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GRIBBIN RAPS WINNING TW0-RUN DOUBLE IN TENTH

Brewster Gets 500th in 10th,
Blue Devils Nip Raiders, 8-7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Miracles still remained in the
Westfield High School baseball
team’s bag of last-inning comeback
tricks from last year’s magical sea-
son when senior Jon Gribbin rapped
a two-run double to cap a six-run

rally in the bottom of the 10th inning
to earn the Blue Devils an 8-7 victory
over Scotch Plains-Fanwood at Bob
Brewster, Sr. Field in Westfield on
April 3.

With 499 career victories after the
loss to Manalapan in the Group 4
Championship game, Blue Devil

Head Coach Bob Brewster had to
wait nearly an entire year to get win
No. 500, and it looked like he would
have to wait a little longer when the
Raiders blew out a 2-2 tie with five
runs in the top of the 10th, before the
Blue Devils’ last at-bat wizardry el-
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At any moment, a great moment.®
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by legendary architect A.W. Tillinghast, the Picasso of course architects.
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NIZOLAK, CUNNINGHAM, GREENBERG SCORE 3 EACH

Raider Boys Shock Cougars
In Lacrosse Showdown, 12-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Advance warning was given to the
visiting Cranford High School boys
lacrosse team when Scotch Plains-
Fanwood got an early jump in the
first quarter, but a furious fourth-
quarter assault catapulted the Raid-
ers to a 12-6 victory on April 7.

The Raiders had a 4-1 lead at the
half but slipped somewhat in the third
quarter to carry a 5-3 lead into the
fourth quarter then Cougar Dan
Murphy notched his second goal
within the first three minutes to tighten
the score, 5-4. But the wrath of the
Raiders opened the floodgates with a
deluge of four unanswered goals

within a two-minute span to sink the
Cougars. The Raiders won the quar-
ter, 7-3, and senior co-captain Dan
Nizolak, who could not find the net in
the first three quarters, netted all three
of his goals in the fourth.

“I had nothing those first three
quarters, so the fourth was big. They
were getting close. We didn’t do much
in the third quarter, so we stepped it
up in the fourth. We started taking the
ball to the goal. We had one almost
garbage goal on the crease. We picked
it up,” Nizolak said.

“We told Danny that he had to play

a breakout game. He’s a special player.
He had a huge fourth quarter. That
pretty much ended the game,” Raider
Head Coach Nick Miceli said.

The Raiders were hungry from the
start and quickly seized a 2-0 lead
midway through the first quarter with
respective goals from Nate Woerner
and Jack Cunningham, who finished
the game with three goals and an as-
sist. Murphy, on an assist from Stefan
Fedorchak, scored to make the score,
2-1, at the end of the quarter.

“That was the big thing the coaches
wanted us to do. They wanted us to
come out strong and really take it to
them. We were physical. We were

D’ANGELO HRS; WILLIAMSON 3 PERFECT INNINGS

Baseball Cougars Get Jump
On Raiders, Snatch 8-3 Win

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior lefthander Ryan Williamson
tossed three perfect innings, while
the offense packed on eight unan-
swered runs en route to an 8-3
Cranford Cougar victory over the
hosting Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School baseball team on April 5.

Williamson struck out six of the
nine batters he faced before Alex
Plick took to the mound in the fourth
inning. In his three innings, Plick
yielded one hit, a two-run home run
to Raider James D’Angelo in the fifth
inning, and walked two, while fan-
ning one. Chris Folinusz tossed the
seventh inning and allowed one run
on two hits and hit a batter, while

striking out one.
The Raiders, who started only two

seniors in the field, put freshman
Kevin Maxwell on the mound. Max-
well allowed seven runs and eight
hits, while walking one, hitting a bat-
ter and fanning three, before being
relieved with one out in the fourth by
senior Anthony Krajscik, who gave
up a run on four hits, while striking
out one, walking one and hitting one
batter.

“Maxwell competed up there. He
is going to get better as the season
goes on. There were only a couple of
balls hit hard and a lot of little dinks
that made it through. That’s what
good teams do. They find ways to
score runs,” Raider Head Coach Tom

Baylock said.
Sean Feeney (2 runs scored) held

the hottest metal stick for the Cou-
gars with an RBI triple, an RBI double
and a single in four at-bats.

“Sean had a nice day. You know
what you are getting with Sean. He
comes to play every day,” Cougar
Head Coach Dennis McCaffrey said.

Folinusz (RBI, run scored)
whacked a pair of doubles.
Williamson (RBI) had two singles,
and John Armstrong (run scored)
doubled and singled in his two at-
bats. Eric Garguilo (2 runs scored)
yanked a two-run double, Andrew
DiFranco (RBI, run scored) doubled
and Plick singled.
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Probitas Verus Honos
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING AIRBORNE TO TOUCH HOME…Blue Devil James O’Rourke goes airborne to touch home plate in the first
inning as Raider catcher Ryan Henkels stops the throw. The Blue Devils scored six runs in the bottom of the 10th to win
8-7, giving Head Coach Bob Brewster his 500th career victory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WILD PLAY AT THE PLATE…Cougar Sean Feeney, center, scores on a sacrifice fly as Raider catcher Matt Ridge, No.
44, turns to get the bad throw in the first inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHECKED BY A LONG STICK…Raider midfielder Christian Gordon, No. 7, tries to maneuver around the long stick of
Cougar Jack Nunziata, No. 5. The Raiders defeated the Cougars, 12-6, in Scotch Plains on April 7.

Cougar Nine Top Blue Devils, 9-1
Photo on page 16, Story Next Week


