solo
blast, in the fourth.

Trinity did provide its last spark
with a run in the sixth when Betau
singled and later scored on
Vanverbogart’s bouncing single past
second, but the House men quickly
replied with three runs on five hits.

Nies hammered his three-run shot
to highlight a six-run, six-hit seventh
then five more Housemen trampled
the plate in the eighth.

Dowling turned his second-to-first
double play in the ninth, and Savarese
turned off the Electric’s light when he
smothered a streaking shot at first base.
Trinity Elec. 020 001 000 3
Stage House 760 503 65x 32

St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League Standings:

REACHING A MAGIC NUMBER…Historians determined that Karl Grossmann
got his 1,000th career hit on July 26. Karl’s St. Alexander teammates presented
him with a plaque. Pictured, left to right, are: bottom row; Mike Walch, Kevin
Woodring and kids, Joe DeRosa, Paul Morello, Ed Villaverde and Floyd Roberts;
top row, Fred Villaverde, Dave Roth, Karl Grossmann, Captain Harold Hopler,
Steve Spoljaric, Tom Fazio and George Balint.

ANGELS DIVISION:
(As of July 27:)

TEAM W L Pct
St. Nicholas 12 3 .800
St. Alexander   9 7 .563
St. Anne   8 7 .533
St. James   6 10 .375
St. Kilian   2 13 .133

SAINTS DIVISION:
TEAM W L Pct
St. George 13 3 .813
St. Anthony 10 6 .625
St. Joseph 7 9 .438
St. John 6 9 .400
St. Jude 5 11 .313

St. Anne 11, St. Jude 7
Keith Middleton (3-for-4, 2 RBI)

and Gene Booth (2-for-3, 2 RBI) led
Jude. Walt Patrylo (4-for-4, RBI), Rob
Zerafa (3-for-3, HR) and James
Richey (3-for-4, 3 RBI) led Anne.
St. Alexander 26, St. John 6

Joe DeRosa (4-for-4, 3 RBI), Kevin
Woodring, Harold Hopler, Karl
Grossmann, George Balint, Steve
Spoljaric (all 3-for-3, 2 RBI or more),
Ed. Villaverde (2-for-4, HR, 3 RBI)
led St. Al. Pete Costello (3-for-3), John
DeProspero (2-for-2, HR, 4 RBI) and
Jim Sosinski (hit, 2 RBI) led St. John.
St. Nicholas 23, St. John 13

Pitcher Lewis Blau (HR, 7 RBI),
Gus Alvarez (4-for-5), Mike
Cuccurullo (3-for-5, HR, 5 RBI) and
remaining members with two hits led
Nick. John’s rookie Ray Gambino
went 3-for-4 with two triples.
St. George 10, St. Alexander 6

Most Georgies had two or three
hits each. Erik Hastrup (3-for-4, HR,
5 RBI) led George. Captain Harold
Hopler and George Balint (3-for-3,
RBI each) led Alex.
St. Joseph won forfeit over St. Kilian
St. Joseph 16, St. James 15

St. Joe’s won in the bottom of the
seventh. Bob McGuiness (4-for-4, 4
RBI) led Joseph. St. James slugger Rob
Stratton went 3-for-4 with five RBI.
St. Jude 11, St. John 6

St. Judes “Killer B’s” of Rich
Banasiak and Tony Blasi each went
3-for-4 with RBI. Pete Costello (3-
for-4, double, HR, RBI) led St. John.
St. George 11, St. Jude 7

St. Jude had six players with two or
more hits. Bruce Evans and Phil
Applebaum (3-for-4) led George.
St. Kilian 10, St. James 4

Every Kilian contributed at least
one hit and an RBI each. James Gang-
sters Steve Abrunzo and Paul Leso
each went 2-for-4 with an RBI.
St. James 17, St. Anthony 6

The James Gang had 26 hits. Rookie
Dan Shneyder went 5-for-5. Varojuan
Baboomian, Dave Rothenberg and
Kevin St. Onge (all 3-for-4 with RBI)
led Anthony.
St. Anthony 13, St. Kilian 10

Charlie Baier (3-for-3) and
Varojuan Baboomian (HR) led An-
thony. Kilian’s rookie Nam-June Joe
went 3-for-3 with an RBI.

WTA Masters Singles
Tennis Ladder Told:
The WTA Masters Singles group

had two matches this period. Mike
McGlynn kept the lead on the ladder
beating Chris Wendel in a tiebreaker
(7-2). Wendel moved up to second
place outplaying Peter Lee (8-3).

1. Mike McGlynn (6)*
2. Chris Wendel (4)*
3. Peter Lee (7)*
4. Joe Donnolo (3)
5. John Mancini
6. Janice Honymar (1)
7. Don Dohm

* active in 6th reporting period
Check the WTA website at

www.westfieldnj.com/wta for
complete details. The next reporting
period ends on August 12.

Match Results
McGlynn vs Wendel (8-7, tb 7-2)
Wendel vs Lee (8-3)

Westfield Office
185 Elm St • 908-654-7777

www.weichert.com

InsuranceClosing ServicesMortgagesReal Estate

SPLIT LEVEL

CRANFORD. This lovely & spacious 3 BR home is ideally located close to
town, train & schools. It boasts many updates & amenities, including a
remodeled FR, a new powder room, CAC, HWF. The EIK with newer
appliances opens to the Dining Room and Living Room. Additional features
include a GL laundry room, oversize garage with automatic opener, newer doors
and replacement windows. A large lot with patio, a professionally landscaped
front yard with a charming gazebo/swing, and underground sprinklers. $419,900.

Vivian

Cortese-Strano

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Move right into this meticulously maintained 3
Bedroom Colonial just blocks to train and downtown. Stylishly
renovated kitchen with stainless steel appliances, granite countertops
and vaulted ceiling. Two zone gas heat and central air conditioning,
updated electric, newer roof, new front porch and walk, new patio in
yard. Walk-up finished private attic and full basement for storage. This
home is sure to please! $469,000.

Peter

Lisciotto

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Fabulous Colonial 2 years new beautiful! Cherry hardwood
floors throughout. Brand New Kitchen with Large Granite Center Island.
Cherry cabinets and all Stainless Appliances- Sub-Zero Wolf Oven and
Bosch-dishwasher! Combination DR and Kitchen is adjacent to LR/FR
with Fireplace. 5th bedroom and Den/Library on 1st floor. Grand entrance
with chandelier. 5 Bedrooms including Large Master Bedroom suite with
Master Bath. Sliding glass door to rear patio and private yard. $949,000.

Associate of the Month

Ebtsam “Sam”

Sayed

and

Frances

Bradley

Ana DeFigueiredo
Top Lister for the Month of July

Susan

Devaney

EXPANDED CAPE

WESTFIELD. Lovely Expanded Cape in the highly rated Wilson
school district boasts an exquisite backyard with 9 lovely rooms. 4
Bedroom, 2 ½ Bath, Set on .41 acres, this jewel has loads of living
space and natural sunlight. High ceilings, spacious closets, hardwood
floors, built-ins, fireplace, skylights, sauna, steam shower, 1st fl
laundry and brand name appliances. The list goes on! This immaculate
home with its’ stunning backyard is sure to please. $864,900.

Niki

Fry

BUILDER CHET MOSCO OF MAJESTIC HOMES

MOUNTAINSIDE. Meticulous craftsmanship is captured by Builder
Chet Mosco of Majestic Homes. Recently expanded & completely renovated,
you have every modern convenience in this 5 Bedroom, 4.1 Bath home. The
beauty of natural materials is everywhere, from hardwood floors to stone
front detailing to cherry wood cabinets throughout the kitchen. Located in
The Gardens close to NYC transportation & downtown Westfield,
spaciousness is the hallmark of this Mountainside retreat. $1,250,000.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GREAT BACKUP PLAY…Westfield White right fielder Joe SanGiacomo, No.
2, backs up a rundown play and makes the tag on Union’s Sabir Alim.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A STANDUP DOUBLE…Stage House slugger Mark Nies, right, slips into second
with a standup double as Trinity’s Don Auriema makes a tag.

WTA Singles on Page 13

See Ballyhoo Sports – page 5

See Ballyhoo Sports

 page 7
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Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Standings:

Union County Super Senior
Softball League Standings:

50+ DIVISION A (July29):
TEAM W L
Roselle American Legion 21   2
Renda Roads 19   4
Liberty Lighting/Frenchy’s   9 13
Top Line Appliance   8 14

50+ DIVISION B:
TEAM W L
Contact Lens & Vision 16    6
Awnings Galore 14    8
Driftwood I/Linwood 12  10
A.J. Jersey   1 21

50+ DIVISION C:
TEAM W L
Molly Maguire’s 15    7
Driftwood Bar & Grill II 11 11
D&K Associates   4 18
Sun Tavern   3 19

Renda Roads 26, Awnings 11
Joe Massimino (2 HR), Jim Jimenez

(HR), Pat Nigro (HR) and Keith Gib-
bons (perfect offensively). Marty Marks,
Gary Pence, Dave Lavelle, Steve Toth,
John Garced, Joe DiFabio and Tom
Straniero (all multiple hits). Bruce
Crawford and Gary Cuttler (3 hits each),
Frank D’Antico (HR), Bob Lorincz, Ray
Meigs, Bob Grausam and Bobby
Rahnenfuhrer (2 hits each) led Awnings.
Molly’s 24, Linda’s II 16

Dave Drechsel (4-for-4, double, triple,
8 RBI), Vic Trindade and Bob Ghiretti
(4 hits each), and Mark McGlynn (3
hits, triple, 4 RBI) led Molly’s.
Roselle A. L. 23, Contact 13

Gene Antonucci, Bill Dugan and
Harry Streep (3 hits each), and Bob
Colaneri, John Amato and Ralph Genova
(multiple hits), and Jeff Baier and Jim
McCullough (sparkling defense) led
Roselle. Gerard McDermott, Steve
Splain and Ray Yarusi (3 hits each) led
Contact.
Sun Tavern 19, D&K 4

Pete Osborn (4 hits), and George
Gonzales and Danny Santiago (3 hits
each) led the Sun.
Top Line 27, AJ Jersey 12

Bob D’Meo (5-for-5, HR), Ron Kulik
and Lou Collins (4 hits each) led Top
Line. Winning Pitcher Tom DeRocco,
Neil Iccarino and Joe Viso had 3 hits
each.
Frenchy’s 19, Linda’s I 18

Tom MacDermant and Rick Regenthal
(both 4-for-4), Willie Jackson (2 HRs),
Tony Durham (HR) and Dave McFall
(HR) led LLG. For Linda’s, Dante Brando
(4 hits, HR), Stu Lukowiak (3 hits, HR),
and Mac Kowaleski, Joe Sarica and Jack
Helfrich (3 hits each) led Linda’s.
Molly Maguire’s 6, D&K 1

Bill Hinkle (winning pitcher), Bob
Ghiretti (double, 2 RBI), Mark McGlynn
(double), Pete Katula, Dave Drechsel,
John Anthes and Al Burton (2 hits each),
Glenn Zuhl (HR, 3 RBI), and Nick Pace
and Pat Ahern (fine defense) led Molly’s.
Frenchy’s 16, AJ Jersey 0

Pitcher Bernie Burkhardt (4-hitter),
Tom MacDermant (3-for-3), Willie Jack-
son and Harry Semple (both 3-for-4) led
Frenchy’s.
Top Line 7, Awnings 6

Pitcher John Rachko (good defense),
Ron Kulik, Greg Harnett and Joe Viso (3
hits each), Dave Ball (wining RBI single
in 8th) led Top Line. Neil Granstrand and
Mike Kovach (each 4-for-4), Angelo
Melillo (3 hits, double) and Bob Lorincz
(triple), Ray Meigs (double) and Frank
D’Antico with two hits each led Awnings.
Linda’s II 15, Sun Tavern 9

Ed McColgan (3-for-3) led the Tavern.
Roselle A. L. 12, Linda’s I 0

Pitcher Harry Streep (3 hits), Ed
Kushner (4 hits), and Ed Mitjans, Al
Genova, Dennis Valvano, Gene
Antonucci and Jeff Baier (multiple hits
each) led Roselle.
Contact 13, Renda Roads 12

George Merlo (key triple) and Rick
Wolf (winning RBI single) led the
Lensmen. Dave Lavelle and Steve Barba
(3 hits each) led Renda.
Renda Roads 9, Roselle 7

Joe Massimino (3 hits, 3-run HR),
Gary Pence, Joe DiFabio, John Garced,
Tom Straniero, Pat Nigro and Keith
Gibbons (all multiple hits, RBI) led
Renda. Ed Kushner (3 hits), and John
Amato (2 hits, HR), and Jeff Baier and
Jim McCullough (multiple hits), and Ed
Mitjans (2 RBI) led Roselle.
Awnings 18, Sun Tavern 9

Bob Lorincz (double) and Brian
Granstrand (both 4-for-4), Neil
Granstrand (double, triple, 6 RBI) and
Mike Kovach (both 3 hits), and Gary
Cuttler (triple), Bruce Crawford
(double), Tom Breen and Ray Meigs (2
hits each) led Awnings. Anthony
Abbaleo (4-for-4), and Joe Hrubash and
Danny Santiago (3 hits each) led Sun.
Frenchy’s 16, Top Line 14

Don Miller (3-for-3, HR), and Willie
Jackson (3-for-4, HR) led LLG.
Contact Lens 16, D&K 0

Jerry Archibald (3 hits), and homers
by Carmen Mosier and George Merlo
led Contact.
Linda’s I 14, Molly’s 13

Linda’s plated two in the 10th. Joe
Sarica and Joe Menza (4 hits each), and
Joe Sydlo, Jack Helfrich, Steve Lerner
and Tom Siano (3 hits apiece) led
Linda’s. Pat Ahern (4-for-4, 5 RBI),
Glenn Zuhl (4 hits, 3 doubles, 3 RBI)
and Bob Ghiretti (3 hits, double, 2 RBI)
led Molly’s.
Renda Roads 10, Frenchy’s 8

Marty Marks and Larry Cuzzi (per-
fect offensively, HR each), and Tom
Straniero and Steve Barba (perfect also)
led the Road Gang. Pete Chemidlin (2-
for-2, double, triple), Willie Jackson (2-
for-3, double, triple) and Steve Pietrucha
(2-for-2) led LLG.
AJ Jersey 21, Sun Tavern 6

Mark Marotta (4 hits, HR, triple, 7
RBI), Greg Hobson and Paul Sherman
(4 hits each), and Dondi Chambliss
(triple, 3 RBI) led AJ’s first win. Mike
Garcia had 3 hits for Sun Tavern
Awnings Galore 11, D&K 7

Tom Breen, Neil Granstrand (double)
and Bob Lorincz (3 hits each), and John
Campanella (HR, double), Angelo
Melillo (double), Brian Granstrand and
Bob Grausam (2 hits each) led Awnings.
Linda’s I 10, Linda’s II 9

Stu Lukowiak (4 hits, winning RBI,
double play), Mac Kowaleski and Jim
Sydlo (3 hits apiece), Joe Menza and
Joe Sarica (2 hits each), Jack Helfrich
(HR) and Jim Sydlo (HR) led Linda’s I.
Contact 22, Molly Maguire’s 7

Jerry Archibald and Bill Boyle (3 hits
each), Bill Kearns (HR) and Kerry Gelb
(HR) led Contact. Bob Ghiretti (3-for-
3), Dave Drechsel (HR, double, 3 RBI),
Bill Hinkle (triple, 2 RBI) and Vic
Trindade (2 hits) led Molly’s.
Roselle A. L. 19, Top Line 0

Pitcher Harry Streep, Gene Antonucci
(2-run HR, outstanding defense), and
Al Genova, Ed Mitjans, Pat Mooney,
Bob Colaneri and Jeff Baier (all mul-
tiple hits) led Roselle.

SUPER SENIOR A DIVISION July 29:
TEAM W L
Kilkenny House 11   3
Awnings Galore 12   4
Creative Industries I   9   5

SUPER SENIOR B DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Creative Too   8   7
The Office   6   9
Nicolina Pizza   6 11
Associated Auto Parts   2 15

Creative II 18, Associated 2
Creative Too scored 13 in the first
three innings. Marv Scherb (3 hits,
double, 2 RBI), Charlie Lehman (3
hits, double, 2 RBI) Bob Berger (3
hits, triple, RBI) and Art Kopacz (3
hits, 4 RBI) led Creative. Phil Fink (2
hits). Joe Lauer and John Tomaine
(RBI each) led Associated.
Kilkenny 13, The Office 5
Kilkenny scored six in the bottom of
the fifth. Al Feigenbaum (3 hits) and
Johnny McLaughlin (HR, 5 RBI) led
Kilkenny. Chip Weiss (3-for-3), and

Gary Schaller, Joe Mitarotonda, Ken
Dunbar and Bob Matten (2 hits each)
led The Office.
Nicolina Pizza 6, Creative 4
Nicolina scored six in the first and
received stellar defense from Ed
Kuchner. Steve Ferro (3 hits) and
Geoff Polston (2 hits) led Creative.
Larry Berra pitched well after the
first inning.
Kilkenny 15, Creative 10
George Manos (bases-loaded triple),
Ron Kulik (4 hits), Don Montefusco
and Rich Kovach (3 hits each), and
Bob D’Meo (HR) led Kilkenny. Den-
nis Watson (3 hits), Geoff Polston (2
hits) and Bill Dougherty (2 hits) led
Creative.
Nicolina 12, Creative Too 10

Nicolina’s ceded 10 runs in the first
three innings. Creative hit into double
plays in the fourth and fifth innings.
Creators Marv Scherb, Ron Virgilio
and Bob Berger each had three hits.
Awnings II 15, Associated 0

Tom Pasko pitched the shutout,
supported by three hits from Oscar
Harrison and two by Carlo Melia.

