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Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
EGG HUNT…The Lions Club of Westfield sponsored the 77th annual Easter Egg Hunt held at Mindowaskin Park on
Saturday. Over 1,200 eggs were collected in less than one minute by eager participants.

MUNICIPALITY

HOUSEHOLD
IMPACT COUNTY TAX 2012  

TOTAL COUNTY TAX 2012 BY
MUNICIPALITY

AVERAGE PER HOUSEHOLD    

  INCREASE DIFFERENCE         

2011 $12.3 MIL 2011-2012     2011 2012

BERKELEY
HEIGHTS $2,433 $2,502 $69     $14,090,197.88 $14,487,908.72

CLARK $1,740 $1,885 $145     $10,512,369.61 $11,367,950.95

CRANFORD $1,867 $1,999 $132      $16,926,821.31 $17,995,009.98

ELIZABETH   $1,209 $1,194 -$15      $31,680,133.45 $31,055,111.24

FANWOOD   $1,759 $1,880 $121      $4,743,955.05 $5,078,331.81

GARWOOD   $1,548 $1,660 $112      $2,832,712.47 $3,042,425.09

HILLSIDE   $1,109 $1,132 $23      $8,153,264.41 $8,313,174.36

KENILWORTH   $1,373 $1,474 $101      $6,849,577.94 $7,043,105.97

LINDEN   $1,213 $1,246 $33      $24,083,961.15 $24,860,473.65

MOUNTAINSIDE   $2,395 $2,597 $202      $7,072,304.44 $7,646,218.92

NEW
PROVIDENCE   $2,298 $2,485 $187      $10,471,278.22 $11,321,454.81

PLAINFIELD   $1,118 $1,107 -$11      $12,517,401.63 $12,378,961.00

RAHWAY   $1,230 $1,264 $34      $13,652,046.27 $13,835,875.64

ROSELLE   $1,049 $1,011 -$38      $6,877,087.03 $6,591,794.08

ROSELLE PARK   $1,245 $1,264 $19      $5,062,050.87 $5,131,298.53

SCOTCH PLAINS   $2,011 $2,181 $170      $16,366,083.08 $17,727,103.94

SPRINGFIELD   $1,748 $1,821 $73      $12,142,220.85 $12,658,503.40

SUMMIT   $3,613 $4,006 $393      $27,808,360.67 $30,807,086.26

UNION   $1,283 $1,338 $55      $29,302,996.61 $30,099,189.77

WESTFIELD   $2,910 $3,109 $199      $29,955,405.31 $32,027,934.95

WINFIELD   $77 $80 $3      $68,308.75 $74,169.93

AVERAGE TAX
TOWN   $1,678 $1,773       13,865,168 14,454,433

AVERAGE TAX
INCREASE   $94 $96       $657,732 $589,264

PRIOR YEAR
TAX LEVY   $277,356,170 $291,168,537    $277,356,170 $291,168,537

CURRENT
YEAR TAX
LEVY   $291,168,537 $303,543,083    $291,168,537 $303,543,083

DOLLAR
INCREASE   $13,812,367 $12,374,546     $13,812,367 $12,374,546

PERCENT
INCREASE   4.98% 4.25%       4.98% 4.25%

COUNTY TAX
RATE   0.412358807510 0.44642503709       0.412358807510 0.44642503709

      $303,543,083.00

2012 TAX IMPACT ON AVERAGE HOUSEHOLD BY MUNICIPALITY

2012 TAX SUMMARY

County Tax Levy to Rise $12.4 M;
 WF to See $2.1 M Hike, CF $1.1 M

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — Union County Man-
ager Al Faella last week released a
proposed budget of $483.9 million
for 2012 with $303.5 million to be
raised in county taxes, an increase of
$12.4 million over last year. Last
year’s tax levy increase was $13.8
million over 2010.

The introduction of the budget is
scheduled for Thursday, April 19,
with adoption anticipated for Thurs-
day, May 31. County officials antici-
pate that the tax levy may be reduced
before its adoption as the freeholders
last week approved the refinancing
of multiple series of bonds that could
generate an additional savings of be-
tween $2 and $4 million for the
county, Mr. Faella told The Westfield
Leader. That transaction is pending
approval from the state’s Local Fi-
nance Board.

Mr. Faella said if approved, county
officials and the freeholders would

discuss the “various options that could
be utilized” with the savings. Free-
holder Fiscal Affairs Committee
Chairman Dan Sullivan said those
discussions would have to occur be-
fore final adoption of the budget.

Locally, Westfield will pay
$32,027,934 in county taxes, a $2.1-
million increase over 2011, with the
average assessed home to pay $3,109,
or $199 over last year. Scotch Plains
residents will see an increase of $1.4
million for a total tax of $17,727,103,
which amounts to $2,181 per aver-
age home, or $170 over last year.
Fanwood will pay $5,078,331, up
$334,376, with the average assessed
home to pay $1,880, or $121 over
2011.

Cranford homeowners will pay
$17,995,009, an increase of $1.1
million, with average taxes per home
amounting to $1,999, or $132 over
last year.

Garwood residents will pay
$3,042,425, a hike of $209,713, with

homeowners to pay an average of
$1,660, or $112 over 2011, while
Mountainside residents face a total
tax hike of $573,914 to $7,646,218.
The average borough assessed home
will pay $2,597 in county taxes, which
is $204 over last year. (For a com-
plete county list, please see chart on
below).

In his budget letter to the freehold-
ers dated April 4, Mr. Faella said the
county faced a budget hole of $36
million this year. Layoffs of 280
employees have been announced, al-
though county officials said negotia-
tions with county employee unions
are still ongoing. In anticipation of
the layoffs, which will be finalized
by June 1, the county has budgeted
$1.6 million for unemployment com-
pensation insurance, $1.3 million over
last year.

Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella
said he was hopeful that the county
unions “would all come to the table

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

WF Road Resurfacing
To Begin Tomorrow

WESTFIELD - The town has an-
nounced that work on the resurfacing
of the following roadways (listed
below) is anticipated to occur this
Friday, April 13, beginning at ap-
proximately 11 p.m., weather per-
mitting. It is expected that this work
will take approximately eight hours
to complete.

Resurfacing will include:  Elm
Street – Quimby Street to Municipal
Lot 4; East Broad Street – Elm Street
to Central Avenue; Prospect Street –
East Broad Street to Ferris Place.

For more information,  questions
or concerns during the course of the
work, please call the police depart-
ment at (908) 789-4000.

Carlton Franklin

‘76 Murder Suspect Had Served on
Vandalism Panel,  Burglary Arrest

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader
PLAY BALL... Approximately $100,000 in renovations and upgrades to Gumbert
Field in Westfield are near completion just days before the Saturday, April 14,
opening day.

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – In the wake of an
arrest made in the brutal 1976 rape
and murder of Lena Triano, despite
being charged as a juvenile, The Star
Ledger revealed the name of the ac-
cused as Carlton Franklin, a 1979
graduate of Westfield High School,
who was just 15 at the time of the
murder.

While the Union County Prosecu-
tor Theodore Romankow had said
last week that he would file a motion
to have the suspect’s name released,
the prosecutor’s office could not com-
ment on a timeline for such motions

as they are not permitted to comment
on juvenile matters.
Despite the fact that the
suspect is now 51 years
old, he was a juvenile at
the time the crime was
committed, and thus has
to be treated as a juve-
nile and under the laws
as they existed in 1976.

According to The
Westfield Leader ar-
chives, Franklin was
appointed to a Youth
Advisory Committee
on Vandalism in September of 1977,
just a year after he allegedly mur-

dered Ms. Triano. According to the
article, Franklin was ap-
pointed by then Fourth
Ward Council candidate
Herb Kessler. Mr.
Kessler was elected to
the seat, and chose to
serve a single term. When
contacted by The Leader,
Mr. Kessler said that he
has “no recollection of
that event” and said that
it was likely that Franklin
was recommended to
him by another commit-

tee member. Mr. Kessler’s daughter,
Lisa, also served on the committee. A
phone call to her was not returned as
of press time.

According to the archives the com-
mittee was formed as a way to com-
bat a serious vandalism problem that
was taking place at the time. Over the
course of several months the town
was not without an act of vandalism
for a period of more than two days.

Franklin next appears in the ar-
chives in April of 1980 when he was
arrested and charged with a Stirling
Place burglary along with Ralph
Petterway. The two were held on
$10,000 bail.

Then on November 6, 1981
Franklin broke into the Lawrence
Avenue home of Donald Garrigan,
holding him, his wife Annmarie, and
son Paul hostage. According to The
Leader archives, Franklin held the
family hostage for several hours be-
fore instructing Mr. Garrigan to with-
draw money from two banks. While
at the bank, Mr. Garrigan was able to
alert an employee that he was being
held hostage and police surrounded
the home. Detective Bernard Tracey,
who would later become Westfield’s
police chief, broke through the door
after a scuffle broke out between
Franklin and Mr. Garrigan after which
the Garrigan family escaped the
home.

Franklin retreated to the basement
prompting several hours of negotia-
tions between him and members of
the police department ultimately
ended with his capture after he was
subdued by Sergeant Owen McCabe
when he reached for a pack of ciga-
rettes.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Baseball Fields Take Shape
As Season Begins Saturday

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Opening day for
the Westfield Baseball League sea-
son will be this Saturday, April 14, at
12:30 p.m. Westfield Councilman
Frank Arena, who is council liaison
to the town’s recreation commission,
told the group at its Monday night
meeting, that Mayor Andy Skibitsky
will be there to cut the ribbon to the
newly refurbished Gumbert Park.

“Gumbert Park looks great,” Rec-
reation Director Bruce Kaufmann
said. He said the fence is being fin-
ished, banners have been dropped off
and the scoreboard is working. The
cost of the upgrade was $29,000.

Mr. Kaufmann said the Memorial
Field infield has been cleaned up and
benches and home plate at field two
will be put in place this week. He also
said the backstop at field three would
be installed. The recreation director
said improvements at the Jefferson
Field would not be completed this
year.

Commissioner Peter Echausse
asked that a detailed list of approved
and completed projects and costs be
compiled to present to the Union
County Kids Recreation Trust Fund
for the department to recoup money
by way of 50/50 matching grants
with the county.

Mr. Kaufmann said the department
is still looking for sponsors for the
Sunday, May 20 5K Run and one-
mile Family Fun Run/Walk at
Tamaques Park. Members of the
Westfield High School Leaders Club
will be on hand to help, along with
the recreation commissioners.

Entry fees for the race are as fol-
lows: 5K, $20 by May 1 and $25 after
that date, and on the day of the race;
Fun Run/Walk, $8 by May 1 and $10
after that date and on race day. Par-
ticipants will meet at the Tamaques
Park picnic area at 8 a.m. The Fun
Run will be at 9 a.m., followed by the
5K Race at 9:30 a.m.

To register online, visit

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield Council Appoints
David Wayman Police Chief

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Town Council voted unanimously to
make Captain David Wayman
Westfield’s new police chief on Tues-
day night. Chief John Parizeau an-
nounced his retirement last month
following a 31-year career with the
department.

As chairwoman of the Public Safety
Committee, Councilwoman JoAnn
Neylan moved the resolution follow-
ing a closed session to appoint Chief
Wayman, saying it was her “pleasure
and honor.”

“I just want to say that the public
will be very impressed with him,”
Mayor Andy Skibitsky said. He added
that Chief Wayman will be a “great
ambassador” and that he “raises the
bar to the next level.”

In accordance with the Town Code,
Chief Wayman was recommended to
the council for approval by Town
Administrator James Gildea.

“I am proud and honored to be
named chief of not only the depart-
ment, but the Westfield Police De-
partment. We have a great depart-
ment of men and women and I look
forward to working with them and
the community to better the depart-
ment, to make it the best in the state,”
Chief Wayman told The Westfield
Leader.

Chief Wayman has been on the
Westfield police force for 24 years.
He started in the patrol division and

worked his way up the ranks from
detective, to sergeant, to lieutenant
and most recently, captain, for the
past six years. Chief Wayman is a
graduate of Arthur L. Johnson High
School in Clark and a resident of
Westfield. His appointment as chief
became effective Wednesday.

The department’s other captain,
Cliff Auchter, “opted out of the pro-
cess,” according to Mr. Gildea.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a resolution by a vote of 7-2 to
support the installation of a HAWK
pedestrian crossing signal at the North
Avenue mid-block crosswalk in front

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
NEW CHIEF…The Westfield Town Council voted unanimously to make Cap-
tain David Wayman Westfield’s new police chief on Tuesday night. The Westfield
Leader’s Betsey Burgdorf talks with Chief Wayman about his goals for the
department.
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and try to save some jobs.”
“Some of them have and many of

them haven’t (negotiated with the
county),” Mr. Mirabella said. As pre-
viously reported by The Leader, unions
representing the county police and
engineers have agreed as a counter
offer to the county to give up three
days pay for each of their their mem-
bers. The county has a dozen collec-
tive bargaining units.

A notice published online by the
Health Professionals and Allied Em-
ployees Local 5112, representing
nurses at Runnells Specialized Hospi-
tal, has indicated the county’s initial
request was for 10 days for the year.

In his letter, Mr. Faella said the
county’s ratable base has plummeted
$9 billion to $69 billion this year, from
$78 billion the past few years, follow-
ing the 2008 recession, the county
manager noted.

County officials announced last
month that $10 million of the budget
gap was closed through the layoffs, as
well as through the elimination of
MusicFest, Kids Kingdom and Rhythm
& Blues by the Brook. In addition, the
division of consumer affairs was elimi-
nated for a savings of $145,000, and
the budgets for Freeholder Scholars,
Senior Scholars and College for Teens
were cut in half. Another $850,000 in
cost savings was generated from more
cost-effective measures regarding
things such as computers, copiers, toner,
fuel consumption, cell phones and
Blackberries.

Mr. Faella has blamed the tax in-
crease on a number of factors, includ-
ing state aid cuts to the county’s 900-
inmate jail and Runnells Specialized
Hospital. The county is to receive
$500,000 in state funding for the cor-
rections facility this year, down a half
million from 2011 and $3 million
from a few years ago.

The county is looking to reorganize
and privatize Runnells, which the
county manager noted is “operating at
an unacceptable $14-million deficit,
due in part to state cuts in funding and
rising contractual costs.” The county
has appealed its reimbursement in
Medicaid funding from the state dat-
ing back to 2008 after the state changed
how reimbursement rates are deter-
mined.

The funding for nurses, Mr. Faella
said, “would bring $5 million” in ad-
ditional funding if the county wins its
appeal. The county is also seeking
$1.7 million from Middlesex County
for three years of usage for beds in
the psychiatric unit at Runnells.

Mandated costs – including con-
tractual salaries, pensions and health
insurance – are up $17 million over
last year, with health insurance ac-
counting for $11 million of that
amount.

In addition to Runnells, the county
manager said the county would also
look into privatizing Watchung
Stables, noting that the facility is
running a $600,000 deficit despite an
increase in fees a few years ago.

“We will be evaluating all phases
of that,” Mr. Faella told The Leader.

In terms of Runnells, some 129
the layoffs are said to be coming
from laundry, physical therapy and
housekeeping operations, which
might be privatized. The executive
budget notes that a total privatization
of the hospital would also be consid-
ered.

“Everything is on the table. We
are still looking at what makes the
most sense not only for the hospital,
but for the budget and the residents
of Union County,” Mr. Mirabella
told The Leader.

In terms of privatization of other
operations, Mr. Mirabella reiterated
that the county would “leave our
options open for whatever is best for
the long-term health of the finances
of the county.” He said the county
budget would now be a “12-month
budget process.”

“The key message is that the
county manager has delivered a bud-

get that is balanced and that is in
accordance with the (state) cap. The
other key message is that we are
looking at this as a year-round bud-
get process…All year-round we will
be looking at the budget,” Mr.
Mirabella said.

The county is $4.2 million under
the state’s 2-percent cap, according
to the executive budget. Another
$10.9 million in spending increases
are outside of the state’s cap. They
include: $4.1 million in health care
cost increases, $692,487 for pen-
sion cost increases and $5.9 million
in debt service and capital lease in-
creases.

County taxes have risen over 100
percent, or $153.4 million, since
2000, according to previous county
budgets. In the mid-1990s, during
Governor Christine Todd Whitman’s
Administration, the salaries and ben-
efits for Superior Court judges and
their staffs were moved to the state
budget. Union County budgets were
essentially flat or dropped from 1996
through 2000. The tax levy dropped
$800,000 in 1997 and $1.5 million
in 1998 and was flat in 1999 and
2000. The largest tax increase in
recent years was $17.5 million in
2003.

The 2012 budget includes $13 mil-
lion to support the Union County
College system, $4.3 million for the
Vocational-Technical Schools and
$115,562 for the Rutgers Extension
Cooperative Service, a $211,000 cut
to the Extension from last year.

Revenue projections include $2 mil-
lion from the Union County Utilities
Authority as part of the lease exten-
sion with Covanta Energy; $1.8 mil-
lion from the county clerk’s office;
$1.1 million from the sheriff’s office;
$5.7 million from parks and recre-
ation; $475,000 from the franchise fee
for the county-owned Jersey Gardens
Mall in Elizabeth, and $1.9 million in
the rent of beds at the Juvenile Deten-
tion Center in Linden. Another $5.3
million is from the county’s open space
trust fund for debt service payments.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

County Taxes to Rise $12.4 M

raceforum.com/Westfield. To register
by mail, write to Westfield Recreation
Commission, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090. For more infor-
mation or to volunteer, or to be a spon-
sor, call (908) 789-4080 or e-mail
tkastner@Westfieldnj.gov. Proceeds
will benefit drug and alcohol aware-
ness programs for teens.

Mr. Kaufmann said the deadline for
Westfield Memorial Pool membership
fees is today, Thursday, April 12, at
4:30 p.m. He said more than $700,000
in pool fees has already been received.
Assistant Recreation Director Dee
Kaufmann said a combination of e-
mail reminders and traditional mail
has been successful in receipt of mem-
bership fees. Mr. Kaufmann stressed
that he could not be more pleased with
the contractor chosen to complete up-
grades to the pool in a timely manner.

He also said that he and the assistant
director had attended the Westfield
Board of Health meeting on April 2
where a resolution was being drafted
to present to the board of education
about banning smoking in and around
the site of any school-sponsored events.
Included in the measure will be state-
mandated signage, one request for com-
pliance, and if that is ignored, fines
ranging from $50 to $250.

“Now they can go out in the parking
lot and smoke. If this passes, they will
not be able to smoke anywhere,” Mr.
Kaufmann said.

Councilman Arena invited the com-
missioners to attend the Tuesday, April
24, council meeting when the new
municipal budget will be adopted.

The next meeting of the recreation
commission will be Monday, May 7, at
7:30 p.m. in the commission’s meeting
room at the municipal building.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Rec

Cranford Committee Plans
Further Budget Meetings

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Township residents
will have another opportunity to pro-
vide input on the proposed 2012 mu-
nicipal budget next week as the town-
ship committee continues to seek ways
to cut expenditures and lower what is
now a proposed 4-percent increase in
the municipal portion of local prop-
erty-tax bills. The $33.7-million spend-
ing plan was introduced two weeks
ago, but a formal public hearing and
vote will not occur until June to allow
the governing body time to make
changes and to await final state aid
figures.

At the township committee’s regular
meeting on Tuesday, Deputy Mayor
Andis Kalnins said the finance sub-
committee, which he heads, was invit-
ing residents to speak with him at a
public hearing to be held on Tuesday,
April 17, from 7 to 9 p.m. in Room 108
at the municipal building. A similar
session was held last week.

In other business at Tuesday’s meet-
ing, the committee approved an amend-
ment to a proposed ordinance regulat-
ing the feeding of wildlife on public
and private property. Two weeks ago,
the committee put off final action on
the ordinance after concerns were raised
about the scope of the proposed restric-
tions, with some residents worrying
that even the feeding of birds would
result in penalties. On Tuesday, the
committee, by a 4-to-1 vote, approved
the amendment that Commissioner Lisa
Adubato Nesi said would provide more
clarification on what is and is not per-
mitted.

“You can feed the birds,” she said,
“as long as it doesn’t create an unrea-
sonable disturbance,” such as causing
excessive droppings in an area or at-
tracting rodents. She said bird feeders,
if they are used, must be at least four
feet above the ground. The penalties
for violating the ordinance also will be
lessened, with a first offense resulting
in a written warning instead of a fine.
Commissioner Edward O’Malley voted
against the amendment, maintaining
that its language was still vague regard-
ing the feeding of birds. The final vote
on the ordinance will be held on Tues-
day, May 8.

The budget for the Downtown Man-
agement Corp. was introduced on Tues-

day. The $150,909 spending plan will
be financed by an assessment of 20
cents per $100 of assessed value, an
increase of one-half cent from last year.
The proposed budget is $7,309 higher
than last year’s, according to Deputy
Mayor Kalnins, who said the increase
was due to higher expenditures for
maintenance and improvement pur-
poses. The public hearing will be held
on Tuesday, May 8.

Commissioner O’Malley announced
that the annual river cleanup would
take place on Saturday, April 21. With
a good deal of debris from Hurricane
Irene still present in the river, he urged
residents to take part because “we’ll
need a lot of hands for this.” Commis-
sioner Kevin Campbell also put in a
word for the event, saying that last
August’s storm “probably washed half
of Essex County into our town.”

At the start of the meeting, Girl Scout
Troop No. 40951 led the flag salute.
Mayor David Robinson presented reso-
lutions of congratulations to four newly
minted Eagle Scouts, including Kieran
Grant, Kevin Strotz, Matthew Van Pelt
and Edward Guillen. He also issued
a proclamation declaring April as
Alcohol Awareness Month. And he
announced that Governor Chris
Christie had presented the munici-
pality with an American flag that
had flown over the new World Trade
Center tower on September 11,
2011.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
DIVING BACK TO FIRST…Blue Devil birthday boy, James O’Rourke, dives
back to first base as Raider pitcher James D’Angelo tosses to Brad Alleman in the
first inning. After the Raiders scored five runs in the 10th inning, the Blue Devils
scored six to earn an 8-7 win on April 3 and to give Coach Bob Brewster his 500th
career victory. See story on page 11.

Franklin pled guilty to kidnapping
and robbery for which he served just
over 17 years before being paroled in
1999. Mr. and Mrs. Garrigan have
since moved out of Westfield, but
their 40th Wedding anniversary was
announced in the October 31, 1993
edition of The Leader.

As Friday, April 6, Franklin had an
active Facebook page, which contained
a cell phone number for him. When
called, a woman who answered hung
up on the newspaper. As of Monday the
page had been removed.

Franklin was also highlighted in the
Mitchell Supreme Fuel Co. Spring/
Summer 2008 newsletter. The newslet-
ter says that when not working Franklin,
spends time with his fiancé and his
three children. According to the news-
letter, “Over the years, he has devel-
oped a solid reputation among Mitchell
Supreme customers.”

The Triano murder occurred on
March 14, 1976 at her home on Ripley
Place. On June 30, Josephine Plasecka,
of Cacciola Place was knifed repeat-
edly on June 30 of that year when she
apparently was surprised by an intruder
when she returned home from grocery
shopping. Neither the prosecutor’s of-
fice or the Westfield Police could con-
firm whether or not the case was ever
solved as of press time.

of Lord & Taylor. Councilman Dave
Haas and Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins voted against the resolution.

Councilwoman Kimmins said that
she was “really concerned” and said
that given the controversy surrounding
the HAWK signal on Central Avenue,
she did not feel comfortable approving
the resolution without seeing reports or
diagrams. She said that it, “behooves
us to make sure we make the right
decision.”

Councilman Jim Foerst said that
while people come to the microphone
at meetings and say “what if,” the North
Avenue  location had already had a
fatality. He said that while the HAWK
is new, he feels the council should
approve it if it is, “in any way going to
improve the safety.”

Councilman Haas said he would
likely come to the same conclusion if
he were given time to review the stud-
ies and plans.

Councilwoman Neylan said the reso-
lution was the culmination of many
discussions in her committee.

The light was requested by Lord &
Taylor, and they engaged The RBA
Group and an engineering study was
done by Gordon Meth, the same engi-
neer employed by the town. Because
North Avenue is a county roadway, Mr.
Meth’s report was reviewed by their
firm, Pennoni Associates, which con-
curred.

The council’s resolution is a formal-
ity as the town will assume ownership
and will be required to maintain the
light after installation. The cost of the
installation will be born entirely by
Lord & Taylor.

The council’s vote on the HAWK
came after residents Maria Carluccio
and Greg Kasko once again voiced
their concerns regarding the safety of
the HAWK on Central Avenue.

Councilwoman Neylan also an-
nounced that a joint meeting of the
board of education and town council
will be held on Wednesday, April 18, at
7:30 p.m. in Westfield High School
(WHS) cafeteria B. The meeting is a
follow up to offer recommendations to
resolve parking and traffic problems in
the area of WHS and Edison Interme-
diate School.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council
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Garwood Approves $7.2 Mil.
Budget; Taxes Up $200,000

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil adopted a $7,160,257 municipal
budget with $5,415,039 to be raised in
taxes in a 5-1 vote Tuesday night.
Councilman Jim Mathieu was the sole
dissenter. The tax levy is almost
$200,000 over last year’s tax levy,
which was $5,217,055. The levy is
$46,368 under the 2 percent man-
dated tax levy cap. Homeowners will
see a municipal tax hike of $105 per
$100,000 of assessed value. The aver-
age assessed home in Garwood is
$103,000.

Tom Pedas, a resident and condo
owner at the newly built The Pointe
condominium complex on North Av-
enue, said residents at The Pointe pay
double the average taxes in the bor-
ough, which he said equated to about
$6,000 to $7,000.

“I feel I have been taken advantage
of by the builder and the Garwood
Council,” he said. The borough is fight-
ing a lawsuit by The Pointe about
paying for snow removal and other
related fees incurred at the property.
“Lower our taxes and let us pay our
own fees,” Mr. Pedas said.

Resident Bruce Paterson once again
brought up Councilman Lou
Petruzzelli’s health benefits of $24,266
this year. Mr. Petruzzelli pays approxi-
mately $250 toward his family health
plan and $600 for dental insurance
annually.

“I think that’s obscene,” Mr. Pater-
son said of how much the taxpayer
fronts for Mr. Petruzzelli’s benefits.
Mr. Petruzzelli is the only person on
council to receive benefits and has
been grandfathered under state law to
receive medical benefits from the bor-
ough.

Mr. Petruzzelli told The Westfield
Leader Mr. Paterson has called him
“numerous times” threatening of re-
calling his position.

“The Garwood Police Department
listened to the voice mails and deemed
them as threatening and harassment,”
Mr. Petruzzelli said.

When asked if he would consider
contributing more toward his health
benefits, Mr. Petruzzelli replied, “I am
not doing anything illegal that would
make me pay anything more than what
the law says, which is 1.5 percent of
the $1,500 because that is the salary,
or the stipend of a councilperson here
in Garwood.”

“The mayor has not sat down with
me at all to go through it,” he said.
Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi told The
Leader, “He should step up to the
plate. He should voluntarily do it.”

The budget includes a 2 percent
raise for the Recreation Director
Kathleen Pender, who receives a sal-
ary of about $7,000 per year. The
council’s Finance Committee Chair-
woman, Sara Todisco, said the Recre-
ation Commission asked for a 3 per-
cent raise. She also said the Recre-
ation Commission asked for a $4,000

increase in its budget, but the budget
Councilwoman Todisco and the fi-
nance committee presented shows a
$2,000 increase.

