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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Youth Baseball Parade and Vintage
Cars Made Perfect Day in Westfield

Westfield town was packed and full of buzz on
Saturday.

The Westfield Youth Baseball parade was perhaps
the biggest ever. It was an idyllic day. Hundreds of
kids, parents, pets, strollers and politicians were all
decked out in their uniforms of choice. They proudly
marched from Mindowaskin Park to Gumbert Park
for the opening pitch by Mayor Andy Skibitsky and
the dedication of the renovated fields. It’s a perfect
way for the community to embrace and enhance the
well being of their children.

Mountainside and Garwood also kicked off their
community youth baseball to the cheers of all.
Scotch Plains and Fanwood get baseball underway
this weekend.

Baseball, kids, parents and the community are a
great tradition. It’s not a strike three and you’re out.

At the other side of town in Westfield, something
else big was going on. The Armory and its parking
lot were filled with hundreds of fabulous, vintage
cars for public show and auction. Proud exhibitors
and patrons came from many parts of the state. It was
hard to find a place to park but it was worth the wait
for car buffs. Everyone was having a good time.

In talking with organizer Rich Bodmer and Sgt.
Bob Ryan of the Armory, it struck us how well the
town, the New Jersey National Guard and business
worked together to pull this off. They praised the
police department and Town Clerk Claire Gray for
efficient and expedient assistance. This shows that
government, business and the general public can
work to get things done.

If you had to name a perfect day this year, it
probably would be last Saturday.

A Few Years Will Tell Who Wins
With the School Voting Changes

This time of year, area towns are normally filled
with the energy of candidates running for school
board and boards of education urging voters to pass
their budgets. Since all school districts in Union
County opted this year to not have voters deliberate
on their budgets (understandably) in exchange for
moving candidate elections to the General Election
in November, the silence is a little eerie. We wonder
if this will cause the public to lose touch with the
public school systems — being devoid of the tradi-
tional interplay.

It’s true that stress is reduced for educators by not
having budgets subject to public approval; thus
public school systems should be more able to focus
on the important task of educating our children.
Ultimately, individual taxpayers feel the stress in
August when they open their property tax bill letters.
Will this new election system bring improvements
and fairness to the taxation? It will take a few years
to know.

Will this new non-voting system result in improv-
ing education? Our area does well but other areas in
the county have dismal results. For years, dumping
money at the problem has been the standard ap-

proach. It has not worked — in fact the problem
seems to be growing. More free money seems to
attract more problems. It will take a few years to
know.

Will electing board of education members in the
November General Election result in a transition in
composition of members? Will this be positive?
Only a fraction of the members are elected each
year. It will take a few years to know.

Will this new system temper the heralded war
between Governor Chris Christie and the teacher’s
union (NJEA)? Will it shake up the monopoly? Will
charter schools and magnet schools be the new fad
of the times?

The decision of school boards to change the sys-
tem came with a four-year commitment to stay the
course before a reversal is permitted. There’s no
turning back for this duration and who’s to know
which is better? The second phase occurs in Novem-
ber with electing board members. It will be interest-
ing.

Will our children win? Will the taxpayers win?
Everyone hopes so.

It will take a few years to know.

Letter in Leader Helped
Fill Driver Slots

On behalf of Mobile Meals of
Westfield, I just want to thank you for
running our letter to the editor for our
need for volunteer drivers. We re-
ceived so many phone calls and have
filled up empty spots for the rest of
this month. Plus, many people have
taken on routes for next month also!
Thanks again for your continued sup-
port of our organization!

Mary Doyle
Mobile Meals of Westfield

Taxpayers Must Hold Fed, State Reps
Accountable for Runaway Spending

WHS Music Groups Thank Businesses
And Volunteers for Setting the Tone

Union County Should Save
Rutgers Coop Extension Service

Where can you get more bang for
the tax dollar than Rutgers Coopera-
tive Extension Service of Union
County in Westfield? In cutting their
budget, Union County is only look-
ing at the dollars it takes to run the
Extension Service. What is not being
considered is the value of the thou-
sands of hours of volunteering pro-
vided each year to Union County.