U14 Metuchen Rovers Win
Presidents Cup National Title

The Metuchen Rovers, featuring
eight Scotch Plains-Fanwood boys
won the U14 U.S. Youth Soccer As-
sociation “Presidents Cup” National
Championship in Sacramento, Calif.

The Rovers’ journey began this
past November as they captured the
N.J.Y.S.A. U14 State Cup in a last-
minute double overtime victory,
which qualified the team for the
“President’s Cup” Eastern Regionals,
played over Memorial Day weekend
in Manchester, N. H. The Rovers
went 5-0, defeating a team from
Massachusetts, 6-5, in the finals to
represent the east coast in the na-
tional championship.

In addition to the Rovers, the three
other regional finalists were from
Georgia (South), Indiana (North), and
Washington State (West). Once play

began, the Rovers took the long road
to the round-robin championship by
losing their first game, 2-1 to Indi-
ana.

The Rovers dug deep and went on
to win the balance of their games to
face a team from Georgia in the cham-
pionship game. After 70 minutes of
scoreless, regulation play, the teams
headed to overtime. Fanwood’s Jake
Longo struck in the 79th minute for
the only goal to claim the trophy for
Metuchen.

The SPF local players on the cham-
pionship team are: Noah Bernstein,
Julian Korduba, Jake Longo, Brian
McManus, Tyler O’Brien, Ari
Rosenzweig, Matt Scariati, Stav
Shadmi. The team was led to victory
by coach Jeff Josell and assistant
Mike Holim.

SUMMER VOLLEYBALL CHAMPS…The Westfield High School girls re-
cently won the Central Jersey Summer League title. Pictured, left to right, are:
kneeling; Alumna Grace Antonelli and players Olivia Manning, Megan Mondon,
Elena Scarano and Kayla Rodrigues; back row, Assistant Coach Jake Dombrowski,
Anna Labrozzi, Angela Dorry, Courtney Weisse, Nicole Boretz, Erin Fitzpatrick,
Ashley Dietz, Head Coach Beverly Torok and Alumna Jenelle Abbattista. Not
pictured: Kaylee Baez and Paige Pavleszek.

WESTFIELD SILVER BRACKET CHAMPS…The Westfield 11U baseball
team won the New Providence League bracket championship and was runner up
in Basking Ridge tournament earlier in the season. Pictured, left to right, are:
bottom row, Gavin Tanji, Nick Manganello, Nick Bencivenga, Kyle Wynne, Drew
Glassman and Felix Baur; top row, Jonathan Brennan, Alex Park, Nathan Gotz,
Sean Flynn, Anthony Iacoponi, Tim McGann, Jessie Katz, head coach Chris
Flynn and assistant coach Mike Katz behind.

Courtesy of John Mooney for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEAGUE CHAMPS…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth Baseball Association’s
12U summer travel team defeated the Westfield Shamrocks, 7-6, in eight innings
on July 27 at Vo-Tech field to win the Suburban League championship.

Probitas Verus Honos

National Presidents Cup Soccer Champs – U14 Metuchen Rovers

Marketing New Jersey Real Estate at the Highest Level SM 

prominentproperties.com  |  Office: 908.654.6666  |  436 South Avenue  |  Westfield, New Jersey 
 

10 Offices Serving Northern and Central Jersey 
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115 Holly Street, Cranford
$659,620

Welcome to this classic, charming, riverfront, century old Victorian style home

located on one of the most sought after streets in Cranford.  This rare, extensively

large corner lot property has enchanted the neighborhood with an eccentric

asymmetrical façade.   Embellished with a myriad of original decorative

elements, this home provides a feeling of individuality and personal expression.

The spacious sun drenched home boast hardwood floors all throughout along

with a classic wraparound porch, original wood pocket doors, classic butlers

pantry, high ceilings and a private dock leading into the river connected to a

large serene garden area with its very own pond.   The home provides 5

bedrooms, 2.5 baths, a balcony and plenty of storage space throughout.

606 Hory Street, Cranford
$450,000

Nice Bi-Level house that has been renovated and well kept. With

four bedrooms and two bathrooms, it features hardwood floors, a

dining area with sliding doors to the deck, a large den and a separate

office and laundry area. There is an attached, one car garage as

well as a big garden, shed and a swing set. This is not in a flood

zone and there is an easy commute from here.

704 Highland Avenue, Westfield
$1,200,000

Nestled in "The Gardens”, a highly desirable area of Westfield, New

Jersey, this elegant, eclectic and captivating Spanish mission style home

was built in the Victorian era. Original architectural details have been

lovingly maintained and preserved, including beveled glass doors, brass

fixtures, rich paneling, box beam ceilings and inlaid hardwood floors.

Many of the rooms feature original stained glass panels over the

windows. The third floor features a bonus room with a fireplace that is

currently being used as an art studio, but has many additional uses.

There are many surprises in this special home, including a "secret room"

and a generous, "hacienda" wrap-around porch.

Enchanting Charm

WF Volleyball Teams Win Summer League Title
A team comprised of Westfield High School girls volleyball players

recently took home the first place trophy in their Summer League Cham-
pionship. Approximately 25 teams from Central Jersey participated in the
Central Jersey Volleyball Summer League.

The Westfield Blue Devil girls finished in first place on July 16 in the
final rounds beating out local rivals Scotch Plains-Fanwood, Union Catho-
lic and Roselle Catholic. The team was led by Coach Beverly Torok and
Assistant Jake Dombrowski.
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RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

#1 REALTOR, Total Production - 11 Years!

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum - 2002-2009
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Gold - 1987-2001. 2009-2011.

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate

908-301-2015, Direct

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 x 169

© 2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Westfield. This Incomparable Victorian is a statement in timeless elegance situated in a premier Historic District. This majestic home
radiates wonderful architectural detail with modern conveniences. 11 rooms, 5 bedrooms, 3 full and 2 half baths. Beautiful original inlaid
parquet floors, high ceilings, expansive windows, embellished moldings, restored antique hardware and fixtures, pocket doors, and 3
working fireplaces confirm the character of a turn-of-the-century home. The enchanting wraparound porch opens to the impressive foyer,
sunny living room with floor to ceiling open bay, adjoining formal dining room and family room with tall windows, beamed ceiling and
beautiful stained glass window. The new kitchen addition, by Anthony James now includes a mud room, a new jewel box of a powder room
and delightful back porch. The large eat-in kitchen features center island with exquisite granite and breakfast bar, 9 ft. custom built
furniture quality mahogany cabinets, marble subway tile back splash with accented honey onyx frame, 60’ Wolf 6 burner, griddle, grill and
double oven stove, free standing Viking freezer and refrigerator and charming dining area with window seat.  The sunlit bedrooms include
a master suite with newer, spacious bath and walk-in closet. The third floor has guest suite with full bath, bedroom/office and 2 storage
rooms. The basement features a large wine storage room, duel recreation room, powder room and laundry. A convenient location with easy
access to town, trains and schools, Mindowaskin Park and houses of worship. The picturesque backyard and quaint “tea time” porch
highlight an already ideal place for any active family to call home.      $1,485,000.

WTA Open Singles
Tennis Ladder Results:

The sixth reporting period has come
to a close with 12 matches played and
no change to the top five. Andrew
Federbusch maintained the top seed
with a 6-1, 6-4 win over Robert
Errazo. Errazo kept the second spot
with a 6-0, 6-1 win over number three
Tuyen Diep. Blair Lehnert remained
in the fourth spot with an easy 10-1
win over Jeff Brinker.

Ren Gao rounded out the top five
with wins over Joshua Suri (6-3, 6-4)
and Francis Adriaens (6-3, 4-6, 6-4).
Suri kept the most active spot with
one match played in the period and
20 for the year. The seventh reporting
period ends on August 12. Please
report all match activity to Richard
Pardo at rspardo531@msn.com.
  1.Federbusch(7)* 16.D Loffredo(16)*
  2.Rob Errazo (8)* 17.E Bronander(5)*
  3.T Diep(19)* 18.Dave Ferio (6)*
  4.B Lehnert (11)* 19.Ravi Motwani(6)*
  5.Ren Gao (9)* 20.Chris Farella(7)*
  6.Rich Perez (3) 21.Tyler Becker (5)
  7.Rappoport(11)* 22.Mike Manders(8)
  8.Bouchouev (10)*23.Jon Jacobs(4)
  9.Aaron Keith (5) 24.Chris Wendel(6)*
10.Jos Suri (20)* 25.Tim Lough (8)*
11.F Adriaens (8)* 26.Morgan Willis(4)
12.Matt Short (5)* 27.Dan Ives (2)
13.Rich Pardo(11) 28.Mike Muroff(2)
14.Weldon Chin(4)*29.Nate Suri (1)
15.Jeff Brinker(11)*30.Mike McGlynn

31.A Stephenson
( ) cumulative matches
*Match played in current period

** Sports Additive **WCW Scholarship Luncheon
Planned for November 15

WESTFIELD - The Woman’s Club
of Westfield (WCW) is at work put-
ting together plans for a Scholarship
Luncheon to be held Thursday, No-
vember 15, from 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
at Echo Lake County Club, Spring-
field Avenue Westfield,

The club has been bestowing spring
and fall scholarships to worthy
Westfield High School seniors faith-
fully for over 60 years as it is the main
focus of our club.

In keeping with this tradition,

WCW is planning this fun and social
event earmarked to drawing together
members of our community. Those
who support this luncheon will have
a special treat provided by the
Westfield High School Jazz Band
directed by music teacher Chris Vitale.
To add to the day’s enjoyment, there
will be a raffle and a 50/50.

It is the aim of WCW to bring
together on this day educators, former
scholarship winners, their families
along with all parties interested in
promoting the higher education of
worthy Westfield High School Se-
niors. The Woman’s Club of Westfield
has always held helping these stu-
dents to follow their dreams of ut-
most importance.

For more information, call (908)
654-3946.

LUNCHEON COMMITTEE…The Woman’s Club of Westfield (WCW) is
planning a Scholarship Luncheon to be held Thursday, November 15, from 11:30
a.m. to 3 p.m. at Echo Lake County Club. Pictured, members of the Woman’s
Club of Westfield Scholarship Luncheon Committee, bottom row, left to right,
are: Clemmie Tabor, Pat D’Angelo. Top row, left to right, are: Sally Brown Jane
Walsweer, Julie Nardone and Anne Galante. Missing from the photo are Cindy
Neivert, Maryfran Annese and Anne Magnotti.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-8770-12
FILE NO. 14393-12

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
CARLOS QUISHPE; MRS.
CARLOS QUISHPE, WIFE OF
CARLOS QUISHPE;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which US BANK CUST FOR PRO CAPI-
TAL I, LLC is the plaintiff and CARLOS
QUISHPE, ET ALS; are defendants, pend-
ing in the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Chancery Division, UNION County and
bearing Docket No. F-8770-12 within thirty-
five (35) days after August 2, 2012 exclu-
sive of such date. If you fail to answer or
appear in accordance with Rule 4:4-6,
Judgment by Default may be rendered
against you for relief demanded in the
Complaint. You shall file your Answer and
Proof of Service in duplicate with the Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance
with the Rules of Civil Practice and Proce-
dure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 10-516, sold
on 12/2/2009, dated 12/8/2009, and was
recorded on 2/9/2010 in Book 12862 at
Page 628, made by MARIA GLAVAN,
Collector of Taxes of PLAINFIELD, and
State of New Jersey to US BANK CUST
FOR PRO CAPITAL I, LLC and subse-
quently assigned to plaintiff, US BANK
CUST FOR PRO CAPITAL I, LLC. This
covers real estate located in PLAINFIELD,
County of UNION, and State of New Jer-
sey, known as LOT 1 BLOCK 638 as
shown on the Tax Assessment Map and
Tax Map duplicate of PLAINFIELD. and
concerns premises commonly known as
1100-02 PUTNAM AVENUE,
PLAINFIELD, New Jersey.

YOU, CARLOS QUISHPE, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because you are the owner of a
property which is the subject of the above
entitled action.

YOU, MRS. CARLOS QUISHPE, WIFE
OF CARLOS QUISHPE, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because plaintiff has been unable to deter-
mine whether defendant CARLOS
QUISHPE is married, and if married, the
name of CARLOS QUISHPE’s spouse. If
CARLOS QUISHPE is married, the plain-
tiff joins MRS. CARLOS QUISHPE, WIFE
OF CARLOS QUISHPE as a defendant for
any possessory or marital rights you may
have.
DATED:  July 27, 2012

Jennifer M. Perez, Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 8/2/12, The Leader Fee: $74.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinances were passed
on first reading by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey on the 24th of July
2102, and that said Ordinance will be con-
sidered for final adoption at a meeting of
the said Township Council to be held in the
Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue, on
the 14th day of August 2012 at 8:00 p.m.,
at which time and place a public hearing
will be held prior to final passage of said
Ordinance and all interested persons will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning the same. Copies of said Ordi-
nances can be obtained from the Town-
ship Clerk’s Office at any time prior to final
adoption at no cost to any member of the
general public who requests same.

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-13

ORDINANCE AMENDS CHAP-
TER VII OF THE TOWNSHIP
CODE ENTITLED, “TRAFFIC”
BY REDUCING THE SPEED
LIMIT ALONG PORTIONS OF
MARTINE AVENUE.

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-14

ORDINANCE AMENDS CHAP-
TER VII OF THE TOWNSHIP
CODE ENTITLED, “TRAFFIC”
BY REDUCING THE SPEED
LIMIT ALONG PORTIONS OF
RARITAN ROAD.

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-15

ORDINANCE AMENDS CHAP-
TER VII OF THE TOWNSHIP
CODE ENTITLED, “TRAFFIC”
BY ADDING COOPER ROAD
TO THE TOWNSHIP’S AL-
PHABETICAL LIST OF MID-
BLOCK CROSSWALKS.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 8/2/12, The Times Fee: $40.80

Area Residents Receive
Degrees at Rider

LAWRENCEVILLE, N.J. – Rider
University celebrated its 147th com-
mencement with more than 1,200
undergraduate degrees and graduate
degrees awarded.

Area degree recipients include:
Kimberly Hiller of Mountainside

received a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Communication; Angel Rojas of
Cranford received a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Biology; Brittany
Shaykevich of Westfield received a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychol-
ogy, and Narihiko Watanabe of
Westfield received a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Business Administration de-
gree in Accounting.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-9646-12
FILE NO. 14665-12

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
LINDA D. SPRIGGS;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which REAL ESTATE TAX LIEN FUND II,
LLC is the plaintiff and AISHA BABALONIA,
ET ALS; are defendants, pending in the
Superior Court of New Jersey, Chancery
Division, UNION County and bearing
Docket No. F-9646-12 within thirty-five (35)
days after August 2, 2012 exclusive of
such date. If you fail to answer or appear in
accordance with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by
Default may be rendered against you for
relief demanded in the Complaint. You
shall file your Answer and Proof of Service
in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Hughes Justice Com-
plex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625,
in accordance with the Rules of Civil Prac-
tice and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue.  The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-

yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 10-299, sold
on 12/2/2009, dated 12/8/2009, and was
recorded on 2/25/2010 in Book M12869 at
Page 563, made by MARIA GLAVAN,
Collector of Taxes of PLAINFIELD, and
State of New Jersey to REAL ESTATE
TAX LIEN FUND II, LLC and subsequently
assigned to plaintiff, REAL ESTATE TAX
LIEN FUND II, LLC. This covers real estate
located in PLAINFIELD, County of UNION,
and State of New Jersey, known as LOT 15
BLOCK 425 as shown on the Tax Assess-
ment Map and Tax Map duplicate of
PLAINFIELD. and concerns premises com-
monly known as 225-27 EMERSON AV-
ENUE, PLAINFIELD, New Jersey.