Ms. Todisco said the commission
has indicated they need more counse-
lors for summer recreation due to in-
creased participation and because the
commission is running more events.
In addition, the recreation director has
a cell phone, which is used as a hotline
and is a budget item.

“We met them halfway on this,” Ms.
Todisco said.

“In this climate…you gave a 2 per-
cent raise?” asked Mr. Paterson.

Borough Auditor Bill Switzer and
the borough’s Chief Financial Officer
Sandy Bruns attended Tuesday’s meet-
ing.

Mayor Quattrocchi also announced
that effective immediately, she has
relieved Mr. Mathieu of his duties as
liaison to the Recreation Commis-
sion.

During the previous council meet-
ing, Mr. Mathieu said during his com-
mittee report that people companied
they had not heard an update on the
athletic field complex. The mayor said
at the time there were no updates.

After hearing about what was said
by Mr. Mathieu at the meeting, Recre-
ation Commission Chairwoman Ri-
chard Bree e-mailed the mayor say-
ing, “…There may have been some
comments that may not have been our
opinion.” As a result the mayor said
she decided to relieve Mr. Mathieu as
liaison and Mr. Petruzzelli had offered
to replace him in his duties.

Later, Mr. Mathieu said Mr. Bree
had not attended the commission meet-
ing in question. “The Athletic Field
Complex to me is taboo. I was told by
my party that we are going to kill it
because of the maintenance costs,”
Mr. Mathieu said. He said neither
mayor, nor anyone on the commis-
sion, had called him to discuss his
committee report.

During new business portion of the
meeting, Councilman Victor De
Filippo said he agreed with Mr.
Paterson’s calling for Mr. Mathieu’s
resignation as a councilman.

“I have to agree, I think he should
resign. I think because of misconduct
he has managed to alienate almost
every department in the borough,” Mr.
De Filippo said.

In response, Mr. Mathieu said, “This
is the place to do that. Don’t call me at
midnight when you’re half in the bag
and don’t call me on Good Friday in
the evening, don’t call me repeatedly
- you have upset me and my wife with
your phone calls.”

Mr. Mathieu also accused Mr. De
Filippo of not showing up to council,
committee and planning board meet-
ings.

A resolution to revise the rate sched-
ule for 2012 industrial user charge for
waste to $2,683 per million gallons
was approved, 5-1, with Mr. Mathieu
voting no.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney
LOCAL INITIATIVE...Union County Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella, second from right, speaks with Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz,
center, TD Bank Vice-President and Retail Marketing Manager Beatrice Romao,
left, TD Bank Vice-President and Market President Dominick Miceli, second
from left, and Union County Manager Alfred Faella during the third session of
the Union County Means Business networking breakfast series.

BOE Hears Report on New
Teacher Evaluation System
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A report regard-
ing the new statewide implementa-
tion of a teacher evaluation system
was given by Barbara Ball, the
district’s human resources special-
ist, at the opening of the Westfield
Board of Education meeting Tues-
day night. In her report, Mrs. Ball
stated that the state has mandated
that a new evaluation system must
“be defined with a series of steps
towards implementation in 2012-
2013.”

She noted that included within
the series of steps is the formation
of a district advisory committee,
which will be comprised of teach-
ers, administrators and supervisors
along with at least one each of a
Board of Education member and a
district parent. She also noted that
the district has had a similar com-
mittee already in place called a Joint
Staff Evaluation Committee.

Mrs. Ball said to date the district
has already participated in “mul-
tiple state meetings” outlining the
four new evaluation systems being
piloted for the districts. She also
stated that Westfield has also
“brought a consultant at no charge
into the district to explain one model
in greater detail.” She reported that
a good evaluation system always
has “good two-way communica-
tion.”

She concluded by noting the new
system “will go into effect for the
2013-2014 school year.”

In other business, it was reported
that $722,250 was withdrawn from
the district’s maintenance reserve
account to fund three projects for

Westfield schools. A total of
$162,600 will be used to replace a
portion of windows at Edison Inter-
mediate School. Another $117,150
will be used to renovate two bath-
rooms at Edison. These two projects
will be completed over the summer.
The remaining $442,500 will be
used to replace boilers at the
Franklin and McKinley Elementary
Schools. The last project will start
in the summer and, according to
Interim Business Administrator
Vincent Yaniro, will “spill over into
September.”

It was also reported that 45 mem-
bers of the Westfield High School
Youth and Government Club and
their advisor, David Della Fera, par-
ticipated in a state government con-
ference in Trenton. Twenty high
schools participated in the confer-
ence, which was organized by the
YMCA. The outcome for Westfield
included an award for Best Delega-
tion. Five bills written by Westfield
students were passed and five of six
students awarded for outstanding
statespersons were from Westfield.
In addition, Westfield students won
awards for best Judicial Brief, Best
Judicial Advocate and Outstanding
Lobbyist. Four Westfield High
School students were also elected
to officer positions for next year.

The next BOE meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, April 24, at 8 p.m.
in the administrative building at 302
Elm Street.

See it all on the web!
www.goleader.com
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David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ELUDING A DEFENDER…Raider midfielder Kevin Lewis, left, tries to elude
the long stick of Cranford Cougar defender Dan Weber. The Raider boys lacrosse
team defeated Cranford, 12-6, in Scotch Plains on April 7. See story on page 11.

BOOKS AND BUNNIES…Members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Newcomers’ Club donated 115 children’s books to a
non-profit organization during the club’s Spring Egg Hunt on March 24. The books were delivered to The King’s Daughters
Day School in Plainfield. Participants also enjoyed a visit from the Easter Bunny. Children of Newcomers’ Club members
are pictured with the book donations. For more information on the club, visit scotchplains.com/newcomers/.

MUNICIPALITY

HOUSEHOLD
IMPACT COUNTY TAX 2012  

TOTAL COUNTY TAX 2012 BY
MUNICIPALITY

AVERAGE PER HOUSEHOLD    

  INCREASE DIFFERENCE         

2011 $12.3 MIL 2011-2012     2011 2012

BERKELEY
HEIGHTS $2,433 $2,502 $69     $14,090,197.88 $14,487,908.72

CLARK $1,740 $1,885 $145     $10,512,369.61 $11,367,950.95

CRANFORD $1,867 $1,999 $132      $16,926,821.31 $17,995,009.98

ELIZABETH   $1,209 $1,194 -$15      $31,680,133.45 $31,055,111.24

FANWOOD   $1,759 $1,880 $121      $4,743,955.05 $5,078,331.81

GARWOOD   $1,548 $1,660 $112      $2,832,712.47 $3,042,425.09

HILLSIDE   $1,109 $1,132 $23      $8,153,264.41 $8,313,174.36

KENILWORTH   $1,373 $1,474 $101      $6,849,577.94 $7,043,105.97

LINDEN   $1,213 $1,246 $33      $24,083,961.15 $24,860,473.65

MOUNTAINSIDE   $2,395 $2,597 $202      $7,072,304.44 $7,646,218.92

NEW
PROVIDENCE   $2,298 $2,485 $187      $10,471,278.22 $11,321,454.81

PLAINFIELD   $1,118 $1,107 -$11      $12,517,401.63 $12,378,961.00

RAHWAY   $1,230 $1,264 $34      $13,652,046.27 $13,835,875.64

ROSELLE   $1,049 $1,011 -$38      $6,877,087.03 $6,591,794.08

ROSELLE PARK   $1,245 $1,264 $19      $5,062,050.87 $5,131,298.53

SCOTCH PLAINS   $2,011 $2,181 $170      $16,366,083.08 $17,727,103.94

SPRINGFIELD   $1,748 $1,821 $73      $12,142,220.85 $12,658,503.40

SUMMIT   $3,613 $4,006 $393      $27,808,360.67 $30,807,086.26

UNION   $1,283 $1,338 $55      $29,302,996.61 $30,099,189.77

WESTFIELD   $2,910 $3,109 $199      $29,955,405.31 $32,027,934.95

WINFIELD   $77 $80 $3      $68,308.75 $74,169.93

AVERAGE TAX
TOWN   $1,678 $1,773       13,865,168 14,454,433

AVERAGE TAX
INCREASE   $94 $96       $657,732 $589,264

PRIOR YEAR
TAX LEVY   $277,356,170 $291,168,537    $277,356,170 $291,168,537

CURRENT
YEAR TAX
LEVY   $291,168,537 $303,543,083    $291,168,537 $303,543,083

DOLLAR
INCREASE   $13,812,367 $12,374,546     $13,812,367 $12,374,546

PERCENT
INCREASE   4.98% 4.25%       4.98% 4.25%

COUNTY TAX
RATE   0.412358807510 0.44642503709       0.412358807510 0.44642503709

      $303,543,083.00

2012 TAX IMPACT ON AVERAGE HOUSEHOLD BY MUNICIPALITY

2012 TAX SUMMARY

Courtesy of Jim Lowney
LOCAL INITIATIVE...Union County Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella, second from right, speaks with Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz,
center, TD Bank Vice President and Retail Marketing Manager, Beatrice Romao,
left, TD Bank Vice President and Market President Dominick Miceli, second
from left, and Union County Manager Alfred Faella during the third session of
the Union County Means Business networking breakfast series. The series, an
initiative of Freeholder Chairman Mirabella, is designed to bring local business
owners, prospective owners and managers in contact with information about
grants, loans, social media, employee recruitment, and other resources.

SP-F BOE to Award Bid for
Repairs to School Roofs

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Members of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education (BOE) met last Thursday
evening to set their meeting agenda
for the Thursday, April 26 meeting.
Board of Education President Trip
Whitehouse, along with other mem-
bers of the BOE, voted to award a bid
for roof replacements at the April 26
meeting.

During prior BOE meetings it was
reported that roof repairs were needed
for four district buildings, including
Brunner School, Evergreen School,
School One and Park Middle School.
All four of these buildings are ex-
pected to be repaired over the sum-
mer months and are expected to be
completed before the fall of 2012.

In February, BOE Facilities Com-
mittee member Warren McFall had
reported that these four schools

needed “critical roof repair work.”
He also noted that a full replacement
of these roofs was not necessary.

Last Thursday the board of educa-
tion also unanimously approved the
meeting schedule for the rest of the
school year up until the Thursday,
December 20 BOE meeting. It was
noted that agenda-setting meetings
would be held on Thursday, May 10;
Monday, June 4, and Thursdays, Sep-
tember 13, October 11, November 15
and December 13. It was also re-
ported that regular public meetings
are scheduled for Thursdays, May
24, June 28, August 23, September
20, October 18, November 29 and
December 13. All meetings are sched-
uled to start at 7:30 p.m. with a public
participation starting time of 8 p.m.

It was noted that the June 4 meet-
ing will start at 7:30 p.m. with a
student recognition ceremony. There

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Franklin Served on Vandalism
Panel, Was Arrested for Burglary

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – In the wake of an
arrest made in the brutal 1976 rape
and murder of Lena Triano, despite
being charged as a juvenile, The Star
Ledger revealed the name of the ac-
cused as Carlton Franklin, a 1979
graduate of Westfield High School,
who was just 15 at the time of the
murder.

While the Union County Prosecu-
tor Theodore Romankow had said
last week that he would file a motion
to have the suspect’s name released,
the prosecutor’s office could not com-
ment on a timeline for such motions
as they are not permitted to comment
on juvenile matters. Despite the fact

that the suspect is now 51 years old,
he was a juvenile at the time the crime
was committed, and thus
has to be treated as a
juvenile and under the
laws as they existed in
1976.

According to The
Westfield Leader ar-
chives, Franklin was
appointed to a Youth
Advisory Committee on
Vandalism in September
of 1977, just a year after
he allegedly murdered
Ms. Triano. According
to the article, Franklin
was appointed by then Fourth Ward
Council candidate Herb Kessler. Mr.

Kessler was elected to the seat, and
chose to serve a single term. When

contacted by The
Leader, Mr. Kessler said
that he has “no recollec-
tion of that event” and
said that it was likely
that Franklin was rec-
ommended to him by an-
other committee mem-
ber. Mr. Kessler’s
daughter, Lisa, also
served on the commit-
tee. A phone call to her
was not returned as of
press time.

According to the ar-
chives the committee was formed as
a way to combat a serious vandalism
problem that was taking place at the
time. Over the course of several
months the town was not without an
act of vandalism for a period of more
than two days.

Franklin next appears in the ar-
chives in April of 1980 when he was
arrested and charged with a Stirling
Place burglary along with Ralph
Petterway. The two were held on
$10,000 bail.

Then on November 6, 1981
Franklin broke into the Lawrence
Avenue home of Donald Garrigan,
holding him, his wife Annmarie, and
son Paul hostage. According to The
Leader archives, Franklin held the
family hostage for several hours be-
fore instructing Mr. Garrigan to with-
draw money from two banks. While
at the bank, Mr. Garrigan was able to
alert an employee that he was being
held hostage and police surrounded
the home. Detective Bernard Tracey,
who would later become Westfield’s
police chief, broke through the door
after a scuffle broke out between
Franklin and Mr. Garrigan after which
the Garrigan family escaped the home.

Franklin retreated to the basement
prompting several hours of negotia-
tions between him and members of
the police department ultimately
ended with his capture after he was
subdued by Sergeant Owen McCabe
when he reached for a pack of ciga-
rettes.

Franklin pled guilty to kidnapping
and robbery for which he served just
over 17 years before being paroled in

Carlton Franklin

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

County Tax Levy to Rise $12.4 M;
SP to See $1.4 M Hike, FW $334 K

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — Union County Man-
ager Al Faella last week released a
proposed budget of $483.9 million
for 2012 with $303.5 million to be
raised in county taxes, an increase of
$12.4 million over last year. Last
year’s tax levy increase was $13.8
million over 2010.

The introduction of the budget is
scheduled for Thursday, April 19,
with adoption anticipated for Thurs-
day, May 31. County officials antici-
pate that the tax levy may be reduced
before its adoption as the freeholders
last week approved the refinancing
of multiple series of bonds that could
generate an additional savings of be-
tween $2 and $4 million for the
county, Mr. Faella told The Westfield

Leader. That transaction is pending
approval from the state’s Local Fi-
nance Board.

Mr. Faella said if approved, county
officials and the freeholders would
discuss the “various options that could
be utilized” with the savings. Free-
holder Fiscal Affairs Committee
Chairman Dan Sullivan said those
discussions would have to occur be-
fore final adoption of the budget.

Locally, Westfield will pay
$32,027,934 in county taxes, a $2.1-
million increase over 2011, with the
average assessed home to pay $3,109,
or $199 over last year. Scotch Plains
residents will see an increase of $1.4
million for a total tax of $17,727,103,
which amounts to $2,181 per aver-
age home, or $170 over last year.
Fanwood will pay $5,078,331, up

$334,376, with the average assessed
home to pay $1,880, or $121 over
2011.

Cranford homeowners will pay
$17,995,009, an increase of $1.1
million, with average taxes per home
amounting to $1,999, or $132 over
last year.

Garwood residents will pay
$3,042,425, a hike of $209,713, with
homeowners to pay an average of
$1,660, or $112 over 2011, while
Mountainside residents face a total
tax hike of $573,914, to $7,646,218.
The average borough assessed home
will pay $2,597 in county taxes, which
is $204 over last year. (For a com-
plete county list, please see chart on
front page).

In his budget letter to the freehold-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Cranford Committee Plans
Further Budget Meetings

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Township resi-
dents will have another opportu-
nity to provide input on the pro-
posed 2012 municipal budget next
week as the township committee
continues to seek ways to cut ex-
penditures and lower what is now
a proposed 4-percent increase in
the municipal portion of local
property-tax bills. The $33.7-mil-
lion spending plan was introduced
two weeks ago, but a formal pub-
lic hearing and vote will not occur
until June to allow the governing
body time to make changes and to
await final state aid figures.

At the township committee’s
regular meeting on Tuesday,
Deputy Mayor Andis Kalnins said
the finance subcommittee, which
he heads, was inviting residents to
speak with him at a public hearing
to be held on Tuesday, April 17,
from 7 to 9 p.m. in Room 108 at
the municipal building. A similar
session was held last week.

In other business at Tuesday’s
meeting, the committee approved
an amendment to a proposed ordi-
nance regulating the feeding of
wildlife on public and private
property. Two weeks ago, the com-
mittee put off final action on the
ordinance after concerns were
raised about the scope of the pro-
posed restrictions, with some resi-
dents worrying that even the feed-

ing of birds would result in penal-
ties. On Tuesday, the committee, by
a 4-to-1 vote, approved the amend-
ment that Commissioner Lisa
Adubato Nesi said would provide
more clarification on what is and is
not permitted.

“You can feed the birds,” she said,
“as long as it doesn’t create an un-
reasonable disturbance,” such as
causing excessive droppings in an
area or attracting rodents. She said
bird feeders, if they are used, must
be at least four feet above the
ground. The penalties for violating
the ordinance also will be lessened,
with a first offense resulting in a
written warning instead of a fine.
Commissioner Edward O’Malley
voted against the amendment, main-
taining that its language was still
vague regarding the feeding of
birds. The final vote on the ordi-
nance will be held on Tuesday, May
8.

The budget for the Downtown
Management Corp. was introduced
on Tuesday. The $150,909 spend-
ing plan will be financed by an
assessment of 20 cents per $100 of
assessed value, an increase of one-
half cent from last year. The pro-
posed budget is $7,309 higher than
last year’s, according to Deputy
Mayor Kalnins, who said the in-
crease was due to higher expendi-
tures for maintenance and improve-
ment purposes. The public hearing

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
OPENING CEREMONY...Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool, center, and
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr participate in the Pledge of Allegiance at the
opening ceremonies of the St. Bart’s Pot of Gold 5K race held April 7. Mayor
Malool is up for reelection in the fall.

1999. Mr. and Mrs. Garrigan have
since moved out of Westfield, but
their 40th Wedding anniversary was
announced in the October 31, 1993
edition of The Leader.

As Friday, April 6, Franklin had an
active Facebook page, which con-
tained a cell phone number for him.
When called, a woman who answered
hung up on the newspaper. As of
Monday the page had been removed.

Franklin was also highlighted in
the Mitchell Supreme Fuel Co.
Spring/Summer 2008 newsletter. The
newsletter says that when not work-
ing Franklin, spends time with his
fiancé and his three children. Ac-
cording to the newsletter, “Over the
years, he has developed a solid repu-
tation among Mitchell Supreme cus-
tomers.”

The Triano murder occurred on
March 14, 1976 at her home on Ripley
Place. On June 30, Josephine
Plasecka, of Cacciola Place was
knifed repeatedly on June 30 of that
year when she apparently was sur-
prised by an intruder when she re-
turned home from grocery shopping.
Neither the prosecutor’s office or the
Westfield Police could confirm
whether or not the case was ever
solved as of press time.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Carlton
Franklin

will be held on May 8.
Commissioner O’Malley an-

nounced that the annual river
cleanup would take place on Satur-
day, April 21. With a good deal of
debris from Hurricane Irene still
present in the river, he urged resi-
dents to take part because “we’ll
need a lot of hands for this.” Com-
missioner Kevin Campbell also put
in a word for the event, saying that
last August’s storm “probably
washed half of Essex County into
our town.”

At the start of the meeting, Girl
Scout Troop No. 40951 led the flag
salute. Mayor David Robinson pre-
sented resolutions of congratula-
tions to four newly minted Eagle
Scouts, including Kieran Grant,
Kevin Strotz, Matthew Van Pelt and
Edward Guillen. He also issued a
proclamation declaring April as
Alcohol Awareness Month. And he
announced that Governor Chris
Christie had presented the munici-
pality with an American flag that
had flown over the new World Trade
Center tower on September 11,
2011.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford

ers dated April 4, Mr. Faella said the
county faced a budget hold of $36
million this year. Layoffs of 280
employees have been announced,
although county officials said ne-
gotiations with county employee
unions are still ongoing. In antici-
pation of the layoffs, which will be
finalized by June 1, the county has
budgeted $1.6 million for unem-
ployment compensation insurance,
$1.3 million over last year.

Freeholder Chairman Al
Mirabella said he was hopeful that
the county unions “would all come
to the table and try to save some
jobs.”

“Some of them have and many of
them haven’t (negotiated with the
county),” Mr. Mirabella said. As
previously reported by The Leader,
unions representing the county po-
lice and engineers have agreed as a
counter offer to the county to give
up three days for their members.
The county has a dozen collective
bargaining units.

A notice published online by the
Health Professionals and Allied Em-
ployees Local 5112, representing
nurses at Runnells Specialized Hos-
pital, has indicated the county’s ini-
tial request was for 10 days for the
year.

The county’s ratable base has
plummeted $9 billion to $69 billion
this year, from $78 billion the past
few years, following the 2008 re-
cession, the county manager noted.

County officials announced last
month that $10 million of the bud-
get gap was closed through the lay-
offs, as well as through the elimina-
tion of MusicFest, Kids Kingdom
and Rhythm & Blues by the Brook.
In addition, the division of con-
sumer affairs was eliminated for a
savings of $145,000, and the bud-
gets for Freeholder Scholars, Se-
nior Scholars and College for Teens
were cut in half. Another $850,000
in cost savings was generated from
more cost-effective measures re-
garding things such as computers,
copiers, toner, fuel consumption,
cell phones and Blackberries.

Mr. Faella has blamed the tax
increase on a number of factors,
including state aid cuts to the
county’s 900-inmate jail and
Runnells Specialized Hospital. The
county is to receive $500,000 in
state funding for the corrections
facility this year, down a half mil-
lion from 2011 and $3 million from
a few years ago.

The county is looking to reorga-
nize and privatize Runnells, which
the county manager noted is “oper-
ating at an unacceptable $14-mil-
lion deficit, due in part to state cuts
in funding and rising contractual
costs.” The county has appealed its
reimbursement in Medicaid fund-
ing from the state dating back to
2008 after the state changed how
reimbursement rates are deter-
mined.

The funding for nurses, Mr. Faella
said, “would bring $5 million” in
additional funding if the county
wins its appeal. The county is also
seeking $1.7 million from
Middlesex County for three years
of usage for beds in the psychiatric
unit at Runnells.

Mandated costs – including con-
tractual salaries, pensions and
health insurance – are up $17 mil-
lion over last year, with health in-
surance accounting for $11 million
of that amount.

In addition to Runnells, the
county manager said the county
would also look into privatizing
Watchung Stables, noting that the
facility is running a $600,000 defi-
cit despite an increase in fees a few
years ago.

“We will be evaluating all phases
of that,” Mr. Faella told The Leader.

In terms of Runnells, some 135
of the layoffs are said to be coming
from laundry, physical therapy and
housekeeping operations, which
might be privatized, a Union Coun-
cil 8 representative told The Leader.
The executive budget notes that a
total privatization of the hospital
would also be considered.

“Everything is on the table. We
are still looking at what makes the
most sense not only for the hospi-
tal, but for the budget and the resi-
dents of Union County,” Mr.
Mirabella told The Leader.

In terms of privatization of other
operations, Mr. Mirabella reiterated
that the county would “leave our
options open for whatever is best
for the long-term health of the fi-
nances of the county.” He said the
county budget would now be a “12-
month budget process.”

“The key message is that the
county manager has delivered a bud-
get that is balanced and that is in
accordance with the (state) cap. The
other key message is that we are

looking at this as a year-round bud-
get process…All year-round we will
be looking at the budget,” Mr.
Mirabella said.

The county is $4.2 million under
the state’s 2-percent cap, according
to the county manager’s executive
budget. Another $10.9 million in
cost increases are outside of the
state’s cap. They include: $4.1 mil-
lion in health care cost increases,
$692,487 for pension cost increases
and $5.9 million in debt service and
capital lease increases.

County taxes have risen over 100
percent, or $153.4 million, since
2000, according to previous county
budgets. In the mid-1990s, during
Governor Christine Todd
Whitman’s Administration, the sala-
ries and benefits for Superior Court
judges and their staffs were moved
to the state budget. Union County
budgets were essentially flat or
dropped from 1996 through 2000.
The tax levy dropped $800,000 in
1997 and $1.5 million in 1998 and
was flat in 1999 and 2000. The
largest tax increase in recent years
was $17.5 million in 2003.

The 2012 budget includes $13
million to support the Union County
College system, $4.3 million for
the Vocational-Technical Schools
and $115,562 for the Rutgers Ex-
tension Cooperative Service, a
$211,000 cut to Extension from last
year.

Revenue projections include $2
million from the Union County
Utilities Authority as part of the
lease extension with Covanta En-
ergy; $1.8 million from the county
clerk’s office; $1.1 million from
the sheriff’s office; $5.7 million
from parks and recreation;
$475,000 from the franchise fee for
the county-owned Jersey Gardens
Mall in Elizabeth, and $1.9 million
in the rent of beds at the Juvenile
Detention Center in Linden. An-
other $5.3 million is from the
county’s open space trust fund for
debt service.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Taxes to Rise $12.4 Mil.

are no meetings scheduled for July.
All meetings will be held in the BOE
administration building on Evergreen
Avenue and Cedar Street in Scotch
Plains.

In other business, the BOE also
unanimously approved a Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) field trip for AV/Film and
TV students to attend the Tribeca
Film Festival in New York City on
Thursday, April 26.

The next board of education meet-
ing is scheduled for Thursday, April
26, at 7:30 p.m., where National PTA
Reflections Art Program State Awards
will be given to five district students.

Awards of Excellence will be given
to Jennifer Schug from Terrill Middle
School for Music Composition and
Carly Zogg, also from Terrill Middle
School, for film and video.

Awards of Merit will be awarded to
Morgan Dashiell of SPFHS for Lit-
erature, Connor Spellman of Ever-
green School for Music Composition
and Camila Cabrera of School One
for Visual Arts.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Garwood Approves $7.2 Mil.
Budget; Taxes Up $200,000

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough council
adopted a $7,160,257 municipal bud-
get with $5,415,039 to be raised in
taxes in a 5-1 vote Tuesday night. Coun-
cilman Jim Mathieu was the sole dis-
senter. The tax levy is almost $200,000
over last year’s tax levy, which was
$5,217,055. The levy is $46,368 under
the 2 percent mandated tax levy cap.
Homeowners will see a municipal tax
hike of $105 per $100,000 of assessed
value. The average assessed home in
Garwood is $103,000.

Tom Pedas, a resident and condo
owner at the newly built The Pointe
condominium complex on North Av-
enue, said residents at The Pointe pay
double the average taxes in the bor-
ough, which he said equated to about
$6,000 to $7,000.

“I feel I have been taken advantage
of by the builder and the Garwood
Council,” he said. The borough is fight-
ing a lawsuit by The Pointe about pay-
ing for snow removal and other related
fees incurred at the property. “Lower
our taxes and let us pay our own fees,”
Mr. Pedas said.

Resident Bruce Paterson once again
brought up Councilman Lou
Petruzzelli’s health benefits of $24,266
this year. Mr. Petruzzelli pays approxi-
mately $250 toward his family health
plan and $600 for dental insurance
annually.

“I think that’s obscene,” Mr. Pater-
son said of how much the taxpayer
fronts for Mr. Petruzzelli’s benefits.
Mr. Petruzzelli is the only person on
council to receive benefits and has been
grandfathered under state law to re-
ceive medical benefits from the bor-
ough.

