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Devil Net Boys Defeat Raiders, 5-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A Bumpy Beginning
For a Perennial Power

“Nothing lasts forever but the earth
and sky,” the rock group Kansas once
sang, in those long-ago days before
global warming (surprise, the Den is a
believer).

Anyhow, WHS and success in boys
tennis have seemingly lasted forever . .
. at least if you count time only from the
late 1940s. State titles and long runs
deep into the state tournament have
produced an amazing run for parts of
eight decades. The success the past 10
years has been unprecedented: a 240-
42 record, 7 county, 5 sectional, 4 Group
4 and two Tournament of Champions
titles.

The last time WHS had a losing
record, the president was Harry
Truman, Joe McCarthy was an un-
known senator from Wisconsin, and
the year was 1948!

Not that this year’s squad should
have to worry about its won-lost record,
although it was only 5-4 after last
weekend’s Delbarton Invitational (with
matches against Millburn and Ridge to
start this week). But the entire lineup is
made of returning lettermen from last
year’s 20-5 team, which won its sev-
enth straight county title. And the pro-
gram has produced over 1,300 wins,
while losing less than 300 matches in
90-plus seasons since starting in 1921.

It’s just that even the victories this
spring have often been struggles. Take
last week’s 5-0 win over then-unbeaten
Scotch Plains-Fanwood. WHS came
into the match with a 2-3 mark, and had
to be happy to leave with the win,
against a team it has now beaten 67
times in 68 matches.

Scott Thompson, Adam Greene and
Max Mancini swept singles, but
Mancini was pushed to 6-4, 6-4 at third
singles, while Thompson (7-6) and

Greene (6-4) had tough first sets. And
Jacob Harris and Jack Rickles needed
three sets to win at first doubles. Only
Alex Goldschmidt and Jacob Ziff at
second dubs had a relatively easy time.

Then again, and to paraphrase Ja-
maican reggaeman Jimmy Cliff: “The
harder the battle, the sweeter the vic-
tory.”

BASEBALL UPDATE
A belated congrats to Bobby

Brewster on career victory No. 500 as
the WHS baseball coach. And to win
such a monumental game, a) at Bob
Brewster Sr. Memorial Field, b) with a
six-run rally in the bottom of the 10th
inning, and c) against archrival Scotch
Plains-Fanwood no less, well, it was
almost surreal.

Ironically, on the day “Brew” got
within one win of his college football
pal Parker Snare, the retired North
Hunterdon coach who finished with
501 W’s, another Montclair State alum
of their era – Bayonne’s Phil Baccarella
– earned his 400th coaching victory.
And to show that the victory gods are
gender-blind, two legendary softball
coach – Hunterdon Central’s Pete Fick
and South Plainfield’s Don Panzarella
– earned their 700th and 600th W’s,
respectively, on the same day.

(Note: To the SP-F fan who wrote
about the lack of class by the Westfield
players and the immaturity of some of
the fans during that wild opening game,
the Devil’s Den sticks out his tongue
and says: “Pffffffffffffffffffffffffffffft!”
If you really want to see what classless
is all about, go check out a Cranford
game and listen to the amazing things
that come out of the mouth of one big-
mouth “adult” Cougars fan.)

Cranford put sophomore catcher Mike
Ionta to the test last week, attempting

five stolen bases. The result: one safe at
second in a bang-bang play, one safe at
third on a dropped throw (would’ve
been an out) and three runners nailed. If
first impressions are important, and they
are, this Ionta kid is the latest in the long
line of outstanding WHS catchers. Sadly,
that was the lone highlight of a 9-1 loss
that will not make any end-of-season
highlight videos.

SWIMMING UPDATE
From YMCA Nationals in Greens-

boro, N.C., the WHS (and SP-F) swim-
mers had plenty of outstanding swims,
highlighted by sophomore Tyler
Lessner’s pair of 58.7 breaststroke splits
on the 4x100 medley relay and sopho-
more Sarah Cronin’s 50.26 100 free
split on a 4x100 medley relay.

Cronin and classmate Caroline
Baldwin also had multiple “night”
swims in the point-scoring heats.
Cronin: 24th in 200 free (1:51.90) and
11th in 100 free (51.34); Baldwin: 12th
in 100 back (55.79), 24th in 200 back
(2:03.93), 13th in 50 free (23.89) and
19th in 100 free (51.78).

Junior Matt Daniel also had a great
week, with a 22.02 in the 50 free, split
a 21.24 50 free leg on the 4x50 free
relay and a 52.49 butterfly leg on the
4x100 medley relay (and 52.86 flat
start), and added a 46.83 100 free relay
split. Daniel, sophomore Stephen
Husch and senior Brendan Haley each
had a 2:01+ 200 IM.

COLLEGE UPDATE
Mike Cappiello (WHS ’08) is off to

a blistering start in his senior baseball
season at 10-14 Plymouth (Mass.) State.
Through the first 24 games, Cappy was
hitting a team-best .402 (33-for-82)
with 10 doubles and 4 home runs, both
team highs. The 6-foot, 215-pounder
has also committed just one error among

his 180 chances at first base. A four-
year starter, he hit .378, .389 and .333
the previous years.

Mike Venezia (WHS ’07) finally
managed to have an injury-free season,
starting all 30 games for the 8-22
Colgate basketball team. The senior
three-year team captain led the Raiders
in minutes (996), 3-pointers (54), free
throw percentage (82.8) and total points
(288). Younger sister Diana Venezia
(WHS ’10), a sophomore at North Caro-
lina Wilmington, played in 16 games
for the Seahawks, whose 20-13 season
ended in the Women’s NIT. She hit on
4 of 13 3-pointers and finished with 15
points.