YOU, LINDA D. SPRIGGS, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because on March 6, 2001, a child
support judgment was entered in the Su-
perior Court of New Jersey, Union County,
by State of Ohio and Linda D. Spriggs
against Timothy Glencamp Jr.  Said judg-
ment was entered as Judgment No. J-
040240-2001, CS82787882A. Said judg-
ment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED:  July 27, 2012

Jennifer M. Perez, Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 8/2/12, The Leader Fee: $65.28

PUBLIC NOTICE

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, August 5th • 1-4PM

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, August 5th • 1-4PM

614 Hanford Place, Westfield $499,000
What an opportunity! Northside Westfield 1920’s Colonial in prime close-to-
everything location.  Charming front porch. Large rooms with hardwood floors,
woodburning fireplace in the living room, built in corner cabinet in dining room,
updated eat in kitchen with granite counters, stainless appliances, first floor den/
office. Three bedrooms and large updated bath on the second level. Walk up attic.
Full unfinished dry basement with toilet. Large 57 x 172 property. Tons of room
for expansion . Franklin school district. This is a rare opportunity to enjoy all that
Westfield has to offer in a great neighborhood close to schools, town and train/
bus transportation.

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
 An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
International President’s Elite
NJAR Circle of Excellence 2004-2012
Direct Line: 908-917-5801
maryaliceryan@comcast.net

Maryalice Ryan, MBA, ABR, SRES, ASP
Sales Associate

957 Woodmere Drive, Westfield $1,199,000
Perched high on the hill above Gregory’s Pond and accessed via its private lane,
this beautiful Brightwood Colonial provides privacy and serenity. Professionally
decorated and thoughtfully appointed, this home has an elegant flow for gracious
entertaining in the front and easy family living in the rear. The living room with
fireplace opens to an airy sunroom with wet-bar and breezy screened-in porch
with unending views. The family room also has a wood burning fireplace and
opens to the patio and yard. The large kitchen feels like a French country home,
with its brick wall, embedded bar-b-que, honed counters, hand-painted tiles,
hanging cookware, breakfast peninsula and window seat breakfast area with room
to fit six. The laundry/mud room is off the kitchen. A guest suite with full bath
and private entry is also on the main level. The bedrooms are large with ample
cedar closets. On the second floor, there are three bedrooms plus a large, sunny
playroom with balcony (easily converted to another bedroom) and two full baths.
The master suite bath boasts floor to ceiling marble and radiant heat floors. The
basement provides a comfortable recreation room with built-in cabinetry and a
full bathroom. This is a unique home with interest and character in one of the
most sought after neighborhoods in Westfield.

AUTO FOR SALE

Ford 1990 Ranger 150 XLT
pickup, V6-179L. Only 43k(!) origi-
nal miles. Excellent condition.
Mostly garaged, many extras,
have records. Must see. Classic
tag eligible in 2-3 yrs. $3000.

Call (908) 578-0314

POLISH CLEANING LADY

Polish cleaning lady will clean your
house. Reliable, honest, trustwor-
thy. References available.

Please call (908) 425-3270

TEACHER’S AIDE

Teacher’s Aide for Kindergarten /
First Grade classroom, under a
well experienced teacher, in
private fully accredited
Westfield school. Hours are 8:30
to 12:30 for the school year
calendar. School has a lovely
family environment. Please call

(908) 334-1395

PET SITTING

Going away or for the day?
Loving, responsible pet care.

Your house or mine.
Call for details.
(908) 233-9070

TOYS, GYM EQUIPMENT

HIGH QUALITY MAPLE
HARDWOOD BLOCKS,
LINCOLN LOGS, STAIR

MASTER, WEIGHTS WITH
WEIGHT BENCH

Call for pricing (908) 233-8858

HARDMAN MINI BABY GRAND

QUALITY CHERRY WOOD
WITH BLACK LACQUER
FINISH-CLASSIC 1920’S

Appraised professionally and rated
“Excellent” for Soundboard,
Hammers, Dampers...”

Keys in “perfect” condition
Call for price (908) 233-8858

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 361-0335

DAYSI’S CLEANING SERVICES
HOUSE CLEANING

Do you need someone to clean
your house, apartment or
Condo?  We are your team!
We’re a reliable couple with
excellent references. Free
Estimates. (862) 307-3481

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

Supplement your income with your
own financial rewarding business.
We are the leading anti-aging and
nutritional supplement companies
recognized across the globe. Work
from your home - part-time.
Corporate and personal training
provided. For information call:
(908) 665-2527.

Helping Time for Seniors & Dis-
abled, Light Housekeeping,
Shopping, Doctors Appoint-
ments. Reliable, Excellent ref-
erences. (732) 855-9543

ERRANDS & MORE

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 12-10-R

AND PUBLIC HEARING

An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on July 17, 2012. Copies of this
ordinance can be obtained without cost in
the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 am to 4 pm, Monday through Friday.

This ordinance amends Section 252-
2Aof the Fanwood Borough Code to fur-
ther restrict garbage disposal within the
boundaries of Solid Waste Collection Dis-
trict No. 1.

This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on August 21, 2012.at
7:30 P.M., Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 8/2/12, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

SEALED PROPOSALS WILL BE RE-
CEIVED BY THE TOWN CLERK OF THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY,
ON TUESDAY, AUGUST 21, 2012 AT
10:00 A.M. PREVAILING TIME AT THE
MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 425 EAST
BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY FOR THE PURCHASE/DELIV-
ERY OF A 100 FOOT REAR-MOUNT
AERIAL QUINT APPARATUS WITH A
1,750 GPM PUMP AND MINIMUM 440
GALLON TANK WITH A CUSTOM CHAS-
SIS WITH SEATING FOR SIX (6)
FIREFIGHTERS. THE APPARATUS
SHALL MEET THE REQUIREMENTS OF
THE NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION AS-
SOCIATION STANDARD #1901 (2009
EDITION) IN ALL RESPECTS.

PROPOSALS SHALL BE IN WRITING
ON THE FORMS FURNISHED AND MUST
BE DELIVERED AT THE PLACE AND
BEFORE THE HOUR ABOVE MEN-
TIONED, AND MUST BE ACCOMPANIED
BY A CERTIFIED CHECK OR BID BOND
MADE PAYABLE TO THE TREASURER
OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD, IN THE
AMOUNT OF TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS
($200.00) TO INSURE EXECUTION OF
THE CONTRACT. (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-21)
EACH BID MUST ALSO BE ACCOMPA-
NIED BY A NON-COLLUSION AFFIDA-
VIT AND A STOCKHOLDER DISCLO-
SURE CERTIFICATION ON THE FORMS
INCLUDED IN AND EXPLAINED IN THE
CONTRACT DOCUMENTS.

BIDDERS ARE REQUIRED TO COM-
PLY WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF
N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 ET SEQ. AND N.J.A.C.
17:27.

ALL BIDDERS MUST SUBMIT WITH
THEIR BID A COPY OF THEIR NEW
JERSEY BUSINESS REGISTRATION
CERTIFICATE. FAILURE TO SUBMIT
PROOF OF REGISTRATION WILL DIS-
QUALIFY THE BID.

SPECIFICATIONS MAY BE SEEN OR
OBTAINED AT THE OFFICE OF THE
TOWN CLERK, TOWN HALL, 425 EAST
BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY.

THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL RESERVE
THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL
BIDS AND TO WAIVE ANY INFORMAL-
ITY, IF IN THE INTEREST OF THE TOWN,
IT IS DEEMED ADVISABLE TO DO SO.

DANIEL KELLY
FIRE CHIEF

1 T - 8/2/12, The Leader Fee: $50.49

CLASSIFIEDS

HEALTHCARE CLASSES

CNA classes start
mornings August 15th,

evenings September 25th,
CHHA, classes start

evenings September 4th.
NCLEX RN/PN REVIEW

weekdays September 10th-14th
MEDICATION AIDE classes

start September 4th.
High Success Rates

Humane Concepts Healthcare
(908) 688-8184 or (908) 265-9803
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SP-F Scholarship Foundation
Reveals Awardees For 2012

SCOTCH PLAINS – This year,
with the distribution of $135,750 in
scholarship aid to 112 students, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Scholarship
Foundation has once again fulfilled
its many, varied partnerships with
community members, community
organizations and individuals.

Community members contributed
to the Dollars for Students Campaign
used to distribute $24,000 among
high school and college students who
demonstrated both academic achieve-
ment and financial need. The high
school students are Olivia Checchio,
Rebecca Maioriello, Chloe Thomas,
Ryan McKenna, Michael Mannino,
Anthony Krajcsik, Bianca Marcazzo,
Kevin Hesson and Brett Kovacs, and
the college students are Allison
Staniec, Eliann Shadmi, Michael
Rizzo, Matthew Glassett, Matthew
Alfano, Brandon Wheeler, Ryan
Wheeler, Claire Shashaty, Timothy
Bonacum, Brendan Farrell, Andrew
Naugle and Joseph Carroll.

Several individuals and families
have entrusted funds to the
Foundation’s stewardship, and this
year the following students have ben-
efited from such partnership: Eliza-
beth Becker Memorial, Joseph
McQuoid; Joyce and Leonard
Bergman Memorial, Ramona Dun-
ning; Jeanette Britton Memorial,
Allison Begalman; George Bryan
Memorial, Neres Auguste; Dr. George
Esposito Memorial, Greg Baliko;
Karen and Joseph Franzone Memo-
rial, Sara Payne; Trina and Arthur
Harrison Memorial, Steven Garber
and Kristina Palazzolo; William and
Ruth Linge Memorial, Nicholas
Stawicki and Meghan Allen; William
McGinn Memorial, Alison Durant;
Courtney Metzger Memorial, Sara
VanBuskirk and Allison Speck; James
O’Hara Powers Memorial, Greg
Baliko and Carlie Roessle; Muriel
Ramsden Memorial, Brigid
McGovern; Dr. Terry Reigel,
Cassandra Segulin; Olga Ross Me-
morial, Kaitlin Picone and Thomas
Cristiani; Richard Schaible Memo-
rial, Christopher Burke; James
Sochan Memorial, Keira Wiggins;
Ralph Sorrentino Memorial, Sean
Cannon; Franklin Maine and Helen
McConnell Spooner, Christine
Szpond; Jeffrey Spring Memorial,
Raushan Palejwala; Perry Tyson
Memorial, Daniel McMillan; and
George Voget Memorial, Daniel Pesin
and Teresa Cannone.

Other individuals and community
organizations delegate to the
Foundation’s Screening Committee
the details of scrutinizing and deter-
mining the year’s most deserving stu-
dents who also meet their varied cri-
teria. These partners and the students
honored by their scholarships are:
Besson Family Memorial, Jonathan
Mahoney and Caitlin English; Frank
Dinizo Memorial, Kevin Hesson;
Donna Doremus Memorial, Ezra
Klein and Rosalie DePaola; Friday’s
Place, Kristen Lee; Girl Scouts,
Abigail Slaugh; Doris Kous Memo-
rial, Stephanie Beauvais; John and
Marie Losavio Memorial, Russell
Davis; Deborah Ann Mains Memo-
rial, Robert Lockatell; Mountainside
Elks Lodge 1585, Carly Grossman;
Dr. Robert V. Scalera Memorial, Rajan
Jain; Carlo Sicola Memorial, Ian
Johnston; Student Movement Against
Cancer (SMAC), Katherine Fletcher,
Allison Grimm and Delaney Reimers;
Carl Swenson Memorial, Robert
Colonna; and Johanna Wilk Memo-
rial, Ezra Klein.

The largest community organiza-
tion to partner with the Foundation is
the Rotary Club of Fanwood-Scotch
Plains, which either contributes or ad-
ministers the funds for the following
scholarships: Rotary Garbe Founda-
tion, awarded for four years to Cynthia
Timko, Madelyne Dhaliwal and Avia
Shadmi (2012), Kyle Birnbaum,
Zachary Cohen and Brie Adamczyk
(2011), Sara Canfield, Daniel Nizri,
Sophie Chou, Lauren Hirschhorn and
Caitlyn Hoynes-O’Connor (2010),
Martin Sweeney, Brittany Veeck,
Linda Timko, Steven Berger and
Charles Ringle (2009); William Mullin
Memorial, awarded for four years,
Catriona Coffey (2012) and Jillian
Leahy (2011); Ethel Perkins Memo-
rial, awarded for four years, Seth
Schlisserman (2012) and James
Sweeney (2011); David Ringle Vale-
dictorian Award, Varshini Narayanan
and Salutatorian Award, Brigid
McGovern; Robert Kraus Memorial,
Brenda Ho and Rotary Turnaround
Award, Raymond Osterman.

Lastly, every PTA in the school
district contributes at least two schol-
arships to graduates who have at-
tended their schools. In addition, the
scholarship chairperson for each PTA
serves on the Foundation’s Screen-
ing Committee. The PTA Council:
Manya Unger, Omar Amer and Jes-
sica McGovern, Dr. Carol Choye,
Nicholas Poulious and Health and
Wellness, Meghan McGrath; SPFHS
PTA: Robert Adams, Jr., Kaitlin
Majek and Dr. Terry K. Reigel,
Francis Degnan; Park Middle School
McTB: Andrew Wilson and Erin
Dempsey; Terrill Middle School John
C. Foulks, Lauren Eckert, Daniel
Pesin and Rosalie DePaola; Brunner
Elementary Dr. Albert DeSousa, Ja-
son Cepparulo and Brunner PTA,
Katherine Fletcher; J. Ackerman
Coles Elementary Carl M. Kumpf,
Elijahu Ben-Michael and Teresa
Cannone; Evergreen Elementary Dr.
Beverlee Kaminetzky Scholarship,
Elizabeth Baldwin, Kehs-Aakjer Me-
morial, Margaret O’Brien and
Chickie Giraud Memorial, Joseph
McQuoid; McGinn Elementary
Marianna Cassidy Excellence
Awards, Emma Budiansky and
Russell Davis; and School One El-
ementary James V. Cerasa, Isabel
Crystal and Erin Pierce.

For further information, contact
Foundation President Mary Ball
Cappio at (908) 889-8155 or
spfscholarshipfoundation@gmail.com.

LEGION AWARDS SCHOLARSHIP…Michael Mondon was awarded a $2,000
Education Scholarship July 11 at Martin Wallberg American Legion Post No. 3
in Westfield. Funded by the American Legion Department of New Jersey, the
award is presented to children and grandchildren of members of the American
Legion. Pictured, from left to right, are: Legionnaire Bob Mondon, Rosann
Mondon, Michael Mondon, Union County American Legion Commander Laurie
Galan and Post No. 3 Commander Jim Kane.

I SPY TALENT…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School seniors Maggie O’Brien,
Margie Diaz and Ben Ross, pictured left to right, show the mural they created at
the Fanwood Memorial Library featuring an iSpy Challenge. Fellow seniors
Marissa Visci and Brenda Ho also initiated projects benefiting the library during
the final five weeks of their high-school careers.

Fanwood Library Spotlights
SPFHS Senior Projects

FANWOOD – In May and June of
2012, five seniors from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) spent
the last five weeks of their high-
school careers executing multiple
projects at the Fanwood Memorial
Library. The library is located at North
Avenue and Tillotson Road.

The student-initiated program pro-
vides seniors an opportunity to con-
clude their educational experience
and graduation requirements by pro-
viding community service to an area
in or around Scotch Plains and/or
Fanwood. Members of the public are
invited to see their efforts firsthand
by visiting the library or learning
more online at fanwoodlibrary.org/
seniorprojects2012.

Ben Ross, Maggie O’Brien and
Margie Diaz, under the guidance of
SPFHS art teacher Jeff Gutterman,
have created a new mural in the stair-
well leading down to the Children’s
Department. Along with all of the
artwork is an iSpy Challenge geared
toward youth and parents. Individu-
als may download the challenge from
the library’s website or pick up a
copy when visiting the library.

Since the mural was a task that re-
quired more time than what just three
people could accomplish in the allotted
five weeks, Ben, Maggie and Margie,
with support from the Friends of the
Fanwood Memorial Library, agreed to
continue their work and complete the
large and complicated mural.

Marissa Visci created a
Shakespeare bibliography for the first
Fanwood Library Shakespeare Festi-
val, as well as Book Guides for “The
BFG” by Roald Dahl and “The Dream
Stealer” by Sid Fleischmann. She
will lead a book group this summer

for those in grades 4 to 6 featuring
“The BFG.” Marissa’s projects can
be downloaded from the library
website as well.

Marissa worked as a page at the
Fanwood Memorial Library for the
past three years. In 2011, she created
and taught a class she named “In-
klings” for young school children.
The children wrote and published
their own picture books. This year,
Marissa teamed up with Abbie
Slaugh, another library page, to teach
this weeklong class a second time.

She has volunteered in the past to
help create book discussion packets
for library users and has created book
group guides for “Henry and Mudge
and the Forever Sea” by Cynthia
Rylant and “Flush” by Carl Hiassen.
Marissa served as an editor-in-chief
of The Fanscotian, the SPFHS news-
paper. She will attend the University
of St. Andrews in Scotland, where
she will study English and Italian.

Brenda Ho recovered more than
160 well-loved picture books in the
library’s Children’s Department. Ac-
cording to Library Director Dan
Weiss, “thanks to Brenda, our collec-
tion is more appealing and usable
and certainly looks much brighter.”

