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Letters to
the Editor

Fencing Off Walkway to Parking Lot Is
Inconvenience to Quimby Businesses

Reporter Should Confine Quotes Only
From Those Knowing in Garwood

Tiptoeing Treacherously Around
The First Amendment

Mr. Obama’s ‘You Didn’t Build That’ Unmaskes His
True Ideology, Far to The Left of Packaged Moderate

Editor’s Note: The following letter
was sent to Westfield Town Clerk
Claire Gray and copied to Mayor
Andrew Skibitsky, the Town Council,
Quimby Street businesses and sent to
The Westfield Leader.

******
I am a principal in the Brick Oven

restaurant on Quimby Street. The res-
taurant has been operating at this
location for over 20 years.

During this time we and our clien-
tele, along with other businesses, have
had the convenient use of the munici-
pal parking lot that is bounded by
Central Avenue, Lenox Avenue, and
North Avenue. Access to this lot, to
and from Quimby Street, for those
using this parking facility has been
through a walkway easement between
our building and The Liquor Basket
at 115 Quimby Street. This walkway
easement is shared legally with other
adjoining establishments on Quimby
Street.

The accessibility to this lot for all
the merchants and businesses on
Quimby Street has been available for
more than 30 years without a prob-
lem. (Or more, since the parking fa-
cility was built).

As your records will confirm, the
building at 140 Central Avenue is
now occupied by Morgan Stanley.
This location previously housed a
movie theater when the parking lot
was first constructed. The tenant,
Morgan Stanley, has, recently, per-
manently fenced in their rear parking
lot thereby preventing pedestrian traf-
fic through the easement walkway to
and from the municipal parking lot
leading to Quimby Street.

Needless to say this has caused an
enormous inconvenience to the busi-
nesses on Quimby Street and to the
public wishing to patronize those es-
tablishments. I would therefore for-
mally request copies of all records;
ordinances, resolutions and financ-
ing sources directly related to the
purpose and construction of this
municipal parking facility from in-

ception to date. Please let me know of
any costs associated in obtaining this
information and records.

With the weak economy that we
are experiencing and the obvious criti-
cal availability of parking in town
this action blocking the use of the
municipal parking lot has caused an
economic hardship on all of us.

We as businesses are at a loss to
understand how accessibility to this
lot from Quimby Street could be cut-
off, unilaterally, by one establish-
ment, Morgan Stanley, to the public
and merchant taxpayers that have
enjoyed this parking facility for so
many years. This walkway casement
has been available to all users long
before Morgan Stanley moved into
their location on Central Avenue. It is
also my understanding that the mu-
nicipality, at one time, was consider-
ing paving this easement walkway
for more comfortable access to and
from Quimby Street. I would think
that this access easement, because of
the many years it has been available
and recognized by the town, could be
considered an easement in perpetu-
ity.

I would also like to request copies
of any permits issued to the landlord
or Morgan Stanley that allowed the
permanent fencing to be installed
cutting off access to those who work
or patronize businesses on Quimby
Street. Morgan Stanley has every right
to enforce parking restrictions in their
private lot. However, I question
whether they have the right to block
a legal pedestrian casement walkway
to and from a municipal facility that
was developed to help all citizens and
taxpayers.

Should you have any questions
concerning this matter and request,
please do not hesitate to contact me at
the Brick Oven at (908) 317-9500.

Your attention at your earliest con-
venience would be appreciated.

Aurelio Cardoso
The Brick Oven of Westfield

The article in The Westfield Leader
last week regarding Garwood con-
tains misleading comments and inac-
curate information.

For starters, the sources of the grants
that Garwood has received are not
accurate — the names are all twisted
around. Also, it says that Kathleen
Villaggio was part of the AFC (ath-
letic field committee) in the year 2000
— the fact of the matter is there was
not any such committee at that time.
Mike Crincoli was mayor at that time
and introduced plans for a possible
community center. His plan went
nowhere for a year or more, while
back at the LL field, the baseball
folks were trying to raise $$$ for
another field/batting cage since about
1997. That is when it started, but not
by the mayor or council.

I was on council and served as
Buildings and Grounds Chair in 2000.
Ms. Villaggio was on one of the Board
of Education’s “New School” study
committees at about that time. Obvi-
ously the reporter misunderstood.

Councilman Mathieu has been
quoted by the reporter using last year’s
department wish list as though it is
gospel for the here and now — truth
be told the Finance Chair, Council-
woman Todisco, told the reporter that
the committee was not at liberty to

discuss specific numbers or items
right now as decisions have not been
made and they, the committee, are
not yet making a recommendation to
the council.