Mr. Petruzzelli told The Westfield
Leader Mr. Paterson has called him
“numerous times” threatening of re-
calling his position.

“The Garwood Police Department
listened to the voice mails and deemed
them as threatening and harassment,”
Mr. Petruzzelli said.

When asked if he would consider
contributing more toward his health
benefits, Mr. Petruzzelli replied, “I am
not doing anything illegal that would
make me pay anything more than what
the law says, which is 1.5 percent of the
$1,500 because that is the salary, or the
stipend of a councilperson here in
Garwood.”

“The mayor has not sat down with
me at all to go through it,” he said.
Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi told The
Leader, “He should step up to the plate.
He should voluntarily do it.”

The budget includes a 2 percent raise
for the Recreation Director Kathleen
Pender, who receives a salary of about
$7,000 per year. The council’s Finance
Committee Chairwoman, Sara Todisco,
said the Recreation Commission asked
for a 3 percent raise. She also said the
Recreation Commission asked for a

$4,000 increase in its budget, but the
budget Councilwoman Todisco and the
finance committee presented shows a
$2,000 increase.

Ms. Todisco said the commission
has indicated they need more counse-
lors for summer recreation due to in-
creased participation and because the
commission is running more events. In
addition, the recreation director has a
cell phone, which is used as a hotline
and is a budget item.

“We met them halfway on this,” Ms.
Todisco said.

“In this climate…you gave a 2 per-
cent raise?” asked Mr. Paterson.

Borough Auditor Bill Switzer and
the borough’s Chief Financial Officer
Sandy Bruns attended Tuesday’s meet-
ing.

Mayor Quattrocchi also announced
that effective immediately, she has re-
lieved Mr. Mathieu of his duties as
liaison to the Recreation Commission.

During the previous council meet-
ing, Mr. Mathieu said during his com-
mittee report that people companied
they had not heard an update on the
athletic field complex. The mayor said
at the time there were no updates.

After hearing about what was said
by Mr. Mathieu at the meeting, Recre-
ation Commission Chairwoman Rich-
ard Bree e-mailed the mayor saying,
“…There may have been some com-
ments that may not have been our opin-
ion.” As a result the mayor said she
decided to relieve Mr. Mathieu as liai-
son and Mr. Petruzzelli had offered to
replace him in his duties.

Later, Mr. Mathieu said Mr. Bree had
not attended the commission meeting
in question. “The Athletic Field Com-
plex to me is taboo. I was told by my
party that we are going to kill it because
of the maintenance costs,” Mr. Mathieu
said. He said neither mayor, nor any-
one on the commission, had called him
to discuss his committee report.

During new business portion of the
meeting, Councilman Victor De Filippo
said he agreed with Mr. Paterson’s call-
ing for Mr. Mathieu’s resignation as a
councilman.

“I have to agree, I think he should
resign. I think because of misconduct
he has managed to alienate almost ev-
ery department in the borough,” Mr. De
Filippo said.

In response, Mr. Mathieu said, “This
is the place to do that. Don’t call me at
midnight when you’re half in the bag
and don’t call me on Good Friday in the
evening, don’t call me repeatedly - you
have upset me and my wife with your
phone calls.”

Mr. Mathieu also accused Mr. De
Filippo of not showing up to council,
committee and planning board meet-
ings.

A resolution to revise the rate sched-
ule for 2012 industrial user charge for
waste to $2,683 per million gallons
was approved, 5-1, with Mr. Mathieu
voting no.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
OBSCENE...Garwood resident Bruce Paterson adressed the council on Tuesday
night saying he thinks “it is obscene how much the taxpayer fronts for Council-
man Lou Petruzzelli’s benefits” ($24,000). Mr. Petruzzelli is the only person on
council to receive benefits and the practice has since been banned under state law
though Mr. Petruzzelli has been grandfathered.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
EGG HUNT…The Lions Club of Westfield sponsored the 77th annual Easter Egg
Hunt held at Mindowaskin Park on Saturday. Over 1,200 eggs were collected in
less than one minute by eager participants.
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
NEW CHIEF…The Westfield Town Council voted unanimously to make Cap-
tain Dave Wayman Westfield’s new police chief on Tuesday night. The Westfield
Leader’s Betsey Burgdorf talks with Chief Wayman about his goals for the
department.

Westfield Council Appoints
David Wayman Police Chief

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Town Council voted unanimously to
make Captain David Wayman
Westfield’s new police chief on Tues-
day night. Chief John Parizeau an-
nounced his retirement last month
following a 31-year career with the
department.

Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan
moved the resolution following a
closed session to appoint Chief
Wayman as Chairwoman of the Pub-
lic Safety Committee, saying it was
her, “pleasure and honor.”

“I just want to say that the public
will be very impressed with him,”
Mayor Andy Skibitsky said. He added
that Chief Wayman will be a “great
ambassador” and that he “raises the
bar to the next level.”

In accordance with the Town Code,
Chief Wayman was recommended to
the council for approval by Town
Administrator James Gildea.

Chief Wayman has been on the
Westfield police force for 24 years.
He started in the patrol division and
worked his way up the ranks from
detective, to sergeant, to lieutenant
and most recently, captain, for the
past six years. Chief Wayman is a
graduate of Arthur L. Johnson High
School in Clark and a resident of
Westfield. His appointment as chief
became effective Wednesday.

The department’s other captain,
Cliff Auchter, “opted out of the pro-
cess” according to Mr. Gildea.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a resolution by a vote of 7-2 to
support the installation of a HAWK
pedestrian crossing signal at the North
Avenue mid-block crosswalk in front
of Lord & Taylor. Councilman Dave
Haas and Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins voted against the resolu-
tion.

Councilwoman Kimmins said that
she was “really concerned” and said
that given the controversy surround-
ing the HAWK signal on Central
Avenue, she did not feel comfortable
approving the resolution without see-
ing reports or diagrams. She said that
it, “behooves us to make sure we
make the right decision.”

Councilman Jim Foerst said that
while people come to the microphone
at meetings and say “what if,” but that
this location had already had a fatal-
ity. He said that while the HAWK is
new, he feels the council should ap-
prove it if it is, “in any way going to
improve the safety.”

Councilman Haas said that he
would likely come to the same con-
clusion if he were given time to re-
view the studies and plans.

Councilwoman Neylan said that
the resolution was the culmination of
many discussions in her committee.

The light was requested by Lord &
Taylor, and they engaged The RBA
Group and an engineering study was

done by Gordon Meth, the same en-
gineer employed by the town. Be-
cause North Avenue is a county road-
way, Mr. Meth’s report was reviewed
by their firm, Pennoni Associates,
which concurred.

The council’s resolution is a for-
mality as the town will assume own-
ership and will be required to main-
tain the light after installation. The
cost of the installation will be born
entirely by Lord & Taylor.

The council’s vote on the HAWK
came after residents Maria Carluccio
and Greg Kasko once again voiced
their concerns regarding the safety of
the HAWK on Central Avenue.

Councilwoman Neylan also an-
nounced that a joint meeting of the
board of education and town council
will be held on Wednesday, April 18,
at 7:30 p.m. in Westfield High School
(WHS) cafeteria B. The meeting is a
follow up to offer recommendations
to resolve parking and traffic prob-
lems in the area of WHS and Edison
Intermediate School.
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By Richard E. Constable, 3rd
Acting Commissioner, NJ Department of Community Affairs

Since the mid-2000s, the New Jersey
housing market has taken a beating. With
unprecedented fEoreclosures, a glut of
housing inventory, scarce financing from
lenders, and home values plummeting,
many have had little reason to be optimis-
tic. However, that is not the case today.
Actually, there is no better time to buy a
home than now.

Low home prices, a great supply of
housing inventory from which to
choose, and motivated sellers are just a
few of the reasons why now is a great
time to buy. Further, the overall costs
of homeownership are demonstrably
lower than in years past. For example,
nearly 30 years ago, there was runaway
inflation and interest rates hovered
around 20 percent. Today, interest rates
are at historical lows and folks are see-
ing much lower prices per square foot
on homes.

It’s a great time to buy a home.
So, to further support the state’s hous-

ing market, the Department of Commu-
nity Affairs (DCA) and the New Jersey
Housing and Mortgage Finance Agency
(HMFA) recently announced a new, fixed
interest rate mortgage of 3.75 percent on
a 30-year mortgage (no points) for quali-
fied first-time homebuyers and Urban
Target Area borrowers. The new interest
rate, which became effective on March 1,
2012, is the lowest rate offered by the
HMFA. The agency has $170 million to
lend at this historically low interest rate,
which will fund approximately 1,000 con-
ventional mortgages.

In addition to the 3.75 percent Home
Buyer Program interest rate, the HMFA
is also offering a low interest rate mort-

gage program for members of the New
Jersey Police and Firemen’s Retirement
System who have a minimum of one year
of creditable service. The current interest
rate is fixed at 2.88 percent for a 30-year
mortgage. This financing can be used by
police and fire employees throughout
New Jersey to buy an owner-occupied
principal residence.

You’ve heard about the “Jersey Come-
back.” Along with creating jobs and im-
proving our schools, the Christie Admin-
istration is committed to providing af-
fordable housing opportunities. Home
ownership is a critical part of the Jersey
Comeback and we are confident these
new rates will jump start the real estate
markets.

March is traditionally the start of the
critical spring home buying season, es-
pecially for families with young chil-
dren who need to purchase and move
into a home before the September start
of the school year. According to U.S.
economic figures, the housing market
is flashing signs of health ahead of the
spring buying season and the trend is
clearly upward. Sales of previously oc-
cupied homes have risen nearly 13 per-
cent over the past six months and are at
their highest level since May 2010.

We have to continue to spur growth in
the housing market and the HMFA’s
historically low mortgage interest rates
for first-time home buyers and fire and
police personnel is a step in the right
direction.

To determine qualifications as a first-
time homebuyer or as a member of the
police and firemen’s pension fund, indi-
viduals can visit the Site Evaluator at
www.state.nj.us/dca/hmfa/consu/buyers/
smart/ on the HMFA website.

Roselle First Town to Move
From CenCom to UC Dispatch

County Looks to Send Out
Indiv. Layoff Notices April 16

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNY — The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders are expected to
take action tonight on a resolution to enter
into a three-year shared services agree-
ment with the Borough of Roselle to pro-
vide fire and emergency medical basis life
support dispatch services. The resolution
follows the shutting down of CenCom.

Established in 1981, CenCom is based
out of Overlook Medical Center in Sum-
mit and is responsible for the dispatching
of 18 paramedic units, Atlantic Air One
helicopter, three fire departments and many
area rescue squads, including Scotch
Plains, Clark, Mountainside, Springfield
and Summit. CenCom also served as a
coordinating center for the National Di-
saster Medical System for the State of
New Jersey and supplied a mobile com-
munications unit for major incidents.

Andrew Moran, director of public
safety for the county, told the freeholders
Thursday that CenCom had provided fire
and EMS dispatch services for Roselle.
The borough will be the first CenCom
town to sign on with the county’s dis-
patch services located at the county’s
public safety building on North Avenue
across from the Westfield Diner. Fanwood
signed on a few years ago as part of a
seperate pilot program.

“We have draft agreements out with
several municipalities. I expect to present
them before the board at next agenda
meeting” scheduled for Thursday, April
19, Mr. Moran said.

When asked by Freeholder Chairman
Al Mirabella when CenCom will offi-
cially close its doors, Mr. Moran the
county “still [doesn’t] have a definitive
answer” although Atlantic Health Sys-

tems President Joseph Trunfio has “as-
sured us that it will take as much time as
needed to transition towns over to an-
other dispatch facility.”

“But they have yet to give us an an-
swer on the tentative date on that,” Mr.
Moran told the freeholders. The original
closing date was to have been April 1.
“Now we are hearing some time in May.”

He said Overlook, which is owned by
Atlantic Health, has yet to sign a contract
with another vendor to provide dispatch
services. MONOC, a hospital service
corporation which runs a dispatch center
out of Wall Township, sent a letter to
municipalities serviced by CenCom dated
February 22, saying MONOC would be
assuming the dispatch services.

Prior to Thursday’s agenda meeting
the board held a short public meeting at
which the board adopted resolutions to
refinance four series of bonds. The out-
standing bonds are for past projects at
Union County College, the juvenile de-
tention center in Linden, county jail and
the Park Madison building in Plainfield.

County Manager Al Faella said the
refinancing, if approved by the state’s
Local Finance Board, would generate
savings of between $2 and $4 million.
According the county manager’s execu-
tive budget, released April 4, the county
is budgeting $50.7 million for county
debt service payments, an increase of
$5.8 million over last year.

The next board meeting will be a pub-
lic session on Thursday, April 19 at which
time the freeholders are expected to in-
troduce the county budget. Based on the
executive budget, the total projected
spending is $483.9 million with $303.5
million to be raised in county taxes, a
$12.4-million increase over last year.

COUNTY — Union County officials
are looking at issuing official layoff no-
tices by April 16 if approved by the New
Jersey Civil Service Commission, accord-
ing to a March 21, 2012 dated letter to the
state obtained by The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

Runnells Specialized Hospital, which
County Manager Al Faella said in his
executive budget cover letter is facing a
$14-million deficit and may have to be
privatized, could see 129 workers chopped
from its workforce. Other departments
facing layoffs are: Department of Admin-
istrative Services (3), Department of Cor-
rections (11), Department of Engineering,
Public Works and Facilities (25), Depart-
ment of Finance (2), Department of Hu-
man Services (37), Department of Parks
and Community Renewal (10), Depart-
ment of Public Safety (9), Office of the
County Counsel (1), Office of the Union
County Sheriff (2), Rutgers Cooperative
Extension (5), and Union County Super-
intendent of Schools (1).

“The proposed layoffs are part of an
overall plan to reduce the total number of
positions across all county departments in
an effort to close a portion of a projected
$35.2 Million budget deficit for 2012,”
Mr. Faella said in a letter to Kenneth
Connolly, director of the New Jersey Di-
vision of State and Local Operations.

Positions facing layoffs are as follows:
Department of Administrative Services –
two clerks and a mechanics helper; Dept.
of Corrections, 11 correction officers;
Dept. of Engineering, Public Works and

Facilities  – three building maintenance
workers, a bridge repairer, carpenter,
clerk, construction management special-
ist, five laborers, park maintenance
worker, three recreation maintenance
workers, three senior recreation mainte-
nance workers, a sign maker, two tree
climbers, and three traffic maintenance
workers; Department of Finance –  clerk/
spvng. and a supervisor of accountants;
Department of Human Services – two
clerks, clerk transcriber, community youth
worker, juvenile family crisis interven-
tion counselor, data process program-
mer, 16 human service specialists, two
county welfare agency investigators, three
keyboarding clerk typists, messenger,
office supervisor, program analyst, sec-
retary assistant steno, four social work-
ers, social worker supervisor and a super-
visor of senior citizen activities.

Department of Parks and Community
Renewal – asst. manager indoor artificial
ice arena/recreation supvr. swimming,
three data process programmers, gardener,
four keyboarding clerks and a laborer;
Department of Public Safety – one county
division head, four clerks, one county
police officer, two keyboarding staffers
and a traffic safety coordinator.

Runnells Specialized Hospital – admin-
istrative secretary, advanced practice nurse
gerontology, asst. director food Services,
four asst. food service managers, asst. hos-
pital utilization review coord., two asst.
building service supervisors, 28 building
maintenance workers, a p/t building main-
tenance worker, chief physical therapist,
two clerks, four clinical dieticians, five
cooks, dietician helper, director of food
services, executive housekeeper, 24 food
service workers, 15 p/t food service work-
ers, graduate nurse PD, graduate nurse PD
supervisor, head cook, institutional atten-
dant, two keyboarding clerks, five laundry
workers, three p/t laundry workers, news-
paper editor, four nursing services clerks,
two occupational therapy assistants, two
physical therapy assistants, two physical
therapists, principal clerk transcriber, se-
nior building maintenance worker, senior
instructor of in-service nursing, senior laun-
dry worker, senior library asst., senior oc-
cupational therapy aide, senior physical
therapy aide, supervising dietitian, super-
visor of nurses PD, and a stock clerk.

Other layoffs are a keyboarding clerk
in the Office of the County Counsel, a
keyboarding clerk and a parking atten-
dant in the Office of the Union County
Sheriff’s Office. The Rutgers Coopera-
tive Extension will see the layoff of three
keyboarding clerks, an office supervisor
and receptionist, with the Office of the
County Superintendent of Schools hav-
ing one keyboarding clerk cut.

The layoffs are to be effective on Fri-
day, June1.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has announced that its next mo-
bile paper-shredding program for
personal documents will be available
this Saturday, April 14, at Union
County Vo-Tech in Scotch Plains.

The  shredding event will take place
at the Union County Vocational-Tech-
nical Schools campus, located at 1776
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.
NEXCUT Shredding of Teaneck will
be shredding documents at the site
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., rain or shine.
The shredding event will end before
1 p.m. if the shredding truck reaches
capacity.

All Union County residents are
eligible to use the paper-shredding
service. In an effort to accommodate
everyone, there is a limit of four, 10-
pound bags or boxes per person.
Documents should not be bound and
should have plastic binders and
paperclips removed. Paper that is wet/
damp will not be accepted. Shredded

documents are recycled, shipped to
paper mills and used as pulp.

The mobile shredding program is
paid for through the New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion Recycling Enhancement Act grant
funds. For more information, call the
Recycling Hotline at (908) 654-9889
or visit www.ucnj.org/recycle.

Freeholder Cand. Says
Job Has Been Threatened

Mayors Continue to Look
For Solutions to Flooding

REGION — There were promising
flood mitigation solutions contained in a
preliminary U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers (USACE) report provided to the
Mayors Council on Rahway River Water-
shed Flood Control at their April 3 meet-
ing held in the Union Municipal Building.

Mayors of Springfield, Kenilworth,
Cranford, Rahway, Union and Millburn
were present. The report indicated that the
storage solutions upstream, including up
to two feet of water in the South Mountain
Reservation, could hold significant ben-
efits to the downstream communities from
Millburn to Rahway. While stressing this
was a preliminary finding of the USACE
hydrology study, the Mayors Council ex-
pects that they are on the right track to find
optimal solutions to mitigate some of the
flooding issues. The USACE will now be
finalizing its evaluation and developing a
cost-benefit assessment.

The Mayors Council said they are also
encouraged by their request to the USACE
and New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection (NJDEP) to include
the East Branch of the Rahway River into
the study of flood mitigation alternatives.
The effort is to try to assess whether there
is flood storage potential at golf courses
and other open space areas as far up the
east branch of the river as South Orange.

As part of this effort, Springfield Town-
ship will host a meeting of the east branch
communities on Monday, April 23 to

Clark Crowne Plaza
Renamed Holiday Inn
CLARK – Lane Hospitality has an-

nounced that the former Crowne Plaza in
Clark has been transformed into a Holi-
day Inn hotel. The Clark renovation in-
cludes the complete redesign of the
building‘s exterior, lobby, technology,
meeting spaces and guestrooms.

Rooms now include a high-speed
Internet access and WiFi capabilities.
There are more than 8,000 square feet of
flexible event space for up to 300 guests,
six meeting rooms, and catering services.
Additional amenities include a fitness
center, room service, and complimentary
guest parking.

discuss the possibilities of various flood
mitigation strategies.

At the Mayors Council meeting, Union
County Freeholder Chairman Al
Mirabella praised the group for its work
and pledged county cooperation to find
ways to mitigate flooding. The chairman
requested a “more narrow” version of the
council’s open space proposal be consid-
ered to be only acquisition of flood-prone
properties adjacent to parkland and rec-
reation. He also asked the group to rec-
ommend the county be further engaged
in needed river maintenance.

A decision to request a meeting with all
relevant parties was made to resolve an
impasse between New Jersey Department
of Transportation (NJDOT) and NJDEP
on debris cleanup under a state highway
bridge that is causing localized flooding.
Six months after Hurricane Irene, numer-
ous river maintenance issues, including
routine maintenance, have been held up
“due to onerous regulation on desnagging
and routine maintenance,” according to
the Mayors Council.

Each of the mayors were asked to have
their communities pledge to implement
changes to reduce the impervious sur-
faces at their school and municipal facili-
ties by 10 percent by 2015 to set an
example for the rest of the community
and also to review their ordinance to
ensure they encourage best practices for
storm-water management.

ELIZABETH – Democrats for
Change, which are running candi-
dates in the Tuesday, June 5, Primary
Election for county freeholder as well
as for Elizabeth mayor and city coun-
cil, have charged that Elizabeth Mayor
Chris Bollwage has put one of their
candidates on notice in her capacity
as an assistant county counsel for
Union County government.

“I was told to either end my candi-
dacy or lose my job,” freeholder can-
didate Anamaria Bercik alleged.
“This reeks of Boss Bollwage’s poli-
tics.”

Ms. Bercik, who said she has
worked in the assistant county
counsel’s office for 12 years, is run-
ning for county freeholder along with
Elizabeth Councilman Carlos Cedeno
and Babe Frazier.

“This is typical machine politics:

it’s ok for Freeholder Mohammad
Jollah to run for freeholder while
serving as an assistant county coun-
sel (in 2009) – but it’s not ok for me
to run,” Ms. Bercik said. “If I were
running under the Union County
Democratic Committee slogan, this
would’ve never occurred, bottom
line.”

The “Democrats for Change” line
also includes Elizabeth mayoral can-
didate Oscar Ocasio and city council
candidates Frank Mazza, Josue
Ancious, and Juan Camilo Victoria.

The Democrats for Change free-
holder candidates will face incumbent
Freeholders Al Mirabella and Free-
holder Jalloh and their running mate,
former Springfield town attorney
Bruce Bergen. Mr. Bergen is replac-
ing Deborah Scanlon who is not seek-
ing reelection to a sixth term.

Arrest Made in 2010 Murder Of
 Union Twp. Woman Following Tip

Union Ninth In N.J. Survey
Of Healthiest Counties

REGION — Union County ranks as
the ninth healthiest of New Jersey’s 21
counties in a new nationwide survey con-
ducted by the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation. The survey was based on a
number of key factors that influence health
such as education rates, income levels,
and access to healthy foods and medical
care.

According to the report, Union County
is 10th in mortality rates with 18 percent
of the county’s half-million population
listed as in poor or fair health. Sixteen
percent of county residents smoke with
the same percentage listed as excessive
drinkers.

Union County ranks eighth in sexually
transmitted diseases with 336 reported
cases, ranking behind Essex, Camden,
Atlantic, Cumberland, Mercer, Salem and
Hudson Counties. Union is sixth in ho-
micides per 100,000 population which is
tied with Atlantic, Hudson, Mercer and
Essex Counties. Essex County has the
highest rate.

A sign of tough economic times,
though, shows the percentage of children
living in poverty in Union County is now
16 percent, a jump of 4 percent in the past

year. The number of single-parent house-
holds remains at 32 percent in the 2011
and 2012 after being down to 10 percent
in 2010.

The number of uninsured adults in
Union County appears to be declining
with the percentage of uninsured adults
dropping from 25 percent in 2011 to
20 percent in the 2012 report. The
unemployment rate in Union County
jumped from 6 percent in 2010 to 9.5
percent in 2011 and 9.6 percent in
2012 with the median income in the
county at $65,937.

UNION — Union County Prosecutor
Ted Romankow has announced an arrest
in the November 18, 2010 brutal murder
of a former Cranford woman. Diane Mary
Zaleski, 55, was stabbed to death in her
Union Township home on Laurana Road.

“Ultimately, it was an Internet conver-
sation [reportedly through Facebook]
between the suspect and a friend that

raised suspicions and led the friend to
contact the Union County Homicide Task
Force,” according to the prosecutor’s of-
fice press release, in announcing the ar-
rest of Arnell Yearwood, 26.

On Saturday the New Jersey State Po-
lice helped the Union County Homicide
Task Force locate Yearwood and he was
arrested as he left a Vauxhall Avenue
house in Union Township. Mr.
Romankow said Yearwood has family
members who live on Laurana Road in
Union, but he has lived at a number of
addresses – mostly in Irvington – for the
last several years.

Yearwood is being held at the Union
County jail on $1 million bail.

Ms. Zaleski, who is buried at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield, lived in Cranford
before moving to Union where lived for
20 years, according to her obituary.

www.goleader.com
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Westfield Office: 828 South Avenue West
9:00am - 1:00pm

Grand Opening 

Spin the Northfield

Prize Wheel
All visitors on Saturday, April 28 will have a 
chance to spin the Northfield Prize Wheel for a 
chance to win great prizes from Northfield Bank 
and gift certificates to local Westfield merchants.

No purchase necessary.  One spin per individual.  Must be 18 to play.

First 50 people 
on April 28 will 
receive a $2 bill
Be one of the first 50 people 
in line on Saturday, April 28
and receive a $2 bill.

Interest Checking

Guaranteed for 6 months 
on balances up to and 

including $50,000

1.00%
APY 1

4 Month CD

1.05%
APY 2

1

2

Westfield Office
828 South Avenue West

Mon - Wed  9:00am - 4:00pm
Thursday  9:00am - 7:00pm
Friday  9:00am - 5:00pm
Saturday  9:00am - 1:00pm

(908) 789-9600 | www.eNorthfield.com

Member FDIC

Give your child the opportunity to start saving at 
a young age. With our Children’s Savings account, 
any minor who can sign their name can earn 
a highly competitive rate while learning the 
importance of saving.

with positive balances

Children’s
Savings
Account

Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) in effect as of 04/01/12 and offer subject to 
change without notice. Minimum deposit to open account is $1,000.  If your daily 
balance falls below $1,000 during the statement cycle, a $10 fee will be assessed.  
Fees could reduce earnings. An interest rate of 1.00% will be paid only for the 
portion of your balance from $0.01 up to and including $50,000.  The APY for this 
tier will be 1.00%.  An interest rate of 0.05% will be paid only for the portion of 
your balance that is above $50,000.  The APY for this tier will range from 1.00% to 
0.52%, depending on the balance in the account.  APY of 1.00% guaranteed for 
six months from account opening on balances up to and including $50,000.  After 
the six month period, APY on balances up to and including $50,000 will revert to 
the then current interest checking rate, currently 0.05%. Deposit limit of $250,000 
per household in the NOW Checking.  Combined deposit household limit of 
$500,000 in the 4 month CD and 1.00% NOW Checking.  4 month CD and NOW 
Checking offer available only at Westfield Office.

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) in effect as of 04/01/12 and subject to change 
without notice. Minimum balance of $2,500 to open account. Minimum balance 
of $0.01 to earn stated APY. There is a substantial penalty for early CD withdraw-
als. Fees could reduce earnings.  Commercial and non-profit customers are not 
eligible.  Deposit limit of $250,000 per household in the 4 month CD.  Combined 
deposit household limit of $500,000 in the 4 month CD and 1.00% NOW Check-
ing.  4 month CD and NOW Checking offer available only at Westfield Office.
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Letters to
the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Al Mirabella, chair
amirabella@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Westfield Board of Health
Reports on Latest Activities

Boy Scout Volunteers
Move Thrift Shop
Across the Street

On behalf of all the volunteers of
the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League, we would like to publicly
thank the many members of the Flint-
locks, BSA for all their help with our
recent relocation move of the Thrift
Shop. We are now located across the
street at 1741 East Second Street,
Scotch Plains. Under the direction of
President Robert Germinder, these
dedicated volunteers disassembled all
the interior fixtures and furniture and
with their expertise in carpentry, re-
assembled, rebuilt and reconstructed
the interior of our newly renovated
store. We could not have done it with-
out them. They donated a week of
their time to accomplish this for us.

