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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

WESTERN ADVENTURE…Westfield Troop No. 77, Fanwood Troop No. 33
and North Plainfield Troop No. 235 recently completed a two-week trip to the
Philmont Scout Ranch in Cimarron, N.M., where they enjoyed hiking, whitewater
rafting and explored the scenic country. The adult leaders were Steve Reid, Steve
Huber and Grant Van Eck. The Boy Scouts are reading The Westfield Leader/
Times at Shaefer’s Peak along the pass of Tooth of Time.

Towns Brace as NJDOT OK’s
Red Light Camera Tickets Restart

Cranford Awards $1.9 M Contract
For Municipal Bld. Flood Repairs

Shackamaxon One Year
After Purchase by RDC

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION – The New Jersey De-
partment of Transportation (NJDOT)
has lifted suspensions of red light
cameras including several cameras
located at intersections in Linden,
Springfield, Union, Rahway and
Roselle Park, thus enabling the con-
tinuation of the issuing of tickets to
motorists caught running red lights.
The DOT had suspended the cameras
until it could determine if all towns
were in compliance with the formula
specified in legislation that initiated
the state’s pilot program.

The red light cameras are part of a
pilot project which was started in

2009, that “aims to determine whether
red light cameras promote safety by
reducing the frequency and severity
of crashes at intersections,” accord-
ing to a press statement released by
the NJDOT.

In the spring of 2011, the County
of Union entered into inter-local
agreements with Roselle Park, Union
and Rahway, to participate in the red
light camera pilot project. The agree-
ments state the county will share half
of the $4,750 per-camera monthly
maintenance fee with each town, and
also share half of the revenue gener-
ated by violations issued through the
traffic control monitoring systems.

 The county told The Westfield

Leader it is currently in litigation
regarding the terms of similar agree-
ments with those towns as well.

Each red light ticket issued costs
$85, with $11.50 going to state pro-
grams and $18.50 going towards
municipal court-related expenses.
The remaining $55 revenue is split
with the county for towns with inter-
local agreements, so the issuing town
collects $27.50 per violation.

According to Roselle Park Police
Sergeant Manuel Jimenez, the
monthly average number of tickets
issued from the four red light cam-
eras located at the intersection of
Westfield Avenue and Locust Street
is 728, since the program started in
May 2011. Those tickets generate an
average of $20,020 per month, so
Roselle Park is profiting an average
of $10,520 per month from the red
light cameras, after paying half of the

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The Cranford
Township Committee held a special
meeting Monday night to award the
contract for repairs, renovations and
alterations to the lower portion of the
municipal building on Springfield
Avenue, which was devastated by
Hurricane Irene last August. Offi-
cials also were supposed to award a
contract for clerk of the works; how-
ever, the committee immediately went
into executive session to discuss con-
tractual and personnel matters, which
lasted for over an hour.

When the meeting opened to the
public, Mayor David Robinson said
that eight bids were received for the
repairs. The lowest responsible bid-
der, W.B. Snyder Company, was
awarded the contract at the price of
$1,870,000.

Mayor Robinson said the commit-
tee decided not to award a contract
for a clerk of the works on the project.
This is defined as a person employed
on a construction site to represent the
client, in this case the Township of
Cranford, to verify that the design
brief and quality standards are com-
plied with.

“The committee has decided that
we have enough qualified people in
Cranford who would be willing to do
the job at no cost,” he said. The town-
ship committee has already voted to
bond for $3 million for the repairs.
The township also is expecting to
receive money from the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) and also from insurance.

In other business, Cranford activ-
ist Rita LaBrutta asked Township
Attorney Philip Morin what happened
to the motion by Cranford Develop-
ment Associates (CDA) to state Su-
perior Court Judge Lisa F. Chrystal to
hear a motion, tommorow, August 3,
in Superior Court in Elizabeth chal-
lenging the New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection
(NJDEP), which is demanding CDA
build up Birchwood Avenue one foot
above the 100-year flood plain in
order to obtain necessary permits from
the NJDEP. Mr. Morin said the mo-
tion was recalled by the CDA.

“Judge Chrystal said the matter
can be heard by court-appointed hear-
ing officer Judge Douglas Wolfson at
the Birchwood site plan hearing,”
Mr. Morin said.

He said the site plan hearing will
take place in Superior Court on
Wednesday and Thursday, August 8
and 9, at 10 a.m. at the Union County
Courthouse, 2 Broad Street, Eliza-
beth. Ms. LaBrutta then asked if the
judge has responded to Cranford’s
request that the hearing be held in
September in Cranford.

Mr. Morin said Judge Chrystal said
she is deferring to Elizabeth
McKenzie, the Special Master, who
thinks that Elizabeth is a better place
for the hearing and has better secu-
rity and parking. Mr. Morin said the
hearing should be guided by land use
laws.

When asked if the Cranford Plan-
ning Board would be part of the hear-
ing, Mayor Robinson responded,
“No, this was taken completely out of
our hands; it’s bizarre, and keeps
getting more bizarre!”