And, it is noteworthy to point out
that the sidewalk-repair program
mentioned by Councilman Mathieu
has already been taken care of a few
months back, financed and done. He
knows this. This is one example of
the inaccurate information the re-
porter received.

The article gives the impression
that all of these items are probably on
the agenda for this year, especially
naming the councilman as the source.
This kind of reporting creates an un-
fair perception for the public.

Mr. Mathieu is not on the Finance
Committee, nor the Police Contract
Committee, nor the Athletic Field
Committee so he is not informed
enough to speak officially for the
council on the current status/details
of these situations.

The reporter would do well to con-
fine the remarks she quotes on sensi-
tive issues to those committee chairs,
the borough administrator or myself
for true and accurate information.

Patricia Quattrocchi, Mayor
Borough of Garwood

Robert Petix posed a great ques-
tion about why religious institutions
are tax-exempt in last week’s Westfield
Leader. The profound answer lies in
the Establishment and Free Exercise
clauses of the First Amendment:
“Congress shall make no law respect-
ing an establishment of religion or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof.”
Interpretation of these clauses could
fill an entire semester at a university,
perhaps more given the number of
scholars (and non-scholars) that have
weighed in on these 16 words over
the past two plus centuries.

In more practical terms, religious
institutions do not exist to make prof-
its to satisfy a hungry group of major
shareholders (and indeed are orga-
nized with “non-profit” status), but
instead to perform good works and
provide spiritual guidance, for the
“common good” irrespective of faith.
The lines here are pretty clear for
houses of worship; they become more
blurred for hospitals, and even more
so for universities. This was driven
home in the past year when the NLRB
concluded that Manhattan College in
New York and St. Xavier University
in Chicago were not as religious as
they professed and hence were not
exempt from federal labor law. While
for all appearances an encroachment
of State upon Church, neither ruling
has yet been reversed.

Since the establishment of our na-
tion the State has stayed out of Church
affairs, based upon the aforemen-
tioned clauses of the First Amend-
ment. The government has not felt
compelled, even during the Great
Depression, to tax or intrude upon
the entities that were ministering to
our country’s citizens in need. For its

part some Church institutions justify
their tax-exempt status by document-
ing their ministries, charitable en-
deavors and other good works. But
government setting standards for re-
ligiosity is a dangerous precedent
that tiptoes treacherously around the
First Amendment. On the other hand,
having no standards for religiosity
risks abuse of non-profit status. And
this is precisely where we are, as
most if not all religious institutions,
in particular colleges and universi-
ties, do not have a formal process for
evaluating their religious identity and
how they lived up to it.

Something has to give, and the
government has pushed the envelope.
With Uncle Sam now in control of all
student loans, they can push their
weight around this way. It is easy to
vilify the government; it is more dif-
ficult for a religious institution to
reassess how it lives up to its identity
and mission. Perhaps if they were
more true to their mission, people
like Mr. Petix, who is certainly not
alone in expressing such a query and
framed it quite well, would not won-
der why religious institutions are tax-
exempt.

Mickey O’Brien
Westfield

Will the real Barack Obama please
stand up? Actually, he did. At a speech
before die-hard supporters in Roanoke,
Va. last month, the president went off-
teleprompter to deliver what many of us
in that most diabolical club, small busi-
ness owners, read as a glimpse into the
true depths of his statist dogma.

“Look, if you’ve been successful, you
didn’t get there on your own….If you
were successful, somebody along the line
gave you some help…If you’ve got a
business — you didn’t build that. Some-
body else made that happen. The Internet
didn’t get invented on its own. Govern-
ment research created the Internet so that
all the companies could make money off
the Internet.”

This comes from a man who, like many
career politicians, has never created,
manufactured or marketed any product
other than himself.

Now, no man is an island. My com-
pany is only profitable if I have custom-
ers to place the orders, brokers to execute
them properly, and office staff to process
them and keep the place humming. I
drive to work on a toll road. I utilize an
Internet developed by the government.
Therefore, Mr. Obama’s argument goes,
I am really not responsible for any suc-
cess I may achieve…in short, it takes a
village to make a business.

For example, Mr. Obama  cites the
Internet as an illustration of how without
the government there’d be no such infor-
mation conduit and thus businesses like
mine and many others wouldn’t be here,
therefore…what? My company really
belongs to the State then? The collective?

What Mr. Obama conveniently omits
is that I pay plenty in the form of taxes
and tolls for the infrastructure that gov-

ernment provides — one that we all use,
taxpayer or not, businessperson or bu-
reaucrat. But beyond that, the key ques-
tion the president glosses over is this:
Why does my business exist at all?