The Flintlocks, BSA is an associa-
tion of retired boy scouts who now
volunteer at boy scout camps in the
area using their building and carpen-
try skills, especially at Camp
Winnebago in Sussex County, N.J.
Although a little more mature, they
are still true to their original Boy
Scout motto, “To help other people at
all times.”

Susan Citrano, Publicity
F-SP Service League

The Thrift Shop
Scotch Plains

Westfield Lions Club Thanks the
Many That Helped the Children

Dems for Change: The Troubling
Pattern of Boss Rule at the County

The Westfield Board of Health met
on April 2, 2012.

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky,
the Town Council and the Westfield
Green Team, which includes the
Board of Health, have teamed up to
sponsor “Westfield Earth Day,” a
town-wide clean-up event on Satur-
day, April 21, from 10 a.m. to noon,
with a rain date of Sunday, April 22.
Volunteers can join us at one of a
dozen parks and sites in town. To
register to participate, residents
should contact the mayor at
mayor@westfieldnj.gov  and let him
know the location they choose. More
information is available on the town
website at www.westfieldnj.gov/.

To lower the cost of state-man-
dated animal control services, the
Board of Health is looking to join
with Summit and New Providence in
a new, shared service contract with
Animal Control Solutions, LLC of
F l e m i n g t o n ,
www.animalcontrolsolutions.org.
Beginning in June we should save
$15,951 per year or 19 percent of our
current cost.

Nineteen retail food establishments
were inspected last month of which
17 were satisfactory and  two condi-
tionally satisfactory. The Board is
investigating possible improved
methods for residents to access infor-
mation regarding the sanitary condi-
tion of restaurants and other retail
food establishments in town within

the requirements of the state sanitary
code.

In a followup to a resident’s re-
quest for an ordinance to prohibit
smoking in public parks and recre-
ational facilities, leadership from the
Westfield Recreation Department met
with the Board of Health to discuss
possible joint actions related to smok-
ing in order to protect public health.

In addition, the Westfield Regional
Health Department is sponsoring free
health screenings with Overlook
Medical Center in the municipal
building. Colorectal Education will
be on Thursday, April 12, from 10
a.m. to noon  and Diabetes Screening
will be on Thursday, May 17, from
10 a.m. to noon. For more informa-
tion about these programs and to reg-
ister, please call the Overlook Com-
munity Health Department at 1-800-
247-9580.

Information about all of the Health
Department’s activities is available
on its website www.westfieldnj.gov/
health. The complete minutes of the
April 2 meeting will be posted after
review and approval at our May 7
meeting, which starts at 5:30 p.m. in
the municipal building. At that meet-
ing, the Board will also hold a man-
datory hearing concerning a restau-
rant that had a consumer complaint
and three consecutive Conditional
Satisfactory ratings.

Lawrence Budnick, MD
President, Westfield Board of Health

Your editorial (April 5, 2012) re-
ferring to the Democrats for Change
as a “thorn in the side” of the Demo-
cratic machine is not accurate. We are
in the campaign to point out the trou-
bling pattern of boss rule, freehold-
ers who serve as rubber stamps and
an alarming increase in budget ex-
penditures at the expense of Union
County’s working middle class. We
are in the campaign to win.

One of our opponents, this year’s
anointed chairman of the Freeholder
Board needs to answer the question -
name once, just once when there has
been any dissenting voice on the Free-
holder Board over the past three years.
The reality is that the county Demo-
cratic bosses who control the purse
strings via contributions from the
vendors dictate the votes.

We will use this campaign to speak
against the spending binge from the
inappropriate MusicFest to a bloated
bureaucracy in county government.

The fact that Union County ranks a
poor 11th in terms of overall health,
according to the Robert Wood Foun-
dation, should be a major concern.
That our number of air pollutions
particulate matter days is almost three
times higher than the state average is
an outrage. Rather than million dol-
lars plus on so called public informa-
tion, really the reelection campaign,

with smiling pictures at ribbon cut-
tings, we should advocate the health
needs of our residents.

The announcement that extension
of the New York subway to New
Jersey has been cancelled is another
example that our commuters have no
real voice. As Freeholders in a county
deeply impacted by commuter woes,
we will be advocates for the Gateway
Project enhancing faster rail service
into the North and New York City.
Recently the proposal for a light rail
connection across the George Wash-
ington Bridge also seems attractive.
We want to be advocates for Union
County.

We will also end the war by the
Union County Freeholders against
citizens who have the desire to ques-
tion their government. Recent court
awards against the county regarding
open public meetings information re-
quests were a disgrace. We want to
replace the Freeholders and the waste-
ful inept lawyers they rely upon.

In your editorial you speculate,
“anything could happen.” Hopefully
that includes a strong campaign where
our ideas and vision see us elected to
represent county government.

Ana Maria Bercik
“Babe” Darlene Frazier

Carlos Cedeno

Spring Flowers And the Great Oak Tree
Get Along Just Fine

My wife and I recently visited the
resplendent multi-colored Orchard
Show at the world famous New York
Botanical Garden and then toured its
gorgeous grounds filled to the brim
with magnificent stands of flowering
trees and fields of daffodils and other
Spring flowers. I thought:

The white daffodils do not dis-
criminate against the yellow daffo-
dils.

The flowering cherries do not steal
from the tulips.

The hyacinths do not insult the
forsythias.

The leafed magnolias have no prob-
lem with the leafless cacti.

How right the advice and warning
from William Wordsworth!

“The world is too much with us;
late and soon,

Getting and spending, we lay waste
our powers:

Little we see in Nature that is ours;

We have given our hearts away, a
sordid boon!

What did Wordsworth see in those
daffodils by the lakeshore that April
15th in 1802 in England’s Lake Dis-
trict?

“I gazed, and gazed, but little
thought

What wealth the show to me had
brought…”

Was it merely their beauty or was it
that they reminded him of the good in
human beings evidenced among other
things by the human capacity to en-
joy the beauty of Nature?

At Central Park’s Nell Singer Lilac
Walk is a plaque inscribed with the
words of Nell Singer, its founder.

“Even during periods of harsh con-
flict and confrontations the delicate
beauty and fragrance of the lilac have
been faithful annual reminders of
loveliest aspects in human relations.”

The natural harmony at the Botani-
cal Garden recalled for me the words
Dame Hannah sings in Gilbert and
Sullivan’s “Rudigore,”

“There grew a little flower
‘Neath a great oak tree:
When the tempest ‘gan to lower
Little heeded she:
No need had she to cower,
For she dreaded not its power-
She was happy in the bower
Of her great oak tree!”
Why can’t we, great oak tree and

little flower, live in peace with each
other — whatever Fate and harsh or
soft winds may bring us?

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

The Westfield Lions Club once
again would like to thank all our
sponsors of the 77th Annual Easter
Egg Hunt. Baron’s Drug Store,
Brummer’s Chocolates, Buona Pizza,
Casa Di Pizza, Harmon, Philly Soft
Pretzel Factory, Stop & Shop, Trader
Joe’s, ShopRite of Garwood and
Clark, BJ’s Watchung, Costco Union
and Target of Watchung, who all do-
nated prizes for the children. With
out their generous donations the Li-
ons Club would be unable to hold the

Hunt. The Lions thank all who at-
tended and look forward to next year.

The Lions International support the
blind and hearing impaired. All are
welcome to join. If you are interested
you are welcome to come to a meet-
ing Sept.-June on the second and
fourth Tuesday of each month at Cafe
Vivace, South Avenue, Plainfield at 7
p.m.

Greg Ryan
Westfield Lions Club

Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Spetches – The trimmings of skins

and hides, used for making glue
2. Drepanium – In botany, a sickle-

shaped cyme
3. Shote – A young pig
4. Limocolous – Living in mud

CARUCAGE
1. An uproar; clamor
2. A wolverine; badger
3. An itinerate tinker; vagrant; gypsy
4. Act of plowing

SMARAGDINE
1. Pertaining to a gray cobalt arsenide

used as a blue pigment
2. Pertaining to the emerald
3. Scarred; grooved
4. Having a look of disdain; sneering

WHIRRET
1. A perforated steel plate through

which pipe or wire is drawn to reduce its
diameter

2. To slap; to annoy
3. A small flesh-eating mammal re-

lated to the weasel, stoat and martens
4. A buzzing sound as made by the

rapid movement a bird’s or insect’s wings
LILT

1. One of the holes of a wind instru-
ment

2. To brush or comb
3. A gay, graceful song
4. A marsh at a river’s mouth

SPF Scholarship Fnd.
Gives Thanks for Help
The Scotch Plains Fanwood Schol-

arship Foundation would like to ex-
press its thanks to the community for
their support of our recent Dollars for
Students Campaign. We ask that you
print the attached letter to the editor
offering our thanks.

We’d like to thank all the media
outlets who have helped us publicize
the Dollars for Students Campaign,
for this and for all your many efforts
to keep the public informed.

Cathy Cvetovich
SPF Scholarship Foundation

Who Is Your Favorite Scoundrel?
In the last decade, we’ve had more than our share of

scoundrels – “Beelzebub, Plunderers.” Some have lived
in our midst as close as Westfield, Summit and New
Providence. Their rise to fame took a while before their
dastardly exploits, their impetuous greed, egos devoid
of soul and a swarm of arrogance, led to their collapses.
Some garnered leadership and power while admired by
the deluded masses. These are pied pipers.

Would Andrew Stuart Fastow, the chief financial
officer of Enron Corporation who grew up in New
Providence, be one of your favorites? Would Jon
Corzine, formerly of Summit, qualify for your list?

Then there’s the Westfielder charged in the Madoff
Ponzi Scheme. From The Westfield Leader, November
25, 2010:

“Westfield resident Joann Crupi, a former employee
of jailed Ponzi scheme financier Bernard Madoff,
faces a maximum 65 years if convicted on all charges
of securities fraud and other charges. The FBI arrested
Crupi November 18 at her Grove Street home.

The Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC)
has charged Crupi as playing a key role in the Ponzi
scheme as a 25-year employee at Bernard L. Madoff
Investment Securities, LLC (BMIS) in New York...
She allegedly ‘helped facilitate the fraud and mislead
investors, auditors, and regulators into believing that
BMIS was a legitimate enterprise.’ When the fraud
was on the verge of collapse, Crupi is said to have
helped decide which accounts should be cashed out
and prepared checks for those selected investors,
many of them who were friends or family of Madoff...

Crupi is alleged to have continued to process client
deposits during this time period, depositing some $59
million of client checks into the Ponzi scheme bank
account from December 4 to December 12, 2008.

According to Crupi’s complaint, Crupi wired $2.25
million from a Ponzi scheme account to an outside
bank account. That money was used to purchase a
home at the Jersey Shore in Mantoloking.

Searching online real-estate records available on
the New Jersey Tax Assessors Association website,
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times learned that Crupi purchased a house with
Judith G. Bowen in 1997 on Grove Street in Westfield
for $412,000.”

According the Securities and Exchamge Commision
(SEC), the Crupi case is still pending in court and is
now in the discovery phase. Is she too small of a fish
to make your “Favorite Scoundrel” list?

There are other candidates (ref: wikipedia).
Former Global Crossing executives with adminis-

trative headquarters in New Jersey lavishly spent
money on themselves. Four of Global Crossing’s
CEOs received at least $23 million in personal loans
from the company, some of which were forgiven
entirely even when facing bankruptcy. These CEOs
also received over $13.5 million in after-tax signing
bonuses along with lucrative stock options. Between
1998 and 2001, Winnick sold approximately $420
million in Global Crossing stock. Other executives

with the company sold an additional $900 million,
totaling $1.3 billion. Mr. Winnick made $734 million
selling his shares in Global Crossing before it col-
lapsed. He helped Democratic National Committee
Chairman Terry McAuliffe turn a $100,000 stock
investment into $18,000,000.

Enron: Jeffrey Keith Skilling is the former president
of Enron Corporation. In 2006 he was convicted of
multiple federal felony charges relating to Enron’s
financial collapse. He grew up in New Jersey and
Aurora, Ill. During his admissions interview for
Harvard Business School, he stated that he was asked
if he was smart, to which he supposedly replied, “I’m
#$!#* smart.” Skilling earned his M.B.A. from Harvard.
When charged with fraud, he claimed he didn’t under-
stand the balance sheets.

Madoff: Born in Queens, he graduated from Hofstra
University in 1960 with a Bachelor of Arts in Political
Science. Federal investigators believe the fraud began
as early as the 1970s — eventually totaling $65 billion.
He was sentenced to 150 years in prison, the maximum
allowed. Since 1991, Madoff and his wife have contrib-
uted about $240,000 to federal candidates, parties and
committees, including $25,000 a year from 2005 through
2008 to the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Commit-
tee as well as amounts to Senator Chuck Schumer and
than Senator Christopher Dodd.

Jon Corzine grew up on a small farm in Willey
Station, Ill. In 1969, he graduated from the University
of Illinois (Urbana) earning Phi Beta Kappa honors.
He received a MBA in 1973 from the University of
Chicago Booth School of Business.

In 1975 he moved his family to Summit and was
hired as a bond trader for Goldman Sachs. He worked
his way up to chairman and CEO in 1994 and con-
verted the firm from a private partnership to a pub-
licly- traded corporation — eventually garnering about
$400 million for himself.

Corzine chaired a presidential commission for Bill
Clinton and served on the U.S. Treasury Department’s
borrowing committee. Corzine participated in meet-
ings of the Bilderberg Group, a network of leaders in
the fields of politics, business, and banking, from
1995–1997, 1999, 2003 and 2004.

After being booted from Goldman Sacks, he bought
his way to U.S. Senator from New Jersey and parlayed
that to become Governor. The voters then bounced
Corzine from that role.

Corzine was appointed CEO and chairman of MF
Global, a multinational futures broker and bond dealer,
in March 2010. Now federal investigators are trying to
figure out where $1.6 billion of client funds disap-
peared. He hasn’t been charged.

The Corzine marriage ended in divorce in Novem-
ber 2003. Corzine’s former wife of 33 years, Joanne
Dougherty, told The New York Times that Corzine “let
his family down, and he’ll probably let New Jersey
down, too.”

Big or small, did we leave anyone off your favorite
scoundrel list? Who else is out there yet uncovered?

METS 4-0?

Memorial Day
The Westfield Memorial Day Pa-

rade encourages your participation
in this year's parade on Monday, May
28. It pays tribute to the men and
women who gave their lives fighting
for our freedom. For businesses, it's a
great way to be further engaged in the
community - and it is free. You may
march in the parade with a sign iden-
tifying your business. You may also
choose to sponsor a wreath or make a
donation. There will be a meeting
held on Tuesday, April 17 at 8 p.m. at
the American Legion Hall on North
Ave. for anyone interested.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help
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Earn and grow!*

2.01%
APY 1

MAKE 10 SIGNATURE-BASED PURCHASES WITH
YOUR FREE PROVIDENT VISA® DEBIT CARD 3

HAVE ONE DIRECT DEPOSIT OR AUTO DEBIT 3

GET eSTATEMENTS VIA ONLINE BANKING

This account is so smart, it rewards all balances, no matter how small. 
It’s easy to qualify and earn ATM fee refunds2 and a great $mart rate 
each statement period when you:

Member FDIC 1-800-448-PROV ProvidentSmartChecking.com

NO MINIMUM ACCOUNT BALANCE

ATM FEE REFUNDS 2

EARN

1Non-promotional 2.01% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) paid on daily balances up to $25,000 (0.20% APY paid on that portion of your daily account balance above $25,000), each
statement period that the qualification requirements are met. If you do not meet the qualification requirements for a statement period, your account will still function as a free checking
account earning 0.05% APY; however, it will not receive ATM fee refunds for that statement period. APYs in effect as of 1/2/12. APY is variable and may change at any time after the
account is opened. No minimum account balance required, however, you must deposit a minimum of $50 to open this account. Withdrawal/transfer restrictions apply; ask for or see
account disclosure for details. Available to consumer/personal account holders only. No monthly service charges. 2 All nationwide ATM fees will be refunded provided qualification 
requirements are met. 3 All qualifying transactions must post and clear your account within one (1) statement period. *Provident Smart Checking comes with a free Provident Visa 
debit card and no activity fee.

SM

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Union County Manager Writes of Upcoming Fiscal Year Budget
April 4, 2012, Dear Freeholders:
The 2012 executive budget is con-

tained in this document for your review
and approval in compliance with
N.J.S.A. 40:41A-1 et Seq., the Op-
tional County Charter Law.

The preparation of this year’s execu-
tive budget proved to be an extraordi-
nary task given our effort to close an
approximately $36-million budget gap.
This deficit resulted in part from de-
clining revenues due to the prolonged
slump in the real estate market; and a
reduction in state reimbursements as
well as increased mandated costs, in-
cluding salaries, pensions and health
insurance. In summary, revenues de-
creased by $9.2 million and appropria-
tions increased over $26 million.

When we first started the budget pro-
cess, some of the major drivers of the
deficit included:

Mandated costs — contractual sala-
ries, pensions, and health insurance —
rose $17 million. Health insurance alone
rose more than $11 million.

The prolonged slump in the real es-
tate market continues to reduce rev-
enues, as we have witnessed our ratable
base plunge from a high of $78 billion
several years ago to under $69 billion
this year. Revenues from the county
clerk’s office (which records real estate
transactions) and sheriff’s office (which
conducts sheriff’s sales) have decreased
by $1.1 million. The reduction in real
estate values has also spurred a 25 per-
cent increase in tax appeals.

State cuts continued to plague
Runnells Specialized Hospital and our
Corrections Department: Four years
ago, the jail received $4 million in
revenues for retaining state prisoners.
Last year that amount was $1 million,
and this year that amount is anticipated
to be reduced to $500,000.

Runnells, which last broke even in
2009, is operating at an unacceptable
$14-million deficit, due in part to state
cuts in funding and rising contractual
costs. We still have an appeal pending
the state’s methods (going back to 2008)
for determining Medicaid payment rates
for nursing facilities provided by
Runnells which would bring $5 million
if successful. Additionally, we are seek-
ing a $1.7-million reimbursement from
Middlesex County for three years us-
age of psychiatric beds from Runnells.

Given the magnitude of these prob-
lems, we forged ahead with a compre-

hensive plan to cut costs, while main-
taining essential services and maxi-
mizing various revenue sources.

First, all departments and constitu-
tional offices were asked to cut up to 5
percent off their adopted 2011 operat-
ing budget. Next, we reached a consen-
sus to initiate program and workforce
reductions.

The following programs and services
are affected:

MusicFest and Rhythm and Blues by
the Brook will be canceled for 2012;

Kids Kingdom events will be can-
celed for 2012;

Rutgers Cooperative Extension of
Union County will be defunded;

The Division of Consumer Affairs
will be eliminated;

The budget for Freeholder Scholars,
Senior Scholars and College for Teens
was cut roughly in half.

Additionally, the Freeholder Board,
myself and department directors have
all agreed to take a three-day voluntary
salary reduction equivalent to what three
unions have already accepted (County
Police Rank and File, County Police
Superior Officers and Local 68 Engi-
neers).

During the past few years, we have
exhausted our options in preventing
layoffs, but unfortunately this year,
given the significant budget deficit, there
is no choice.

We filed our first plan with the state
in February for 44 layoffs to be effec-
tive by May 1. On March 21, we filed a
second round with the state for an addi-
tional 236 layoffs to be effective on
June 1. Throughout this period we also
eliminated a total of 72 vacancies.

We also realized millions more in
additional savings through the follow-
ing austerity measures:

Reforms to the prescription drug pro-
gram, which saved $1.4 million with-
out reducing the benefit to employees;

Deferring a salary increase for 632
exclusionary employees, most of whom
will be entering their fifth year without
a raise, saving $800,000;

Implementing a hiring freeze for all
non-essential positions, savings hun-
dreds of thousands;

Maintaining the voluntary furlough
program and vacation purchase pro-
gram, which is anticipated to save
$150,000 this year.

Upon my appointment as county
manager in August, I immediately cre-
ated an Efficiency Taskforce which
made recommendations saving
$850,000 through cost-saving practices
regarding computers, printers, copiers,
toner, office supplies, stationary, bur-
glar alarms, portal to portal assignment
of vehicles, fuel consumption, cell
phones, Blackberries, and the purchase
of more efficient replacement vehicles.

We will also collect millions in rev-
enues through a pair of innovative mea-
sures developed over the past few years:

The closing of the extended lease for
the Resource Recovery Facility between

the Union County Utilities Authority
and Covanta, which will bring an addi-
tional $2 million in revenues per year to
Union County, beginning this year;

The realization of a total of $1.9
million in revenues through the rental
of beds in the juvenile detention facil-
ity.

Through all of our efforts, we closed
the budget gap, meeting the state cap on
spending. This year’s $483.9-million
executive budget would increase prop-
erty taxes by an average of about $96.

As we look to next year’s budget, our
overall costs will continue to grow faster
than our revenues. Therefore, I have
immediately ordered work to begin on
reforms to address the long-term cost
drivers.

We will review the feasibility of reor-
ganizing or privatizing Runnells Hos-
pital, which as I mentioned above, is
operating at a deficit, and the opera-
tions of the county jail, which costs $55
million to operate. We will also review
privatization of the Watchung Stables,
which is currently operating at a
$600,000 deficit.

While Union County will continue
to make some tough choices in the
months ahead, there appears to be an
economic transformation occurring in
the private sector taking root.

Even with this change, many resi-
dents and businesses still need our help
in this environment. That is why we
must press forward and expand pro-
grams to help employers grow, create
new jobs and revenues, and attract new
business to Union County.

Make no mistake, we are still in an
economic climate where too many resi-
dents and businesses need our help. We
must press forward and expand pro-
grams to help employers grow, create
new jobs and revenues, and attract new
business to Union County.

Chairman Alexander Mirabella an-
nounced the “Union Means Business”
as his primary initiative this year. This
program is designed to bring together
Union County’s business and state, fed-
eral and local government leaders to
talk about economic development.

Over several years, we have worked
to jump-start economic development
and help existing businesses both retain
and expand their labor force. It all starts
with our emphasis on building public-
private partnerships with our business
leaders.

And it’s paying off. For example:
We are currently in planning discus-

sions with a major retailer that is inter-
ested in creating new corporate office
jobs in Union County.

In Elizabeth, we worked to obtain
stimulus financing the state left unused
that allowed Wakefern, one of the
region’s largest employers, to not only
stay but expand and create hundreds
more jobs.

In county government, we were able
to execute a turnaround plan for our
golf division operations through a pub-

lic-private partnership with Kemper
Sports. The turnaround of our golf op-
erations took a $600,000 deficit and
made it into a $300,000 profit over the
past year—approximately a million
dollar turnaround.

This partnership created a statewide
buzz that has resulted in us hosting the
2016 New Jersey State Open Golf
Championship. This will mark the first
time in the tournament’s 91-year his-
tory that the New Jersey State Open
will be played at a public facility.

In other areas, we’ve helped our resi-
dents upgrade their skills to be more
competitive and retrained our workers
for industries that are hiring through
our award-winning One Stop Centers
in Plainfield and Elizabeth.

The county last year administered a
regional $4.9-million Federal “Green
Jobs” grant to be used to train utility
workers for jobs. It is noteworthy we
were the only county selected. The grant
of almost $5 million was one of the
biggest grants out of 25 that were
awarded nationwide in the Energy Train-
ing Partnership Grants program.

We recently welcomed a delegation
from China with an interest in invest-
ment and development opportunities.
Now, the Wenzhou Chinese Govern-
ment will finance a new campus of
Kean University overseas. We antici-
pate there will be more positive devel-
opments to come from this partnership.

Finally, I want to close my message
by adding we recognize this budget will
affect the lives of those employees who
will be laid off, and those who provide
county services. These are people who
depend on their jobs for their liveli-
hood.

While it may not be possible to ease
the pain for employees and their fami-
lies who may affected, we will do our
best to soften the impact. Any affected
employee may receive services through
our One Stop counselors as it pertains
to any employment assistance, job
search, or retraining service they may
desire. A rapid response team from the
Department of Labor will also meet
with employees to expedite unemploy-
ment assistance, and assist with resume
building.

Furthermore, Civil Service will es-
tablish a special re-employment list for
all affected county employees, ranked
by seniority. If the need arises to call
them back to work at the county, Civil
Service will ensure they are called back.

I look forward to working in partner-
ship with the Board of Chosen Free-
holders throughout this budget process.

Alfred J. Faella
Union County Manager

Student at Kean Seeks Information

Letters to the Editor

My name is Francesca Figalo and I’m
a journalism student at Kean University,
Union, NJ. I am doing a presentation for
my Editing Skills in Journalism course
where I was assigned to choose a local
newspaper in NJ and interview someone
who works for that newspaper and who
can give me information about that pub-
lication. I chose The Westfield Leader for
my presentation.

I am not sure if I am e-mailing the right
person, but I would like to ask questions
pertaining to the history of the newspa-
per, the number of editors and of report-
ers working for the newspaper, the types
of stories published in the newspaper,
etc. The interview can be done in person
or through e-mail...both are fine for me.
If I sent this e-mail to the wrong person,
could you please refer me to someone
who can answer my questions about your

newspaper? I would really appreciate it.

Francesca Figalo
Union

Editor’s reply: Hello Francesca, We’d
be happy to help. First, please review our
newspaper website, www.goleader.com.
Note staff page, help page, advertising,
This Is Westfield, archives to 1907. At the
change of the millennium, we published
a special century history addition - please
read www.goleader.com/99dec30/
99dec30.pdf

This edition has several great stories:
pages 3, 5, 10 for example. The history of
The Westfield Leader is on page 20 of that
edition.

When you are done, send a list of
questions. We’ll get back to you. Then
give us a call - (908) 232-4407

Horace Corbin

WHERE IT ALL BEGAN…Pictured here is the first home of The Westfield
Leader at the corner of East Broad and Prospect Streets in Westfield. Pictured to
the right of the doorway is the founder of The Leader, John H. Cash. This
photograph, taken by J.G. Brokaw of Westfield, shows The Leader office
sometime between September 1890 and January 1892.
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SHMURAH MATZAH…Families participate in the Union County Torah Cen-
ter of Westfield’s Model Matzah Bakery on April 1. During this hands-on, do-it-
yourself activity, which was open to the public, children and adults mixed,
kneaded, rolled and baked their very own round “Shmurah Matzah.”

‘Ancient Art of Rubbings’
Set Sunday at Miller-Cory

WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum, located at 614 Moun-
tain Avenue in Westfield, will present
“The Ancient Art of Rubbings” this
Sunday, April 15, from 2 to 4 p.m.

The art of “rubbings” – a simple
technique of recreating a raised de-
sign on paper – originated in China
soon after papermaking was devel-
oped, more than 2,000 years ago.

The program will include the his-
tory of the art form as well as differ-
ent methods of producing the de-
signs. Children will have an opportu-
nity to try their hand at creating their
own rubbings. Costumed docents will
be available to guide visitors through
the fully furnished, 1740 farmhouse.
In the museum’s Frazee Building,
members of the Cooking Committee
will prepare seasonal recipes over the

open-hearth fire using authentic co-
lonial methods and seasonal ingredi-
ents. The gift shop will be open, of-
fering a variety of colonial toys, crafts,
books and educational materials.

