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Call me and I’ll help you 
choose the right life insurance  
for you and your family.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI), State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company
(Licensed in NY and WI) - Bloomington, IL

For life
insurance,
call a good
neighbor.

statefarm.com®

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

FIGHTING FOR
JUSTICE FOR MORE THAN

2 5  Y E A R S

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,

MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

JON BRAMNICK

Available 24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week

 Contact Us Now

Certified Civil Trial Attorney

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Red Light Cameras Have
Been Re-certified for Use

Senator Michael Doherty (R-23)
issued the following statement in re-
sponse to reports that red light cam-
eras that had previously been sus-
pended pending the completion of
timing studies have been re-certified
for use:

“I continue to believe that the red
light camera program is misguided
and will push forward with legisla-
tion to ban the use of red light cam-
eras in New Jersey. The certification
of the 63 red light cameras in ques-
tion does nothing to address the pro-
priety of the program as a whole.
More than 4,000 people have signed
my online petition supporting our
effort to ban red light cameras in New
Jersey. I urge people to join our effort
by signing the petition at
senatenj.com/cameras.”

Sen. Doherty is the sponsor of leg-
islation, S-1952, that would ban the
use of red light cameras in New Jersey.

Kean Comments on Court
Ruling on Judges’ Pensions

Senate Republican Leader Tom
Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield) issued the
following statement on the state Su-
preme Court ruling negating pension
and healthcare reform for members
of the Judiciary:

“The pension and healthcare re-
form law does not diminish judges’
salaries as cited in the state constitu-
tion. Rather, it requires that judges’
contributions for their retirement ben-
efits and healthcare keep up with the
cost of providing them. The judicial
pension system is in dire financial
trouble that will be a tremendous
burden to the taxpayers alone with-
out increased contributions from
judges themselves. Every single state
employee in New Jersey is governed
by the pension and healthcare reform
law we passed last year, and judges
should be no different.

“The Court’s ruling is wrong, how-
ever, if it is the justices’ position that
the law is unconstitutional then the
state constitution is flawed and needs
to be changed. Judges should not be
insulated from economic reality by a
dubious claim that paying their fair
share for the richest benefits in state
government is an impediment to ju-
dicial independence.”

Assemblyman Wants Oversight
Of N.J. Halfway Houses

Assembly Law and Public Safety
Chairman Charles Mainor (D-31,
Jersey City) said his committee re-
cently held a hearing on a “troubling
lack of oversight at halfway houses
operating under the Christie
administration’s Department of Cor-
rections.”

At start of the hearing he said,
“We’ve all seen the news reports de-
tailing escapes, gang activity, drugs
and sexual abuse at these facilities.

And we’ve learned of the tragic con-
sequences. These reports raise seri-
ous questions about the Christie
administration’s ability to properly
oversee these facilities…When es-
capes, gang activity, drugs and sexual
abuse are widespread, something is
terribly wrong and
unacceptable….We are prepared to
take whatever legislative action is
necessary to remedy these problems.”

He said the matter deserves “close
scrutiny in light of Gov. Christie’s
indefensible line-item vetoes of
stricter halfway house oversight. The
longer we allow this system to con-
tinue as-is unchecked, the more we
jeopardize the safety and well-being
of the public at large.”
Christie’s Appointments Counsel
To Head Econom. Dev. Authority

Michele Brown, Governor Chris
Christie’s appointments counsel, is
resigning from her position to head
the state’s Economic Development
Authority (EDA). Gov. Christie’s
cabinet counsel since January 2010,
she previously worked as an assistant
U.S. Attorney under Mr. Christie
when he was U.S. Attorney.

Ms. Brown will replace Caren
Franzini, the current CEO and presi-
dent of the Authority, who is resign-
ing as of September 30 after 18 years.

Ms. Brown will become CEO and
Timothy Lizura, EDA’s current vice-
president of finance and development,
will serve as president and chief op-
erating officer of the EDA under a
new executive structure approved by
the EDA board.

Ms. Brown will paid $225,000 with
Mr. Lizura receiving $205,000, ac-
cording to The Record.

Early Dem Primary for Gov.
Shows Wisnewski Vs. Buono

Politickernj.com is reporting that the
Democratic Primary for governor next
year has already begun with a battle
between state Senator Barbara Buono
(D-18, Edison) and Assemblyman John
Wisnewski (D-19, Sayreville), the state
Democratic chairman.

Kwon Named Deputy Counsel
At Port Authority of NY-NJ

Phillip Kwon, whose nomination to
the state Supreme Court was rejected
earlier this year by the Democtatically-
controlled Senate Judiciary Committee,
has been named deputy general counsel
for the Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey, The Star-Ledger has re-
ported.