First of all, my company is the product
of my milieu, not of government — my
influences are family, friends, geogra-
phy, upbringing, education, interests, life
experiences, and, perhaps most of all,
mistakes made. All of the above tweaked
the arc of my learning curve and steered
me to my ultimate career path.

Moreover, a government commissar
did not risk his future, financial security
and even reputation by venturing out on
his own. He did not search out the office
space, hire employees, crisscross the
country meeting with clients, nor de-
velop new products to differentiate his
business from over 40 competitors. Nor
did he lie awake at night in a pool of sweat
when his business was struggling — and
he had his own money on the line. The list
goes on and on as owners of any business
from a corner fashion boutique to a multi-
national concern can attest.

What Big Government hierophants like
the president fail to grasp is that govern-
ment has no resources of its own, rather it
confiscates them from the citizenry —
those who pay taxes at least. If he wants
to play chicken/egg, then there’d be no
government to build the Internet without
our tax dollars.

I find it disconcerting that whenever
Mr. Obama strays from carefully pre-
pared remarks bursting with carefully
crafted feel-good platitudes — be they
with Joe “the plumber” or this latest anti-
business broadside — he unmasks his
true ideology and reveals himself to be
far to the left of the “moderate” so clev-

erly packaged and sold to the gullible
masses in the 2008 campaign. He is of the
mindset that we are not a nation that has
a government, but rather a government
that has a nation. In his statist worldview,
businesses draw their validity from, and
successful entrepreneurs owe their
achievements to, a central State that equips
them to prosper.

As such Mr. Obama ascribes to gov-
ernment the dubious moral authority to
utilize the tax code not as a way to raise
revenues to fund necessary services, but
rather as a tool by which enlightened
intelligentsia administer social justice via
re-distribution of some undefined “fair
share” of income transferred from the
‘productive class’ to the State who will
then dispense it to those need — and who,
after all, are the real reason any ‘fat cat’
makes their undeserved gains at all.

Barack Obama is a product of clois-
tered academia and government, more in
the mold of an EU technocrat than an
American president. His Roanoke re-
marks only serve to reinforce a widely
held suspicion that Barack Obama has no
clue, nor does he even seem to care, how
businesses in America are conceived,
launched and grown. For if he truly un-
derstood the private sector that made the
USA what it is—or perhaps what it was?
— then he would accept that while gov-
ernment can certainly pave you a road, it
is ultimately the drive, energy, hard-work,
chutzpah, risk-taking and ingenuity of
the individual realizing his/her vision
that ultimately chooses where to take it.
And, of course, a little luck never hurts.

But as Samuel Goldwyn once said:
“The harder I work the luckier I get.”

Brad Schaeffer
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Uberty – Abundance
2. Depilation – The act of or process of

removing hair from the body
3. Tzigane – A Hungarian gypsy
4. Katabasis – A retreat to the sea

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

TRIPARA
1. A woman who has borne three chil-

dren
2. Abnormal fear of germs
3. Government by three men or coali-

tion of three parties. A triumvirate
4. A ballet dancer

DEG
1. To please, charm or delight
2. To stretch or distort
3. To gnaw or chew
4. To sprinkle

TRILLACHAN
1. An active young man
2. A harem slave
3. An oyster catcher
4. A web-spinning spider

DEFLAGRATION
1. Combustion
2. A cooling or simmering
3. Punishing; chastening
4. Enlivening; exhilarating

Letters to the Editor

Pension Law Disallows It, Is There Anything We Can Do?
There’s been a lot written about the

recent state Comptroller’s report citing
Westfield, among others, for keeping
part-time attorneys in the state pension
system despite a 2007 law disallowing
it in almost all cases. The report ques-
tioned how Westfield came to the con-
clusion that its actions were correct
even after the change in the law. But
even before it was illegal, the Town of
Westfield knowingly chose to keep part-
time attorneys, some of whom worked
only one or two evenings a month, in
the state pension system.

Multiple gubernatorial panels cited
eliminating this practice as one of the
most important changes needed to ad-
dress the problems in our state pension
system. Westfield’s practice costs tax-
payers millions of dollars (neglecting
the cost of their lifetime health benefit).
It created large un-funded pension ob-
ligations; where the bill for past legal
services is paid by future taxpayers and
the pensions promised to true full-time
career employees, some of whom
worked more than 30 years for
Westfield, are endangered by the bank-
ruptcy created in the pension system.

The town, not the state, placed our
attorneys in the pension system. It is
true that all employees of the town with
salaries in excess of $1,500 were re-
quired to be in the pension system.
However, it was the town’s decision to
hire part-time attorneys as employees
rather than as contractors or on a re-
tainer basis the way the private sector

does. As contractors they would not
have been eligible for pension benefits.
The council and mayor should have
understood this. Councilman Bigosinski
and I raised this point repeatedly; the
town’s survey of Union County mu-
nicipalities showed several municipali-
ties didn’t have their attorneys in the
pension system.