Admission will be $3 for adults,
$1 for students and free for children
under age 4.

Upcoming Sunday programs in-
clude the “Sheep to Shawl Festival”
on April 22, from 1 to 4 p.m., and “The
New Jersey Devil and Other Tall Tales”
on April 29. The museum also will
feature house tours on Sunday, May 6,
and “Cleanliness is in the Mind of the
Beholder” on Sunday, May 20.

Also coming up is the museum’s
annual “Aunt Carrie’s Attic Sale” on
Saturday, May 26, from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. (the rain date is Sunday, May
27). The public is invited to attend
the sale and also to donate items
such as housewares, books (exclud-
ing textbooks), linens, toys, bric-a-
brac or small furniture pieces. The
museum is not accepting clothing,
electronics of any kind or anything
that is broken. To arrange a drop-off
time between May 1 and May 25,
call or e-mail the museum. All dona-
tions are tax-deductible.

For more information, or to ar-
range a tour or other program, call
the office weekday mornings at
(908) 232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.
Details on programs also can be
found on the museum’s Facebook
page. The museum’s website is
millercoryhouse.org.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey will host the Fourth An-
nual Come A.L.I.V.E. in the Commu-
nity event, an inspirational day of com-
munity service for teenagers, on Sun-
day, April 22, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Participants will have the opportu-
nity to help their community by col-
lecting food, cleaning parks, donat-
ing art projects to charities and other
endeavors.

A.L.I.V.E. stands for Alliance,
Leadership, Involvement,
Volunteerism, Energy. It was formed
when teens from the JCC and the I
Have a Dream program at Plainfield
High School worked together and
participated in programs that taught
them to be responsible, involved and
active adolescents in their respective
communities.

This group of teens coordinated the
first Come A.L.I.V.E. in the Commu-

nity event and over the last three years,
teens from area high schools have all
participated and worked together.

This program runs in conjunction
with J-Serve’s National Day of Jew-
ish Youth Service and is sponsored
by the JCC and the Plainfield I Have
a Dream program.

Advanced registration is not re-
quired. Individuals may register the
day of the event at the JCC of Central
New Jersey. For more information,
contact Lindsay Napchen, Teen Ser-
vices director, at lnapchen@jccnj.org
or (908) 889-8800, extension no. 203.

The JCC of Central New Jersey is
located at 1391 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains. It is a constituent
agency of the Jewish Federation of
Central New Jersey, United Way of
Greater Union County and the
Westfield United Fund. Financial as-
sistance is available for membership
and various programs.

Fanwood Presbyterian
Posts Blood Drive

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church will conduct its an-
nual blood drive on Saturday, April
21, from 7:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
New Jersey Blood Services Donor
Center, located at 2279 South Av-
enue in Scotch Plains, about one mile
east of the Fanwood Train Station.

There is a great need for all blood
types and plasma donations. Refresh-
ments will be available for all pre-
senting donors. Walk-ins will be wel-
come. For an appointment, contact
Debbie Glover at (908) 822-2241 or
aglov1120@aol.com.

Cantor Novick to Be Feted
At ‘Evening of the Arts’

WESTFIELD – Members of the
congregation, friends, family and
special guests will honor Cantor
Martha Novick on Friday and Sat-
urday, April 27 and 28, for her 25
years of service to Temple Emanu-
El.

To celebrate Cantor Novick’s
25th anniversary, temple members
and guests are invited to attend
“An Evening of the Arts” on April
28 at 6:30 p.m. The evening will
begin with hors d’oeuvres and
drinks catered by Eddie Levy of
Linden’s Signature Creations. With
a jazz combo providing music, at-
tendees will view an exhibit of art
created by members of Temple
Emanu-El and coordinated by Jacie
Civins, proprietor of Evalyn Dunn
Gallery in Westfield, and Audrie
Birnbaum.

All of the art, which will include
watercolors, mixed media, photog-
raphy and oil paintings, will be
available for purchase. A portion
of the proceeds will be donated to
the temple.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick will
present a resolution commemorat-
ing Cantor Novick’s service to
Temple Emanu-El and the com-
munity. Rabbi Charles Kroloff and
Rabbi Douglas Sagal also will of-
fer presentations to honor Cantor
Novick.

The Grammy Award-winning
The Klezmatics – specifically cho-
sen by Cantor Novick to entertain
at this event – will then perform.
Following the concert and presen-
tations, the evening will conclude
with desserts prepared by Ralph
Bencivenga,  proprietor of
Bovella’s Pastry Shoppe in
Westfield.

“For a quarter of a century, Can-
tor Novick has enriched our lives
with the warmth of Jewish tradi-
tion and the inspiration of Jewish
song,” said Rabbi Kroloff, vice-
president for Special Projects of
Hebrew Union College-Jewish In-
stitute of Religion and Rabbi
Emeritus of Temple Emanu-El.
“Whether at times of celebration

or sadness, she has lifted our spir-
its and touched our souls.”

“Cantor Novick is a world-class
cantor,” added Rabbi Sagal, senior
rabbi at Temple Emanu-El. “Her
beautiful voice, coupled with her
caring nature, has made her a be-
loved figure at Temple Emanu-El.”

The cost is $75 per person. For
tickets, contact Carolyn Shane, ex-
ecutive director of Temple Emanu-
El, at (908) 232-6770, extension
no. 114.

Guests and temple members also
are invited to attend Friday night
services on April 27 at 7:45 p.m. as
Cantor Novick, along with current
and former Temple Choir mem-
bers, sing many beloved Hebrew
melodies.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA, to-
gether with the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood PTA Council, will host a
5K Run and One Mile Fun Walk/
Jog/Run on Saturday, April 28, be-
ginning at 8:30 a.m.

Entitled “United for a Cause,”
the event will start and end at the Y,
located at 1340 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains. The goals of the
event are to celebrate and provide
opportunit ies for  health and
wellness within the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood community. Proceeds
from “United for a Cause” will
benefit the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
PTA Council Health and Wellness
Scholarship.

The event also will benefit
Livestrong at the Y, a 12-week
physical activity program free to
members of the community who
are recovering from cancer, which
offers educational  seminars,

childcare assistance and services
for financial management. The goal
of Livestrong is to help participants
to “get their lives back” physically,
mentally and spiritually.

The One Mile Fun Walk/Jog/Run
will begin at 8:30 a.m., with the 5K
beginning at 9:15 a.m. A $10 Fun
Run registration fee will be re-
quired to participate; the 5K regis-
tration fee is $25. Individual dona-
tions also can be made. Children
under the age of 10 must be ac-
companied by an adult. No pets
will be allowed on the courses.

Individuals may register at the Y
or online at spfk5k.com. A pack-
age pickup for this event will take
place at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA facility on Friday, April
27, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. All
registered runners and walkers
should pick up their packets dur-
ing that time period.

For more information, contact Sheri
Cognetti, senior program director at
the Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA,
at (908) 889-8880 or by e-mail at
scognetti@fanwoodscotchplainsymca.org.

Optimists, Rotary to Collect
Items For Furniture Assist

WESTFIELD – Members of the
Optimist Club and the Rotary Club
of Westfield will again demonstrate
their commitment to community
service by sponsoring a collection
of household items on Saturday,
April 28, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. to
support Furniture Assist.

Based in Kenilworth, Furniture
Assist was established to provide
furniture, appliances and other
household items, free of charge, to
families or individuals in need. Fur-
niture Assist accepts donations
from individuals and organizations
that have items they are looking to
get rid of, yet are still in good,
useable condition.

Anyone with items they wish to
donate, or who is in need, or who
wishes to learn more about Furni-

ture Assist, is asked to call (973)
868-6007 or visi t
furnitureassist.com/.

Items accepted for collection in-
clude “gently used” light furni-
ture, working appliances and elec-
tronics, kitchen and cooking sup-
plies, clothes, linens, towels,
books, pictures and toys. Any
household items which help make
a house a home will be accepted.
For larger and heavier items that
do not fit in a car, call (973) 868-
6007 to arrange a pickup. A mini-
mum $40 fee will be charged to
cover transportation costs.

For information about the Opti-
mist Club of Westfield, go to:
westfieldnj.com/optimist and for in-
formation about the Rotary Club of
Westfield, go to: westfieldrotary.com.

w w w. J a m e s Wa r d M a n s i o n . c o m

THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY ! 282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

F-SP Y, PTA Council Plan
‘United’ Fun Walk/5K

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

The Rotary Club of Westfield

www.westfieldrotary.com

Helping Our Community For 86 Years

Please Join Us For Lunch

Every Tuesday, at the Westfield Area Y

12:15 pm to 1:30 pm

Criminal Defense

Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney

DWI & Municipal Court

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001     www.stahlesq.com

White Collar Criminal Defense

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

Attorney-at-Law

General Practice

Estate Planning and Probate

Divorce and Mediation

201 South Avenue E.

Westfield

654-8885

Eve. and Sat. Appt’s

Library Friends Seek
Book Sale Donations
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Friends

of the Mountainside Public Library
will hold its gigantic spring book sale
for all ages on Saturday, April 28.
Doors will be open from 10 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. All proceeds from the sale
will support library programs.

The sale will include hardcover
books, paperbacks, fiction, non-fic-
tion and children’s books. There also
will be an assortment of CDs, DVDs
and other items.

Donations may be brought inside
the library during business hours
from Saturday, April 21, through
Wednesday, April 25. The library
will accept donations of books,
DVDs and CDs, as well as puzzles
and video games, including X-Box,
Wii, Playstation and other gaming
stations. Donated items should be
clean, usable and in good condition.
The library is unable to accept text-
books, magazines, encyclopedias or
outdated materials.

The Mountainside Public Library
is located on Constitution Plaza. For
more information, or to learn about
becoming a Friend of the
Mountainside Library, visit
mountainsidelibrary.org or call (908)
233-0115.

‘Project Fit’ Event For Kids
To Promote Power of Play

WESTFIELD – Boys and girls in
grades 1 through 5 are invited to
participate in an afternoon of active
fun and games on Wednesday, April
25, from 3:30 to 5 p.m. at the Wash-
ington Elementary School play-
ground, located at 900 St. Marks
Avenue in Westfield.

The event, entitled “Project Fit,”
is a Silver Award project intended
to provide active alternatives to tele-
vision and computer games in
preparation for “Screen-Free
Week.”

Cadette members of Girl Scout
Troop No. 40769 have partnered
with Playworks, a national non-
profit organization that provides
safe, healthy and inclusive play in
low-income schools. Project Fit will

feature a variety of new and famil-
iar playground games that encour-
age physical activity and fair play.
Children also will participate in
activities about making healthy food
choices and will be invited to sign a
pledge to go “screen-free” the week
of April 30.

Admission to the event will be a
non-perishable healthy snack such
as raisins, fruit cups or granola bars
(no nuts), to be donated to one of
Playworks’ partner schools in New-
ark, Brooklyn or Roselle. Pre-reg-
istration by Friday, April 20, is re-
quired and may be done by contact-
ing projectfit123@yahoo.com. In
the event of rain, the event will be
held in the Washington School gym-
nasium.See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com Caring/Sharing Network
Plans Library Program

GARWOOD – The Caring/Shar-
ing Network of Union County will
present a program at the Garwood
Public Library on Monday, April
16, at 7 p.m. The network is a group
of women who represent various
service providers in the Union
County area, offering information
regarding home health care, visit-
ing physicians, hearing health care,
palliative and hospice care, as well
as senior moving and transition ser-
vices.

This organization has given more
than 80 presentations to AARP
groups, senior community groups,
retired persons groups, caregiver sup-
port groups and churches and syna-

gogues, speaking with the goal of
educating seniors and their caregivers
about important services available to
them of which they might not be
aware.

Registration is required for this
event and may be done in person at
the library, by calling (908) 789-1670,
or via the library’s interactive calen-
dar page found at its website,
youseemore.com/garwood.

The library is located at 411 Third
Avenue, at the corner of Third Avenue
and Walnut Street, behind the Lincoln
School complex. Hours of operation
are Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m.
to 8 p.m.; Fridays, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
and Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

JCC Invites Teens to Attend
Come A.L.I.V.E. Event
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Temple Sholom to Observe
Holocaust Remembrance

FANWOOD – Temple Sholom of
Fanwood/Scotch Plains will com-
memorate Yom HaShoah (Holocaust
Remembrance Day) on Friday, April
20, and Sunday, April 22, with a free,
two-part program. Open
to the public, it will be
funded by the
congregation’s Nathanson
Adult Education Fund.

Both events will feature
a presentation from
people who, as teenagers,
experienced Nazi
oppression firsthand; one
escaped with her family
from Germany, the other
survived the horrors of
Auschwitz.

On April 20, at 7 p.m.,
in the Fanwood Presbyterian Church’s
Westminster Hall, Holocaust survivor
Hedy Brasch will tell her story. Born
in Miskolc, Hungary, she was 14 years
old when she, her sister and mother
were deported to Auschwitz.
Subsequently sent to a work camp in
Bremen, Germany, Ms. Brasch and
her sister were eventually liberated
from Bergen-Belsen concentration
camp and sent by the International
Red Cross to Sweden for recovery.

Ms. Brasch will augment her story
with photographs of herself as a child
model, along with excerpts from the
Oprah Winfrey show she appeared on
in May 2006, which focused on Elie
Wiesel’s book “Night.” Her

presentation will be followed by Temple
Sholom’s evening Shabbat service at 8
p.m. in the chapel.

On April 22, at 7 p.m., Temple
Sholom member Marianne Kriman will

serve as witness to the
terror of National
Socialism. At age 13, she
and her family
experienced a desperate
struggle to escape Nazi
Germany and occupied
Europe before the full fury
of the Shoah was released.

Following Ms.
Kriman’s talk, Student
Cantor Vicky Glikin will
perform a special liturgy
she has compiled, accom-
panied by a quartet of

cantorial students and various instru-
mentalists. Included will be a candle-
lighting ceremony in memory of those
who perished during the Shoah, those
who survived against all odds and
those who risked their lives for the
sake of others.

Temple Sholom is located in the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church at the
corner of Martine and LaGrande Av-
enues. The congregation’s chapel is
around the corner off Marian Av-
enue. Attendees are asked to enter
through the door on Marian marked
“Temple Sholom.” For more infor-
mation, call (908) 889-4900, e-mail
sholom@sholomnj.org or visit
sholomnj.org.

Clean Communities Day
Set April 21 in Fanwood

FANWOOD – The Borough of
Fanwood will hold its 23rd Annual
Clean Communities Day on Saturday,
April 21, as part of the community’s
observance of Earth Day.

Grant money was made available
for the event through the New Jer-
sey Department of Environmental
Protection. Individual volunteers of
all ages, Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts,
interested organizations and family
groups, are invited to assemble at
8:30 a.m. by the Millennium Clock
at the south-side parking lot of the
railroad station.

Participants will be able to enjoy
bagels (donated by Fanwood Ba-
gels and Deli), doughnuts and cof-
fee. Each participant additionally
will receive a coupon for a slice of
pizza from the South Martine Av-
enue Deli. Earth Day T-shirts, work
gloves, pick-up devices and plastic
bags will be distributed. Joanne
Gemenden, Union County recycling
coordinator, will provide partici-

pating children with some “good-
ies.” This year’s special giveaway
will be a “thermo tote.”

The 100 or so expected volunteers
will be organized into teams with a
leader and then transported by
Fanwood Department of Public
Works employees to one of 13 loca-
tions designated for cleanup. These
include Forest Road Park, LaGrande
Park, Carriage House Park, the Bor-
ough Hall, Fanwood Memorial Li-
brary and municipal parking areas,
as well as the area around the rail-
road tracks. At no cost to the Bor-
ough of Fanwood, NJ Transit will
provide two flagmen to provide se-
curity for those assigned to this area.

In addition, members of the
Fanwood Lions Club will pick up
litter along Fanwood’s stretch of
South Avenue.

For more information concern-
ing this event, call the Fanwood
Department of Public Works at
(908) 322-7404.

Country Western Festivities
To Mark Coalition’s 30th

WESTFIELD – The Elizabeth
Coalition to House the Homeless will
celebrate its 30th anniversary with a
Country Western Fling and Dance on
Sunday, April 22, from 2 to 5 p.m. in
the St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church Auditorium, located at 1600
Rahway Avenue in Westfield.

Participants will have an opportu-
nity to enjoy an afternoon of country
western line dancing, dance lessons
and music. This family-fun event also
will feature country western food,
50/50 drawings and door prizes. In-

dividuals additionally are invited to
sign up for a chili cook-off.

Admission will be $10 per person;
$5 for children under 12 and free for
those age 2 and under.

For ticket information, call Sister
Maryanne Tracey at (908) 355-2060,
extension no. 202, or Sarah Johnson at
(908) 355-2060, extension no. 203, or
e-mail Mary Rita Williams at m-r-
williams@hotmail.com. Those inter-
ested in the chili cook-off are asked to
e-mail Sarah Johnson at
coalitionbp@optonline.net for details.

Library to Offer Workshops
On LinkedIn and Facebook
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Public Library invites mem-
bers of the public to attend two free
workshops about getting started
with LinkedIn and Facebook and
maximizing the effectiveness of
these social media platforms.

Led by Leora Wenger, both pro-
grams will include a formal presen-
tation followed by an informal dis-
cussion period. Ms. Wenger has
given talks at New Jersey libraries
about social media, including Twit-
ter and Facebook.

Ms. Wenger will speak about
LinkedIn on Thursday, April 19, at
7 p.m. LinkedIn is a popular social
media platform for establishing
business connections. In this work-
shop, she will discuss how to set up
a LinkedIn profile, how to connect
with others, ways to meet others in
one’s professional field or geo-
graphical area by using groups, and
how employers go about using
LinkedIn to find potential employ-
ees. Newcomers to LinkedIn and
those who have been on the plat-
form for years are welcome to at-
tend and to share their questions
and experiences.

Ms. Wenger will lead a workshop
on Facebook on Monday, May 7, at
7 p.m. Facebook is the most popu-
lar social media platform. A free-
access social networking site, it en-
ables users to share with friends,
connect with business associates,
join groups, learn about products
and services, store and share photo-
graphs, play games and use a vari-
ety of applications.

In this workshop, Ms. Wenger
will cover how to set up a Facebook
profile and discuss privacy issues
and the basics of sharing. Partici-
pants will compare personal pro-
files, business pages and groups
and learn when to use each one.
Newcomers and those experienced
with Facebook alike are welcome.

Registration is required. To re-
serve a place, call (908) 868-1548,
extension no. 204, e-mail
library@scotlib.org or respond via
the library’s website, scotlib.org.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in the
center of the township. Driving di-
rections and more information can
be found at scotlib.org.

Ladies Auxiliary Sets
Clothing Drive Date

WESTFIELD – The Ladies
Auxiliary’s Annual Clothing Drive
will take place on Saturday, April 21,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at American
Legion Martin Wallberg Post No. 3,
located at 1003 North Avenue, West,
in Westfield. Donations can be
dropped off up to and including that
day. Needed items include clean,
“wearable” clothing, along with blan-
kets, sheets, towels, shoes and belts.

Library Friends Request
Donations For Book Sale

WESTFIELD – The Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library has an-
nounced that plans are underway for
the organization’s 39th Annual Book
Sale.

The Friends will accept book do-
nations beginning Thursday and Fri-
day, April 19 and 20, from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m., and on Saturday, April 21,
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the library,
located at 550 East Broad Street.

The Friends will accept adult and
children’s hardcover and paperback
books, CDs, DVDs, videos and re-
corded books. Donations need to be
in resalable condition. Records, en-
cyclopedias, textbooks, condensed
books, out-of-date or damaged,
stained or mildewed books will not
be accepted. Donations of books are

tax-deductible.
The book sale is a significant

fundraiser for the Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library. The
Friends group, which is celebrating
its 40th anniversary this year, do-
nates funds to the library and pre-
sents multiple services and programs
to the library’s patrons.

The sale will begin on Wednesday,
April 25, with a members-only sale
from 9 a.m. to noon. Memberships
will be available at the door. The sale
will continue on Wednesday from 2
to 8 p.m., and on Thursday, April 26,
and Friday, April 27, from 10 a.m. to
8 p.m. A half-price sale will take
place on April 27 and Bag Day will
be Saturday, April 28, from 9:30 a.m.
to 1 p.m.

GOOD NEIGHBORS…The 2012 Fund Distribution Committee of the Westfield
United Fund, pictured left to right, include: Front row, John Toriello, Elizabeth
Mitchell Ryan, Karin Heffron, Colleen Echausse, Susan Taylor and Rick Malacrea,
and back row, Colleen McDonald Maz, Marcee Rogers, Gwyneth Cote, Kate
Fleschler, George Kunath and Jon Walker. Not pictured is Jeff Pinkin.

Westfield United Fund
Reviews 2013 Requests

WESTFIELD – Each March, the
Westfield United Fund (WUF) con-
venes a committee of Westfield resi-
dents to review funding requests
from the WUF’s 20 member social-
service agencies for the following
year. After reviewing and evaluat-
ing the agencies’ requests, the com-
mittee debates and deliberates the
needs of both the community and
each agency to determine how the
funds are to be allocated.

Colleen Echausse, chairwoman
of the Fund Distribution Commit-
tee, challenges her group to dis-
tribute over half a million dollars
among agencies that provide vital
services to area residents. These
agencies care for the disabled, de-
liver meals to homebound citizens,
provide shelter and counseling to
domestic-abuse victims, promote
healthy lifestyles for all ages and
counsel the depressed, among
many other services.

For Ms. Echausse and her com-
mittee, the task has been more chal-
lenging in recent years, due to the
depressed economic climate. “With
government funding cuts, many of
these non-profits are experiencing
wait lists for services,” she said.
“And in an economy like this, the
non-profits are finding that their
client base is increasing. People
are hurting.”

The residents who serve on the
Fund Distribution Committee
spend hundreds of hours over a
three-month period, interviewing
agency directors, reviewing finan-
cial information and evaluating the
effectiveness of programs and ser-
vices. Each agency is responsible
for answering questions on the
achievements of its programs, how

many people it serves, what alter-
native sources of income are avail-
able and what problems could be
encountered in the next year. Once
the WUF Board of Trustees ap-
proves the final recommendations
from the committee, the 2012 cam-
paign goal will be established and
the money raised will be distrib-
uted in 2013.

Throughout the entire process,
Ms. Echausse said, the Fund Dis-
tribution Committee never loses
sight of the residents who donate
to the WUF. “The caring and fi-
nancial support of our residents
truly reflects the Westfield spirit
of outreach and giving to others,”
she said. “They can be comforted
by the knowledge that their gift
will go far – but not far away.”

The WUF programs and member
agencies include: After School Tu-
toring, the American Red Cross,
The Arc of Union County, the Boy
Scouts, Court Appointed Special
Advocates of Union County
(CASA), Central Jersey Legal Ser-
vices, the Cerebral Palsy League,
Community Access Unlimited,
CONTACT We Care, the Girl
Scouts, the Jewish Community Cen-
ter, Jewish Family Services, Mo-
bile Meals of Westfield, Prevention
Links, UCPC Behavioral
Healthcare, the Westfield Day Care
Center, the Westfield Area “Y,”
YWCA Eastern Union County and
Youth and Family Counseling Ser-
vice.

BITTERSWEET DESIGNS
GIRLS NIGHT OUT

FLIP FLOP-A-PALOOZA 
THURSDAY *  APRIL 19TH  *  5 PM – 9 PM 

FROM 5 TO 9 PM ONLY…BUY 1 PAIR OF ELZIA B FLIP FLOPS & 

GET A SECOND PAIR OF EQUAL OR LESS VALUE AT HALF PRICE. 

212 LENOX AVENUE…ACROSS FROM THE WESTFIELD POST OFFICE 

908-398-0330

Like Us On Facebook For Special Online Promotions!

Francis M. Smith, esq.
I’m the only attorney involved in your case.

Your personal injury gets my personal attention.

Friendly, honest representation

No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

www.franksmithlaw.com

908-233-5800

The Law Offices of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ

Over 30 Years of
Experience Resolving Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries
Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death
Job Related Injuries

Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

Marianne Kriman
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   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

Gray Funeral Homes 
Since 1897 

 

 

John-Michael “J.M.” Jones

N.J. Lic. #4869

Director

www.grayfuneralhomes.com

PARKINSON’S AWARENESS…Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky presents a
proclamation at the March 27 town council meeting announcing April as
Parkinson’s Disease Awareness Month to Barbara Ringk, facilitator, and mem-
bers of the Westfield Parkinson Support Group. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Ms. Ringk, Wilma Barker, facilitator (background), Mayor Skibitsky, Sydney
Helfen, Lecia DeHaven, Duane and Norma Engelhardt.

Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)

Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

K.A.G.

Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)

Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

M.L.

POLICE BLOTTER
Garden Club to Present
Education Day Saturday

WESTFIELD – The Garden Club
of Westfield has announced an open
invitation to its free Garden Educa-
tion Day this Saturday, April 14. No
pre-registration is needed; walk-ins
to the event are encouraged and will

be welcome from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
Williams Nursery, located at 524
Springfield Avenue in Westfield.

Partnering with David Williams,
longtime nurseryman, the Garden
Club of Westfield has planned a day
filled with lectures, demonstrations,
hands-on activities, plantings, tours
and other offerings.

Featured speakers and their sched-
uled topics are: David Wilson – “Out-
standing New Plants for Westfield Gar-
dens”; Susan Wainwright – “Organic
Pest Management”; Lloyd Traven –
“Take Back Your Yard/Edible Land-
scape”; Rosemary Shire – “Fleurs and
Art”; Eileen McIntyre – “Composting”;
Eagle Scout Kerr Mullen – “Water
Conservation,” and Jeannie Geremia –
“Jersey Fresh/Jersey Grown.”

Additionally, Mr. Williams will con-
duct guided greenhouse walks. Mas-
ter gardeners will answer questions
regarding plantings and dispense ad-
vice on proper care of gardens. Free
refreshments and hourly drawings for
door prizes are scheduled.

Williams Nursery provides plants for
the planters maintained by the Garden
Club of Westfield at the intersection of
Broad and Elm Streets in Westfield.

Parade Committee
To Meet Tuesday

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Day Parade Committee
invites everyone interested in partici-
pating in this year’s parade to come
to the planning meeting on Tuesday,
April 17, at 8 p.m. It will take place
upstairs at American Legion Martin
Wallberg Post No. 3, located at 1003
North Avenue West in Westfield.

The parade is scheduled for Mon-
day, May 28, beginning at 9 a.m.
Organizations interested in march-
ing in this year’s tribute should have
a representative attend this meeting.

Participation in the parade also can
include sponsoring a wreath to be
placed at the Monument to Veterans of
World War I during opening ceremo-
nies or through financial contributions
to help offset the costs of running the
parade. For more information, call
Stan Cuba at (908) 233-2767.

Errands
~n~

Chores
LLC

“I make life a little easier”
Elizabeth Marasco 908-906-0604   liz@errandsnchores.net

♥ Do you need someone to drop-off or pick-up at the 
pharmacy, post office, dry cleaner, etc.?

♥ Want someone to shop, do laundry or prepare a light meal?

♥ Recovering from surgery/illness and need a helping hand?

♥ Need someone to stop in regularly to check on your safety, 
take casual walks or help with reading your mail?

♥ Need a trustworthy house sitter or someone to check on your 
house, bring in your mail/papers or water your plants while 
you’re away?

