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Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Choice is Straightforward on Election
And It’s Not Obama or Menendez

Support Our Firefighters by Helping
Prevent Forest Fires in Union County

To my way of thinking, the upcom-
ing Presidential Election and the Sen-
ate election for Senator Menendez’s
seat present very simple choices.

On one hand, President Obama and
Senator Menendez want to continue
to increase the debt burden on us and
our children sentencing them for years
to come with a crushing burden, and
on the other hand their opponents do
not. Obama and Menendez want to
spend even more money, which we do
not have, while the other side doesn’t.
Obama and Menendez want to insti-
tute hundreds of billions of yearly tax
increases starting in January, while
the other side doesn’t.

Obama and Menendez say million-
aires and billionaires should pay more
taxes. The other side says that the rates
for everyone are too high and should be
reduced so everyone pays those lower
millionaire and billionaire rates, rather
than the other way around. Obama and
Menendez have ignored the budget fixes
recommended by a bipartisan and well
respected debt commission while the
other side wants to at least talk about
the recommendations. Obama and
Menendez are leaders of a political
party, which hasn’t passed a federal
budget in over three years, while the
other political party has passed federal
budgets (which Obama and Menendez
haven’t been willing even to talk about;
how childish).

Obama and Menendez want to re-
duce our choices for health care, while
the other side doesn’t.

Obama and Menendez have already
strictly limited our Flexible Spending
Accounts (which allowed regular folks
to shelter income from tax so it could
be used for medical expenses), while
the other side wants to give us back
those accounts so we can decide our-
selves how to cover medical costs.
Obama and Menendez have absolutely
refused to put any limits on trial law-
yers, one of their largest donor groups,
to reduce medical costs, while other
side wants to put limits in place. Obama
and Menendez don’t want health in-
surance to be sold across state lines,
while the other side does so that there
can be more competition.

Obama and Menendez want to lock
us into government-mandated health
insurance plans which increase the
federal deficit and will cause Medi-
care to go broke, while the other side
wants to fix the budget problem by
leaving things as is for older folks but
at the same time allowing people un-
der 50 to choose their own private
plans with extra government subsi-
dies for lower income folks to help
pay for them. Obama and Menendez
have refused to give New Jersey the
flexibility to decide how to best spend
federal Medicaid money, while the

other side wants New Jersey to be able
to decide how best to spend that money
based on our circumstances.

Obama and Menendez have stripped
away long-standing religious freedom
of conscience rights and believe that
from now on government can direct
how people can exercise and practice
their religion. The other side thinks
the federal government has no right to
interfere with the free exercise of reli-
gion.

Obama and Menendez want to close
coal-fired electrical power plants and
increase, even more, our electricity
rates here in New Jersey. The other
side doesn’t. Obama and Menendez
want to continue to limit the use of our
huge national oil reserves, while the
other side wants to allow us to use our
own oil reserves instead of paying
over $4 a gallon for gas.

Obama and Menendez don’t agree
with the way our Constitution pro-
vides for limited powers for the fed-
eral government, while the other side
thinks our Constitution should be re-
spected. To put it another way, Obama
and Menendez think that they are
smarter than George Washington, Ben
Franklin, Thomas Jefferson and James
Madison, while the other side thinks
the Founders got it right. Obama and
Menendez think that the federal gov-
ernment should grow even bigger than
it already is, while the other side thinks
it should get smaller.

The choice is straightforward to me.
And it’s not Obama or Menendez.

Rich Fortunato
Scotch Plains

As residents of an urban area, we in
Union County are used to thinking about
fire prevention in terms of our homes
and other buildings. However, an ex-
tremely mild winter and dry spring have
come together to underscore the impor-
tance of preventing forest fires in our
public parks and nature preserves, too.

Last month a small brush fire cropped
up in Cranford, an unusual occurrence
for Union County. Fire risk warnings
have been issued by the National
Weather Service and the New Jersey
Forest Service, and major blazes have
broken out elsewhere in the state, as
well as nearby in Staten Island.

The situation has added a new layer
of complexity to the job faced by our
career and volunteer firefighters. I know
they will rise to meet this new challenge
with the same extraordinary bravery
and dedication they display every day.