Brenda has been a library volun-
teer for four years in the Children’s
Department and has done everything
from cuddling newborn guinea pigs
to straightening shelves. She will at-
tend Rutgers University, where she is
enrolled in a six-year pharmacology
program to earn her master’s degree
in that field.

  

POWER WASHING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Visa & Mastercard Accepted

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

In Business
Since 1986

Westfield’s ONLY
full service used car

sales and repair shop!������
Auto Sales & Repairs
196 Ross Place • Westfield

908-232-9676

www.JEFFSAUTOSALESANDREPAIRS.com

Owned & Operated
by Jeff Deets

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal
Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

Goods & Services You Need

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

PAVING & MASONRY

ASPHALT DRIVEWAYS

BRICK PATIOS

NEW STEPS

BELGIUM BLOCK

NEW STONE WALLS

SAVE $300-$600

ON ANY NEW DRIVEWAY

 732-485-0780

JD’s

residential home improvement
specialists

Call for your free design consultation
and estimate. We are fully licensed and

insured. Offering you over 30 years
of experience in the industry.

All types and sizes of jobs

Phone: (862) 216-0686

AII-America
Contractors

EFG Names Linken
Educator of the Year

GARWOOD – The Education
Foundation (EFG) of Garwood
named Heather S. Linken, (Née
Furstenburg), Educator of the Year at
its annual EFG Appreciation Dinner
held April 26 at The Westwood in
Garwood.

Heather grew up on Myrtle Avenue
in Garwood. She started her life at
Garwood Public Schools when she
was in kindergarten herself with Mrs.
Coles as her teacher. She has come full
circle as she is now the teacher of her
own kindergarten class in Garwood.

Heather eventually graduated from
eighth grade at Lincoln School in
1991 as a cheerleader, choir member,
a gifted and talented art and music
student, a softball player and the lead
in her eighth grade play under the
direction of Mrs. Modero.

Heather started her high school
career at David Brearley Regional
High School in Kenilworth, but after
the regional system dissolved and
Brearley closed, Heather graduated
in 1995 from Jonathan Dayton High
School in Springfield.

In high school, Heather continued
to pursue the same extracurricular
activities, but her favorite was always
the stage. Every summer since
Heather was 13 years old; she worked
as a camp counselor at Featherbed
Lane Day Camp in Clark. Heather
cites that job as the foundation for her
decision to pursue elementary edu-
cation as her future career.

Heather attended college at East
Stroudsburg University in Pennsyl-
vania. She declared elementary edu-
cation as a major, but she never gave
up the stage as she declared theater as
a minor and continued to perform
throughout her college years.

Heather’s first teaching job was in
Springfield as a third grade teacher
and supervisor of a theater club. She
then taught at a private preschool for
a year until she came back to Garwood
teaching second grade and directing
the eighth grade musical. Since then,
Heather has taught first grade, basic
skills, and has coached the girls’ soft-
ball team.

Almost ten years later, Heather is
now teaching kindergarten and hosts
the annual PTA variety show. She is
married to Jonathan Linken and re-
sides in Clark. Heather and her hus-
band have three children. Ross,
Sydney and Cole are Heather’s main

inspiration to be the most effective
teacher possible.

It is important to Mrs. Linken that
her students learn to see their own
potential academically as well as per-
sonally. “If school can be filled with
meaningful experiences, combined
with opportunities to feel important
and successful, students will have the
foundation they need to achieve their
goals in life. I would like to thank my
amazing support system at home and
at school. Thanks to my family and
friends along the way who have made
me who am today,” Heather said.

Heather S. Linken

duCret Accepting
Applications for Fall
PLAINFIELD – The duCret School

of Art currently is accepting full-time
and part-time applications for the fall
semester 2012.

Located at 1030 Central Avenue in
Plainfield, the school is nationally
accredited by the Accrediting Com-
mission of Career Schools and Col-
leges of Technology (ACCSC), ap-
proved by the State of New Jersey
Department of Education/Labor and
Workforce Development, and is a
member of the Private Career Schools
Association of New Jersey.

Individuals can download an ap-
plication form from the website
ducret.edu and apply by mail, or they
can call the school at (908) 757-7171
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday
through Friday, to schedule a tour
and career consultation appointment
during August. Fall Semester 2012
will begin on Thursday, August 30.

Worcester Polytech
Announces Dean’s List

WORCESTER, Mass. – The fol-
lowing local resident was among
1,286 students from Worcester Poly-
technic Institute (WPI) named to the
university’s Dean’s List for academic
excellence for the spring 2012 se-
mester.

Kyla Rodger of Westfield, is a fresh-
man majoring in biomedical engi-
neering.

The criteria for the WPI Dean’s
List differs from most other universi-
ties as WPI does not compute a grade
point average (GPA). Instead, WPI
defines the Dean’s List by the amount
of work completed at the A level in
courses and projects.

Seton Hartnett Makes
Holy Cross Dean’s List

WORCESTER, Mass. – Seton
Hartnett, daughter of Ed and Mimi
Hartnett of Westfield, has been named
to the Dean’s List at the College of
the Holy Cross for the spring 2012
semester. She also earned Patriotic
League Academic Honors as a mem-
ber of the women’s lacrosse team.

Hartnett Graduates
University of Chicago
CHICAGO, Ill. – Eamon Hartnett

of Westfield has graduated with Hon-
ors from the University of Chicago.
He is the son of Ed and Mimi Hartnett
of Westfield and a graduate of St.
Peter’s Prep, Class of 2008. He earned
a Bachelor of Arts degree in English.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com
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Senior Art Show Winners
Exhibit Work at UC Gallery

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has
announced that the first place two
dimensional artworks from the 2012
Union County Senior Art Show are
now on display at the Freeholders
Gallery, located on the sixth floor of
the Union County Administration
Building at Elizabethtown Plaza in
historic midtown Elizabeth. The gal-
lery hours are 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
weekdays. The exhibit will run
through Tuesday, August 21.

The Union County Senior Art Show
is open to artists age 60 and older
who currently live in Union County
and are either non-professional or
professional in status in various me-
diums of artwork. In September, all
the winning pieces will represent
Union County and compete further at
the New Jersey State Senior Citizens
Art Show.

The following are the non-profes-
sional artists included in the Free-
holders’ exhibit: William Daniels of
Springfield (Acrylic); Andrew E.
Sivick of Scotch Plains (Craft); Carol
Iverson of Cranford (Drawing); Carol
Norman of Union (Mixed Media and
Best in Show Non-Pro); Eileen
Bonacci of Berkeley Heights (Oil);

Marjorie Picard of Scotch Plains (Pas-
tel); Greg Cummings of Fanwood
(Photography); Peter Brogan of
Union (Print), and Nicholas Florio of
Roselle Park (Watercolor).

The following are the professional
artists included in the Freeholders’
exhibit: Rosalia Verdun of Roselle
Park (Oil); Diane A. Gallo of Summit
(Pastel); Anthony Riccio, Jr. of
Westfield (Photography and Best in
Show Pro); Linda Howe of New
Providence (Print), and John Curch
of Scotch Plains (Watercolor).

The first-place winners of the 3D
artworks are not on display at the
Freeholders Gallery, but will go on to
compete at the New Jersey State Se-
nior Citizens Art Show.

The 3D winners are: Harriet Leff of
Scotch Plains (Sculpture, Non-Pro-
fessional); Rafael Alexander Illanes
of Linden (Sculpture, Professional).

For further information and to learn
more about exhibiting at the Free-
holders Gallery, contact Teya David,
curator, at the Union County Office
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs, 633
Pearl Street, Elizabeth, N.J. 07202,
call (908) 558-2550 or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org. NJ Relay us-
ers may dial 711.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

Via the character of Bane (Tom
Hardy), director Christopher Nolan’s
The Dark Knight Rises consternates
our film-going experience with one
of the evilest villains in recent
memory, second only to Anthony
Hopkins’s Hannibal Lecter. I mean,
he ate people. Cannibalism! Sheesh!
Bane is pretty much content to just
terrorize and kill his victims.

You’ll meet him and his repulsive
ilk as you thumb through all the other
pretty pictures that, after much ado,
finally congeal during the movie’s
last third into a mighty fusion of plot,
philosophy and special effects. Until
then, like the world before it finally
formed, this is a miasma of confu-
sion, disparate elements, unsettling
darkness and foreboding.

Indeed, there is much muttering,
the dialogue often made indiscern-
ible by a mixture of mumbling and
slurred accents. Adding to the
disconcertion is the deafening roar
of Hans Zimmer’s raucous score as it
competes for our ears with the audio
assault of the accompanying F/X.
But when finally the fog lifts, this is
one heck of a superhero yarn.

Granted, there are many elements
that must be inserted into so volumi-
nous a storyboard, as well as com-
mercial considerations that pay the
rent for such an ambitious project.
Still, filmmaker Nolan, who co-wrote
and directed the meticulously com-
plex Memento (2000), has shown he
is doubtlessly capable of far better,
more concise storytelling.

Some reasonable restraint, a gen-
eral tightening and an obedience to
the less is more theory of artistic
pursuit might have gone a long way
to making this a great movie instead
of just a pretty good one. As any
decent stage director will attest, one
must go up into the cheap seats to
ascertain if everything is being com-
municated to the theater patron.

That’s assuming you don’t want
the lines muffled and aren’t looking
to heighten the overall uneasiness
quotient with a little sensory depriva-
tion. Surely a deft hand in the editing
room, where dubbing and a judi-
cious manipulation of the volume
control can do wonders, would expo-
nentially enhance “The Dark Knight
Rises’s” production values.

Said technical shortcomings enu-
merated, it behooves to note a fine
cast, especially Tom Hardy’s Bane
guy. If sheer bad could affect a movie’s
rating, this certainly would be an R
instead of just a PG-13. Happily, Chris-
tian Bale does a good job of matching
the dastard cuss’ forays into evildo-
ing, evincing a very capable, if worri-
somely reluctant, champion.

 Supporting those dipoles, Gary
Oldman is swell as Commissioner
Gordon; alluring Anne Hathaway is

exotically capricious as Selina Kyle/
Catwoman; and Joseph Gordon-
Levitt is award-worthy as Blake, a
no-doubt-about-it good cop. Provid-
ing the icing on Mrs. Haversham’s
cake, the family retainer no hero can
be without, is Michael Caine’s Alfred.

The epic tale is told through a re-
volving exposition of characters, each
ostensibly taking a turn on the script’s
psychiatrist couch, wherein tales of
abuse, misuse and all manner of base
cruelty are plaintively divulged.
Reaching a cataclysmic pitch, the
disquiet finally fulminates and mani-
fests in a politically astute mono-
graph detailing the siege of a city.

Shades of Nazi occupation during
World War II, most of Gotham is
crippled with desperation, guilt, doubt
and fear. Even the federal authorities,
blackmailed by the invaders, have
their hands tied. And just to further
obfuscate matters, the fatalistic cloud
that hangs heavy over the metropolis
makes it near impossible to tell the
good guys from the bad guys.

Meanwhile, back at Wayne Manor,
where Christian Bale’s Bruce Wayne
has essentially placed his Batman
outfit in mothballs, the title character
suffers his own siege…an emotional
funk as only a true superhero can
experience it. To rise above the per-
sonal demons that torment and at-
tempt to save the day, or not? That is
the question.

It doesn’t get much bleaker than
this. Intentional or not, director Nolan
has brought all the apocalyptic doom
and gloom of an Albrecht Dürer en-
graving to the silver screen, replete
with just about every confounding
enigma relating to human existence.
Thus the film plays on two levels: a
surface, adventure saga, and some-
thing esoterically medieval.

Only a country film critic, I’d be
interested to hear what a panel of
Harvard sociologists and theologians
might make of this profoundly curi-
ous attempt to strike the most de-
spairing of notes. What’d really be
great is if the director answered, at
least in part, his Delphic inquiry. But
alas, poor Yorick, we won’t be find-
ing out the meaning of life here.

 In the end it turns conventional,
and we merely take another dip into
the Batman legacy, getting a hint of
the future in the bargain. Well, at least
there’s a future. That’s something.
And so is this…a mainstream film
that plays like a Wagnerian opera.
Viewers seeking their fill of Sturm
und Drang will find that The Dark
Knight Rises to the occasion.

…
The Dark Knight Rises, rated PG-

13, is a Warner Bros. Pictures release
directed by Christopher Nolan and
stars Christian Bale, Anne Hathaway
and Tom Hardy. Running time: 164
minutes.

Macculloch Hall to Offer
The Winter’s Tale Sunday

AREA – Macculloch Hall His-
torical Museum will present The
Winter’s Tale, performed by The
Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey’s
Next Stage Ensemble summer tour-
ing program, this Sunday, August 5,
beginning at 4 p.m.

The first of Shakespeare’s great
mystical and mythical romances, The
Winter’s Tale transports audiences
through a fanciful and sometimes
dark 16-year journey. From the seeds
of unfounded jealousy, two king-
doms become entangled in a web of
paranoia, insinuation and mistrust.
Can a lost princess unwittingly be
the key to healing the two realms?
From the dramatic accusations in
the high court of Sicilia, to the rau-
cous and jovial Bohemian sheep-
sheering festival, to the revelatory
final scene, The Winter’s Tale cel-
ebrates the triumph of love, nobility
and all things good, and ends with a
promise of rejuvenation, redemp-
tion and hope.

One of several outreach programs
offered by The Shakespeare Theatre
of New Jersey, the Next Stage En-
semble brings live performances to
audiences of all ages throughout New
Jersey each summer, while enabling
young performers to gain valuable
experience in classical theater and
ensemble work. The Next Stage En-

semble upholds the Shakespearean
tradition of a traveling company of
actors bringing its theatrical reper-
tory into the community, by per-
forming at hospitals, retirement com-
munities, libraries, camps, schools
and community centers.

For additional information about
this performance, contact
Macculloch Hall Historical Museum
weekdays at (973) 538-2404, visit
maccullochhall.org or find the mu-
seum on Facebook. Macculloch Hall
Historical Museum is located at 45
Macculloch Avenue in Morristown.

American Rapture to Play
Free Concert at Oak Ridge

CLARK – The Union County
Summer Arts Festival concert series
will continue its 52nd summer of
music on Wednesday evening, Au-
gust 8, with a performance by Ameri-
can Rapture. The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, led

by Chairman Alexander Mirabella,
invites the public to attend this free
concert, which will begin at 7:30
p.m. in Oak Ridge Park in Clark.

American Rapture is a specialty
show band that plays a wide range
of American popular music from
the ’50s, ’60s and ’70s. Formed in
1999, the group started as an an-
nual musical theater production for
Mystic Vision Players in Linden.
After a successful 10-year run, band
leader Tony Greco transformed the
group into a touring concert band.
Currently, American Rapture fea-
tures nine vocalists backed by eight
musicians playing favorite songs.

“Bring the entire family for a fun-
filled musical evening in Oak Ridge
Park,” said Freeholder Chairman
Mirabella. “Pack a picnic basket,
bring lawn chairs or blankets to sit
on, and enjoy the sounds of summer
under the stars.”

The Union County information
van will be at the concert site with
staff on hand to answer questions
and offer information about pro-
grams and recreational activities
available to Union County residents.

The Summer Arts Festival con-
certs will continue in August on
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. The re-
maining concerts will be held at Oak
Ridge Park in Clark. Lawn chairs,
blankets and picnic baskets are en-
couraged. Refreshments and snacks
will be available from vendors.

The other free concerts in the
Union County Summer Arts Festi-
val series include:

August 15 – JoBonanno and The
Godsons, at Oak Ridge Park.

August 22 – The B Street Band
(The Original Springsteen Tribute),
at Oak Ridge Park.

For rain information, call the
Union County Department of Parks
and Community Renewal at (908)
558-4079 after 3 p.m. on the day of
the scheduled concert, or visit the
Union County website: ucnj.org.

‘MOZART’ RETURNS TO SCOTCH PLAINS…The Woodland String Quar-
tet, from left to right, Debra Biderman, Lubove Schnable, Robert Paoli and Linda
Fink, will perform its 42nd annual “Mozart and More” concert on Thursday,
August 16, beginning at 7 p.m. at the Scotch Plains Public Library. Admission will
be free. The library is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

Woodland String Quartet
To Give Mozart Concert

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Wood-
land String Quartet will perform its
42nd annual “Mozart and More”
concert on Thursday, August 16,
beginning at 7 p.m. at the Scotch
Plains Public Library.

This year’s theme will be early
music written by composers before
their 21st birthdays. In addition to a
Mozart quartet, the program will
include a work by the “Spanish
Mozart,” Juan Cristostomo Arriaga.
Other selections will be by Franz
Schubert, Felix Mendelssohn and
George Gershwin.