♥ I also file paperwork; wait for deliveries/repairmen; clear
clutter or just help with tasks.

♥ I’m here to help, just let me know what you need!

WL 04/12/12

8000 Fellowship Road • Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Poetry to Be Focus
Of Folk Music Café

MOUNTAINSIDE – Fans of music
and poetry are in for a double delight
at this month’s “Folk Music Café”
next Thursday, April 19, at 7 p.m. at
the Mountainside Public Library.

Liz Queler, Seth Farber and Joey
Farber will perform The Edna Project,
the poetry of Edna St. Vincent Millay
set to their own original music.

In honor of April being National
Poetry Month, the library will dedi-
cate this Folk Music Café to a perfor-
mance that showcases Millay’s
Pulitzer Prize-winning poetry. As al-
ways, there will be time for audience
members to sing along, read a favor-
ite poem or perform during the open
mic period.

Admission will be free and will
include the performance, coffee, tea
and dessert. This program is spon-
sored by a grant from the Watts-
Mountainside Community Founda-
tion.

The Mountainside Public Library
is located on Constitution Plaza. For
more information about this program,
or any other library events, call the
library at (908) 233-0115 or visit
mountainsidelibrary.org.

Westfield
Monday, April 2, David Moncada,

21, of Green Brook was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) following a motor vehicle acci-
dent investigation on West South Av-
enue near the traffic circle. Moncada
also was charged with possession of a
controlled dangerous substance (CDS)/
less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana. He was released with summonses
to a responsible adult.

Wednesday, April 4, Rachel Miceli,
27, of East Brunswick was arrested on
an outstanding East Brunswick warrant
for $120 pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop on North Avenue near Crossway
Place. She was processed and released
after posting bail.

Wednesday, April 4, a burglary was
reported at a residence on the 500 block
of Kimball Avenue. Two pairs of dia-
mond stud earrings, with an approxi-
mate value of $6,000, were taken.

Wednesday, April 4, Justin Bellotti,
28, and Steven Muzeni, 28, both of
Westfield, were arrested and charged with
shoplifting in connection with the theft of
a $250 watch from a business on the 600
block of West North Avenue. Both men
were transported to police headquarters,
processed and released with summonses.

Thursday, April 5, William D. Way, 57,
of Westfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing no-bail Somerset County Sheriff’s
warrant during a motor vehicle stop in the
area of the south-side train station park-
ing lot. Way was transported to police
headquarters, processed and turned over
to the Somerset County Sheriff’s Office.

Thursday, April 5, Amira M. Chaghlil,
23, of New Providence was arrested on
an outstanding Rutherford warrant dur-
ing a motor vehicle stop in the area of
East North Avenue and St. Paul Street.
She was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released after
posting $120 cash bail.

Thursday, April 5, Kyle Fleming, 23,
of Westfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing Westfield traffic warrant for $106
while at police headquarters. He was
processed and released after posting bail.

Friday, April 6, Daniel S. Johnson,
23, of Garwood was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop in the area of Sy-
camore Street and Columbus Avenue
on outstanding traffic warrants from
Garwood and Clark, each for $500. He
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released on his own re-
cognizance by Garwood and then posted
cash bail for the Clark warrant.

Friday, April 6, Makesha S. Holmes,
25, of Plainfield responded to police
headquarters to satisfy an active
Westfield traffic warrant. Holmes was
processed and released after posting
$114 cash bail.

Friday, April 6, Christopher M.
Palazzo, 49, of South Plainfield was
arrested during an investigation on the
400 block of West North Avenue on an
outstanding criminal warrant from Long
Branch for $146. He also was wanted
on criminal charges from Florida, North
Carolina and Louisiana. These charges
involved no-bail warrants issued by each
jurisdiction. None of the three states
would extradite Palazzo for their re-
spective criminal charges. Palazzo
posted $146 cash bail for the Long
Branch warrant and was released.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, April 4, a resident of

Cicilia Place reported that sometime
overnight, someone entered his un-
locked motor vehicle and removed an
undetermined amount of change.

Wednesday, April 4, a resident of
Front Street reported that a neighbor
yells obscenities at her and parks her
motor vehicle in front of her house.

Wednesday, April 4, a resident of
Swans Mill Lane reported that some-
one removed a diamond ring, valued at
approximately $25,000, from his bed-
room after he had several people over.
After they left he noticed that the ring
was missing.

Wednesday, April 4, a resident of
Hunter Avenue reported that sometime
overnight, someone entered his un-

locked motor vehicle, which was parked
in his driveway, and removed multiple
DVDs. The DVDs were valued at ap-
proximately $100.

Wednesday, April 4, Luis Ferla, 40,
of Elizabeth was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on East Second Street on
an outstanding $1,158 warrant issued
by the Scotch Plains Court. He was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Thursday, April 5, a student at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School reported
that he left his bag unattended during
class, and someone removed his iPhone,
valued at approximately $450.

Friday, April 6, a resident of Weaver
Street reported that sometime overnight,
someone entered her unlocked motor
vehicle, which was parked in the drive-
way, and removed a GPS unit. The unit
was valued at approximately $350.

Friday, April 6, a patron at a restau-
rant on Park Avenue reported that some-
time during the night, someone removed
money and personal belongings from
his jacket pocket.

Friday, April 6, Edward Roach, 19, of
Plainfield was arrested after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Front Street on an outstand-
ing $650 warrant issued by the Plainfield
Court. He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Friday, April 6, Leonardo Quinteros,
19, of Dunellen was arrested and
charged with possession of suspected
marijuana after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Saturday, April 7, Tyerione Tabron,
34, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with possession of suspected
marijuana after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Sunday, April 8, Jashire Reid, 19, of
Somerset was arrested and charged with
obstruction of justice after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Park Avenue, at which
time Reid allegedly gave multiple names
and dates of birth. He was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
released.

Sunday, April 8, Stephanie
Sherwood, 19, of South Plainfield was
arrested and charged with possession
of suspected marijuana after a motor
vehicle stop on Cooper Road. She was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Fanwood
Sunday, April 1, a resident of the 300

block of North Avenue reported that
sometime between January 1 and April
1, someone removed two watches, val-
ued at approximately $4,200, from his
bedroom. According to police, it is un-
known who took them at this time.

Monday, April 2, Yahmira Arthur,
27, of Elizabeth was arrested on an
active warrant out of South Plainfield
after a motor vehicle stop on the 400
block of Midway Avenue. She was trans-
ported to police headquarters, posted
bail and released.

Wednesday, April 4, Jewel Barthe,
51, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
active warrants out of Piscataway,
Morristown and Fanwood after a motor
vehicle stop at East 2nd Street and
Terrill Road. She was processed and
turned over to the Piscataway Police
Department.

Thursday, April 5, John M. Stewart,
41, of Fanwood was arrested on charges
of possession of a weapon for unlawful
purpose, resisting arrest, tampering with
evidence, possession of prohibited weap-
ons and possession of a high capacity
ammunition magazine after police re-
sponded to the area of the 90 block of
Coriell Avenue on the report of gunshots.

According to police, an investigation
found that the suspect had fired the weapon
out of his second-floor window towards
his neighbor’s fence, firing approximately
six rounds. No one was injured in this
incident. Superior Court Judge Stuart Pein
set bail at $57,000, with no 10-percent
cash option. The defendant was trans-
ported to the Union County jail for failure
to post bail, police said.

Thursday, April 5, a resident of the
300 block of Forest Road reported that
his motor vehicle was the target of
criminal mischief.

Friday, April 6, Shakira Chance-Wynn,
32, of Newark was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop at Terrill Road and
South Avenue on an active warrant out of
Woodbridge. Aryn Chance, 25, of New-
ark, a passenger in the vehicle, was ar-
rested on an active warrant out of Eliza-
beth. Chance-Wynn was processed, posted
bail and released. Chance was processed
and released by the Elizabeth Court.

Saturday, April 7, a resident of the 10
block of Oak Court reported that some-
one entered his unlocked motor vehicle
while it was parked in his driveway and
removed a GPS unit and an iPod, with a
combined value of approximately $350.

Sunday, April 8, a resident of the 20
block of Stewart Place reported that
someone entered his unlocked motor
vehicle while it was parked in his drive-
way and removed a radio, valued at
approximately $135.

Mountainside
Tuesday, April 3, a business on Route

22 reported that someone has been ille-
gally dumping in the company’s
Dumpster. According to police, the busi-
ness has video surveillance that will be
used in an effort to catch the perpetrator.

Wednesday, April 4, James Conahan,
III, 20, of Kenilworth was arrested after
police responded to Long Meadow on
the report of suspicious acts. According
to police, an investigation revealed two
ATS warrants.

Friday, April 6, police responded to a
residence on Route 22 on a report of a
dog attack. According to police, the
victim reported that while she was at-
tempting to put her roommate’s dog
outside, the dog attacked her, causing
injury to her hands, legs and face. The
dog was identified as an eight-month-
old bulldog and the incident was turned
over to the board of health, police said.

Education Fund to Present
Wine Tasting and Auction

WESTFIELD – The Education
Fund of Westfield will hold its An-
nual Wine Tasting and Auction on
Saturday, April 21, at 7:30 p.m. at
Echo Lake Country Club. The evening
will include wine and spirit tasting,
food, entertainment and auctions.

All proceeds will go to fund grants
for technology and innovative pro-
grams for students in the Westfield
Public Schools. This spring, the pri-
mary fund-raising goal is to develop
a mobile iPad Lab for Westfield High
School. The iPads will be available
for use by teachers throughout the
high school. Any additional monies
will go to fund other teacher grant
requests.

The wine tasting will feature di-
verse wine selections donated by
Shop Rite Liquors. Additionally,
Stew Leonards will donate spirits
for tasting.

Magician Henry Carlyle will per-
form. His show features magic, com-
edy and mentalism with a comedic
touch. In addition, Sean Garnhart will
perform on the piano.

Both a live and a silent auction will
be held. The auctions will offer the
opportunity to bid on artwork, jew-
elry, tickets to entertainment events,
sports memorabilia, a trip to Califor-
nia and other offerings. The auctions
will highlight artwork donated by
local artist Helen Frank as well as
works donated by local art galleries,
including River Mill Art Gallery, Jux-
tapose, Evalyn Dunn, HZ Art and
Galeria West. Tickets to be auctioned
will include the Yankees, Broadway
and The David Letterman Show.

This annual event raises money for
the Education Fund’s program to pro-
vide grants to teachers and schools

for innovative programs in all of the
Westfield Public Schools.

Tickets are $75 and are available
through the Education Fund’s
website, westfieldnj.com/edfund, or
by sending a request and check to
The Education Fund of Westfield,
P.O. Box 2221, Westfield, N.J. 07090.
Echo Lake Country Club is located at
515 Springfield Avenue in Westfield.

Spring Vendor Bazaar
To Benefit ECF

FANWOOD – The Emmanuel Can-
cer Foundation will host its Spring
Vendor Bazaar on Sunday, April 22,
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Forest
Road Park Building, located at 200
Forest Road in Fanwood.

More than 25 vendors will show-
case their wares at the event. The
Emmanuel Cancer Foundation strives
to preserve the quality of life for New
Jersey children who have been diag-
nosed with cancer and their families.
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Union County Vocational Tech
‘Teachers of the Year’ Honored

CONGRATULATIONS…The Union County Vocational-Technical School Dis-
trict honored five teachers of the year at a recent Board of Education meeting. The
honorees featured, from left to right, are: Kathleen Felezzola, teacher of Allied
Health, Union County Tech High School; Courtney Carmichael, teacher of Social
Studies, Academy for Allied Health Science; Kathleen Gavin, teacher of Dance,
Academy for Performing Arts and Nina Lord, teacher of Biology, Magnet High
School for Science, Mathematics, and Technology. Missing from the picture is
Julie Klikus, teacher of Social Studies, Academy for Information Technology.

UNION COUNTY – The Union
County Vocational-Technical
School District honored its five
teachers of the year at a recent Board
of Education meeting. Freeholder
Board Chairman Al Mirabella
Joined Board of Education Presi-
dent Charles Mancuso in recogniz-
ing one exemplary teacher from
each of the district’s five high
schools.

“The success of Union County’s
Vo-Tech schools is something that
the Freeholder Board is extremely
proud of,” said Mr. Mirabella. “Ul-
timately, it is the work of teachers
like these that has driven their suc-
cess and the success of their stu-
dents.”

The honorees are: Kathleen

Felezzola, Teacher of Allied Health,
Union County Tech High School;
Courtney Carmichael, Teacher of
Social Studies, Academy for Allied
Health Science; Kathleen Gavin,
Teacher of Dance, Academy for Per-
forming Arts; Nina Lord, Teacher
of Biology, Magnet High School
for Science, Mathematics, and Tech-
nology and Julie Klikus, teacher of
Social Studies, Academy for Infor-
mation Technology.

The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com
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Optimist Club Of Westfield
Sponsors Oratorical Contest
WESTFIELD — The Optimist

Club of Westfield is encouraging
Westfield seventh grade students in
Public Speaking to “speak their
mind” as part of the 2012 Westfield
Optimist Oratorical Contest. The
topic choices are “How my opti-
mism helps me overcome ob-
stacles;” “Cyber communications,
progress or problem?;” “Does the
violence in electronic media (video
games, movies, TV, etc.) cause vio-
lent behavior in teens?;” and “Cyber
bullying: cruelty or crime? Can the
Anti- Bulling Bill of Rights go too
far?”

Faculty and administration will
judge the initial rounds of speeches
based on content and presentation
and select five finalists from each
intermediate school. The finals will
be held in the Choral Room 121 of
Westfield High School at 7 p.m. on
Thursday, April 19. Each of the
finalists will receive recognition of

their accomplishment with the top
three winners awarded a medal and
a U.S. Savings Bond.

This is the seventh year the Opti-
mist Club has sponsored the Ora-
torical Contest. The Club has been
active in the community since 1989.
Other programs and service projects
the Club organizes include holiday
food baskets, the annual Hallow-
een haunted house, sponsorship and
mentoring of the Junior Optimists
at Westfield High School, and the
annual Project Graduation Bash.
The Club also annually recognizes
special achievements in the com-
munity with the Youth Volunteer
Award and the Intermediate School
Teachers of the Year Award.

Questions about the Oratorical
Contest should be directed to Irv
Brand at (908) 654-3197. To request
additional information about the
Optimist Club contact membership
chair Mike Walsh at (908) 317-9813.

Campbell Places Second in
Stickley Design Invitational
MORRIS PLAINS — On March

31, Jack Campbell, a junior from
Westfield High School, was awarded
second place in the Second Annual
Stickley Design Invitational. The
event, which took place at the Stickley
Museum at Craftsman Farms, in-
cluded a group of talented architec-
ture and interior design students rep-
resenting 11 New Jersey high schools.
The Invitational, a free, full-day pro-
gram is a partnership between the
Stickley Museum at Craftsman Farms
and the Robert Busch School of De-
sign at Kean University.

It was begun in 2011 during the
museum’s celebration of the 100th
anniversary of the Log House at
Craftsman Farms, a National His-
toric Landmark, Gustav Stickley
masterpiece, and one of the most
significant landmarks of the Ameri-
can Arts and Crafts movement.

Through a competitive application
process, only 15 participants were
selected to compete in this year’s
Invitational. On the day of the Invita-
tional, participants were given a 6-
hour theoretical challenge –to design
an outdoor performance space, in-
cluding a three-dimensional model,
for the grounds of Craftsman Farms.

Students worked on their intensive
challenge project conceiving and pro-
ducing their designs. Along with an
exciting and complex challenge, the
Invitational offered participants the
opportunity to test skills, and interact
with design professionals and stu-
dents sharing similar interests. A team
of volunteer interior designers and

architects, who also served as Invita-
tional jurors, were on hand through-
out the day to offer encouragement,
advice, and feedback as the students
made sketches and constructed three-
dimensional models.

The day culminated in a critique
session and award presentation. Af-
ter careful deliberation, the jury se-
lected two winners, granting first
place to Mike Fogarty, a junior from
West Essex High School in North
Caldwell, and second place to Jack.

Jack Campbell

ROTARY HONOREE…The Rotary Club of Mountainside has a tradition
of honoring the “Student of the Marking Period” from Mountainside’s
Deerfield School. At its March 26 meeting, the club recognized student
Richie Leonardis for his excellent work during the first marking period of
this school year. Pictured, from left to right, are: Deerfield guidance
counselor Heather Goldstein, Richie Leonardis, Principal Kim Richards
and Mountainside Rotary Club President Constance Aloupis. The Rotary
Club of Mountainside meets on Mondays at 12:15 p.m. at Famous Dave’s on
Route 22 in Mountainside.

Virginia Tech
Announces Dean’s List

BLACKSBURG, Va. — The fol-
lowing students enrolled at Virginia
Tech were named to the dean’s list for
the fall 2011 semester. To qualify for
the dean’s list, students must attempt
at least 12 credit hours graded on the
A-F option and earn a 3.4 grade point
average (on a 4.0 scale) during the
semester.

Joseph M. Balak of Garwood.
Joseph is a freshman majoring in
general engineering in the College of
Engineering.

Timothy O. Stuart of Scotch Plains.
Timothy is a senior majoring in mar-
keting management in the Pamplin
College of Business.

Kathryn R. Abruzzo of Westfield.
Kathryn is a senior majoring in me-
chanical engineering in the College
of Engineering.

Laura C. Rogut of Westfield. Laura
is a freshman majoring in accounting
and information systems in the
Pamplin College of Business.

Grace A. Mahoney of Westfield.
Grace is a sophomore majoring in
physics in the College of Science.

www.goleader.com

Caruana On
Production Crew for
Bat Boy: The Musical
NEW LONDON, Conn. — Kristen

Caruana served as sound crew head
for the Connecticut College depart-
ments of Music and Theater’s pro-
duction of Bat Boy The Musical in the
college’s Tansill Theater March 1-4.

Kristen, a junior at Connecticut
College, is a 2009 graduate of Mount
Saint Mary Academy and is the
daughter of Sal and Darleen Caruana
of Westfield.

Bat Boy: The Musical, is a theatri-
cal take on the life of a half-human,
half-bat character created by the now-
defunct tabloid Weekly World News.

Send education
related information

to edu@goleader.com
for consideration.

Free Screenings Set
For Oral Cancer

WESTFIELD – April is Oral Can-
cer Awareness Month and Dr. Elaine
Swingle is offering free oral cancer
examinations on Friday, April 20,
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. by appoint-
ment. Call (908) 232-6132.

In just three to five minutes you
can receive a comprehensive oral
cancer examination. This is an effec-
tive means of finding cancer at its
early highly curable stages. Oral can-
cer affects 34,000 people each year
in the United States alone, and it is
imperative to have an annual screen-
ing. Learn how to reduce the risk of
developing oral cancer.

Reminder: Keep current with your
preventive dental care. Use at least
SPF 30 sun block on your lips.

Dr. Swingle is located at 330 Lenox
Avenue, Westfield, N.J. 07090.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Elaine M. Swingle, DMD, FAGD
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GRIBBIN RAPS WINNING TW0-RUN DOUBLE IN TENTH

Brewster Gets 500th in 10th,
Blue Devils Nip Raiders, 8-7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Miracles still remained in the
Westfield High School baseball
team’s bag of last-inning comeback
tricks from last year’s magical sea-
son when senior Jon Gribbin rapped
a two-run double to cap a six-run

rally in the bottom of the 10th inning
to earn the Blue Devils an 8-7 victory
over Scotch Plains-Fanwood at Bob
Brewster, Sr. Field in Westfield on
April 3.

With 499 career victories after the
loss to Manalapan in the Group 4
Championship game, Blue Devil

Head Coach Bob Brewster had to
wait nearly an entire year to get win
No. 500, and it looked like he would
have to wait a little longer when the
Raiders blew out a 2-2 tie with five
runs in the top of the 10th, before the
Blue Devils’ last at-bat wizardry el-

SHACKAMAXON COUNTRY CLUB
1607 Shackamaxon Drive ◆ Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908.233.1300 ◆ Shackamaxoncc.com

At any moment, a great moment.®

Always wanted to belong to a Tillinghast course?
Now you can...every day!

Many memorable moments in golf history have occurred on courses designed
by legendary architect A.W. Tillinghast, the Picasso of course architects.

Tilly-designed courses have hosted several PGA Championships and U.S. Opens
including Baltusrol, Bethpage and Winged Foot Golf Club just to name a few.

Since 1916 Shackamaxon Country Club members have created memories of
their own on 18 Tillinghast-designed holes including his first ever “island green.”   

We invite you to experience your “moment.” For more information about our
Special Preview Membership, please contact Director of Membership David Miniman

at 908.233.1300 ext 230 or Dminiman@Shackamaxoncc.com.

Memorable moments.

Preview
Memberships

Now Available!

Spectacular Golf.
Incredible Cuisine.

Weddings and 
Special Events welcome.

Our Tillinghast course circa 1916. Our Tillinghast course today.

NIZOLAK, CUNNINGHAM, GREENBERG SCORE 3 EACH

Raider Boys Shock Cougars
In Lacrosse Showdown, 12-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Advance warning was given to the
visiting Cranford High School boys
lacrosse team when Scotch Plains-
Fanwood got an early jump in the
first quarter, but a furious fourth-
quarter assault catapulted the Raid-
ers to a 12-6 victory on April 7.

The Raiders had a 4-1 lead at the
half but slipped somewhat in the third
quarter to carry a 5-3 lead into the
fourth quarter then Cougar Dan
Murphy notched his second goal
within the first three minutes to tighten
the score, 5-4. But the wrath of the
Raiders opened the floodgates with a
deluge of four unanswered goals

within a two-minute span to sink the
Cougars. The Raiders won the quar-
ter, 7-3, and senior co-captain Dan
Nizolak, who could not find the net in
the first three quarters, netted all three
of his goals in the fourth.

“I had nothing those first three
quarters, so the fourth was big. They
were getting close. We didn’t do much
in the third quarter, so we stepped it
up in the fourth. We started taking the
ball to the goal. We had one almost
garbage goal on the crease. We picked
it up,” Nizolak said.

“We told Danny that he had to play

a breakout game. He’s a special player.
He had a huge fourth quarter. That
pretty much ended the game,” Raider
Head Coach Nick Miceli said.

The Raiders were hungry from the
start and quickly seized a 2-0 lead
midway through the first quarter with
respective goals from Nate Woerner
and Jack Cunningham, who finished
the game with three goals and an as-
sist. Murphy, on an assist from Stefan
Fedorchak, scored to make the score,
2-1, at the end of the quarter.

“That was the big thing the coaches
wanted us to do. They wanted us to
come out strong and really take it to
them. We were physical. We were

D’ANGELO HRS; WILLIAMSON 3 PERFECT INNINGS

Baseball Cougars Get Jump
On Raiders, Snatch 8-3 Win

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior lefthander Ryan Williamson
tossed three perfect innings, while
the offense packed on eight unan-
swered runs en route to an 8-3
Cranford Cougar victory over the
hosting Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School baseball team on April 5.

Williamson struck out six of the
nine batters he faced before Alex
Plick took to the mound in the fourth
inning. In his three innings, Plick
yielded one hit, a two-run home run
to Raider James D’Angelo in the fifth
inning, and walked two, while fan-
ning one. Chris Folinusz tossed the
seventh inning and allowed one run
on two hits and hit a batter, while

striking out one.
The Raiders, who started only two

seniors in the field, put freshman
Kevin Maxwell on the mound. Max-
well allowed seven runs and eight
hits, while walking one, hitting a bat-
ter and fanning three, before being
relieved with one out in the fourth by
senior Anthony Krajscik, who gave
up a run on four hits, while striking
out one, walking one and hitting one
batter.

“Maxwell competed up there. He
is going to get better as the season
goes on. There were only a couple of
balls hit hard and a lot of little dinks
that made it through. That’s what
good teams do. They find ways to
score runs,” Raider Head Coach Tom

Baylock said.
Sean Feeney (2 runs scored) held

the hottest metal stick for the Cou-
gars with an RBI triple, an RBI double
and a single in four at-bats.

“Sean had a nice day. You know
what you are getting with Sean. He
comes to play every day,” Cougar
Head Coach Dennis McCaffrey said.

Folinusz (RBI, run scored)
whacked a pair of doubles.
Williamson (RBI) had two singles,
and John Armstrong (run scored)
doubled and singled in his two at-
bats. Eric Garguilo (2 runs scored)
yanked a two-run double, Andrew
DiFranco (RBI, run scored) doubled
and Plick singled.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Probitas Verus Honos
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING AIRBORNE TO TOUCH HOME…Blue Devil James O’Rourke goes airborne to touch home plate in the first
inning as Raider catcher Ryan Henkels stops the throw. The Blue Devils scored six runs in the bottom of the 10th to win
8-7, giving Head Coach Bob Brewster his 500th career victory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WILD PLAY AT THE PLATE…Cougar Sean Feeney, center, scores on a sacrifice fly as Raider catcher Matt Ridge, No.
44, turns to get the bad throw in the first inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHECKED BY A LONG STICK…Raider midfielder Christian Gordon, No. 7, tries to maneuver around the long stick of
Cougar Jack Nunziata, No. 5. The Raiders defeated the Cougars, 12-6, in Scotch Plains on April 7.

Cougar Nine Top Blue Devils, 9-1
Photo on page 16, Story Next Week
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WILKINSON, SCHRODER RIP RBI SINGLES, YEAGER RBI

Softball Highlanders Topple
SPF Raider Softballers, 11-4

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Capitalizing with four runs in the
first and a seven-run breakout inning
in the third was all that was required

as the Governor Livingston High
School softball team earned an 11-4
victory over Scotch Plains-Fanwood
in Berkeley Heights on April 3.

Highlander pitcher Jordan Robbins

yielded 11 hits, recorded four
strikeouts and walked only one. Paige
Murphy smacked two home runs and
drove in four runs, Stephanie Cataldo
hammered a two-run home run, Jenna
Kolbach doubled in two runs, and
Carol Goldbeck added an RBI single.

Raider pitcher Amanda Marcus
yielded 15 hits, sat down three batters
and walked three. Amanda Schroder
(RBI) went 2-for-3, Lindsay
Wilkinson (RBI), Arielle Zuaro and
Amanda Raphael each went 2-for-4,
and Marcus had a triple. Liz Gallo
and Sara Killeen each contributed a
hit, and Kelly Yeager added a run.

“I am pleased with the overall out-
ing today. We did some very, very
good things; we never gave up the
fight, and that is what I’m most
pleased about. We had that one in-
ning where they scored seven runs. If
it were not for that inning, we’re right
in this game and I think it allows us to
do a couple of different things. We’re
trying to come back from 11 down
opposed to two or three down; it’s a
different kind of game,” said Raider
Head Coach Jess Hulnik.

A mix of fine fielding plays were
made by the Raiders, however one
spectacular play came in the fourth
inning when centerfielder Liz Gallo
executed a heads-up shoestring snag
that resulted in a triple play.

“The funny thing is, I was not even
sure that she made the catch because
the shortstop kind of blocked my
view the way I was sitting. But, she
picked it, threw it to second and some-
how we went over to first (Lindsey
Wilkinson) with it. You don’t see that
too often. It was a great nice heads-up
play. Two on and no outs; plays like
that gets you out of an inning. It’s a
beautiful thing,” said coach Hulnik.