The next township committee
workshop meeting will be on Mon-
day, August 13, at 7:30 p.m. A con-
ference and official meeting will
take place on Tuesday, August 14,
also at 7:30  p.m. and at the munici-
pal building, located at 8 Spring-
field Avenue.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SLOSH...A 48-inch concrete potable water transmission pipe ruptured near the
intersection of Birch Street and Portland Avenue around 4 a.m. on Tuesday in
Scotch Plains, lowering the water pressure for the region and leaving mud
covering several blocks before crews could start the repairs.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
FINISHED...There were 2,600 runners and approximately 6,000 spectators from throughout the region on Wednesday
evening, July 25 at the annual “5K Pizza Run” in Westfield.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS  – After being
purchased by an affiliate of RDC
Golf Group Inc. last winter,
Shackamaxon Golf and Country Club
has already undergone a complete
bunker renovation, and is seeing an
upturn in membership.

Shackamaxon, which has hosted
several prestigious events in the past
including the New Jersey State Golf
Association (NJSGA) Open Cham-
pionship, was designed by the fa-
mous architect A.W. Tillenhast, and
is the site of his famous first island
green creation on the ninth hole.

When the previous management
company, Troon Golf, put the nearly
100-year-old, par-71 course up for
sale in 2010, developers started clam-
oring to purchase the 146-acre prop-
erty, which could have been divided
into almost 100 residences. Concern
about losing the course and the im-
pact so many new homes could have

on the school system caused the
Scotch Plains Township Council to
declare the property “an area in need
of rehabilitation” and deliberate mov-
ing the township’s municipal build-
ings to the site. As a result, the New
Jersey Golf Group and Shackamaxon
filed a lawsuit against the township.

When RDC stepped in to purchase
the property with the intention to
maintain it as a golf course, it brokered
a deal that allowed RDC to build 60
age-restricted townhouses on the 12-
to 13-acre portion of the property
that is currently home to unused ten-
nis courts and swimming pool facili-
ties.

In an interview with The Westfield
Leader, Christopher Schiavone, prin-
cipal of RDC, said that during the
course renovations RDC has had up-
graded the course without fundamen-
tally changing the design of the
course.

“People seem very happy with the

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
READY, SET, EAT...The 2,600 runners who participated in the annual “Pizza
Run” last Saturday were cheered on by approximately 6,000 spectators and
rewarded with 5,440 slices of pizza.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Regional Water Alert
AREA - Update: Water main break

repairs are underway in Scotch Plains.
Customers in Union County are asked
to curtail outdoor water use; Issue
Date: July 31, 2012.

New Jersey American Water crews
began emergency repairs this morn-
ing on a 48-inch main break in Scotch
Plains along Portland  Avenue near
Watchung View Place. It is estimated
that repairs will be completed within
the next 48 to 72 hours.

New Jersey American Water ad-
vises customers in the following com-
munities to curtail outdoor water use
while emergency repairs are under-
way on the 48-inch water main. Please
discontinue lawn watering and con-
serve water indoors until further no-
tice. While repairs are made, custom-
ers may experience low water pres-
sure.

Fanwood Borough, Green Brook
Township, Plainfield City, North
Plainfield Borough, Scotch Plains
Township, Warren Township,
Watchung Borough, Clark Township,
Cranford Township, Garwood Bor-
ough, Hillside Township, Kenilworth
Borough, Mountainside Borough,
Roselle Borough, Roselle Park Bor-
ough, Union Township, and Westfield
Town.

Once repairs are completed, cus-
tomers may experience cloudy water
and should simply run their water
until it’s clear before use.

Thank you for your patience while
we make these repairs.

Contact Information:
Name: Customer Service Center
Company: New Jersey American

Water
Phone: 1-800-652-6987

Garwood Hears Westfield Y’s
Variance Proposal for School

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough’s zon-
ing board last Wednesday heard tes-
timony from a traffic engineer, sur-
veyor and planning expert, as well as
some comments and testimony from
residents concerning the Westfield
Area “Y” application for a condi-
tional use variance to relocate its
Garwood-based childcare to Wash-
ington School, and to add a pre-school
and a small family fitness facility.
The application will continue on
Wednesday, August 15, with final
comments from residents before the
board makes a decision.

Traffic Engineer Joseph Staigar
assessed the impact on traffic from
the area. He said there are minimal
delays at the intersections by the
school and relatively light volume of
traffic on the roadways there during
peak traffic hours, and he also said
there was more than sufficient park-
ing on the street.

John Carvin of Locust Avenue said
he felt the survey of 193 parking

spaces in an area of nine square blocks
was unrealistic because users of the
“Y” would want to park close to the
building. He also said parking is heavy
during Little League, soccer and field-
hockey practices held in the fields
behind the school.

“The impact to people who live in
the immediate neighborhood is go-
ing to be more severe than what has
been predicted. When school traffic
was there…people would park in
front of driveways,” Mr. Carvin said.

Debbie Zenneario of Third Avenue,
whose children attended the ‘Y’
daycare at St. Paul’s Church on Cen-
ter Street, said, “…My experiences
are positive. I never had a problem
dropping off or picking up at St.
Paul’s. I never had two or three par-
ents standing with me. I feel, as a
Garwood resident, why would we
not embrace a new resource? … I
understand seven days a week; I get
that. You’re talking about a small
wellness center. The resources are
much more positive.”