Our local fire departments can de-
pend on each other for support when the
going gets tough. Through the Fire
Mutual Aid system, they can coordi-
nate to send extra personnel and spe-
cialized equipment to the scene of a
forest fire, and the Union County Office
of Emergency Management also has a
small utility truck for accessing remote
areas.

Most of all, I want our local
firefighters to know that they can de-
pend on all of us to be on the alert for
forest fire hazards, and do our best to
prevent them.

One sure way to help prevent forest
fires in public parks is to use only
designated areas for barbecuing. A sud-
den gust of wind can easily send embers
shooting into nearby wooded areas.

Where grilling is permitted, douse
the fire thoroughly after you are fin-
ished and stir the wet embers to ensure
they are completely soaked, then dis-
card them in a trash can. Do not place
them in the woods.

Improperly discarded cigarettes are a
frequent cause of forest fires. When in
the parks, cigarette smokers can make a
big difference by using a portable ash-
tray, or dousing their stubs thoroughly
with water.

County residents who live next to a
wooded area can help by exercising
extra care with their grills, candles and
outdoor fireplaces, and by keeping an
eye out for sparks when using power
mowers and other equipment.

Clearing debris and fire hazards from
residential property also helps. To as-
sist you, Union County offers free drop-
off days to collect used motor oil, paint
thinner and other flammable substances
from residents. For information call our
recorded recycling hotline, (908) 654-
9889 or visit ucnjorg/recycle.

It’s also important to note that in New
Jersey about 99 percent of all forest
fires are the result of accidents or care-
lessness. Of these, many are caused by
cigarettes or by grills or campfires in
non-designated areas. Some are the re-
sult of arson. If you see risky activity,
please report it by calling 911.

By working together we can all help
protect our public parks during these
dry conditions, so we can preserve them
as cooling, peaceful places to relax all
summer long.

Al Mirabella
Union County

Freeholder Chairman

Dr. King Reminds Us to Work Hard to
Repudiate All Forms of Hatred

In the summer of 1962 en bus route
from Nashville to California for a
youth conference our group of church
teens made a rest stop in Little Rock,
Ark. Four of us teenage boys decided
to have lunch in a nearby fast food
eatery, ordered food and sat down to
eat. This was not a boldly audacious
act, but rather one of naive inno-
cence, and although we were all aware
of the Little Rock Nine, to us it was a
thing of the past, another footnote in
history. Shortly after receiving our
food and all of us realizing that it was
uneatable because it had been satu-
rated with salt, we were confronted
by a hostile mob shouting racial epi-
thets and threatening to do us harm.
Were it not for the intervention of a
church counselor that took the mob
by surprise and allowed our quick
exit, I am certain that we would have
become more grim statistics of racial
violence. My life has been tempered
by this and other childhood experi-
ences that remind me of the fragility
of our e pluribus unum.

Almost 50 years have gone by since
the summer of 1962 and we are wit-
nessing, almost daily, the hateful vit-
riol that weakens our union. Political
differences have become decidedly
more along racial and ethnic lines.
Our president has been called names
with inferences of racial, mental and
physical inferiority, and has received
many death threats. Aliens have been
persecuted, prosecuted and even forc-
ibly removed from several of our
communities. The unjustly high in-

carceration rate of minority citizens
(especially males) is way beyond the
limits of decency and even speaks the
language of the uncivilized societies
of history. The move to deny the vote
to many of our citizens, by the unjus-
tifiable requirement that they must
have picture identification is so remi-
niscent of life in the pre-sixties that
progress for now does seem revers-
ible. Religious intolerance seems in-
creasingly more a factor in important
decisions. Organized hate groups with
intensely ideological separatist views
are increasing in number. The apostles
of hate have, at least superficially,
shown themselves to be more effec-
tive than the apostles of love.

During these disturbing times I re-
member Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
an apostle of love, who realized the
destructive nature of hatred declar-
ing that “hate is too great a burden to
bear” and that we must “love or per-
ish” for love is the antidote for hate.
He understood that we all are part of
a common humanity, and even in
death he reminds us that we all must
work harder to recognize and repudi-
ate the various forms of hatred that
destroys our unity and prevents the
strengthening and preservation of our
union.

Donnell Carr, Acting President
Dr. Martin L. King Association,

Westfield
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