Through the Extension Service I
volunteer for the Master Gardeners
and the Master Tree Stewards. The
Master Gardeners are known nation-
ally and in Union County alone its
civic-minded members volunteer
thousands of hours each year. Some
of the things that the Master Garden-
ers do are: answer questions on their
Helpline, offer horticulture therapy,
get involved in community beautifi-
cation projects, hold a Spring Garden
Fair and Plant Sale (attended by well
over 1,000 people each year), grow
and provide fresh vegetables to food
banks (14,500 pounds since 2002!!!),
and maintain a sharing garden and
offer tours to groups.

Union County has the only Master
Tree Steward program. There are 30
of us who go to 4th grade classes and
deliver a free one-hour class about
trees and nature. In the nine years
I’ve been involved with this program,
I’ve taught about 80 classes. That
translates into 1,600 students taught.
Lost in our fast-paced world is the
teaching about nature. It would be a
sad commentary about Union County
and our future if these classes cease
to be offered. Since these classes are
free, it helps save money for our local
schools.

This is a quality of life issue. That’s
the lives of the adults and kids we
strive to serve as well as the caring,
community-minded volunteers.

Did I mention “volunteers” and
“free” enough?

I ask that Union County save the
Rutgers Cooperative Extension Ser-
vice. I and the hundreds of other
volunteers what to continue serving
our county and local communities.

Dean Talcott
Fanwood

Tax Day this week is a dreary re-
minder for working New Jerseyans
of how much money it costs to run the
most expensive national government
in the history of the world. In fact,
according to the non-partisan Tax
Foundation, New Jerseyans will have
to work until May 1st this year until
they can keep their own money.

We pay the highest state taxes in
the country, so Tax Freedom Day
arrives later in the year for us. Legis-
lators who oppose a cut in the state
income tax should consider that we
have to work for a third of the year
just to pay for government.

According to the Tax Foundation,
New Jerseyans have to work weeks
longer, and in some cases a full month
longer, than folks all around the coun-
try just to meet their obligations to
the government. The dramatic differ-
ence is due in large part to state
government’s large appetite for tax
revenue.

It’s time for us to ask whether New
Jersey is dramatically better off than
other states because we have a bigger
and more expensive government. The

defenders of big government always
claim that New Jerseyans demand
more services. But I wonder if that’s
true. I wonder if the people who de-
mand more services are the same
people who will be running to the
Post Office [on April 16].

Three quarters of small business
owners pay their taxes as ordinary
income filers. And every dollar that
they have to send in to Washington
and Trenton tomorrow is a dollar that
they’d rather be using to hire new
employers or serve their customers
better.

It’s time for income taxpayers to
hold their federal and state represen-
tatives accountable for the runaway
spending.

There’s an election this year and
the most important issue for anyone
who pays income taxes should be the
unsustainable spending levels in
Washington and Trenton.

Laurie Ehlbeck, State Director
National Federation of Ind. Business

Trenton

The Westfield High School Con-
cert Choir and Bella Cora would like
to thank the community for their sup-
port and participation in the various
fundraisers that have been held since
November. The Westfield Christmas
tree disposal event on January 7 was
a huge success, thanks to some 200
residents who registered for the ser-
vice.

The group of about 60 students and
chaperones will travel throughout
Austria and Italy during spring break
to perform in Vienna, Salzburg, Flo-
rence, and Venice. They will also
visit Mozart’s birthplace in Salzburg,
take guided tours of Florence and
Venice, with a stop at the Doge’s

Palace.
As the students diligently prepare

a 45-minute set to perform in Europe,
they would like to extend their grati-
tude to the following businesses and
organizations for the generous con-
tribution, support and assistance in
raising funds to finance the tour: The
Gray Family Foundation, Westfield
Symphony Orchestra, Miele’s Green-
house (Clark), ShopRite, Stop &
Shop, Casa di Pizza (Westfield), Five
Guys Burgers and Fries (Westfield),
Swirl Whirl Yogurt Buffet (Westfield),
and Chili’s Grill and Bar Restaurant
(Clark).