First violinist Debra Biderman has
been performing with the New Jer-
sey Symphony Orchestra since 1967
and is a private instructor of violin
and viola at the Biderman Academy
of Music in Edison. Ms. Biderman is
a frequent soloist and recitalist. She
serves on the board of trustees of the
JCC of Middlesex County, the Edu-
cation Outreach and Marketing com-
mittees of the New Jersey Symphony,
on a steering committee for
M.A.S.H. (mutual and self help) in
North Plainfield, and as Fundraising
vice-president for the National
Council of Jewish Women.

Cellist Linda Fink also is a pri-
vate teacher and freelance per-

former throughout the tri-state area.
She is a member of the Orchestra of
St. Peter by the Sea, the Plainfield
Symphony and the Central Jersey
Symphony.

Violist Robert Paoli is a retired
English teacher from the Wardlaw-
Hartridge School, director of the
Summit Strings, president of the
Plainfield Music Club and is a com-
poser and arranger.

Violinist Lubove Schnable, a resi-
dent of Fanwood, is the director of
the Woodland Quartet as well as
director of the Blue Hills Junior
Chamber Orchestra. Ms. Schnable
teaches privately at her home studio.
She performs with the Central Jer-
sey Symphony, the Plainfield Sym-
phony and the Summit Symphony.

All library programs are free and
open to everyone. Registration is not
required for this program and seating
will be on a first-come, first-seated
basis, commencing at 6:30 p.m.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in the
center of the township. Driving di-
rections and more information can
be found on the library’s website,
scotlib.org, or by calling (908) 322-
5007.

Castles, History, Scenic Countryside and Alleged Monster
Are Among Many Highlights of Visit to Scottish Highlands

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Looking to explore a place that’s
probably farther north on planet Earth
than you’ve ever been (unless you’ve
traveled to Juneau or Oslo or
Reykjavik or Stockholm)? A place
where it doesn’t get dark until after
11 p.m. in the summer, and then only
for a few hours? Where summertime
temperatures usually don’t top 70
degrees? Where endless rolling green
hills and meadows and countless
sheep are the norm?

Inverness, the capital of the Scot-
tish Highlands, was established some
1,500 years ago at the mouth of the
River Ness. Situated about 160 miles
north of both Edinburgh and Glasgow,
this charming little city of about
60,000 serves well as a base from
which to explore other parts of a
region filled with history, folklore
and miles and miles of forests and
mountain trails to hike.

The northernmost city in the United
Kingdom, its Old Town section re-
minded us a bit of Amsterdam with
its narrow and winding streets domi-
nated by two- and three-story build-
ings that are architecturally appeal-
ing and filled with little shops and
restaurants. Dominating the city is

Inverness Castle, which sits on a bluff
a few blocks from the railway station.
Built in 1836, the castle itself is not
open to the public, but the surround-
ing grounds are worth the quick walk
for the view of the River Ness, which
cuts its way through the city on its
way to Beauly Firth to the north.

Across from the castle sits Inverness
Cathedral, also known as the Cathe-
dral Church of St. Andrews, a 150-
year-old building that is associated
with the Scottish Episcopal Church.
And a five-minute walk down the
riverfront brings you to the gothic
Old High Church, built in the 18th
century on a site that has been used
for worship since Celtic times.

Make sure to walk the streets to get
a real feel for this very Scottish city.
After dinner on our first night – at a
wonderful pub called Johnny Foxes
where one of us sampled the tradi-
tional Scottish dish haggis and real
Scotch whisky was sampled – we
were strolling the streets and came
upon a group of 10 bagpipers –
dressed in kilts, sporrans and feather
bonnets – playing at a cross street for
an appreciative audience of a few
dozen. Be sure to find a nightspot
featuring live Scottish music, like
Hootenanny, located a block from
the river. And have some fun trying to

decipher and translate many of the
road signs that are printed in both
English and Gaelic. The name
Inverness, for example, translates as
Inbhir Nis and Inverness Castle is
Caisteal Inbhir Nis.

Nearby are two important battle
sites that are worth a visit: the 11th-
century Battle of Blàr nam Fèinne
against Norway, which took place on
The Aird southwest of Inverness, and
the 18th-century Battle of Culloden,
which took place on Culloden Moor
a few miles from the city center.

We spent a day hiking in Glen
Affric, a heavily wooded and moun-
tainous region about 30 miles south-
west of Inverness that offers hiking
trails, mountains, valleys and endless
photo opportunities. The River Affric
flows through the region and some of
the stone bridges crossing it are worth
dozens of photographs by themselves.

A word about the locals: The Scot-
tish people are friendly and chatty
and helpful. We found ourselves
stranded in the middle of nowhere in
Glen Affric when our taxi driver failed
to fetch us at day’s end. So we walked
a few miles to a village comprised of
several small buildings – and a pub,
of course, where the locals cheer-
fully pointed us to the last bus of the
day headed to Inverness, which we
caught with a minute to spare. While
we waited, an older gent stopped his
car at the bus stop and asked us if we
needed a lift. Unfortunately, he was
not headed in our direction.

Rogie Falls, about 20 miles west of
Inverness, is a series of picturesque
waterfalls where, if you’re lucky, you
can spot the salmon heading upstream
to spawn. The hiking paths around the
falls offer spectacular views of the val-
leys and the surrounding mountains,
some of which are topped by large

windmills generating wind power.
For experienced hikers and climb-

ers, there is Ben Nevis, located an
hour’s drive south of Inverness, near
Fort William. It’s the highest moun-
tain in the British Isles, at 4,409 feet
above sea level. And for dabblers in
mythical folklore, there’s nearby
Loch Ness itself, a 27-mile-long lake
that’s very deep, murky due to heavy
concentrations of peat in the soil, and
apparently holds more water than all
the lakes in the U.K. combined. And
of course it’s the alleged home to the
purported Loch Ness Monster, whose
legend spans centuries. We jokingly
asked our elderly taxi driver as we
drove alongside the loch whether he’d
ever spotted Nessie, and he replied in
some detail, and without a hint of
amusement, that several members of
his immediate family had reported
seeing it over the years.

Castlephiles will find more than
enough to satisfy them in and around
Inverness. About a third of the way
down Loch Ness is Urquhart Castle,
built in the 1300s and now mostly in
ruins, but still a stunningly beautiful
sight to behold. Cawdor Castle, dat-
ing from the mid-1400s, is 10 miles
east of Inverness and features turrets,
towers and beautiful surrounding
grounds. Dunrobin Castle, which
looks to be straight out of central
casting, is less than an hour’s drive
from Inverness.

Time is tight for everyone, and
taking days and days for a vacation
can often be impossible these days.
But visiting Inverness and the sur-
rounding environs can be done fairly
easily on a three- or four-day week-
end. It’s well worth the trip. And
here’s hoping the notoriously fickle
Scottish weather cooperates as it did
on our recent visit.

Book on Alzheimer’s
To Benefit SAGE

SUMMIT – Carrie McLeod
Howson of West Orange has written
a book, “Silently Screaming,” a jour-
nal of poetry and notes on caring for
a loved one with Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. Proceeds from the sale of this
book will benefit SAGE Eldercare’s
Spend-A-Day Adult Day Health Cen-
ter in Summit.

A private, non-profit organization,
SAGE supports the independence, well-
being and quality of life of older adults,
their families and caregivers and serves
more than 6,000 clients in Union, Essex,
Morris and Somerset Counties.

Ms. Howson turned to poetry at
age 62 as a way to express her feel-
ings about her husband’s Alzheimer’s,
and found it to be an avenue to cel-
ebrations of life. “Silently Scream-
ing” is a compilation of poetry and
notes Ms. Howson wrote as she was
caring for her husband.

“We are very grateful that Ms.
Howson has so generously chosen to
dedicate the proceeds of this book to
SAGE’s Spend-A-Day Adult Day
Health Center,” stated Dawn Knill,
Director of Development for SAGE.
“Our Spend-A-Day program often
has clients who are in various stages
of Alzheimer’s and so it is fitting that
the monies raised from this book
would help others who are caring for
loved ones with dementia.”

The book is available for purchase
for $12 at Lulu.com. Anyone with
questions or who would like to place
an order through SAGE may call
Dawn Knill at (908) 598-5503 or e-
mail her at dknill@sageeldercare.org.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PICTURESQUE…The River Ness cuts through Inverness, the capital of the
Scottish Highlands and the northernmost city in the British Isles.

Westfield Student Artist Is
Featured at Swain Galleries

WESTFIELD – The artwork of
Megan Schembre, a Westfield artist
and student of the duCret School of
Art in Plainfield, is being featured
at Swain Galleries, located at 703
Watchung Avenue in Plainfield.

An opening reception called “Se-
lected Works” from the duCret’s
annual spring show highlighted a
series of awarded pieces of varied
mediums from students of the
school. Ms. Schembre’s piece en-
titled “Laura,” which is an oil paint-
ing of a live model, won the Vincent
DiDomenico Award. Her artwork
titled “Half Nude” won third place
in the drawing category.

Ms. Schembre, who attended
Mount Holyoke College and the Flo-
rence Academy of Art in Florence,
Italy, has studied at duCret since 2005.

Also featured in the show is
Westfield artist Rae Cauley, who
placed twice in the jewelry cat-
egory and who also won the Alumni
Award with her piece entitled “The
Fountain.”

Ms. Schembre’s artwork and the
work of her peers will be on view at
Swain’s between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m.,
Tuesdays through Fridays, until Au-

gust 11. For more information on
her artwork, or for fall 2012 admis-
sion information, call duCret at
(908) 757-7171 between 9 a.m. and
4 p.m. on weekdays.

A LOOK AT ‘LAURA’…Westfield
resident Megan Schembre will be
among the featured artists at Swain
Galleries in Plainfield through Satur-
day, August 11. Pictured above is her
award-winning oil painting, entitled
“Laura.” Ms. Schembre is a student of
the duCret School of Art in Plainfield.

Fanwood Continues
Free Movie Series

FANWOOD – The 2012 Free
Summer Movie Series at LaGrande
Park in Fanwood will continue ev-
ery Tuesday evening through mid-
August. Movies begin at dusk. At-
tendees are advised to bring a blan-
ket or a beach chair.

The schedule is as follows: August
7, Dolphin Tale; August 14, Cars 2.
The rain date for all movies is the
following evening. For more infor-
mation on all summer recreation pro-
grams, call (908) 370-7092.

www.goleader.com

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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The Dark Knight Rises
…After About Two Hours

2 & ½ popcorns 
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Early American Crafters and
Artisans Wanted for Festival
MOUNTAINSIDE – Union

County is looking for artisans and
crafts people to demonstrate Early
American work and craft skills and
to sell their hand-crafted wares at
Union County’s 31st Annual Har-
vest Festival.

The event is a celebration of Early
American life featuring music,
children’s crafts, games, demon-
strations and displays, a petting zoo
and other offerings. The Harvest Fes-
tival will take place, rain or shine,
at Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter in Mountainside on Sunday, Sep-
tember 30, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The Union County Harvest Festi-
val is an event that attracts nearly

4,000 visitors each year. By partici-
pating, demonstrators and vendors
of hand-crafted goods will receive
exposure and have the opportunity
to educate others about their craft
or work skill and the Early Ameri-
can period in general. Examples of
the handicrafts and work skills be-
ing sought are: blacksmithing,
candle making, paper making,
broom making, shoe making, hat
making, jewelry making, quilting
and other colonial or Native Ameri-
can crafts or skills.

For details about how to partici-
pate, call the Union County De-
partment of Parks and Community
Renewal at (908) 527-4806.

Explore the Wilds With
UC Master Tree Stewards

UNION COUNTY – Union
County residents are invited to en-
joy a series of nature walks through
local forests this fall, guided by
experts from the Rutgers Coopera-
tive Extension. The excursions are
part of a free training course in trees
and tree care that leads to certifica-
tion as a Master Tree Steward.

No previous experience with trees
or horticulture is required. Once
certified, Master Tree Stewards par-
ticipate in community service
projects, including the Extension’s
4-H Youth Development program.

Each year, Master Tree Steward
volunteers visit fourth-grade class-
rooms throughout Union County
and help students learn about the
importance of trees and their role in
the urban environment.

Along with providing much-
needed shade in the summer, trees
can play a significant role in reduc-
ing urban dust and other airborne
pollutants, and preventing erosion.

The Tree Steward certification

sessions are held on Wednesdays
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., for 13 weeks
starting on September 5. Most of
the training consists of guided walks
in local forests including the Great
Swamp, Rutgers Helyar Woods and
the New Jersey Forestry Center.

There are no exams, and up to
three absences are permitted. In-
door sessions are located at the Ex-
tension offices in the Union County
Building in Westfield, at 300 North
Avenue, across the street from the
Westfield Diner.

The Extension also provides
training and educational kits for the
classroom visits. No teaching ex-
perience is necessary.

For an application or more infor-
mation, contact 4-H Agent James
Nichnadowicz at the Extension of-
fices, (908) 654-9854, or e-mail
nichnadowicz@ucnj.org.

The Rutgers Cooperative Exten-
sion is supported in part by the
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders.

KEY OF LIFE…“Dancing in the Key
of Life,” an exhibit by Mansa K. Mussa,
a dance photographer and artist, will
be shown beginning tonight, Thurs-
day, August 2, through Wednesday,
September 26, at the Les Malamut
Gallery, located at the Union Public
Library. An opening reception is sched-
uled for Thursday, August 9, from 6  to
8 p.m. It is free and open to the public.

NATURE’S CHILD…Ancilla Murray, a local Westfield photographer, is present-
ing an exhibit of photographs entitled “Nature’s Child” at the Westfield Memorial
Library, 550 East Broad Street. The exhibit currently is open and will run through
Saturday, September 1. Viewing times are during regular library hours. Ms.
Murray, a Westfield native, has been photographing Westfield families for 10
years. “White Dress,” above, is included in the exhibit.

SISTERS…The photograph “Sisters,” above, is included in an exhibit entitled
“Nature’s Child,”  a collection of portrait photography featuring children amid
the beauty of nature, on display at the Westfield Memorial Library now through
Saturday, September 1.

Ladies Martini,
Movie Nite Out

METUCHEN – The Forum The-
ater will host Ladies Martini and
Movie Nite Out tonight, Thursday,
August 2, at 7:30 p.m. beginning with
a screening of the classic film Breakfast
at Tiffany’s on the big screen in 35MM.

Director Blake Edwards is at his
funniest in this iconic classic, and
Audrey Hepburn absolutely lights up
the screen.

After the screening, Novita Bistro
and Lounge, 25 New Street at Pearl
Street, will offer $7 martinis for the-
ater patrons only.

The Forum Theater is located at
314 Main Street in Metuchen. For
information, call (732) 548-5600.

National Endowment For
The Arts Awards Grants

RAHWAY – The National Endow-
ment for the Arts (NEA) announced
80 Our Town grant awards totaling
$4.995 million and reaching 44 states
and the District of Columbia. Union
County Performing Arts Center is
one of the grantees and will receive
$75,000 to fund RAHWAY
ARTsPART – an 18-month initiative
to plant innovative programming that
fosters community interaction as the
guiding principle of Union County
Performing Arts Center and its new
Hamilton Stage, the City of Rahway’s
Redevelopment Agency, Arts Guild
New Jersey, LuceGroup, Rahway Arts
District and a wide array of artistic
and community partners.

Through Our Town, the NEA sup-
ports creative place-making projects
that help transform communities into
lively, beautiful and sustainable
places with the arts at their core. The
grantee projects will improve qual-
ity of life, encourage creative activ-
ity, create community identity and a
sense of place, and help revitalize
local economies. All Our Town grant
awards were made to partnerships
that consisted of a minimum of a
not-for-profit organization and a lo-
cal government entity.

RAHWAY ARTsPART is designed
to harness the opening of Hamilton
Stage and the arrival in Rahway of
seven performing arts companies to
provide innovative, exceptional ar-
tistic programming that reflects the
community; engage people of all ages,
ethnicities and abilities in the arts;
encourage direct participation in the
arts; teach students to make and ap-
preciate the arts and share their tal-
ents with the community; help grow
artists, art organizations and affiliate
companies by helping them find pay-
ing customers and additional work,
and further establish Rahway as a
vibrant arts destination.

Highlights of the RAHWAY
ARTsPART include one or more
major outdoor arts festivals along
Rahway’s new Arts Riverwalk; in-
ternational convenings in the field
of dance and beatbox; a variety of
high-end performances and social
arts activities in non-traditional com-
munity settings like restaurants, roof-
tops, civic facilities, and one of New
Jersey’s busiest train stations; and a
variety of visual arts programs
around the city provided by Arts
Guild New Jersey.

The Rahway school district is a
principal partner and will collaborate
on cross-cultural, semester-long art-
ist teacher residencies in every
Rahway public school, resulting in a
showcase of the work of student art-
ists for the community and the estab-
lishment of an inter-school jazz band
that performs with professional art-

ists for students and the public.
“Cities and towns are transformed

when you bring the arts – both liter-
ally and figuratively – into the cen-
ter of them,” NEA Chairman Rocco
Landesman said. “From Teller,
Alaska to Miami, Fla., communities
are pursuing creative place-making,
making their neighborhoods more
vibrant and robust by investing in
the performing, visual and literary
arts. I am proud to be partnering
with these 80 communities and their
respective arts, civic and elected
leaders.”