The Raiders took a 1-0 jump in the
first when Marcus stung a triple to
left and scored on Wilkinson’s single.
The Highlander bats spoke loudly in
the bottom of the first. Murphy un-
loaded a solo home run to deep cen-
ter, Emily Bauer dropped a double to
left and Cataldo singled. Kolback

ripped a two-run double and Grace
Sanzalone added an RBI single that
gave GL a 4-1 lead.

The Raiders found themselves on
the wrong side of the momentum after

three innings when the Highlanders
plated seven runs, highlighted by
Murphy’s and Cataldo’s respective
home runs that made the contest 11-1.

The Raiders responded with three
runs in the fourth inning. Raphael led
off with a single to right. Gallo and
Killeen each triggered singles and
Raphael skidded home on a mis-
guided throw to third. Schroder
stepped to the plate and drilled a hard
liner to center scoring Gallo. Yeager
followed with a sacrifice fly ball to
right. GL pitcher Gordon ended the
charge with a strikeout.

“We had some good contact and
we were in the game. Six of seven
innings, we were there. We just had
that one little setback where they
really hit the ball hard. We then settled
down, we started getting our spots
with the pitching and we started play-
ing good defense. We had some re-
ally quality at bats, even though we
made outs, so we are going to be
okay,” Coach Hulnik said.

After the game, Highlander Head
Coach Rick Iocono concluded, “De-
spite the fact that we have a com-
pletely new infield, I’m really con-
cerned with our discipline. I feel if we
are undisciplined, then everything is
going to fall apart and that’s some-
thing that is going to have to come
from me. I will have to demand disci-
pline and we’re going to get it. If we
don’t, there are going to be some tears
along the way. We did hit the ball okay
in spots. I felt at spots we were undis-
ciplined at the plate but certain things
are going to get better with time. The
defense has to improve, and I knew
right from the get-go that was going to
be the key to this team. Our pitcher is
not a strikeout pitcher therefore you
have to make plays. Then, the inten-
sity as well has to improve, so we’ll
see what happens.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 100 300 0 4
Gov. Livingston 407 000 x 11

The Immaculate Heart Academy
(IHA) girls lacrosse team overcame a
5-3 deficit midway through the first
half to gain an 8-6 lead at the half, then
held on to defeat the Westfield High
School Blue Devils, 12-9, at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on April 7.

The 0-3 Blue Devils jumped out to
their 5-3 lead with two goals each
from Alexis Kardias and Elizabeth
Cusick, and one goal from freshman
Sam Paoletti. The 1-2 IHA girls knot-
ted the score, 5-5, with 7:57 left in the
half, but Courtney Weisse put the
Blue Devils back in front, 6-5, with a
stuff two minutes later.

IHA’s Maura Schwitter (4 goals, 2
assists) found the net with 3:30 left in
the half. Gabby McMahon (3 goals, 3
assists) fired in a sidearm shot then
Schwitter slammed in an overhead
shot with a minute remaining to put
IHA up, 8-6.

Within a span of a minute, Schwitter
ripped in a pair of goals to give the
IHA girls a 10-6 lead in the second
half, but the Blue Devils answered
with three straight goals. Weisse net-
ted an overhead shot. Mary Randazzo,
assisted by Cusick, slipped in the
next goal then Kardias made the score,
10-9, IHA on a breakaway goal with
12:36 remaining. Lauren Reers and
Brittany Tarantino added the final

goals for IHA.
Cusick finished with two goals and

three assists. Kardias had three goals
and an assist. Weisse finished with
two goals. Randazzo had a goal and
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KARDIAS NETS 3 GOALS; CUSICK NETS 2 GOALS, ADDS 3 ASSTS

IHA Girls Rally, Beat Blue Devil Laxers, 12-9

The Westfield High School soft-
ball team opened its season with a 13-
8 victory over Linden in Westfield on
April 2 then added a 7-6 victory over
Elizabeth on April 3 before dropping
a 9-6 showdown with the defending
Union County Tournament champion
Governor Livingston Highlanders, 9-
6, on April 5 in Westfield.

Blue Devil Audrey Peterson went
4-for-4 with two doubles and four
RBI against the Linden Tigers, and
Chrissy Ferraro went 3-for-5 with
three runs scored.

Winning pitcher Elena Scarano
tossed four innings and recorded four
strikeouts, one walk, hit a batter and
allowed five runs. Linden Tiger
Kathleen Walsh was 2-for-4 with a

double and home run. Shannon Walsh
was 2-for-3 with a triple and a double.

Blue Devil Shannon Schaefer went
3-for-4, with a home run and two
singles, and three RBI against the
Lady Minutemen. She also pitched
the last three innings of the game,
allowing no hits, while walking three
and allowing one unearned run.

In the first inning, Ferraro walked
with one out, Schaefer hit her home
run, Julia Criscuolo hit a single up the
middle, Audrey Peterson tripled and
Sarah Seitz hit a single to give
Westfield a 4-0 lead.

In the third inning, Elizabeth, trail-
ing 6-0, had two outs but put together
three straight singles, and all three
Lady Minutemen scored when the

third single was muffed. The Lady
Minutemen added two more runs in
the fourth on a triple to left, a two-out
double to right and a single to right.
Elizabeth knotted the score, 6-6, in
the fifth on a sacrifice fly.

In the bottom of the fifth, Blue
Devil Seitz led off with an infield
single then with two outs, Scarano
skipped an RBI single to right center.

In the showdown with the GL High-
landers, Ferraro went 3-for-5 with
two runs scored. Seitz went 2-for-3
with a double and an RBI, and Cali
Chambliss went 2-for-3 with two runs
scored and an RBI.

In the fourth inning, Ferraro slapped
a leadoff single. Chambliss laid down
a bunt single. Julia Criscuolo ripped
an RBI single, scoring Ferraro, then
Seitz singled in Chambliss to give the
Blue Devils a 2-1 lead.

The Highlanders struck in the fifth,
beginning with a leadoff triple to
leftfield. After an RBI single, Emily
Beisser drilled a two-run double to
make the score 4-2. The Blue Devils
answered with a run in the bottom of
the inning. Aditi Jain jolted a leadoff
double to right. Ferraro moved Jain to
third then Chambliss lofted an RBI
sacrifice fly.

The Highlanders erupted for five runs
in the seventh to seize a 9-3 lead. The
first batter drew a walk and advanced to
second on an out. Paige Murphy rapped
an RBI single, and Beisser followed
with an RBI single. After Stephanie
Cataldo singled, Jenna Kubleck crashed
a three-run home run. The Blue Devils
plated three runs in the bottom of the
inning when Ferraro and Chambliss
singled, and Schaefer smashed a three-
run home run.

an assist and Emily Gretsky finished
with two assists. Blue Devil goalie
Mallory Weisse had 19 saves.
IHA 8 4 12
Westfield 6 3 9

Softball Blue Devils Top Tigers,
Elizabeth; Fall to Highlanders

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE ENCOUNTERS…Blue Devil Anna Tanji, No. 7, jumps back to position herself to get a loose ball in the girls lacrosse
game against Immaculate Heart Academy on April 7 at Kehler Stadium in Westfield. IHA won 12-9.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COMPLETING THE TRIPLE PLAY…Raider first baseman Lindsay Wilkinson receives the throw to compete a triple play
in the game against the hosting Highlanders.

908-301-2015, Direct
#1 REALTOR, Total Production - 11 Years!
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum - 2002-2009
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Gold - 1987-2001. 2009-2011.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate

Scotch Plains. Exceptional, custom colonial situated on .57 acre adjacent to 11 acre park like setting. 5/6 bedrooms, 3 ½
bath. Grand 2 story foyer opens to elegant living Room & formal dining room with hardwood floors, cove molding and
chandelier medallions. Sunny kitchen w/ center island, separate dining area, patio access from sliders and wonderful
family room w/cathedral ceiling & fireplace.  First floor bedroom/office.  Spectacular master suite with sitting area, newer
luxury bath, & his and her walk-in closets. Three other bedrooms and hall Bath complete the second floor. The 1200 sq ft
finished basement features a bedroom and full bath, exercise room, arts and craft room and  great room. 2 zone heat and
central air, high ceilings, intercom system, 8 ZN sprinkler system, double wide circular drive. Close to Metropark
transportation, Wardlaw-Hartridge and Union County Magnet School.      $919,000.

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 x 169

© 2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, April 15th  1-4PM • 22 Winchester Drive
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Westfield Head Coach Brewster Gets 500th Career Victory in 10th, Blue Devils Nip Raiders, 8-7
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11
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Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)
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Extra! Extra!

evated him to the 500 Club.
“That’s all we have been thinking

about since last year at the end of the
state championship game. We got to
get Brew’s 500, and for a while here
it didn’t look like it, but we took after
last year’s team a little bit, and we
were able to pull it out,” said senior
James O’Rourke, whose birthday just
happened to be April 3.

“This year, especially since it was
Scotch Plains and Brewster’s 500th,
we knew we had to keep battling to
get this win. I was ahead of the ball all
game. He hung me a curve ball and I
just stayed back the whole way and
drove it to the other side of the field,”
Gribbin explained.

The Blue Devils established their
reputation of being miracle boys when
they won every state sectional game
with last at-bat heroics then did the
same when they plated three runs in
the eighth inning to sink Morris

Knolls, 8-5, in the Group 4 semifinal
game. And Gribbin was also part of
that miracle run when he came off the
bench in the sectional title game
against Perth Amboy and went 3-for-
4 with two doubles and three RBI. He
also hammered a gland slam against
Manalapan.

“Jon has been unbelievable. His
first start last year was in the sectional
finals and he gets three hits off a 6-4
lefty, then in the state finals, he hits a
grand slam. But he hit that last one a
ton,” Coach Brewster said.

What could not be overlooked,
however, was the pitchers’ duel be-
tween Blue Devil Mike Mondon and
Raider James D’Angelo, and with
Blue Devil Kevin Galasso and Raider
Chris Ciccarino in relief until the
10th inning.

In his seven innings, D’Angelo al-
lowed a run in each of the first two
innings before shutting out the Blue

Devils the rest of the way. He allowed
eight hits, two walks and a hit batter,
while striking out eight. Mondon
yielded two runs (1 unearned), four
hits, a walk and hit two batters, while
fanning five in his six innings. Galasso
allowed two hits in the seventh
through ninth innings, and Ciccarino
gave up one hit until the 10th inning.

“It reminded me of the county final
game where they would have the bases
loaded and we get out of a jam, and
we would have the bases loaded and
they get out of a jam. Both pitchers
made quality pitches when they had
to make them. That 10th inning was
just bizarre the way it happened for
both sides, but it showed a lot of
character for our guys to hang in
there in a tight game with tough situ-
ations,” Raider Head Coach Tom
Baylock said.

“The first guy was really tough,
and the second guy was throwing

backwards. When we thought he
would throw fastballs, he would throw
curves, and when we thought he would
throw curves, he would throw
fastballs. We had pressure on him
throughout the entire extra innings.
We just couldn’t get that big hit,” said
Coach Brewster, who added, “We got
to work on hitting curve balls and
breaking pitches. We were guessing a
lot up there.”

The Raiders scored a run in the first
when Brad Alleman (2-for-6) doubled
to right and scored on Anthony
Krajscik’s (2-for-6) double. O’Rourke
(2-for-4, 2 runs, RBI, walk, hit by
pitch) slapped a leadoff single in the
bottom of the inning and scored on
Brett Ryan’s (3-for-6, run scored)
double to center.

In the Westfield second, Mondon
scribbled a single, and his pinch run-
ner, Evan Friedman eventually ad-
vanced to third after Bowman’s sacri-
fice bunt for the second out. O’Rourke
drew a walk and temporarily got
caught in a rundown, but Friedman
alertly scored, and O’Rourke scam-
pered back to first on what appeared
to be a decoy play.

“It actually wasn’t. Brewster gave

me a steal sign, and I messed it up.
The kid [D’Angelo] put a good move
where he was faking to third and
coming back to first. He caught me
and luckily they botched the run-
down. But that’s one of our plays
actually where we try to stay in a
rundown long enough so the runner
on third can score,” O’Rourke said.

The next seven innings belonged to
the pitchers with the exception of a
fine catch in the eighth in leftfield by
Raider Kevin Maxwell, who pre-
vented a run. In fact, Mondon struck
out the side in the fourth inning, and
because of a dropped ball on a third
strike, D’Angelo actually fanned all
four batters he faced in the bottom of
the inning, resulting in seven
strikeouts in one inning.

“I can’t remember the last time that
ever happened. That’s crazy,” Coach
Baylock expressed.

Both parts of the 10th inning began
in peculiar fashion. Raider leadoff
batter Ryan Henkels was awarded
first base on a catcher’s interference
call. He stole second and scored on
D’Angelo’s double to center. Brett
Kovacs ripped an RBI double, Dan
Korduba (2 hits) and Christian Zazzali

(2 hits) each tapped RBI singles, then
Zazzali made the score 7-2 when he
scored on the pitcher’s overthrow to
first.

Gribbin became the Alpha and
Omega man when he led off the 10th
and took one on the jersey for the
team. Mondon reached on a throwing
error, then Jake Greenberg rolled an
RBI ground out to second. After the
second out made it a do-or-die situa-
tion, O’Rourke yanked an RBI single
to right. Ryan singled, and Matt
Varakian (3-for-6) thumped a two-
run triple to right. Mike Coletta (2-
for-3) walked and Mike Ionta was
hit-by-a-pitch. Gribbin stepped to the
plate and drilled his game-winning
double to deep right-center.

“I just knew last year’s team al-
ways pulled out miracles somehow.
We still have senior leaders on this
team. The seniors were keeping up
the players and said we have to keep
battling. You never know what hap-
pens. One ball got in, and we started
hitting. Everything just happened, and
we came out with the win,” Gribbin
explained.
Sc. Pl.-Fwd 101 000 000 5 7
Westfield 110 000 000 6 8

The Westfield High School boys
track & field team placed first in the
distance medley relay (DMR), and
added three second-place finishes, a
third place and a fourth at the
Metuchen Relays on April 7. The
Cranford High School girls made a
very strong showing at the Summit
Relays, placing second with a total of
55, and by breaking a meet record in
the shuttle hurdles, while finishing
first in the triple jump and placing in
several other events.

Blue Devils John Kirna, Alex Hay,
Kevin Ingram and Jack Leahy crossed
first in the DMR with a time of
10:37.23. Brendan Dugan, Rob
Ciardullo, Kyle Star and Jacob Vergara
crossed second in the 4x200 with a
time of 1:32.07 and second in the
4x100 at 44.35. Dugan, Ciardullo,
Vergara and Jason Isbit finished sec-
ond in the sprint medley relay with a
time of 4:43.23. David Carville, Dan
Luzzi, Matt Luppino and Ingram fin-
ished third in the 4x800 at 8:12.42. Joe
Rinaldi and Max Bohall placed fourth
in the javelin with a distance of 287-8.

Cougar Bryanna Grant, with a team-
best 15.2 split, along with Rebecca
Shimonov, Regine Hunter and Gillian
Burke set the Summit Relays meet
record in the shuttle hurdles with a
time of 1:06.97, breaking the former
record of 1:07.55 set by Benedictine
in 2010. Hunter and Burke also took
top honors in the triple jump with a
distance of 69-2.75.

Burke, Laura Van Horn and
Shimonov finished second in the inter-
mediate hurdles with a time of 3:39.02.
Ashley McGuire, Hunter, Grant and
Jenna Ellenbacher took third in the
4x100 at 51.71, followed by Raiders
Amber Simmons, Devora Woods,
Gabrielle Gilles and Dariana DeVore at
52.18. Woods, Najla Gilliam, Isabel
Crystal and Erin Pierce finished second
in the sprint medley at 4:23.98. Crystal,
Justine Valdes, DeVore and Pierce took
third in the 4x400 at 4:11.42.

Cougars Kristen VanBenschoten,
Rebecca Haupt and Summer Kortaoui
took third in the team discus with a
distance of 261-0. Shimonov and
Hunter tied for third in the long jump

with a distance of 29-11.5. Grant and
McGuire took third in the pole vault
with a height of 16-6. Kortaoui, Alex
Krowicki and VanBenschoten took
fourth in the javelin with a distance of
232-2.

The Cranford boys placed fifth in
the team totals with 44 points. Adham
McGuire and Reggie Green won the
long jump with a distance of 39-7.75.
Rob Kessler, Rob O’Shaugnessey and
Anthony Triantafylleu took second
in the team discus with a distance of
342-4. Pat Lynch and Mike
Helmstetter took second in the pole
vault with a height of 23-6.

George El-Khoury, Green, Mike
Zanfardino and Eli Howard took third
in the DMR at 11:07.68. Kessler,
McGuire and Chris Witwick took fourth
in the javelin with a distance of 404-8.
McGuire and Green took fourth in the
triple jump at 81-0.5. Witwick, Dan
VanOstenbridge and Brandon Hashemi
finished fifth in the intermediate hurdles
at 3:09.64. Zanfardino, Paul Cassero,
El-Khoury and Tom Feeney took fifth
in the 4x800 at 8:24.52.

Blue Devil Boys, Cougar Girls
Shine at Track & Field Relays

Westfield Office
185 Elm St • 908-654-7777

www.weichert.com

InsuranceClosing ServicesMortgagesReal Estate

OPEN HOUSE: SUN., 4/15 1-5PM

WESTFIELD. Experience this custom built Colonial by Chet Mosco of Majestic
Homes. A quintessential Westfield home, it offers all the requisites of modern living,
including generously scaled formal and informal spaces. With 5 Bedrooms and 4
Baths, its traditional architectural lines embrace over 4,000 sq. ft. of elegantly
appointed space, graced by custom woodwork, hardwood floors and abundant natural
light. High ceilings and oversized windows amplify the airy spaciousness. Directions:
Rahway or Lamberts Mill to Willow Grove to Pennsylvania #921. $1,375,000.

Niki

Fry

UNDER CONSTRUCTION

BERKELEY HEIGHTS. No expense was spared, nor detail overlooked,
in this newly renovated modern center hall colonial.  Rich hardwood
floors, high ceilings and a generously-sized family room combine with 4
full bedrooms, plus a master retreat, to amplify the dignity and charm that
are the essence of the colonial tradition.  This attention to every detail is
typical of homes by Chet Mosco of Majestic Homes.  This is a luxurious
home in a privileged area of Berkeley Heights. $1,199,000.

Niki

Fry

UNDER CONSTRUCTION

MOUNTAINSIDE. Meticulous craftsmanship is captured by Builder
Chet Mosco of Majestic Homes. Recently expanded and completely renovated,
you have every modern convenience in this 5 Bedroom, 4.1 Bath home.  The
beauty of natural materials is everywhere, from hardwood floors to stone
front detailing to cherry wood cabinets throughout the kitchen. Located in
The Gardens close to NYC transportation & downtown Westfield,
spaciousness is the hallmark of this Mountainside retreat. $1,250,000.

Niki

Fry

Niki

Fry

OPEN HOUSE: SUN., 4/15 1-5PM

MOUNTAINSIDE. Rebuilt in 2011, 4 Bedroom, 3.1 Bath Center Hall Colonial,
Formal Dining Room with coffered ceiling, LR with custom library alcove enhanced
by built-in bookshelves and bench overlooking one of a kind .6 acre property. The
gourmet EIK has custom cabinetry with crown moldings, SS appliances and flows into
the FR (with gas fireplace) or the outside deck. The MBR Suite has a spa-quality
master bath and his/her walk-in closet. There’s also a ‘junior suite’ with its own private
bath. Directions: New Providence to Whippoorwill #1413. $1,095,000.

Niki

Fry

OPEN HOUSE: SUN., 4/15 1-5PM

4 BEAUTIFULLY
REDESIGNED HOMES BY:

MOUNTAINSIDE. This Dramatic Contemporary has hardwood floors
flowing throughout the main rooms and set off a dramatic double hearth fireplace.
A fully updated Eat In Kitchen features new SS appliances, granite countertops
and custom glazed cabinetry. Five generous sized bedrooms and three full
bathrooms, including a master suite with walk-in closet. There is an in-law suite
with kitchen and full bath with direct no stairs entry from the built-in 3 car garage.
Directions: Summit Road to Sunny Slope to Belair #1049. $799,000.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DIVING BACK TO SECOND…Blue Devil Matt Varakian dives back to second base to avoid being picked off as Raider
shortstop Frank Degnan, No. 5, grabs the ball.



Page 14  Thursday, April 12, 2012 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Raiders Stun Cougars, 12-6, in Boys Lacrosse
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

kind of knocking them back on their
feet,” Nizolak said.

“We had a big practice yesterday.
We told them that we had to come
out and punch them in the face, and
that’s what we did. We wanted to get
a lot of shots and push out on their
offense in the first quarter,” Coach
Miceli said.

The Raiders continued to control
the tempo and won the second quar-
ter, 2-0, with respective goals from
Matt Greenberg, who finished with
three goals and an assist, and Chris-
tian Gordon, who finished with two
goals. In the meantime, the Raiders’

defense refused to give an inch.
“Our goalies and our poles, that’s

what keeps our team together. They
give us a great look in practice going
against a power offense. It definitely
helped us out today,” Coach Miceli
said.

“Our senior goaltender, Rich
Polhamus, really stepped it up,”
Nizolak said.

Polhamus finished with five saves,
while Cougar goalie Wills Roman
had seven. The Raiders had a slight,
22-21, advantage on shots on goal
but won the face-offs, 13-8. Cougar
Tom Fitzgerald finished with two

AJ Murray Begins 1st Season
With Yellow Jacket Baseball

By ALEX SCHIFFER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It has taken some time, but A.J
Murray has adjusted to the South.
The former Westfield High School
baseball and football star is currently
in his freshman year at Georgia Tech,
a conference and national power.

After being named Gatorade Player
of the Year, First Team All-State and
County Player of the Year, the back-
stop is one of the many talented play-
ers on the Yellow Jackets’ roster.

Murray still misses Westfield, the
only home he has ever known, but
has become a fan of Southern hospi-
tality, as well as the great barbeque
and sweet tea the South offers. Sweet
tea has become Murray’s favorite
drink since moving to Atlanta.

As a freshman, Murray has ap-
peared in a handful of games and is
still looking for his first collegiate
hit. Murray walked in his first college
at-bat, which he found just fine.

“Your first time up you’re all ner-
vous and anxious and you’re simply
thinking, don’t get out,” Murray de-
scribed. “After I got to first base, all I
was thinking was don’t get picked off.”

As a freshman, Murray has to help
the other freshman perform the tasks
that are expected of them as under-
classmen. That means Murray has to
stay after practice to help clean up, as
well as help clean up the team bus on
road trips. “It’s not that bad,” Murray
joked. “It could be worse.”

Murray consulted his older brother
Mike, who starred at Wake Forest
before the start of the season, about
how to hit ACC pitching. “He told me
about how the different angles the
pitches are going to break at and how
to figure out which ones are worth
swinging at.”

Mike had no hard feelings when
his younger brother chose to take his
talents to Atlanta rather than Win-
ston-Salem believing Georgia Tech
was a perfect fit for his brother. “He
only wanted what was best for me
and he knew I would succeed here.”

Murray has no regrets signing with
the Houston Astros the team that
drafted him in the 48th round of out
Westfield High School. Surprisingly
the Astro’s did not even offer Murray
any sort of contract but rather let him
go unsigned. Murray was not of-
fended at the Astros saying he never
really thought about signing.

“When I was drafted, the Astros

never really offered me any money,
they just said they were willing to
come to watch me play in the summer
with my scout team,” Murray ex-
plained. “As the signing deadline
came and went, they never really did
anything about me, which allowed
me to go to Georgia Tech.”

Murray has appeared in nine games

for the Yellow Jackets this season,
splitting time at first base and catcher,
his natural position. Although he’s
caught his entire life, Murray says he
does not care where they play him, as
long as he gets in the game.

Although his playing time has been
limited, Murray will help be a part of
a Georgia Tech team that can make
some noise next year in the ACC. The

team will return its talented freshman
class, as well as the highly touted
Luke Bard whose older brother Daniel
pitches for the Boston Red Sox.

Although he is only a freshman,
Murray seems happy and satisfied to
the point where he should not have a
problem succeeding in the college
game in the coming years.

goals, and Jonathan Rubin finished
with two goals and an assist.

“It was probably our biggest win
besides beating Johnson last year. It
means a lot for the county tourna-
ment,” Nizolak said.

“This was a huge statement game
for our team. Cranford was a team
that beat us by more than 10 goals
last year, and they were also in the
county championship game. For us
to come down and beat them by six
is huge. We beat Newark Academy,
which is another team that beat us by
more than 10 last year, so those are
two teams that beat us by a com-
bined score of over 20 goals. We are
going to look at the season one game
at a time as payback games. We have
a lot of teams to pay back,” Coach
Miceli said.
Cranford 1 0 2 3 6
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 2 2 1 7 12

Alex Schiffer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AJ Murray sets up for a bunt in practice

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING HIS WAY DOWNFIELD…Raider Jack Cunningham, No. 10, works his way downfield as Cougar midfielder
Glen Cook tries to knock the ball loose. Raider Brian Heath, No. 5, blocks a Cougar.

Resting amid a glorious property at the pinnacle of one of Westfield’s most notable avenues, this magnificent Colonial illustrates classic elegance and mod-
ern comforts beautifully. Hardwood floors, moldings, marvelous window arrangements and desirable updates enliven the timeless interior.  The handsome 
foyer opens to the gracious living room and the formal dining room with Butler’s pantry. The updated kitchen provides you with a feature for almost every 
need including a sunlit breakfast area. The family room boasts abundant windows and opens to the expansive backyard. The master suite with a sitting area 
and a luxurious bath is joined by four more bedrooms and two more updated baths. Adding to your living space is a fabulous lower level with a host of 
rooms, a rooftop deck and an impressive professionally landscaped property. Presented for $1,795,000. 

        Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

      908-233-6417, Direct 
       NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2010

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West 908-233-0065 
    2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell  Banker  

                                     Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing  Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT LLC

SPRING SAVINGS!
CALL AND ASK ABOUT 

OUR MOVE-IN SPECIALS!

Elegantly appointed 1- & 2-bedroom apartments include full-size 
washer/dryer and free basic cable. Plus, clubhouse with heated pool, 

fitness center, cyber-library and activities director who plans 
community events. Garages and storage units available.

CALL NOW!