Angela Ko
Westfield

Any Other Time Bombs
At Westfield Schools?
I waited a few weeks to see if anyone

in Westfield reacted in The Leader to the
outrageous cost of $13.5 million to fix
(actually replace) the roofs on most of the
Westfield Public Schools. That is about
$450 for every person in town. The only
way to fund that amount in one year is
probably by a bond issue unless the state
or feds play Santa.

Clearly these roofs have not been prop-
erly maintained over the years. Mainte-
nance is an annual operating expense.
Inadequate maintenance is a way of
switching operating expense to capital
expense, which is not covered by the “2
percent cap.” Roofs don’t just fall apart
over a few years. This problem must
reflect years of neglect. Maybe The
Westfield Leader could do a little inves-
tigative reporting on this roof issue and
perhaps a few other similar time bombs
will pop up as well.

Tim Harrington
Madison

We Need A Flatter and Fairer Tax
System That Is Applied Equally to All
Rising gas prices, wasteful govern-

ment spending, ObamaCare, now com-
bined with our President’s rhetoric around
raising taxes on investors and job cre-
ators, are all threatening to undermine
our economic recovery. Rather than rais-
ing taxes, we should be lowering all tax
rates, resulting in everyone paying into
the system. This approach will not only
bring fairness and stability to our tax
code, but it will stimulate economic
growth and job creation for millions of
Americans.

As we approach Tax Day, I believe
there is something inherently unfair about
a tax system that picks winners and los-
ers. A core principle of conservatism is
the idea that every citizen should be
treated equally before the law, without
regard to one’s station in society. Justice
is supposed to wear a blindfold, meting
out justice without regard to who is
wealthy or poor, what one does for a
living, who one’s friends are, or what
family you are from.

A tax system which is flatter and fairer
would be a tax applied equally to all
without regard to the details of people’s
lives. But consider how far from this
principle our tax code has become. It is
now the polar opposite: Taxes are com-
puted based on your wealth, how you
earn it, what you invest in, and your
marital status. Subsidies abound depend-
ing on age, sex, ethnicity, economic ac-
tivity and who your lobbyist is.

The reality is Americans are over-
taxed. No better illustration of how much
Americans’ tax burden has skyrocketed
than the rise of the two income-earner
family. Only 40 years ago, most families
in the middle class were able to get by on
one income. In today’s economy, many
couples must both work to just meet their
everyday expenses and tax liabilities.
Compounding that problem, America
today has the dubious distinction of hav-
ing the highest corporate tax rate in the
world.

As a businessman for over 35 years, I
believe it’s time for deregulation and
lower tax rates. This will create the con-
ditions necessary for job creation. Un-
fortunately, the opposite is happening, as
our sitting Representative, Leonard
Lance, voted to raise the debt ceiling

$2.1 trillion, in addition to voting to fund
ObamaCare to the tune of $105 billion.

My solution is for Congress to insti-
tute bold tax reform. America needs to
institute a flatter income tax, and levy
taxes in a fairer manner: No more social
engineering, and no more trying to mold
economic behavior or subsidize certain
markets at the expense of consumers.
The estate tax should be abolished as a
matter of conservative principle: Gov-
ernment does not have the right to tax
wealth it already taxed, and we should
have a tax system that encourages saving
and parents helping their children get a
good start in life. Our corporate income
tax should be the lowest in the world, not
the highest. Corporations do not pay
taxes, they pass them on to consumers to
pay.

Taxes on energy production need to be
lowered, or eliminated. A re-energized
economy that has high rates of job cre-
ation needs cheap energy. Cheap energy
makes our manufacturing competitive. It
lessens the cost of producing food and
transporting goods to market. Cheap en-
ergy means consumers have more money
in their pockets to spend, spurring eco-
nomic activity and job growth.