“The NEA received 317 applica-
tions for Our Town that were as-
signed to one of three application
review panels based on their project
type – arts engagement, cultural
planning and design, or non-metro
and tribal communities. With only
80 grants emerging from the 317
applications, or a success rate of 25
percent, competition was strong, a
testament to the artistic excellence
and merit of RAHWAY ARTsPART.”

“We are deeply gratified that our
long-term drive to transform Rahway
through investment in the arts, cul-
ture and creativity has now gained
sufficient traction to garner national
attention and support,” said UC PAC
Executive Director Samson
Steinman. “With the opening of our
new Hamilton Stage just two months
away, the timing could not be better.
Not only will this grant help us con-
tinue to build a more vibrant com-
munity and engage more artists, it
will also assure we can provide high-
quality artistic programs in every
Rahway public school and at
Rahway’s JFK Center.”

For more than a decade, the City
of Rahway has made the primary
thrust of its redevelopment activi-
ties the creation of an arts district
and the further development of ar-
tistic infrastructure and policy con-
ducive to providing arts spaces; at-
tracting artists and companies to
work and live in Rahway and further
establishing Rahway as an artistic des-
tination for the surrounding region.

The instrument of Rahway’s arts-
driven development policy is the
Rahway Redevelopment Agency,
which is fully operated and funded by
the City of Rahway government.
Rahway Redevelopment Agency is the
“Consortium Partner” for this NEA
Our Town initiative.

Planning and facilitation of the UC
PAC/Hamilton Stage Our Town initia-
tive has been provided by Front of
House Services of Madison, N.J., Ri-
chard T. Bryant, president.

For a complete listing of projects
recommended for Our Town grant
support, visit the NEA website at
arts.gov.

ARB Announces New
Dancer and Promotions

NEW BRUNSWICK – American
Repertory Ballet Artistic Director,
Douglas Martin, has announced a
new addition and promotions at
American Repertory Ballet (ARB)
for its 2012-2013 season.

ARB welcomes new company
dancer Cameron Auble-Branigan.
Shaye Firer has been promoted from
trainee to full company dancer for
the upcoming season, and Kelsey
McFalls has been promoted from
trainee to a company apprentice.

Born in Philadel-
phia, Pa.,  Mr.
Auble-Branigan
began his ballet un-
der William
DeGregory of the
Pennsylvania Bal-
let. He received his
pre-professional
training on schol-
arship from The

San Francisco Ballet School, The
School at Jacob’s Pillow, The
Juilliard School, The Rock School
for Dance Education, Central Penn-
sylvania Youth Ballet, Barbara
Sandonato School of Ballet, and
Metropolitan Ballet Academy.

Recently, while attending the bal-
let program at Jacob’s Pillow, he
was awarded the Jacob’s Pillow Pro-
fessional Advancement Award in
Dance. In 2010, he performed for
Vice-President Joe Biden in
Wilmington Ballet’s The Nut-
cracker. Mr. Auble-Branigan has
performed as a guest artist on the
east and west coast in numerous
ballets,  including George
Balanchine’s Valse Fantaisie, Au-
gust Bournonville’s Flower Festi-
val in Genzano, Helgi Tomasson’s
The Nutcracker, Michael Corder’s
April England and Marius Petipa’s
Bluebird pas de deux from The
Sleeping Beauty. He currently is a
university student with a major in
psychology and a concentration in
physical therapy.

Ms. Firer was
born in Cape Town,
South Africa, and
immigrated to
V a n c o u v e r ,
Canada at a young
age. She was a
member of Royal
Winnipeg Ballet
School’s Profes-

sional Division until 2010 and spent
summers at such prestigious pro-
grams as The National Ballet of
Canada, Alberta Ballet, Kaatsbaan
International Dance Centre, Hous-
ton Ballet’s Ben Stevenson Acad-
emy, Ellison Ballet and ARB’s
Princeton Ballet School.

In 2010, she joined the inaugural
class of American Repertory Bal-
let/Princeton Ballet School’s trainee
program. Since then, Ms. Firer has
performed with the company fea-
tured roles in The Nutcracker, Philip
Jerry’s Our Town, Kirk Peterson’s
Glazunov Variations ,  Gerald
Arpino’s Confetti and Matthew
Keefe’s Fantasy for Violin, Piano
and Ballet, and also performed in
Mary Barton’s Straight Up with a
Twist and Trinette Singleton’s Ca-

priccios.
In 2011, she performed the lead

role of Swanhilda in Princeton Bal-
let School’s annual spring produc-
tion of Coppélia.

Ms. McFalls be-
gan her ballet train-
ing at Dance Cen-
tre North in Syra-
cuse, N.Y. She at-
tended summer
intensives at
American Ballet
Theatre in Manhat-
tan and Alonzo
King’s LINES in

San Francisco. She was a student at
New York University for Applied
Psychology before taking a leave
of absence in 2010 to join the first
class of American Repertory Bal-
let/Princeton Ballet School’s
Trainee program.

Ms. McFalls has had the opportu-
nity to perform with the company
in: The Nutcracker as Marzipan,
Snow, Flowers and Arabian; Our
Town as Mrs. Soames; Capriccios,
and in Gala performances. She also
has performed in Princeton Ballet
School’s annual spring productions
of Coppélia in the role of Dawn and
Don Quixote in the principal role of
Kitri. Ms. McFalls is currently on
faculty with Princeton Ballet School
as a teacher for children’s classes.

Mr. Auble-Branigan, Ms. Firer
and Ms. McFalls will be joining
returning American Repertory Bal-
let dancers Euphrosyne Avery, Alice
Cao, Stephen Campanella,
Alexander Dutko, Monica
Giragosian, Samantha Gullace,
Talin Kenar, Joshua Kurtzberg,
Karen Leslie Moscato, Marc St.
Pierre, Edward Urwin and Claire
van Bever.

“The Company has developed
and coalesced at an astonishing rate
into a cohesive group of perform-
ers. At the same time, ARB’s reper-
tory has also expanded so much,
which is very exciting. I am eagerly
anticipating resident choreographer
Mary Barton’s new works and our
second Gerald Arpino work in two
years. We are also thrilled to be
bringing Patrick Corbin back to cre-
ate a second new work for ARB,
and to be bringing in Ann Marie
DeAngelo to choreograph a thrill-
ing premiere work.”

American Repertory Ballet opens
its 2012-2013 season on Friday and
Saturday, September 28 and 29, at
the brand new Hamilton Stage for
the Performing Arts at Union
County Performing Arts Center in
Rahway, where the company is  ar-
tistic affiliate for the 2012-2013
season.

The program, entitled 4 Flavors,
features Douglas Martin’s elegantly
expressive Ephemeral Possessions,
a new scene from Martin’s devel-
oping full-length ballet Romeo and
Juliet, Trinette Singleton’s furiously
athletic Capriccios, and Mary
Barton’s playfully sensual Straight
Up with a Twist.

For more information about
ARB’s season and to purchase tick-
ets, visit arballet.org.

Cameron
Auble-

Branigan

Shaye Firer

Kelsey
McFalls

ERICA…The photograph “Erica,” above, is included in an exhibit entitled
“Nature’s Child,” a collection of portrait photography by Westfield native
Ancilla Murray. It is being featured at the Westfield Memorial Library now
through Saturday, September 1.

Westfield Resident Ancilla Murray’s Photography Exhibit
At Library Captures Purity of Children and Nature

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – “Nature’s Child,”
an exhibit of the work of Westfield
portrait photographer Ancilla
Murray, will be at the Westfield
Memorial Library until the end of
September.

The photographs displayed high-
light the similarities between na-
ture and children and emphasize
the symmetry between these two
subject matters.

In this aspect her portraiture is
unique, for there are no contrasts
here, just a seamless blending, a
continuous equilibrium that is most
pleasing to the eye.

Ms. Murray captures the natural
awareness inherent in children. At
the same time, she manages to draw
out the playfulness in nature that,
while always present, sometimes
lies hidden just below its surface.

The photographer credits her fa-
ther, the late artist and writer George
R. Fritz, and her mother, Anne Fritz,
a horticulturist, for her love of na-
ture, and her desire to express it
through art.

While she was growing up in
Westfield, family vacations and
other activities usually centered on
natural interests, such as camping
and horseback riding. This intimacy
with nature led to expression
through photography.

In fact, Ms. Murray never remem-
bers a time when she did not have a
camera dangling from her shoulder.

It was the experience of mother-
hood, however, that defined her as a
photographer.

“Once [I became] a mother, the
camera became my way to capture
the amazing journey of my
child…my amazing journey as a
mother,” she explained.

Ms. Murray studied photography
at the International Center of Pho-
tography in New York City.

Although she has been photo-
graphing Westfield families for 10
years, this is her first exhibit.

“To capture the essence of a child
through a photograph is poetry with-
out words, artwork without paint, a
masterpiece of innocence and
truth,” she said.

Ms. Murray’s photographs are all
that and more.

“Erica,” one of the portraits on

exhibit, is that of a pensive-looking
girl standing against a tree.

Here it is color that draws out the
symmetry. Erica’s shimmering
green eyes complement the subtle
green swirls in the bark of the tree
against which she is leaning.

Perhaps one of the things that
makes Ms. Murray’s work so no-
table is her interaction with her sub-
jects.

“My sensibilities are towards re-
ally looking at children as I photo-
graph them,” she said. “We are out
in nature, not in a studio with in-
timidating lights.

“I talk to the children as I photo-
graph them. Therefore, their smiles
for my camera are true smiles,” she
continued.

Referring to art and nature as “in-
tertwined passions,” Ms. Murray ex-
plains her work in terms of purity.

“[Art and nature] have influenced
my portrait photography and deep-
ened my desire to capture the won-
der and magic of the world’s purest
form of humanity – children – and
the purity of nature,” she said.

Two additional photographs from
the “Nature’s Child” exhibit con-
firm Ms. Murray’s artistic mission.

The first, “The White Dress,” de-
picts a young girl in a white dress,
sitting on a stone wall.

The pattern of lace on the hem of
the dress is enhanced by the pattern
of stone on the wall, giving the
photograph an overall look remi-
niscent of Monet.

The second, “Sisterhood,” is of
two sisters, again dressed in white,
standing at the ocean’s edge in Bay
Head.

The girls, who are embracing,
are photographed from the back,
and although their faces are not
visible, the viewer knows that they
are smiling.

“When we view the image of a
child at play, exploring in nature,
we see the essence of childhood; it
is beauty among beauty,” said Ms.
Murray.

The artist recognizes the impor-
tance of giving back to the commu-
nity, and as such, has participated
in Franklin Elementary School
fundraisers, as well as the Spinal
Muscular Atrophy (SPA) Duck
Race.

The “Nature’s Child” exhibit is

open during regular library hours.
The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street in Westfield.

More information about Ancilla
Murray can be found on her website,
ancillamurrayphotography.smugmug.com.
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Zany plays, followed by the
thunder and darkness from im-
pending severe weather halted
the New Providence Green
League upper bracket champi-
onship game between the
Westfield Blue 12-year-old base-
ball team and the Springfield
Minutemen in the top of the fifth
inning at Gumbert 2 Field in
Westfield on July 26.

The remainder of the game was
played the next day, but at the
time of the postponement,
Westfield held a 6-4 lead. How-
ever, Springfield tied the game
in the fifth, but Westfield re-
gained the lead, 7-6, and held on
to claim the title.

The saving play of the game
came in the top of the sixth. With
Minuteman Anthony Serido on
second and no one out, Westfield
second baseman Hunter Hagen
snagged a line drive to definitely
prevent a run. Relief pitcher Lee
Papadopoulos managed to get
the final two outs.

“The key was saving a run that
would have tied the game. Once
again we came up with a run
when we needed it and a made a
big defensive play in the field to
help win the game,” Westfield
Head Coach Scott Faktor said.

Matt Cetlin was Westfield Blue’s
most formidable offensive threat
with a two-run double and an RBI
groundout. He also scored a run.

Jack Johnson pounded the ball
with a pair of singles, while scor-
ing once in his two plate appear-
ances. But it was Kevin Fuller (2-
for-3, run scored) who knocked
in what turned out to be the
winning RBI.

Anthony Serido provided the
Springfield Minutemen with a
two-run single and another
single. Justin Ehly went 2-for-2
with a run scored and an RBI. Jeff
Carrier boomed a double to the
fence.

Effective defense proved to be
key on the very first pitch of the
game. Ehly lofted a fading shot

over second base that looked
destined to drop in for a single,
but Westfield Blue centerfielder
Matt Feinberg sprinted forward
and snagged the ball just inches
before it hit the grass. Feinberg
followed up his catch with a side

roll, jumped to his feet and
showed umpire Al Manzi that he
had the ball in his possession.
Second baseman Miles
Brancatella followed with a fine
catch of Adam Berkowitz’s pop

fly in shallow right field. Westfield
Blue starting pitcher Ryan
Chirichella struck out the next
batter.

In the bottom of the first in-
ning, Fuller lashed a single to
leftfield, dashed to second on a
passed ball and advanced to third
on a groundout to second. Chris
O’Connor drew a walk then Cetlin
grounded to second, allowing
Fuller to score.

Carrier led off the Springfield
second inning with his double to
the fence and moved to third to
set up the first of several chaotic
plays. Danny Sobel chopped a
one-out grounder to third as
Carrier headed for home, but
Westfield third baseman
O’Connor fired to catcher Hagen,
who tagged Carrier for the out.
Raphael Isidio walked and Sobel
trotted to second. A mishandled
pickoff attempt allowed Sobel to
loop around third and score.
Chirichella fanned the next bat-
ter for the third out.

Westfield Blue broke the 1-1 tie
with two runs in the second.
Johnson jolted a single to left,
and Brancatella hobbled an in-
field single to short.
Papadopoulos lined an RBI single
to center, and Jason Glickstein
added an RBI groundout.

Springfield’s big chance came
in the third. Shane Murray
singled, Tyler Stoeckle walked
and Ehly loaded the bases with a
single. Berkowitz drew an RBI
walk, and Serido gave the Min-
utemen a 4-3 lead with his two-
run single to left. But chaos en-
sued. A wild throw over third,
prompted Berkowitz to head
home, but the leftfielder threw a
bullet to catcher Jake Obsgarten
in time to get the out. In the
meantime, Serido headed to
third, and another throw sailed

CETLIN CRACKS DOUBLE, 3 RBI; FULLER TWO HITS, RBI WINNER, HAGEN MAKES KEY GRAB

WF Blue 12s Nip Springfield For N.P. League Crown, 7-6

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Probitas Verus Honos
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STEALING THIRD BASE…Springfield Minuteman Adam Berkowitz steals third base as Westfield Blue third baseman
Chris O’Connor, No. 1, looks for the ball in the New Providence Green League Upper Bracket championship game.

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader

More photos Click “Photo Library”

12jul26-wf-b-spring
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into the outfield. Serido headed
home, but he also was gunned
down for the third out.

In the bottom of the third,
Berkowitz, the Minutemen’s
starting pitcher pulled off a neat,
by-the-book banana hook to
cover first to get the first out.
Next, Chirichella sizzled a
grounder that eluded the short-
stop. O’Connor singled to left,
and Cetlin slashed his two-run
double to right. Robbie Faktor
tapped a grounder to second,
but the second baseman over-
threw first, and Cetlin scored to
put Westfield up, 6-4. Faktor
was then thrown out attempting
to reach third.

Papadopoulos stepped to the
mound in the fourth and retired
all three batters. Westfield also
failed to score in the inning. In
the Springfield fifth, James Patinia
ripped a one-out single, and
Adam Gelo walked. Shane Murray
and Ehly each drilled an RBI single
to knot the score.

In the Westfield sixth, Feinberg
walked and stole second. Hagen
singled to left. Fuller yanked an
RBI single to right. Chirichella
singled just before the third out.

“We finished the New Provi-
dence League season, 14-1-1.
Not only did we win the upper
bracket championship, but we
also won our division. Overall

we played 28 games. Perhaps
what amazes me most is the
way we played after coming back
from our Cooperstown tourna-
ment. I heard it was going to be
tough to get the team to focus.
Not these boys! They have en-
joyed playing together as a team,
all season long. They finished
strong. They made the plays in
the field when it counted and got
the key hits when we needed
them most. Every player con-
tributed, and this season for
Westfield Blue, will be one that
we will never forget,” Coach
Faktor said.
Springfield 013 020 6
Westfield Blue 123 01x 7

Westfield Blue 12s Nip Springfield, 7-6, for Crown

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NOT QUITE IN TIME…Westfield Blue second baseman Miles Brancatella, left, gets the throw from the catcher a little
too late as Springfield’s Raphael Isidio steals second at Gumbert 2 Field.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOP PHOTO – Westfield’s Kevin Fuller takes a swat at the ball
BOTTOM PHOTO –Westfield’s Chris O’Connor tries to tag Anthony Serido
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Starting pitcher Erik Kaufman
and reliever Rich Danielovich al-
lowed just four free passes (2
walks, 2 hit batters), while com-
bining for 12 strikeouts to lead
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood 12s
baseball team to an 8-4 victory
over South Orange/Maplewood
to win the New Providence Green
League lower bracket at Vo-Tech
Field in Scotch Plains on July 28.