 He will replace will replace
former New Jersey Attorney Gen-
eral Paula Dow, who had been hired
as deputy general counsel after her
own nomination to the state Supe-
rior Court in Essex County was
held up by Democratic lawmakers
from the county. Ms. Dow  has
since  been approved to the  Supe-
rior Court bench in Burlington
County.

RECOGNIZED FOR DONATION…Union County Freeholder Vice-Chairman
Linda Carter, right, and Freeholders Vernell Wright, left, and Mohamed Jalloh,
second from left, present certificates to Rich and Donna Albanese-DeMair,
owners of the Dairy Queen in Plainfield, recognizing them for their donation of
about 60 bicycles for children during a “Christmas in July” event hosted by the
Salvation Army in Plainfield. Mr. Albanese-DeMair refurbished all the bikes
making them as-good-as-new.

Kean Working to Avoid
Loss of Accreditation

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION — Kean University, cur-
rently at risk of losing its accredita-
tion, has vowed to take the next nec-
essary step to comply with the Middle
States Commission on Higher Edu-
cation (MSCHE), which has placed
the Union-based institution on pro-
bation. Kean must be back in compli-
ance with MSCHE standards by June
2013.

According to Richard Pokrass,
director of communications and
public relations at MSCHE, if Kean
were to lose its accreditation, its
students would no longer be eli-
gible to receive federal financial
aid through Pell grants, guaranteed
student loans or the College Work
Study. In addition, the university
would no longer be eligible for fed-
eral grants.

“In the past, institutions that have
lost their accreditation have closed
their doors because of the significant
loss of revenue or have merged with,
or been acquired by, other institu-
tions,” Mr. Pokrass said. However, “it
is too early to project whether the
university will actually lose its ac-
creditation.”

MSCHE requires all of its ac-
credited institutions to comply with
14 standards.  In June 2011,
MSCHE warned Kean that its ac-
creditation was in “jeopardy” be-
cause of “insufficient evidence”
that the institution was in compli-
ance with Standards 7 (Institutional
Assessment) and 14 (Assessment
of Student Learning),” Mr. Pokrass
reviewed.

A written monitoring report was
required by March 1, 2012 to address
the issues the MSCHE cited. There-
after, MSCHE dispatched a team of
peer evaluators to Kean’s campus to
verify the contents of the report. On
June 28, 2012, MSCHE placed Kean
on probation, “a more serious status
than a warning,” he said.

“Rather than being out of compli-
ance with two standards, the com-
mission and its evaluators now found
the university to be out of compli-
ance with four standards – 6 (Integ-
rity), 7 (Institutional Assessment),
12 (General Education) and 14 (As-
sessment of Student Learning),” he
noted.

Kean’s next written report to the
commission is due on September 1.
After report is submitted a small team
of peer evaluators will again visit the
university to verify the contents of
the document. The team will then
share a draft of the report with the
university president for correction of
any factual errors. The team report,
the president’s response and the Sep-
tember 1 monitoring report will then
be shared with the MSCHE’s Com-
mittee on Follow-up Activities dur-
ing its October meeting.

“After thorough review and dis-
cussion,” Mr. Pokrass noted, the com-
mittee will make recommendations
regarding Kean’s accreditation sta-
tus at the November meeting of the
full commission.

He noted that the MSCHE “has
various options available to it during
the November meeting; I cannot pre-
dict what the outcome will be.”

The university, in a statement pro-

vided by Kean Media Relations
spokesperson Matthew Caruso, told
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, “Members of
the Kean community, including fac-
ulty, staff and administrators, are
working collaboratively to ensure that
the monitoring report we deliver to
the Middle States Commission is of
the highest quality.”

At an early July meeting, Kean
President Dawood Farahi and Board
of Trustees Chairman Ada Morell
accused the MSCHE of having a
“staff-driven agenda” against the
university and said the commission
“has made compliance with the ac-
creditation-review process a moving
target, applying its standards both
subjectively and surreptitiously.”

When asked to respond to the
claims, Mr. Pokrass said, “I cannot
directly address the Kean allegation
other than to state that the commis-
sion has been very clear and consis-
tent in its expectations for the univer-
sity.”

Under federal regulations, if an in-
stitution loses its accreditation, “all
credits or degrees earned up until the
date that the loss of accreditation be-
comes effective are considered as hav-
ing been earned from an accredited
institution,” Mr. Pokrass noted.

In addition, MSCHE and the U.S.
Department of Education require that
an institution in the final phases of
losing its accreditation or closing must
present a “teach-out plan” for ap-
proval.

These plans “specifically describe
how presently enrolled students will
have opportunities to complete their
degree, either with their current insti-
tution or at another institution with
which the accreditation-challenged
college or university has made spe-
cial arrangements.”