During the 2010 Congressional race,
Representative Lance identified himself
as the “moderate incumbent.” Today, as
he attempts to move to the right, he is
now positioning himself as a “principled
and conservative” Republican. However,
Representative Lance voted for Cap and
Trade, a horrendously large carbon tax
scheme that was supported by most lib-
erals. This scheme is now being imple-
mented by the Obama EPA, which is
imposing carbon dioxide emission regu-
lations designed to shut down coal-pow-
ered power plants. This will result in
electricity rates “necessarily skyrocket-
ing,” in the words of President Obama.
Representative Lance also believes that
America’s energy use must be curbed by
making it more expensive as reflected in
his recent vote with Obama to keep the
moratorium on drilling for oil and gas.

Flatter, fairer, and less taxation is the
path to restoring the American Dream.

David Larsen, Candidate
GOP 7th Dist. Congressional

Today marks National Tax Freedom
Day, when the average Americans has
earned enough money to pay this year’s
combined federal, state, and local tax
bill, as calculated by The Tax Founda-
tion. This year’s national date, April
17, falls four days later than in 2011,
due to higher federal income and cor-

porate tax collections. New Jersey ’s
tax freedom day falls two weeks later
on May 1.

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R, Westfield),
said today’s observance is a reminder
that reducing the tax burden must be
among the highest priorities for legis-
lators.

“Tax Freedom Day is a reminder of
just how much it costs to run govern-
ment. New Jersey workers already pay
more than their fair share in taxes. It is
time to provide them relief by reducing
their income tax burden. The best way to
attract jobs and keep people in New
Jersey is to lower their taxes and let them
keep more of their hard-earned money.”

Tax Freedom Day

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Carucage – Act of plowing
2. Smaragdine – Pertaining to the em-

erald
3. Whirret – To slap; to annoy
4. Lilt – A gay, graceful song

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

ABATJOUR
1. One who steals herds of cattle, in

distinction from one who steals a head or
two

2. Skylight that admits or deflects light
3. A slaughterhouse for animals
4. A daydreamer

NORIA
1. A water wheel with buckets
2. The prickly pear
3. A large sea bird; the cormorant
4. A nurse

TALARIA
1. An earthworm
2. A spider that catches its prey by

chasing them
3. Contagious disease of goats, charac-

terized by by failing appetite and a gradual
wasting away

4. Winged sandals
LIMBAT

1. A cool northwest wind of Cyprus
2. An outer jacket made of tough, long-

wearing fabric
3. A courlan, a bird found in the West

Indies and Florida
4. A manrope beside a ladder

United Fund Looks for
Campaign Donations
Spring has sprung in Westfield. The

flowering trees are in their glory,
homeowners are sprucing up their yards,
and the fields are alive again with chil-
dren playing sports. As we all eagerly
anticipate the rising temperatures of
spring, let us not forget another impor-
tant thermometer — the Westfield United
Fund’s fundraising thermometer, a fix-
ture in the North Avenue train station
parking lot. The WUF thermometer is as
much a Westfield landmark as any, and
what it represents is as much a part of the
fabric of Westfield as anything else—a
community of caring.

For 75 years, the Westfield United
Fund has enhanced the lives of all of our
citizens, either directly or indirectly, by
identifying areas of need and supporting
the organizations that meet those needs.
The money raised in Westfield stays in
Westfield, and funds are distributed by a
volunteer panel of citizens who serve
only with the best interests of our town in
mind.

Great towns like Westfield are not
created by accident. Westfield is a re-
markable community not because of its
beautiful homes, vibrant downtown or
enviable schools; what really makes
Westfield special is its people. Westfield
is a community that cares. Thanks to the
generous support of hundreds of donors,
the WUF fundraising thermometer is very
nearly to the top. But additional funds are
needed to help us reach our goal. Reach-
ing our goal will ensure that no funding
cuts to our member agencies will be
necessary and that critical services and
programs can continue to meet the needs
of area residents. The 2011-2012 Cam-
paign ends on April 30. If you have not
made a donation to the WUF this year, I
urge you to please do so now. Your
support will make a tremendous differ-
ence in the lives of many. To donate,
please visit our website at
www.westfieldunitedfund.org. Thank
you.

Kimberly Benou
Campaign Co-Chair, Westfield

United Fund