Kaufman tossed three innings,
allowing four runs on just three
hits, while hitting two batters
and striking out five. Danielovich
fanned seven Cougars, while al-
lowing just two singles and two
walks.

“They pitched well. That’s one
of my pet peeves, is the walks.
Normally during the season, I
will let these guys go a little bit.
If they are getting hit around a
little bit, that’s fine. They keep
working. They keep the ball down.
The walks come back to haunt
you. Erik Kaufman started the
game, pitched a great game.
Richie Danielovich did the same.
They know to get ahead of the
batters. That’s the secret,” Raider
Head Coach Neil Kaufman said.

South Orange/Maplewood start-
ing pitcher Jake Altamore and
reliever Gabe Worth also demon-
strated good control on the
mound. Altamore permitted only
two walks in four innings, while
recording six strikeouts, and
Worth did not allow a free pass.

The Raiders totaled 10 hits,
and Sam Lusk contributed two of
them, along with an RBI. Zach
Fleischman drilled a double,
scored twice and added an RBI
sacrifice fly. Ethan Johnson had a
two-run single and scored once.
Kaufman singled once and scored
twice. Tommy Drubulis and Jus-
tin Sidebottom each ripped an

RBI single. Matt Zucker doubled
and scored once. Danielovich and
Ryan Lopez (run scored) each
singled. Derek Cappadoccia
walked and scored, and Joel
Madera had two plate appear-
ances.

Max Goldstein led the Cougars
offensively with a two-run single
and a run scored, and Matt
Kritzberg looped an RBI single
and scored once. Altamore, Zach
Baugh (run scored) and Emanuel
Jackson each singled. Chris
Donny was hit-by-a-pitch and
scored.

The Cougars scored once in the
top of the first inning when lead-
off batter Kritzberg was hit-by-
a-pitch, stole second and third,
and scored on a wild pitch. The
Raiders answered in the bottom
of the inning when Fleischman
drilled a double to right field and
scored on Drubulis’ single to right.

South Orange/Maplewood took
a 4-1 lead with three runs in the
third. With Baugh and Donny on
base, Goldstein punched his two-
run single. Kritzberg added an
RBI single then Raider third
baseman Drubulis made a fine

play to end the inning.
The Raiders immediately

stormed right back to seize a 5-4
lead. With Cappadoccia, Lopez
and Kaufman on base, Fleischman
looped a fly ball behind second
base, but centerfielder Worth
made a great catch, limiting
Fleischman to an RBI sacrifice fly.
Lopez scored on a throwing error
then Kaufman came home on
Lusk’s single over first base.

Zucker doubled and scored on
Sidebottom’s single to left in the
fourth inning then Johnston made
the score 8-4 with his two-run

single in the fifth inning.
Danielovich retired three of the

four Cougars he faced in the final
inning.

“We had some base runners
early and we had a couple of
strikeouts where we left some
runners on base, but it was just
a matter of time. The last few
games, the playoffs are all about
hitting your stride right at the
end. These kids were really com-
ing together the last few games,
and they showed it,” Coach
Kaufman said.

The Cougars knocked off top-
seeded Summit and the Clark
Blue team to reach the champi-
onship game.

“They were a good team. The
last time we played them, they
had a couple of home runs. It
was a good game,” Coach
Kaufman said.

“These guys are a great team.
They played well together. They
play as a team. They are smiling.
They are happy, and they are
ready to go to the beach,” Cou-
gar Head Coach Mike Worth said.
S. Orange/Maplwd 103 000 4
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 104 12x 8

PITCHERS KAUFMAN, DANIELOVICH RULE ON MOUND, JOHNSTON, LUSK, FLEISCHMAN ON ‘O’

SPF 12s Top So. Orange, 8-4, Win N. Prov. Lower Bracket

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COLLECTING SOME INSURANCE…Matt Zucker, No. 12, slides home to score the Raiders’ fifth run in the fourth
inning against South Orange/Maplewood at Vo-Tech Field in Scotch Plains on July 28. The Raiders won, 8-4

Youth Sports Programs
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See Photos on Next Page

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader

More photos
Click “Photo Library”

12jul28-spf-s-orange
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood 12s Defeat South Orange/Maplewood, 8-4, for NP League Crown
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Quick thinking and key defen-
sive plays seemed to dictate the
outcome of the New Providence
Green League Middle Bracket
championship game between the
Union Stingers and the Westfield
White at Gumbert 1 Field in
Westfield on July 28.

The Blue Devils pulled away
from a very tightly contested
game when they manufactured
three runs in the bottom of the
fifth inning and held on to seize a
6-2 victory.

The Union Stingers won five
straight games to earn their ticket
to the championship game and
threatened several times, but the
Blue Devils’ defense rose to the
occasions to thwart any breakout
innings.

The most noticeable Westfield
defensive play came in the fifth
inning. Union had a runner on
second with one out, and Joseph
Munley (2-for-2, run scored)
ripped a low liner to right field.
Realizing he could not catch the
ball, Blue Devil Ryan Palmer dove
and smothered the ball before it
rolled for extra bases. The next
two batters drew walks, but
Westfield relief pitcher Robert
Norris stepped to the mound and
struck out to next two batters to
limit the Stingers to just one run.

“The key plays in the game, I
think there were a couple of them.
We had a runner on second. Joey
Munley was up. He hit a line drive
to right field on a bound, and the
kid (Palmer) made a diving play.
We had to hold the runner. We
could have had runs right there.
It’s a game of inches. The ball
bounced their way today, but
both teams played a good game,”

Union Head Coach Bob Munley
said.

“Throughout the season, the
team all played well. At any given
time, if we asked anyone to step
in and play a role, he stepped in
and played that role. They just
don’t quit,” Westfield Head Coach
Pat Pucciarelli said.

The Stingers’ defense also
pulled off a key play in the third
inning. Westfield had two runs in
with the bases loaded with two
outs. Tyler Hoffman (1-for-1, run
scored) smoked a shot to leftfield
that Union’s Austin Wright hauled

in for the third out.
“We had a situation out here

with Austin Wright. The kid hit
the hardest ball that was hit to-
day right down the line. That was
two runs right there,” Coach
Munley said.

Westfield catcher Hoffman
gunned down a runner attempt-
ing to steal third in the first in-
ning. Joseph SanGiacomo made
two fine catches in right field and
also made a great backup play in
the sixth inning to sting a Stinger
in the sixth inning. Union short-
stop Dylan Donohue made a fine

unassisted play in the first in-
ning.

Westfield pitchers Danny
Bracco, Matt Meusel and Norris
combined to limit Union to six
hits, while walking five and strik-
ing out seven. Justin Mazzitelli
pitched the first two innings for
Union, allowing one run on three
hits, while walking just one and
fanning one. Gus Pagano faced
one batter in the third, and
Donohue relieved for the remain-
der of the game.

Union scored once in the top
of the first when Munley walked,

stole second and scored on
Spence Nuzman’s RBI single to
right. Nuzman finished 2-for-2
with two RBI. Westfield an-
swered in the second. Hoffman
singled, moved to second on a
passed ball and scored on John
Sickles’ RBI double. Later, Sick-
les attempted to score on a
passed ball but was tagged out.
Jack Cerria also doubled in the
inning.

Westfield took advantage of
five walks to score twice in the
third inning. SanGiacomo (1-for-
1, 2 runs, RBI), Norris (2 runs),
Steven Warren, Sprung (RBI)
and Andrew Milstein all walked.
Dean Pucciarelli had an RBI in
the inning that ended abruptly
when Wright made his key catch
in leftfield.

Donohue scored in the fifth in-
ning, but Westfield extended its
lead to 6-2 in the bottom of the
inning. Bracco scored on
SanGiacomo’s RBI single to left.
Norris brought home
SanGiacomo and scored on
Warren’s grounder to third.

“The whole premise of pride
the way they play, we wanted to
get them to understand the pros
make errors, so at 12-years-old,
you are going to make errors,
but you got to let those go and
move on. As long as you play
with love of game, you will be
fine,” Coach Pucciarelli said.
Union 100 010 2
Westfield White 012 003 6

BRACCO, MEUSEL, NORRIS PREVAIL ON THE MOUND; SICKLES, CERRIA CRACK DOUBLES

Westfield White 12s Capture League Title, Top Union, 6-2

Probitas Verus Honos

Go to Next Page
for Additional Photos

******
Also Click “Photo Library”

12jul28-wf-w-union
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GREAT BACKUP PLAY…Westfield White right fielder Joe SanGiacomo, No. 2, backs up a rundown play and makes
the tag on Union’s Sabir Alim at Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield on July 27. Westfield White earned a 6-2 victory.

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader
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Westfield White 12s Stop Union, 6-2, for New Providence League Middle Bracket Crown
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains Men’s Softball
League Commissioner Ed Zazzali
recently dubbed the Stage House
as the “2,000-lb Gorilla”. He was
definitely correct as the unde-
feated, top-seeded and defending
champions Stage men flew into
an offensive rage, amassing 42
hits to stomp on fifth-seeded Trin-
ity Electric, 32-3, in the first game
of the Wednesday Night Division
semifinals at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains on July 25.

Stage House veteran Emidio
Monaco, the hero in a 17-9 victory
over rival Charlie Brown’s on July
11 by crushing a grand slam and
finishing with six RBI, decided to
defer further fame to his team-
mates in this game.

But the mix of veterans and
semi-veterans of the 15-0 Stage
House managed to share some-
what equally in the dishing out of
punishment on the stunned Elec-
tricians in what could have been
referred to as a “two-pen game”
to scorekeepers. Veteran Mark
Nies inflicted the most punish-
ment with six hits, five runs scored
and seven RBI in his six plate
appearances, which included a
three-run home run, a two-run
double and a double. Veteran Brian
Dayton found much success di-
rectly down the third baseline with
a pair of RBI singles and a double.
Jon Lehberger singled twice and
scored three times, and very vet-
eran, veteran John Palazzolo con-
tributed a single.

Todd Simo led the semi veter-
ans with five hits, including a solo
homer, five runs scored and four
RBI. Andrew Michinard pounded a
pair of singles, a double and a
triple, while scoring four runs and
added three RBI. PJ Dowling drilled
three one-run singles and an RBI
double, while scoring three times.
Tony Wargo whacked three singles

and a ground-rule double, while
scoring four runs and adding two
RBI. Scotty Savarese (RBI)
slapped four singles and scored
twice.

Not necessarily a rookie, steady
Rob Harder (2 runs scored, 2 RBI)
effortlessly lined five singles
through gaps between short and
second.

“He’s like a machine all the time,”
Palazzolo commented in the sev-
enth inning.

Mo Wright slashed two singles

and a double, scored once and
added five RBI. Also, young Ed
Zazzali, who arrived later in the
game, managed to contribute a
looping single and a run scored.

The Trinity Electricians finished
with 14 hits, and veteran John
Rubinetti, who scored once,
zapped the team’s only extra base
hit, a ground-rule double. Matt
Betau (run scored), Joe
Vanverbogart (RBI), Don Auriema
(RBI) and Frank Mastrocola added
some juice with a pair of singles

each. Tom Giannone (run scored),
Dan Clark, Don Metzger, Sean
Wessel and Westfield’s own Rob
Rowland each contributed a single.

The Stage House also settled
the Electricians with numerous
fine defensive plays. Lehberger
made several fine scoops at short-
stop, which resulted in putouts.
On the mound, Wright initiated a
second-to-first double play. He
also absorbed a hard liner. Sec-
ond baseman Simo sprinted to
mid right-centerfield to haul in a

fading fly ball, and third baseman
Dowling initiated a second-to-first
double play.

The Stage House men galloped
to an early lead with seven runs
on 10 hits in the bottom of the first
inning, which was highlighted by
Nies’ two-run double, Michinard’s
RBI triple to right-centerfield and
Wright’s two-run double to left.

“Let’s hit! All we got to do is hit,”
bellowed Betau as Trinity came to
the plate in the second.

The Electricians did manage to
plate two runs worth of current in
the second on Rubinetti’s RBI double
and Auriema’s RBI single. But the
Stage House responded convinc-
ingly with another six runs on seven
singles to seize a 13-2 lead.

“It usually takes us three to
warm up,” Mastrocola said as Trin-
ity marched to the plate in the
third.

But did he mean three innings or
three games?

While the Electricians remained
static at the plate, the Stage House
rolled with another five runs on
five hits, including Simo’s leadoff
solo blast, in the fourth.

Trinity did provide its last spark
with a run in the sixth when Betau
singled and later scored on
Vanverbogart’s bouncing single
past second, but the House men
quickly replied with three runs on
five hits.

Nies hammered his three-run
shot to highlight a six-run, six-hit
seventh then five more House-
men trampled the plate in the
eighth.

Dowling turned his second-to-
first double play in the ninth, and
Savarese turned off the Electric’s
light when he smothered a streak-
ing shot at first base.
Trinity Elec. 020 001 000 3
Stage House 760 503 65x 32

NIES RAPS HR, 6 HITS, 7 RBI; SIMO 5 HITS, HR, 4 RBI; WRIGHT 5 RBI, HARDER 5 HITS, 4 RUNS

Stage House Rage Ransacks Trinity Electric Men, 32-3

More photos – next page

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A STANDUP DOUBLE…Stage House slugger Mark Nies, right, slips into second with a standup double as Trinity’s Don
Auriema makes a tag. Nies went 6-for-6, with a three-run home run and a two-run double, and finished with seven RBI
in the Stage House’s 32-3 triumph over Trinity Electric at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on July 25.

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader

More photos
Click “Photo Library”

12jul25-st-ho-trinity
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Stage House Ransacks Trinity Electric, 32-3, in Scotch Plains League Semifinal Game 1



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-9  Thursday, August 2, 2012

goleader.com/ballyhoo

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The Cranford
Township Committee held a spe-
cial meeting Monday night to
award the contract for repairs,
renovations and alterations to
the lower portion of the munici-
pal building on Springfield Av-
enue, which was devastated by
Hurricane Irene last August. Of-
ficials also were supposed to
award a contract for clerk of the
works; however, the committee
immediately went into executive
session to discuss contractual
and personnel matters, which
lasted for over an hour.

When the meeting opened to
the public, Mayor David Robinson
said that eight bids were re-
ceived for the repairs. The lowest
responsible bidder, W.B. Snyder
Company, was awarded the con-
tract at the price of $1,870,000.

Mayor Robinson said the com-
mittee decided not to award a
contract for a clerk of the works
on the project. This is defined as
a person employed on a con-
struction site to represent the
client, in this case the Township
of Cranford, to verify that the
design brief and quality stan-
dards are complied with.

“The committee has decided
that we have enough qualified
people in Cranford who would be
willing to do the job at no cost,”
he said. The township commit-
tee has already voted to bond for
$3 million for the repairs. The
township also is expecting to re-
ceive money from the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) and also from insurance.

In other business, Cranford ac-
tivist Rita LaBrutta asked Town-
ship Attorney Philip Morin what
happened to the motion by
Cranford Development Associ-

ates (CDA) to state Superior
Court Judge Lisa F. Chrystal to
hear a motion, tommorow, Au-
gust 3, in Superior Court in Eliza-
beth challenging the New Jersey
Department of Environmental
Protection (NJDEP), which is de-
manding CDA build up Birchwood
Avenue one foot above the 100-
year flood plain in order to obtain
necessary permits from the
NJDEP. Mr. Morin said the motion
was recalled by the CDA.

“Judge Chrystal said the mat-
ter can be heard by court-ap-
pointed hearing officer Judge
Douglas Wolfson at the Birchwood
site plan hearing,” Mr. Morin said.

He said the site plan hearing
will take place in Superior Court
on Wednesday and Thursday, Au-
gust 8 and 9, at 10 a.m. at the
Union County Courthouse, 2
Broad Street, Elizabeth. Ms.
LaBrutta then asked if the judge
has responded to Cranford’s re-

quest that the hearing be held in
September in Cranford.

Mr. Morin said Judge Chrystal
said she is deferring to Elizabeth
McKenzie, the Special Master,
who thinks that Elizabeth is a
better place for the hearing and
has better security and parking.
Mr. Morin said the hearing should
be guided by land use laws.

When asked if the Cranford
Planning Board would be part of
the hearing, Mayor Robinson re-
sponded, “No, this was taken
completely out of our hands; it’s
bizarre, and keeps getting more
bizarre!”