’64 BASEBALL REUNION
Faithful Reader Ed from Pembrook,

Mass., wrote to inform of a 1964 WHS
baseball team reunion on May 19, noon,
at the Harrison, N.Y., home of Charley
Widmer. Already committed are Ed
Thorne, Dwight Davies, Rob Schram,
Roger Doyle and Widmer. Bill Richold,
Charlie Mason, Dennis Burke, Billy
Myers and Joe Wiendl are being tracked
down. Those 10 seniors had a “disap-
pointing” 14-5 high school season but
rebounded to form the backbone of the
Post 3’s Union County American Le-
gion champions (21-4-3; state runnerup
to Brooklawn) and the Westfield Mer-
chants’ Union County League regular-
season and playoff champion semipro
team.

Thorne (of), Davies (2b-of), Nick
Piscopo (ss-of), Widmer (c-rf) and
Myers (if) were all regulars in 1962 as
sophomores. They were joined in 1963
by Schram, Doyle, Richold, Mason,
Burke and Wiendl on the varsity team
that went 18-7 and won the school’s
first Union County Tournament under
rookie coach Norm Koury. The 1961
Edison team also featured standouts
John Hallam (later injured), Jay Isbrecht
and Jim O’Neil (both switched to track).

CORRECTION
Faithful Reader Steamboat of Wash-

ington pointed out that Mike Tirone
started coaching eighth-grade football
at Roosevelt Junior High School in the
fall of 1967, with fellow rookie foot-
ball coach Dick Gralewski. The team
went 1-3, losing 6-0 to Somerville
(twice) and Chatham Township, while
beating Montclair Academy 14-12.
That team included Bruce Cant, Alan
Deombeleg, John Kerr, Bob Mansell,
Peter Parken, Tom Pfeiffer, Kurt
Stiefken and Bill Taylor, all starters on
the unbeaten 1971 WHS varsity team.
The following spring, Tirone’s RJHS
baseball team (ninth and eighth grades)
went 8-5 and included future WHSers
Jim Dello-Russo, Mike Dorne, Joe
Monninger, Bill Napier, Jeff Stewart,
John Havas, Linwood Hudson, Stiefken
and Steve Tebbetts – and a manager
named Steve (Steamboat) Merrill.

DEVILS OF THE MONTH
Originally we didn’t pick a DOM for

March because there were no events
that month. But, after finding out that
the boys track team had some solid
efforts in winning five events (and the
team Division 2 title) at the Kearny
Relays on March 31, we’re are award-
ing free subs from Ryan (The) Mann at
Hershey’s to double winners Brendan
Dugan, Rob Ciardullo, Kyle Star, Alex
Hay and Kevin Ingram.

Devils of the Month
Track: Dugan, Star,

Ciardullo, Hay, Ingram

have to hit that ball with confidence,”
Thompson said.

Blue Devil Adam Greene was the
first to walk off the courts after he
defeated Andrew Leischner at sec-
ond singles, 6-4, 6-2, but it was no
easy cruise.

“It was tough, because he’s fast. He
gets to a lot of balls, and I wasn’t hitting
it at my targets. My serve was good
when it was in, but I had a lot of double
faults. So I had trouble getting points,
because he got to everything. Eventu-
ally, I was able to start hitting angles
and getting him off the court. Then I
moved in to the net,” Greene explained.

Max Mancini was the next to the
last to walk off the court after pulling
out a pair of 6-4 sets over Raider
Mike Rosenheck at third singles.

“It was a tough match. My oppo-
nent fought very well. I really en-
joyed it, because it was such a battle.
There were a couple of breaks in
serves. We traded breaks a couple of
times, but in the end I got a little lucky

and took the match,” Mancini said.
According to Mancini, “I feel I

played my patterns really well and
dictated with my forehand. It was a
crazy match. It could have gone ei-
ther way. I came to the net a couple
more times than I usually do, but I
think that really put me over the edge
and won the match.”

The first doubles match took three
sets where Blue Devils Jacob Harris
and Jack Rickles outlasted Alex and
Jesse Ozdamar, 5-7, 6-0, 6-3. At sec-
ond doubles, Blue Devils Alex
Goldschmidt and Jacob Ziff defeated
Ben Yin and Josh Lopez, 6-2, 6-0.

The Blue Devils lost to ranked pow-
ers Delbarton and Livingston, and it
will not get any easier with JP Stevens
on April 12 and the Delbarton Invita-
tional on April 14.

“We’ve had some tough matches.
We played some of the best teams in
the state. I have had an all right season
so far, but I am trying to get better,”
Greene said.
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Call for a personal preview.

NEW PRICE

               Fanwood Men’s Softball Association

The Fanwood Men’s Softball Association is actively looking for Teams and

Players Players to  compete this coming spring. We are a modified Fast Pitch

League  that plays weeknights at LaGrande Park in Fanwood.

If you are an individual or represent a group that would like to play Please

contact Tom Smith at 908-889-8456. Play starts in May and continues thru July.

Westfield Baseball League
Summer Travel
Baseball Tryouts

Save the Date: Tryouts for

Summer Travel Baseball will be May 6th.

Exact time and location will be posted on the

website - www.westfieldbaseball.com.

All children must register on the website before attending

tryouts. The site will be updated shortly with details for all

grades and will allow registration for summer ball.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HIGHLY CONTESTED MATCH…Raider freshman Jeffrey Rodgers concen-
trates on his return in his first singles match with Scott Thompson.


