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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Advance warning was given to
the visiting Cranford High School
boys lacrosse team when Scotch
Plains-Fanwood got an early jump
in the first quarter, but a furious
fourth-quarter assault catapulted
the Raiders to a 12-6 victory on
April 7.

The Raiders had a 4-1 lead at
the half but slipped somewhat in
the third quarter to carry a 5-3
lead into the fourth quarter then
Cougar Dan Murphy notched his
second goal within the first three
minutes to tighten the score, 5-
4. But the wrath of the Raiders
opened the floodgates with a
deluge of four unanswered goals
within a two-minute span to sink
the Cougars. The Raiders won
the quarter, 7-3, and senior co-
captain Dan Nizolak, who could
not find the net in the first three
quarters, netted all three of his
goals in the fourth.

“I had nothing those first three
quarters, so the fourth was big.
They were getting close. We
didn’t do much in the third quar-
ter, so we stepped it up in the
fourth. We started taking the ball
to the goal. We had one almost
garbage goal on the crease. We
picked it up,” Nizolak said.

“We told Danny that he had to
play a breakout game. He’s a
special player. He had a huge
fourth quarter. That pretty much
ended the game,” Raider Head
Coach Nick Miceli said.

RUBIN SCORES TWO GOALS, GETS ASSIST; MURPHY TWO GOALS; DELUCA GOAL, ASSIST

Raider Boys Shock Cougars in Lacrosse Showdown, 12-6
The Raiders were hungry from

the start and quickly seized a 2-
0 lead midway through the first
quarter with respective goals
from Nate Woerner and Jack
Cunningham, who finished the
game with three goals and an

assist. Murphy, on an assist from
Stefan Fedorchak, scored to
make the score, 2-1, at the end
of the quarter.

“That was the big thing the
coaches wanted us to do. They
wanted us to come out strong

and really take it to them. We
were physical. We were kind of
knocking them back on their

feet,” Nizolak said.
“We had a big practice yester-

day. We told them that we had to
come out and punch them in the
face, and that’s what we did. We
wanted to get a lot of shots and
push out on their offense in the

first quarter,” Coach Miceli said.
The Raiders continued to con-

trol the tempo and won the sec-
ond quarter, 2-0, with respec-
tive goals from Matt Greenberg,

who finished with three goals
and an assist, and Christian Gor-
don, who finished with two goals.
In the meantime, the Raiders’
defense refused to give an inch.

“Our goalies and our poles,
that’s what keeps our team to-
gether. They give us a great
look in practice going against a
power offense. It definitely
helped us out today,” Coach
Miceli said.

“Our senior goaltender, Rich
Polhamus, really stepped it up,”
Nizolak said.

Polhamus finished with five
saves, while Cougar goalie Wills
Roman had seven. The Raiders
had a slight, 22-21, advantage
on shots on goal but won the
face-offs, 13-8. Cougar Tom
Fitzgerald finished with two
goals, and Jonathan Rubin fin-
ished with two goals and an
assist.

“It was probably our biggest
win besides beating Johnson last
year. It means a lot for the county
tournament,” Nizolak said.

“This was a huge statement
game for our team. Cranford
was a team that beat us by more
than 10 goals last year, and they
were also in the county champi-
onship game. For us to come
down and beat them by six is
huge. We beat Newark Acad-
emy, which is another team that
beat us by more than 10 last
year, so those are two teams
that beat us by a combined score
of over 20 goals. We are going to
look at the season one game at
a time as payback games. We
have a lot of teams to pay back,”
Coach Miceli said.
Cranford 1 0 2 3 6
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 2 2 1 7 12

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ON THE ATTACK…Cougar Andrew DeLuca, No. 1, tries to maneuver around Raider defender Joe Kostecki, No. 12.
DeLuca had a goal and two assists. The Raiders defeated the Cougars, 12-6, in Scotch Plains on April 7.
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