The next township committee
workshop meeting will be on
Monday, August 13, at 7:30
p.m. A conference and official
meeting will take place on Tues-
day, August 14, also at 7:30
p.m. and at the municipal build-
ing, located at 8 Springfield Av-
enue.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough’s zon-
ing board last Wednesday heard
testimony from a traffic engi-
neer, surveyor and planning ex-
pert, as well as some comments
and testimony from residents
concerning the Westfield Area “Y”
application for a conditional use
variance to relocate its Garwood-
based childcare to Washington
School, and to add a pre-school
and a small family fitness facility.
The application will continue on
Wednesday, August 15, with fi-
nal comments from residents
before the board makes a deci-
sion.

Traffic Engineer Joseph Staigar
assessed the impact on traffic
from the area. He said there are
minimal delays at the intersec-
tions by the school and relatively
light volume of traffic on the road-
ways there during peak traffic
hours, and he also said there was
more than sufficient parking on
the street.

John Carvin of Locust Avenue
said he felt the survey of 193
parking spaces in an area of nine
square blocks was unrealistic be-
cause users of the “Y” would want
to park close to the building. He
also said parking is heavy during
Little League, soccer and field-
hockey practices held in the fields
behind the school.

“The impact to people who live
in the immediate neighborhood is
going to be more severe than
what has been predicted. When
school traffic was there…people
would park in front of driveways,”
Mr. Carvin said.

Debbie Zenneario of Third Av-
enue, whose children attended
the ‘Y’ daycare at St. Paul’s Church
on Center Street, said, “…My ex-
periences are positive. I never
had a problem dropping off or
picking up at St. Paul’s. I never
had two or three parents standing

with me. I feel, as a Garwood
resident, why would we not em-
brace a new resource? … I under-
stand seven days a week; I get
that. You’re talking about a small
wellness center. The resources
are much more positive.”

Peter Steck, planning expert for
the “Y,” said, “In my opinion, it
has all the characteristics of an
inherently beneficial use.” He said
the “Y”’s use “advances public
welfare.”

“Can the applicant demonstrate
that this can be approved without
substantial detriment to the pub-
lic good?… In my opinion, the
board can comfortably make that
conclusion. The building is suited
for institutional uses. It is vacant
and is not good for the mainte-
nance of the building. This prop-
erty cannot be used by strictly
applying the standards because
no private use is permitted. It will
be brought back to life and still
have a community function, which
I assume Garwood residents will
take advantage of…,” Mr. Steck
said.

Superintendent of Schools
Teresa Quigley read a statement
from the board of education (BOE)
supporting the application:

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
COOL...Residents in Cranford deal with the heat Friday at the municipal pool.

GARWOOD...Experts testify regard-
ing ‘Y’ variance proposal.

Garwood Hears Westfield Y’s
Variance Proposal for School

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Cranford Awards $1.9 M Contract
For Municipal Bld. Flood Repairs
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On August 8, 2012 Special Hear-
ing Officer Doug Wolfson will be
conducting hearings at the Union
County Courthouse concerning the
site plan submitted by the devel-
oper for the Birchwoood site. I will
not be attending in order to pro-
test the following:

First, I object to the consider-
ation of a site plan when the DEP
review required by the Court hasn’t
even been initiated. It is irrational
to proceed with site plan review
when DEP review is still pending.
Making the matter even worse is
the fact that the developer has
filed a motion to re-grade
(heighten) Birchwood Avenue.
This motion will not be heard until
after Mr. Wolfson’s hearing, and
consequently, site plan review will
be taking place with two open and
critical issues.

There is a right way, a logical
way, to do this review, and that is
for the DEP to first clarify and
decide what can take place at the
site, and then for the developer to
submit his plan. The Court’s deci-
sion to allow otherwise was based
on its acceptance of the

developer’s engineer that DEP ap-
proval was likely and feasible.
These assurances, however, have
turned out to be incorrect as the
problem with the Birchwood road-
way shows.

Second, I also object to the
timing of this review. Cranford
was given very little time to con-
sider this plan. Not only is it com-
plex and detailed, but the special
hearing officer directed that we
consider the site plan for 555
South Avenue at the same time.

This has also forced the town’s
professionals, and particularly its
engineer, to divert attention from
a host of other important projects
including the problems our levee
system, the Northeast Quadrant
project, the trees blocking the
river around Crane Parkway, the
Army Corps of Engineers’ study of
Cranford’s flooding problems, the
restoration of the ground floor of
the municipal building destroyed
during Hurricane Irene, an ongo-
ing problem with the infiltration of
our sewer system by storm water,
a proposed project to increase
floodwater capacity upstream on

Reporter Should Confine Quotes Only
From Those Knowing in Garwood

The article in The Westfield
Leader last week regarding
Garwood contains misleading
comments and inaccurate infor-
mation.

For starters, the sources of the
grants that Garwood has received
are not accurate — the names
are all twisted around. Also, it
says that Kathleen Villaggio was
part of the AFC (athletic field
committee) in the year 2000 —
the fact of the matter is there was
not any such committee at that
time. Mike Crincoli was mayor at
that time and introduced plans
for a possible community center.
His plan went nowhere for a year
or more, while back at the LL
field, the baseball folks were try-
ing to raise $$$ for another field/
batting cage since about 1997.
That is when it started, but not by
the mayor or council.

I was on council and served as
Buildings and Grounds Chair in
2000. Ms. Villaggio was on one of
the Board of Education’s “New
School” study committees at
about that time. Obviously the
reporter misunderstood.

Councilman Mathieu has been
quoted by the reporter using last
year’s department wish list as
though it is gospel for the here
and now — truth be told the
Finance Chair, Councilwoman
Todisco, told the reporter that
the committee was not at liberty
to discuss specific numbers or
items right now as decisions have
not been made and they, the
committee, are not yet making a
recommendation to the council.

And, it is noteworthy to point
out that the sidewalk-repair pro-
gram mentioned by Councilman
Mathieu has already been taken
care of a few months back, fi-
nanced and done. He knows this.
This is one example of the inac-

curate information the reporter
received.

The article gives the impression
that all of these items are prob-
ably on the agenda for this year,
especially naming the council-
man as the source. This kind of
reporting creates an unfair per-
ception for the public.

Mr. Mathieu is not on the Fi-
nance Committee, nor the Police
Contract Committee, nor the Ath-
letic Field Committee so he is not
informed enough to speak offi-
cially for the council on the cur-
rent status/details of these situ-
ations.

The reporter would do well to
confine the remarks she quotes
on sensitive issues to those com-
mittee chairs, the borough ad-
ministrator or myself for true and
accurate information.

Patricia Quattrocchi, Mayor
Borough of Garwood

Letters to the Editor
the Rahway River, a time sensi-
tive redesign of the North Avenue
train/bus station, a DEP required
remediation project, and the el-
evation of homes near the River
as part of a FEMA program.

I further object to the site of the
hearings. It would be one thing if
a good reason bad been given for
forcing our professionals and resi-
dents to go to Elizabeth. If one
has been given, I have not been
made aware of it. Nor has any
reason been given for the hasty
review of both the Birchwood and
555 South Avenue projects.

Third, these hearings are to re-
view the details of the develop-
ment. These details only clarify
and confirm the overriding fact
about this situation, namely, that
the Birchwood site is singularly ill
equipped to serve as a high-den-
sity residential zone.

The Court’s decision in this mat-
ter essentially limited the envi-
ronmental review to the DEP regu-
lations as they applied to the site,
rather than to the overall impact
of the site on a municipality with
existing and massive flooding
problems. As for public safety
there was virtually no realistic
consideration of this essential fac-
tor.

However, the Special Hearing
Officer does not have the ability to
reconsider the use of this site for
high-density use because of ei-
ther the environmental hazards
or the public safety problems.
Instead his hearings will be lim-
ited to fine tuning some of its
details; and in the process, pro-
viding this matter a superficial
gloss of legitimacy that it no way
deserves.

This is too sensitive an area,
with too many problems, for this
kind of treatment.

Kevin Campbell
Cranford

Why Is Hearing Being Conducted On Birchwood Before
Department of Environmental Protection Review?

“…The five-year lease agreement
allows the BOE to retain owner-
ship in the event of future enroll-
ment increases, with the ability to
generate revenue.

“Additionally, the ‘Y’ will provide
the community with enhanced
childcare and recreational oppor-
tunities, not only for the youth of
the community, but for our se-
niors as well…

“We don’t want the site to be-
come run down and unsightly,
thereby deteriorating the value of
the surrounding homes, but a
vacant building poses many chal-
lenges…,” Ms. Quigley said.

Resident Kerry Malone of Beech
Avenue said, “It isn’t the usage
we are upset about. What is both-

ering us is the weekend, the nights
until 9 p.m. There are no days off.
Parking and safety is an issue.”

Surveyor James Watson also
showed plans for the signage and
its lighting, as well as for the new
playground.

The 35-foot by 35-foot play-
ground area would be located in
front of the school, near Beech
Street. The location was moved
from the last meeting because
the “Y” did not want to block the
front windows. The playground
would be a single structure with a
double swirl slide, a single slide, a
conical climber, steps and chimes.

There were plans for two, LED
lighted signs. One freestanding
sign, measuring 36.75 inches wide

by 43.5 inches high, would be
lighted from the top, shining down-
ward. The PVC vinyl sign would be
84 inches from the sidewalk and
adjacent to the front walk. The
second sign would be a wall sign
with a gooseneck angle light, wall
mounted in the rear of the build-
ing near Beech Street.

Mr. Watson also discussed the
floor plan. The four classrooms
have a maximum occupancy of
20, 25, 25 and 20 people in each
of the classrooms. He also said
the “Y” plans to remove a couple
of walls on the first floor in order
to have a fitness area. The total
occupation of the building is 561
people, based on building codes,
he said.

Another Letter – Page 11

Garwood Hears WF Y’s Varience Proposal for School
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EFG Names Linken
Educator of the Year

GARWOOD – The Education
Foundation (EFG) of Garwood
named Heather S. Linken, (Née
Furstenburg), Educator of the
Year at its annual EFG Apprecia-
tion Dinner held April 26 at The
Westwood in Garwood.

Heather grew up on Myrtle Av-
enue in Garwood. She started her
life at Garwood Public Schools when
she was in kindergarten herself
with Mrs. Coles as her teacher.
She has come full circle as she is
now the teacher of her own kinder-
garten class in Garwood.

Heather eventually graduated
from eighth grade at Lincoln
School in 1991 as a cheerleader,
choir member, a gifted and tal-
ented art and music student, a
softball player and the lead in her
eighth grade play under the di-
rection of Mrs. Modero.

Heather started her high school
career at David Brearley Regional
High School in Kenilworth, but
after the regional system dis-
solved and Brearley closed,
Heather graduated in 1995 from
Jonathan Dayton High School in
Springfield.

In high school, Heather contin-
ued to pursue the same extracur-
ricular activities, but her favorite
was always the stage. Every sum-
mer since Heather was 13 years
old; she worked as a camp coun-
selor at Featherbed Lane Day
Camp in Clark. Heather cites that
job as the foundation for her
decision to pursue elementary
education as her future career.

Heather attended college at East

Stroudsburg University in Penn-
sylvania. She declared elemen-
tary education as a major, but
she never gave up the stage as
she declared theater as a minor
and continued to perform
throughout her college years.

Heather’s first teaching job was
in Springfield as a third grade
teacher and supervisor of a the-
ater club. She then taught at a
private preschool for a year until
she came back to Garwood teach-
ing second grade and directing
the eighth grade musical. Since
then, Heather has taught first
grade, basic skills, and has
coached the girls’ softball team.

Almost ten years later, Heather
is now teaching kindergarten and
hosts the annual PTA variety
show. She is married to Jonathan
Linken and resides in Clark.
Heather and her husband have
three children. Ross, Sydney and
Cole are Heather’s main inspira-
tion to be the most effective
teacher possible.

It is important to Mrs. Linken
that her students learn to see
their own potential academically
as well as personally. “If school
can be filled with meaningful ex-
periences, combined with oppor-
tunities to feel important and
successful, students will have the
foundation they need to achieve
their goals in life. I would like to
thank my amazing support sys-
tem at home and at school.
Thanks to my family and friends
along the way who have made
me who am today,” Heather said.

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Democratic Committee has an-
nounced that William Nierstedt
and Ann Palmer are their Demo-
cratic candidates for council in
2012. Ms. Palmer will take the
place of Michael Wilson who
stepped down after the Primary
Election for personal reasons.

“Bill and Ann have a positive
vision for the future of Garwood
because they combine a fresh
perspective with their knowledge
of the town. They will be open,
and honest, and will work with
residents and fellow council mem-
bers on any issue that is of con-
cern. They believe in fiscal re-
sponsibility while enhancing and
maintaining the current level of
services for Garwood,” accord-
ing to a press release from the
Garwood Democrats.

“The candidates understand
how important it is to keep the
lines of communication open with
residents, and will really listen
to concerns, and work to find
solutions. Bill and Ann pledge to
work as a team with all agen-
cies, departments, and commit-
tees to evaluate and improve
the services within Garwood.
They want to bring stability and
professionalism back to
Garwood’s government.

As Garwood pursues new de-
velopment projects, the candi-
dates said they want to maintain
Garwood’s small town charm.
They said their objectivity is
needed to balance development
with the small town atmosphere
while increasing Garwood’s rat-
able tax base, which they said
would benefit all of the resi-
dents.

“Bill and Ann are not only look-
ing to the future, but are focused
on current issues facing Garwood.
Their motto of ‘Accomplished Past
– Prepared for the Future’ is more
than just a motto; it is their
promise to residents that they
will do their best to promote and
follow through with progress in

Garwood,” according to the
Garwood Democrats.

Mr. Nierstedt served on the
planning board, board of educa-
tion, and the Education Founda-
tion of Garwood and Ms. Palmer

North Union Avenue and Spring-
field Avenue.  The free nation-
wide event is designed to pro-
mote crime prevention aware-
ness.  It also allows the public to
interact with members of the
police department and obtain in-
formation about the department's
many programs.

There will be displays of police
vehicles, including a police car,
zodiac boat, motorcycle, and
emergency service unit.  A DJ,
face painter, and magician will be
on hand to entertain.  Robert
Wood Johnson Hospital and the
Westfield Area “Y” will be hand-
ing out literature and giveaways.
The Cranford Taekwondo Center
will be putting on a free demon-
stration.  For the fourth year in a
row, a blood drive will also be
held.  This year the drive is being
held to celebrate all that’s great
about Cranford since the devas-
tation left by Hurricane Irene.
Members of the Cranford PBA No.
52 will be on hand to give out free
Italian ices to all in attendance.

In Springfield, the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders,  De-
partment of Parks & Community
Renewal and its partners in law
enforcement and emergency man-
agement will mark  National Night
Out  at Meisel Park in Springfield.

The evening begins at 6 p.m.
with National Night Out activi-
ties, featuring local first respond-
ers and their emergency vehicles,
plus live demonstrations by Union
County Police, S.W.A.T., Bomb
Squad officers and other public
safety personnel. There also will
be free refreshments and other
activities, including children’s fin-
gerprinting; live music at 8 p.m.
by a young local band, The
Grickenz; and a showing of the
concert film, “Justin Bieber: Never
Say Never.”

Fanwood’s National Night Out
will  be held between 7 and 8:30
p.m. at LaGrande Park. There will
be free food, games, prizes and a
movie, Dolphin Tale, in the Park
starting at dusk.

Cr Sets ‘National Night Out’
CRANFORD – The Cranford Po-

lice Department will be partici-
pating in the 29th Annual Na-
tional Night Out this Tuesday,
August 7, from 6 to 9 p.m. near
the Gazebo at the intersection of

served on the board of education
for seven years, two years as
president, and is a former mem-
ber of the Garwood PTA and the
Education Foundation of
Garwood.

Gwd Dems Announce 2012 Campaign Goals

GW Dem Candidates
Contend Photo Caption
We are extremely disappointed

with the July 26 Westfield Leader
caption which distorted the most
recent Garwood Borough Council
meeting discussion on the
Garwood Athletic Field Complex.
The editor wrote about residents
who ‘packed’ the meeting ‘to ex-
press their disapproval’ of the
project bond. The caption states
“They argued against undertak-
ing more debt and that the project
only benefits a few… ‘Neverthe-
less’… the editor wrote, ‘the Coun-
cil… voted to proceed.’ A reader
would be led to believe that every
person in the picture was against
the project. Contrary to the editor’s
words, however, I wish to report
to him that there was a sizable
resident contingent present who
support the project and the
Council’s vote. In fact, the speaker
in the picture – Mr. John Conlin –
was speaking in favor of the com-
plex, and there were many other
residents present who also spoke
in favor of it. We are strong sup-
porters of the “Fourth Estate” and
look forward to a positive rela-
tionship during our campaign. We
believe, however, that The
Westfield Leader editor owes the
Garwood residents who support
the Garwood Athletic Field Com-
plex an apology, or at least more
truthfulness in reporting in the
future.

Bill Nierstedt
Ann Palmer

DEM Candidates
For Garwood Council

A Letter to the Editor