For students who have partially
completed their programs, “any cred-
its or degrees earned up until the date
that the accreditation ceases would
be legally considered to have been
earned at an accredited institution.
Any credits or degrees earned after
that date would not.

“Kean would be required to make
provisions for students to complete
their degree at another institution,
and the degree would likely have the
name of the other institution on it,” he
added.

Though the loss of accreditation by
a public institution is “exceptionally
rare,” he noted that “it has happened in
various parts of the country.”
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Garwood Dems Announce
2012 Campaign Goals

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Democratic Committee has an-
nounced that William Nierstedt and
Ann Palmer are their Democratic can-
didates for council in 2012. Ms. Palmer
will take the place of Michael Wilson
who stepped down after the Primary
Election for personal reasons.

“Bill and Ann have a positive vision for
the future of Garwood because they com-
bine a fresh perspective with their knowl-
edge of the town. They will be open, and
honest, and will work with residents and
fellow council members on any issue that
is of concern. They believe in fiscal re-
sponsibility while enhancing and main-
taining the current level of services for
Garwood,” according to a press release
from the Garwood Democrats.

“The candidates understand how
important it is to keep the lines of
communication open with residents,
and will really listen to concerns, and
work to find solutions. Bill and Ann
pledge to work as a team with all
agencies, departments, and commit-
tees to evaluate and improve the ser-
vices within Garwood. They want to
bring stability and professionalism

back to Garwood’s government.
As Garwood pursues new devel-

opment projects, the candidates said
they want to maintain Garwood’s
small town charm. They said their
objectivity is needed to balance de-
velopment with the small town atmo-
sphere while increasing Garwood’s
ratable tax base, which they said
would benefit all of the residents.

“Bill and Ann are not only looking
to the future, but are focused on cur-
rent issues facing Garwood. Their
motto of ‘Accomplished Past – Pre-
pared for the Future’ is more than just
a motto; it is their promise to resi-
dents that they will do their best to
promote and follow through with
progress in Garwood,” according to
the Garwood Democrats.

Mr. Nierstedt served on the plan-
ning board, board of education, and
the Education Foundation of
Garwood and Ms. Palmer served on
the board of education for seven
years, two years as president, and is
a former member of the Garwood
PTA and the Education Foundation
of Garwood.

‘National Night Out’ This
Tuesday in CF, Spr. and FW
CRANFORD – The Cranford Po-

lice Department will be participating
in the 29th Annual National Night
Out this Tuesday, August 7, from 6 to
9 p.m. near the Gazebo at the inter-
section of North Union Avenue and
Springfield Avenue.  The free nation-
wide event is designed to promote
crime prevention awareness.  It also
allows the public to interact with
members of the police department
and obtain information about the
department's many programs.

There will be displays of police
vehicles, including a police car, zo-
diac boat, motorcycle, and emergency
service unit.  A DJ, face painter, and
magician will be on hand to enter-
tain.  Robert Wood Johnson Hospital
and the Westfield Area “Y” will be
handing out literature and giveaways.
The Cranford Taekwondo Center will
be putting on a free demonstration.
For the fourth year in a row, a blood
drive will also be held.  This year the
drive is being held to celebrate all
that’s great about Cranford since the
devastation left by Hurricane Irene.

Members of the Cranford PBA No.
52 will be on hand to give out free
Italian ices to all in attendance.

In Springfield, the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders,  De-
partment of Parks & Community
Renewal and its partners in law en-
forcement and emergency manage-
ment will mark  National Night Out
at Meisel Park in Springfield.

The evening begins at 6 p.m. with
National Night Out activities, featur-
ing local first responders and their
emergency vehicles, plus live dem-
onstrations by Union County Police,
S.W.A.T., Bomb Squad officers and
other public safety personnel. There
also will be free refreshments and
other activities, including children’s
fingerprinting; live music at 8 p.m.
by a young local band, The Grickenz;
and a showing of the concert film,
“Justin Bieber: Never Say Never.”

Fanwood’s National Night Out will
be held between 7 and 8:30 p.m. at
LaGrande Park. There will be free
food, games, prizes and a movie, Dol-
phin Tale, in the Park starting at dusk.

Chamber Networking
Event Tuesday at 8 A.M.

WESTFIELD — The Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce’s free networking group
meets the first Tuesday of the month
at 8 a.m. at the Turning Point, Central
Avenue, Westfield. Free parking is
available in back. The next network-
ing event will be this Tuesday, Au-
gust 7, at 8 a.m.

The business community is invited
to shake hands, make eye contact and
greet people. There is time set aside
to introduce yourself and your busi-
ness. Come and meet other business
people in the community. Everyone
is welcomed.