Most tellingly, the town never had its
labor attorney in the pension system.
Clearly someone understood the ability
of the town to make its attorney’s con-
tractors and to remove them from the
pension system.

Let me illustrate the way the system
was gamed: Ms. McDuck took a $3,000
a year, one evening per month, job as
planning board attorney with the
Duckberg town. After 22 years, she
retires from her full-time day job and
takes an appointed full-time public po-
sition for three years where she earns
$100,000 per year. At retirement, her
public pension is about $48,000 per
year. If she retires at 65 with a 20-year
life expectancy, the taxpayers are on the
hook for close to $1 million. To pay her
pension, we must either raise taxes or
reduce the pensions promised to full-
time career employees, or both.

The state Comptrollers report found
338 out of 566 of the municipalities in
New Jersey (60 percent), did NOT have
attorneys in the pension system after
the law disallowed it starting in 2008.
But before 2008, it was still bad policy.
The town always had a choice about

whether to keep allowing our attorneys
to play this game and chose to do so.

Is there anything we can do? Yes, we
can stop the practice now.

The comptroller has asked the Divi-
sion of Pensions and Benefits (DPB) to
review the pension credits accrued by
these individuals and remove any pen-
sion credits accrued in violation of the
2007 law. However, the DPB is se-
verely undermanned with regard to these
investigations.

The Town of Westfield should help
the DPB by reviewing our records and
advising the division about our own
mistakes.

Epilog
I learned a couple of things at the

finance committee meeting Tuesday
night, which bear on my letter.

First, the last attorney that we have in
the pension system, for which we have
a choice, has dropped from the system
this month after the stink arose.

The municipal judge remains in the
system but her hiring is controlled by
the courts and she is required to be an
employee of the court system.

Second, Jim (Gildea) has sent the
division of pension benefits (DPB) the
analysis that the town did for the attor-
neys that we had in the pension system
after January 2008. An analysis was
done and the town has forwarded that
analysis to the DPB.

Councilman David Haas
Westfield

Thanks for Trip to the
Dominican Republic
We just wanted to say thank you to

all the local businesses that helped
make our trip to the Dominican Re-
public possible this year. Since 2007,
Project ’79 has been involved with
Foundation for Peace
(www.foundationforpeace.org) in the
construction of a school/community
center, water purification system, and
clinic in the very poor district of La
Javilla de la Cruz Grande, just north
of Santo Domingo in the Dominican
Republic. As part of our emphasis on
service as one way to understand our
relationship to the larger world,
Project ’79 has run work trips to the
D.R. in 2008, 2009, and 2010.

We will be completing construc-
tion on classrooms on the second
floor as well as painting and other
finishing touches. On one of the days
participants will help run a medical
clinic for about 500 local families
staffed by doctors and nurses who
volunteer their time through the Foun-
dation for Peace. Work trip partici-
pants often describe their time in the
D.R. as a transformative experience
in their understanding of the world.

On Wednesday July 25, 24 Project
’79 students and teachers began their
trip. Special thanks to Joe Nana at
All-Star Limousine for providing
transportation to Newark for all. In
addition, thanks to all the local busi-
nesses to who helped make our silent
auction a huge success:

16 Prospect, Adlers Jewelers, Ba-
gel Chateau, Bittersweet Designs,
Breathe Fitness Studio, Castle
Bootery, Cotinuo Arts Foundation,
Hershey’s Deli, Karate World, Mack
Camera and Video, On the Side Spa,
Parisi Speed School, Parker Gardens,
Perrotti’s Quality Meats and Grocer-
ies, Tinga, Town Book Store, Turn-
ing Point, Westfield Area Y, Westfield
Car Service, and Westfield Cleaners.

Amy Berman, Project ‘79
Westfield High School

See more letters on page 5

Westfielder Grateful
Being Chosen to Help
I am 16 and recently I went with

the Presbyterian Church of Westfield
to Henagar, Ala. We helped people in
need after being hit by tornados last
year. I would like to extend my thanks
to the Presbyterian Church of
Westfield for choosing me to go on
the trip.

Since I do not go the church, I had
to fill out a questioner about myself
and hope I was picked for the trip. I
would also like to thank the adults
and parents that went on the trip and
planned it to make the trip possible. I
was grateful for this opportunity to
help those in need, made possible by
the Presbyterian Church of Westfield.
Thank you.

Tim Johnston
Westfield

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

JOBS? LET’S MAKE
SOMETHING!

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, (908) 527-4200

Al Mirabella, chair
amirabella@ucnj.org