908.206.9452
for hours and directions

www.MillenniumHomes.com

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
Union County, NJ

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

Raider Netmen Beat
Boonton, Highlanders
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School boys tennis team defeated
Boonton on April 3 and Governor
Livingston on April 4 by identical
scores of 5-0.
SPF 5, BOONTON 0
First singles: Jeffrey Rogers d Skyler
Malinowski, 6-1, 6-0
Second singles: Andrew Leischner d
Justin Liu, 6-0, 6-0
Third singles: Mike Rosenheck d Shakib
Momen, 6-1, 6-0
First doubles: Alex Ozdamar and Jesse
Ozdamar won forfeit
Second doubles: Josh Lopez and Ben-
jamin Yin won forfeit

SPF 5, GOVERNOR LIVINGSTON 0
First singles: Rodgers d Rob Milman,
6-2, 6-0
Second singles: Leischner d Jensen
Butler, 6-4, 6-0
Third singles: Rosenheck d Knyck
Sutherland, 6-0, 6-3
First doubles: A. Ozdamar and J.
Ozdamar d Collin Lerch and Nick
Mastrandrea, 6-0, 6-2
Second doubles: Yin and Lopez d Lee
Sport and Andrew McNamara, 6-1, 6-3

WF Netmen Rip ALJ,
Fall to Delbarton

The Westfield High School boys
tennis team lost to Delbarton, 4-1,
on April 3, then defeated A.L.
Johnson, 5-0, on April 4.
DELBARTON 4, WESTFIELD 1
First singles: Chase Savage (D) d Scott
Thompson, 6-2, 6-1
Second singles: Spencer Furey (D) d
Adam Greene, 6-2, 6-1
Third singles: Max Mancini (W) d Eric
Shiuey, 6-1, 7-6 (7-3)
First doubles: Garrison Block and Mike
Boyle (D) d Jacob Harris and Jack
Rickles, 6-7 (1-7), 6-3, 6-4
Second doubles: Tom Fickinger and
George Easley (D) d Alex Goldschmidt
and Jacob Ziff, 4-6, 7-5, 6-2

WESTFIELD 5, ALJ 0
First singles: Thompson d Dan Mullin,
6-0, 6-2
Second singles: Greene d Shane Pyar,
6-1, 6-0
Third singles: Mancini d Brian
Sheridan, 6-0, 6-1
First doubles: Harris and Rickles d
Ryan Gallagher and Mike Marquez, 6-
1, 6-1
Second doubles: Goldschmidt and
Ziff d Jim Douglas and Lucas Gallo, 6-
1, 6-3

** High School Sports Shorts **
Blue Devil Boys Top
Edison in Tennis, 5-0
The Westfield High School boys

tennis team defeated Edison, 5-0, on
April 5.
First singles: Scott Thompson d Asa
Britt, 6-0, 6-2
Second singles: Adam Greene d Jerry
Ching, 6-0, 6-2
Third singles: Max Mancini d Steve
Bromberg, 6-0, 6-0
First doubles: Jack Rickles and Jacob
Harris d Uzair Saleh and Bharath
Krishnamurthi, 6-1, 6-4
Second doubles: Jacob Ziff and Will-
iam Geoghegan d Shazaan Keshwani
and Sajeet Agrawal, 6-1, 6-0

Raider Netters Rip
Glen Ridge, 5-0

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys tennis team shut out Glen
Ridge, 5-0, on April 5.
First singles: Jeffrey Rodgers d Phillip
Chierico, 6-1, 6-1
Second singles: Andrew Leischner d
Pranav Vaid, 6-3, 6-3
Third singles: Mike Rosenheck d Jamie
Hartop, 6-3, 6-3
First doubles: Alex Ozdamar and Jesse
Ozdamar d Nate Deacon and Drew Lori,
6-0, 6-0
Second doubles: Josh Lopez and Ben
Yin d Tom Murphy and Ben Kolinski, 6-
0, 6-0

W. Morris Laxers Nip
Lady Blue Devils, 13-12

The West Morris High School girls
lacrosse team pulled out a 7-5 second
half to sting the Westfield Blue Dev-
ils, 13-12, on April 5. Emily Gretsky
scored six goals and Courtney Weisse
(assist) scored three for the Blue Dev-
ils, while Alexis Kardias (2 assists)
netted two goals and Samantha
Paoletti (assist) scored one.
Goaltender Mallory Weisse had eight
saves.
West Morris 6 7 13
Westfield 7 5 12

WF Laxmen Edge
Seton Hall Prep, 9-8

Paul DeVita and Jackson O’Leary
(assist) each scored three goals to
lead the Westfield High School boys
lacrosse team to a 9-8 victory over
Seton Hall Prep on April 5. Pat Dyers
netted a pair of goals, and Ryan
Bohrod added a goal and an assist for
the Blue Devils. Nick Arnold had
three assists and Matt Webb had one.
Westfield 2 3 3 1 9
Seton Hall Prep 0 3 4 1 8

Probitas Verus Honos
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Baseball Cougars Get Jump on Raiders, 8-3
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Ribbon-Cutting Set
For Gumbert Field
The Westfield Baseball Associa-

tion has scheduled the ribbon cut-
ting ceremony to take place this
Saturday, April 14, at Gumbert
Field 1. The WBA, along with the
Mayor Andy Skibitsky and other
local officials will be introducing
the newly renovated Gumbert 1
field at 12:30 p.m. The field has
been transformed into one of the
nicest fields in the state.

IT’S TIME FOR CHANGE!
Have you been thinking about selling your home and don’t want to pay a 6% commission?

Although David Realty Group is not a discount brokerage firm, for a limited time, we are
offering a reduced commission of 4 1/2 % on a full service listing agreement.

Contact us Today to meet with David Realty Group to conduct a pricing analysis of your home.

WESTFIELD $699,900 WESTFIELD $749,000

GARWOOD $324,900 WESTFIELD $465,000

530 South Avenue West, Westfield • 908-264-8843 (Office)
www.davidrealtygroup.com • info@davidrealtygroup.com

If your property is now listed for sale or lease this is not intended as a solicitation of that listing. In New Jersey Commission Rates are Negotiable.

David Barbosa

Broker/Owner

Lorena Barbosa

Broker/Owner

UNDER CONTRACT

The Cougars scored twice in the
first inning on Feeney’s RBI triple
and DiFranco’s sacrifice fly to left.
They added two more in the third
inning on Folinusz’s RBI double and
Williamson’s RBI single. Four more
Cougars crossed the plate in the top
of the fourth, so it opened the door for
Coach McCaffrey to bring in his re-
lief pitcher.

“We went as the game went, so we
were able to get other people some
work. It worked out well. Ryan threw

the ball well today, and that’s what
we’ve seen in pre-season, so we are
excited about what he is going to be
able to do this year,” Coach McCaffrey
said.

“I felt great. My arm felt really
good. We have been running a lot.
[Assistant] Coach Naverette said that
breaks up the soreness in your arm.
Coach told me to shut it down, be-
cause I guess we were winning by a
lot. We wanted to give other guys a
look and have other guys pitch to-

day,” Williamson said.
Plick shut down the Raiders in the

fourth then walked designated hitter
Ryan Henkels in the fifth. D’Angelo
followed with his two-run shot over
the leftfield fence.

“Plick has always been able to come
in and do a nice job, so we are excited
about having him on the mound and
get his opportunity. One pitch got away.
D’Angelo is a good hitter. He took a
good swing on it, and he was able to hit
it out,” Coach McCaffrey said.

Krajscik kept the Cougars off the
scoreboard the rest of the way. In the
meantime, D’Angelo took a pitch on
the shoulder in the bottom of the
seventh. Maxwell slapped a single to
right and Kevin Raszka lined an RBI
single to center.

“It is a different level of game be-
tween freshmen, middle school or JV.
We are playing a lot of good teams.
As a young team, it’s good to hang
around, but we don’t want them to get
complaisant and just being satisfied.
If we play our best game, I think we
can play with anyone no matter how
young our team is. We must make
sure we have that intensity from first
pitch to last pitch every game,” said
Coach Baylock, who added, “We got
a bunch of guys, who can throw
strikes. We have guys, who are going
to battle and give us a shot. That is all
we can ask our pitchers to do.”
Cranford 202 400 0 8
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 000 020 1 3

Search for
homes from

your cell phone!
Text “jbcb”
to “87778”

© 2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
 An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555
COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2011
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330
jaynebernstein@gmail.com

JAYNE BERNSTEIN
Sales Associate

Sweet cape boasts a new roof in 2011, updated kitchen with bright white appliances, and
dining/family room addition with sliders to deck. Two bedrooms and the full bath complete
the first floor. The second floor offers a third bedroom with sitting room and wonderful
storage. The partially finished basement expands the living space, with a large recreation
room, half bath, workshop and laundry area. The attached garage, deck, and fenced yard
complete this comfortable home. Located on a quiet dead-end street, the property backs up
to a large park with playground, tennis courts, baseball fields and basketball courts. Convenient
to shopping and transportation, and just a few short blocks away from downtown Kenilworth.

719 Newark Avenue, Kenilworth $269,000

Meticulously maintained and beautifully updated 3 Bedroom, 3 Full Bath Cape Cod offers
Formal Living Room, large Eat-In-Kitchen w/stainless steel appliances, lovely bay window,
and access to mud room, 2 Bedrooms and a full bath on the first level. The expansive 2nd
floor Master Bedroom Retreat provides an abundance of closet space and a full bath. A
wonderful finished Lower Level with recreation room, laundry room, and full bath offers
additional storage. Situated on a nicely landscaped corner lot with private fenced back yard
and patio, inviting covered front porch, and 1 car attached garage, this pristine home is
ready for you to move in and enjoy!

200 Burnside Avenue, Cranford $399,999

This Circa 1900’s 9 room, 6 Bedroom, 2-1/2 bath property has been lovingly maintained and
features a classic Front Porch, Formal Living Room with fireplace, Formal Dining Room with
butler’s pantry; Powder Room, and Eat-In-Kitchen with granite countertops and slider to
entertainment-size deck.  The second floor offers 4 Bedrooms and a full bath, while the 3rd
floor retreat provides an additional 2 Bedrooms and plenty of storage. The yard is beautifully
landscaped and has a 2 car detached garage with potting shed, ideal for the garden enthusiast!

522 Elm Street, Westfield $759,000

Gorgeous NEW 9 Room, 4 Bedroom, 4 full & one half-Bath custom designed Center Hall Colonial
with covered front porch under construction by Elegant Homes.  Enter this beautiful home,
offering lovely hardwood flooring, through the gracious 2-story foyer and enjoy a formal Living
Room; Grand Formal Dining Room; and Center Island Eat-In-Kitchen w/breakfast nook open to
Family Room w/fireplace. The second floor boasts the Master Bedroom Suite with private spa bath
& walk-in closet; 3 additional Bedrooms and 2 full baths, not to mention convenient 2nd floor
laundry. Not to be missed is the finished basement w/full bath and 2 car rear entrance garage.

772 Prospect Street, Westfield $1,279,000

Two Fantastic NEW customized homes to be built by Elegant Homes each on 1.1 acre lots
surrounded by nature and tucked away on a private lane off Hillside Avenue. These estate-
like lots are surrounded by beautiful homes. Don’t miss this amazing opportunity to own
these fantastic pieces of property. Call Jayne Bernstein for more details and proposed floor
plans. 153 Wild Hedge Lane available as land purchase ...offered at $859,000. Rendering
for illustration purposes only.

151-153 Wild Hedge Lane, Mountainside Each Offered at $1,500,000

Newly renovated 14,000+ sq. ft. building for lease or sale. 7000 sq. ft. basement. Fully
approved for Medical, office, school etc. 2 stories with elevator. Centrally located near
highways and public transportation. Owner will subdivide at $30/sq. ft. Also for sale.

214 East Grove Street, Westfield Commercial; for sale or lease

               Fanwood Men’s Softball Association

The Fanwood Men’s Softball Association is actively looking for Teams and

Players Players to  compete this coming spring. We are a modified Fast Pitch

League  that plays weeknights at LaGrande Park in Fanwood.

If you are an individual or represent a group that would like to play Please

contact Tom Smith at 908-889-8456. Play starts in May and continues thru July.

Union County H. S.
Ice Hockey All-Stars:

CO-MVP’S:
Mike Nyitray (Summit), Sal DeMarzo

(A. L. Johnson – ALJ)
FIRST TEAM:

Goalie – Jason Breit (Scotch Plains-
Fanwood – SPF)

Defense – Will Brenn (Summit),
James Wagner (ALJ)

Forward – Liam McLaughlin (Sum-
mit), Martin Rovnak (ALJ), Tom
Fitzgerald (Cranford)

Second Team:
Goalie – Garret McGowan (Summit)
Defense – Drew Miller (Governor

Livingston – GL), Dan Murphy
(Cranford)

Forward – Andrew Skoog (SPF), Jeff
Wykoff (Summit), Dane Huber
(Westfield)

Honorable Mention:
Bailey Rudolph (Dayton), Sam Meyer

(Westfield), Joe Lomelli (ALJ), Jonathan
Tomasulo (SPF), Travis Harden (Sum-
mit), Theo Ballas (Cranford), Jake
Niemela (GL).

Raider Lax Ladies Rip
Morris Hills, 15-5

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls lacrosse team routed
Morris Hills, 15-5, on April 5. Liz
Schiller (assist) and Andrea McNeeley
each netted three goals for the Raid-
ers, while Annie Cannone netted two
goals and Elsa Leistikow scored a
goal and added an assist.

Blue Devil Laxers Top
ALJ Crusaders, 13-6
The Westfield High School boys

lacrosse team broke away with a 7-1,
third quarter run to defeat the A.L.
Johnson Crusaders, 13-6, in Westfield
on April 7. Jackson O’Leary netted
six goals and an assist. Paul DeVita
had two goals and five assists. Ryan
Bohrod (assist) and Mark Frega each
netted two goals. Abe Fertig-Cohen
had a goal. Sam Rosenberg and Nick
Arnold each had two assists for the
Blue Devils.
Johnson 0 3 1 2 6
Westfield 3 3 7 0 13

More High School Sports Shorts

Farmer Nine Defeat
Blue Devils, 11-6

The Union High School baseball
team defeated Westfield, 11-6, in
Union on April 5. Matt Varakian
doubled and scored once for the Blue
Devils and Brett Ryan scored three
times.

Blue Devil Nine Rip
N. Hunterdon, 12-3

The Westfield High School base-
ball team jumped on host North
Hunterdon and came up with a 12-3
victory on April 7. James O’Rourke
doubled, scored three times and had
three RBI. Jake Greenberg doubled,
scored twice and had an RBI. Jon
Gribbin doubled, scored once and
had an RBI. Matt Varakian had three
RBI and scored once. Mike Ionta
scored twice.

Blue Devil Nine Sink
BrH2O Boys, 6-1

The Westfield High School base-
ball team improved to 3-1 with a 6-1
victory over Bridgewater-Raritan on
April 9. Mike Mondon tossed a com-
plete game, striking out seven and
allowing seven hits. Tyler Bowman
went 3-for-3 and scored once, and
Brett Ryan doubled and had two RBI.
Mike Ionta scored twice.
BrH2O 000 010 0 1
Westfield 101 103 x 6

Softball Blue Devils Rip
Immaculata Spartans
The Westfield High School soft-

ball team upped its record to 4-1
with a 4-2 victory over Immaculata
on April 9.

The Lady Spartans plated both of
their runs on an error in the third
inning, but the Blue Devils went
ahead in the fifth inning. Cali
Chambliss led off with a single, Sh-
annon Schaefer singled, Julia
Criscuolo hit an RBI double and
Audrey Peterson hit a three-run home
run. Winning pitcher Elena Scarano
recorded 10 strikeouts and one walk,
while allowing four hits. Josie Novak
pitched for Immaculata and recorded
nine strikeouts, two walks and four
earned runs, while yielding seven
hits.
Westfield 000 040 0 4
Immaculata 002 000 0 2

Probitas Verus Honos

Raider Nine Knocks
Roselle Catholic, 10-2
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School baseball team rolled to a 10-
2 victory over Roselle Catholic on
April 7. Freshman Kevin Maxwell
had a pair of doubles, scored three
times and had two RBI for the 1-2
Raiders. Ryan Henkels had a pair of
RBI and scored twice. Kevin Raszka
doubled and scored once.

WF Bops Belleville
In Softball, 12-0

The Westfield High School soft-
ball team upped its record to 3-1 with
a 12-0, five-inning shutout of
Belleville in Belleville on April 7.
Elena Scarano pitched five innings,
struck out 6, walked one and allowed
two hits. Shannon Schaefer went 3-
for-4 with a homerun, three runs
scored and four RBI. Audrey
Peterson went 3-for-3 with two
doubles and a homerun, four RBI
and two runs scored. Dana Santiago
hit a double for Belleville.

Softball Cougars Jolt
Union Farmers, 7-0

Junior pitcher Julie Siragusa tossed
a seven-inning no-hitter, while strik-
ing out 10, as the Cranford High
School softball Cougars blanked the
Union Farmers, 7-0, in Cranford on
April 5. Siragusa also was blasting
lightning bolts off her “metal stick”
with three hits, including a home run
and a double, and four RBI, while
scoring twice.

Emily Snyder doubled and singled,
scored twice and added an RBI.
Allison Verrilli doubled, scored once
and had an RBI. Kerry Wischusen
had an RBI and scored once in the
Cougars’ 15-hit attack.
Union 000 000 0 0
Cranford 120 301 x 7

Softball Raiders Fall
To Minutemen, 13-3

The Elizabeth High School soft-
ball team scored all of its runs in the
middle innings to defeat Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, 13-3, on April 5.
Kelly Yeager doubled, scored once
and added an RBI for the Raiders,
while Amanda Marcus and Amanda
Raphael each scored a run and had an
RBI.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 110 010 0 3
Elizabeth 004 720 x 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING A PIECE OF THE BALL…Raider Brad Alleman swings and fouls the ball after a pitch from Cougar ace Ryan
Williamson in the first inning. The Cranford Cougars defeated the Raiders, 8-3, on April 5.
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-12001152

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-2872-11

Plaintiff: KEITH E. WILLIAMS AND BARBARA
J. WILLIAMS, HUSBAND AND WIFE, AND
GREGORY LAAHEY, AS TENANTS IN COM-
MON, PARTNERS, T/A WILLIAMS-LAHEY AS-
SOCIATES, A NEW JERSEY PARTNERSHIP

VS.
Defendant: MAGIE AVENUE, LLC
Sale Date: 04/18/2012
Writ of Execution: 03/07/2012
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Ninety-One Thousand Nine Hundred Eighty-
Three and 55/100*** $291,983.55.

All that certain lot, piece or parcel of land, with
the buildings and improvements thereon erected,
situate, lying and being in the Borough of
Mountainside, County of Union and State of New
Jersey:

Street: 1243 Route 22 East, Mountainside,
New Jersey 07092

Number of Feet to Nearest Cross Street: Situ-
ated on the southeasterly side of U.S. Route 22
a distance of 90.11 feet from the southeasterly
side of U.S. Route 22.

Tax Lot and Block No.: Lot 1, Block 23-A
Dimensions (appriximately): 90.11 Feet x 26.64

Feet x 117.61 feet x 103.08 feet x 141.52 feet.
Amount Due for Taxes: $0.
As the above description does not constitute a

full legal description, said full legal description is
annexed to that certain mortgage recorded in the
Office of the Register/Clerk of Union County in
Mortgage Book 7564 at Page 4, et seq.,
Mountainside, New Jersey, and the Writ of Ex-
ecution on file with the Sheriff of Union County.

Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Ninety-Seven
Thousand Four Hundred Twenty and 27/100***
$297,420.27 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
SEIDMAN & PINCUS, LLC - ATTORNEYS
777 TERRACE AVENUE
FIFTH FLOOR
HASBROUCK HEIGHTS, NEW JERSEY 07604
4 T - 03/22, 03/29, 04/05
& 04/12/12 Fee: $193.80

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-12001147

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-007692-11

Plaintiff: GREEN TREE SERVICING, LLC
VS.
Defendant: RICHARD WRIGHT AND SUSAN

WRIGHT; MARION SPALDING, TENANT
Sale Date: 04/18/2012
Writ of Execution: 01/14/2012
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Forty-One Thousand Seven Hundred Eight and
57/100*** $341,708.57.

The property to be sold is located in:
Municipality: Borough of Garwood
Street Address: 15 3rd Avenue, Garwood,

New Jersey 07027
Tax Lot: 19, Tax Block: 206
Approximate dimensions: 40 feet x 150 feet
Nearest cross street: Oak Street
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Fifty-One Thou-

sand Six Hundred Forty-Four and 18/100***
$351,644.18 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
PLUESE, BECKER & SALTZMAN, LLC
20000 HORIZON WAY
SUITE 900
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054-4318
(856) 813-1700
4 T - 03/22, 03/29, 04/05
& 04/12/12 Fee: $153.00

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-12001250

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-33559-08B

Plaintiff: BANK OF NEW YORK, AS TRUSTEE
FOR THE BENEFIT OF CERTIFICATE HOLD-
ERS ALTERNATIVE LOAN TRUST 2007-9T1,
MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH CERTIFI-
CATES, SERIES

VS.
Defendant: WILLIAM R. BLESSING, JESSICA

L. BLESSING
Sale Date: 04/25/2012
Writ of Execution: 03/15/2012
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Fifty-Eight Thousand Seven Hundred Two and
35/100*** $458,702.35.

Municipality: Town of Westfield
County: Union
State of New Jersey
Street and Street No: 821 North Avenue, West
Tax Block: 2604, Tax Lot: 20
Dimensions of Lot: 193.38 feet x 50 feet
Nearest Cross Street: Orborn Avenue
Superior Interests (if any): Westfield holds a

claim for taxes due and/or other municipal utili-
ties such as water and/or sewer in the amount of
$2,097.58 as of 11/13/2009.

Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Twenty-Four
Thousand Six Hundred Thirty-Three and 86/
100*** $524,633.86 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HWY
PO BOX 848 - SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 3/29, 4/5, 4/12
& 4/19/12 Fee: $171.36

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-12001343

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-004721-11

Plaintiff: POLICE AND FIREMEN’S RETIRE-
MENT SYSTEM BOARD OF TRUSTEES BY
ITS ADMINISTRATIVE AGENT NEW JERSEY
HOUSING AND MORTGAGE FINANCE
AGENCY

VS.
Defendant: EDWIN DONNELLY, JR.; LORI

DONNELLY
Sale Date: 05/02/2012
Writ of Execution: 03/05/2012
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Seventy-One Thousand Seventy-Nine and 96/
100*** $371,079.96.

Concise statement of description of real Prop-
erty to be sold:

Municipality: Garwood
County: Union
State of New Jersey
Street & Street No: 228 Willow Avenue
Tax Block: 502, Tax Lot: 14 and 15
Dimensions of Lot: 100 feet x 80 feet
Nearest Cross Street: Oak Street
Superior Interests (if any): None
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Seventy-Eight

Thousand Eight Hundred Sixty-Two and 98/
100*** $378,862.98 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HWY
PO BOX 848 - SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 4/5, 4/12, 4/19
& 4/26/12 Fee: $169.32

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-12001565

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-039786-10

Plaintiff: FIRST HORIZON HOME LOANS, A
DIVISION OF FIRST TENNESSE BANK NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION

VS.
Defendant: KITTIPONG UNGCHAROEN,

MRS. KITTIPONG UNGCHAROEN, HIS WIFE;
TRINITY GARDENS CONDOMINIUM ASSO-
CIATION

Sale Date: 05/09/2012
Writ of Execution: 02/08/2012
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Twenty-Nine Thousand Nine Hundred Twenty-
Five and 83/100*** $329,925.83.

Property to be sold is located in: Town of
Westfield, County of Union, in the State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 515 Trinity
Place, Apt 2BS, Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Tax Lot # 1 C0050, Block # 3010
Approximately Dimensions: 1.0927 AC
Nearest Cross Street: First Street
Taxes: Current through 1st Quarter of 2012*
*Plus interest on these figures through date of

payoff and any and all subsequent taxes, water
and sewer amounts.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Thirty-Eight
Thousand Two Hundred Six and 60/100***
$338,206.60 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
PARKER MC CAY - ATTORNEYS
9000 MIDATLANTIC DRIVE
SUITE 300
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 596-8900
4 T - 04/12, 04/19, 04/26
& 05/03/12 Fee: $173.40

REDIGER WHACKS 3-RUN HR, SIRAGUSA RAPS 2 HITS

Bishop Ahr Trojans Reject
Lady Softball Cougars, 5-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Starting pitcher Christine
LaRochelle tossed five shutout in-
nings before running into a jam in the
sixth, but Megan Ryan relieved and
closed the door to give the Bishop
Ahr Lady Trojans softball team a 5-3
victory over Cranford in the second
game of the Cougar Classic at Adams
Field in Cranford on April 7.

In the opening game of the Classic,
Bishop Ahr defeated Sparta, 3-2, and
the Cougars defeated Carteret, 1-0, in
a pitchers’ duel where Julie Siragusa
picked up her third win of the season.

Siragusa scored the only run with the
help of an RBI from Melissa Moreno.

“Julie pitched an outstanding game.

I think she gave up only three hits.
Defensively, we played extremely
well against a very good Carteret
team. Julie got a double and Melissa
got a base hit to drive her in, and that
was it,” Cougar Head Coach Bob
Bruno said.

In addition to the fine pitching, the
Lady Trojans did get a few breaks
with some difficult infield grounders
in the first and fourth innings before
Gaby Elvina unloaded a three-run
home run in the sixth to give Bishop
Ahr the edge it needed.

“You are looking at a state champ.
They are a very competitive team. We

knew we had to play a little bit better
than we’ve been playing. We didn’t
make a few plays that we should have
made, and then the kid hit that home
run. We make the plays right before
that and that kid doesn’t get up. Then
it’s a different story. The pitchers did
a great job, and when they needed to
get a hit, they got a hit,” Coach Bruno
said.

Trojan leadoff batter Andrea
Muglia hit a dinker to shortstop but
managed to beat out the throw to start
the bottom of the first inning. The
next batter, Kelsey Mieczkowski laid
a bunt down the third baseline, which
caused the charging Cougar third
baseman, Maggie McKay, to slip
while fielding the ball and tossing to
first, resulting in an error. Muglia
scored on Elvina’s single to right.

“In my mind, if my third baseman
doesn’t lose her feet, she throws the
kid out. The ball in the 5-6 hole at
shortstop, she makes a nice play, but
that kid beat that ball out. They scored
one unearned run in that inning,”
Coach Bruno said.

The Cougars, however, did make
three outstanding plays to prevent
further damage in that inning. First,
Mieczkowski also tried to score on
Elvina’s single, but Siragusa got the
relay and fired to Moreno to nail her
at the plate. Next, Moreno gunned
down Elvina’s pinch runner attempt-

ing to steal second. Then Jess Casale
made an outstanding catch in center
to end the inning.

The Cougars, as the visiting team,
threatened in the fourth with a two-
out single from Jess Rediger and a
double to right-center from Stephanie
Bagniewski, but an infield popup
quelled the threat. The Trojans put
together three singles to take a 2-0
lead in the bottom of the inning then
extended their lead to 5-0 with
Elvina’s three-run homer.

Siragusa (2-for-4) and Moreno hit
back-to-back singles to lead off the
sixth then Rediger belted a three-run

homer over the leftfield fence. Ryan
came in to relieve and got three of the
next four Cougars out. Siragusa ripped
a two-out single in the seventh, but
Ryan got Moreno to pop out to short
for the final out.

Siragusa pitched four-and-two-
thirds innings, yielding five runs on
nine hits, while walking none and
striking out five. Christine Roberts
relieved and allowed two hits, while
striking out one and hitting a batter.
The Cougars finished with eight hits.
Allison Verrelli and Izzy Acton each
added a single.

“Our kids are still learning what
each other’s abilities are. As the sea-
son progresses, I strongly believe we
are going to get better as they become
more confident. We only have two
players playing the same positions
that they did last year. It’s the fourth
game of the season. So now, maybe
they can figure it out as a whole
team,” Coach Bruno said.
Cranford 000 003 0 3
Bishop Ahr 100 130 x 5

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING TO THIRD SAFELY…Cougar Andrew DiFrancisco, right, steals third base in the first inning as the ball slips
past Blue Devil third baseman Eric Demers. DiFrancisco went 3-for-4 with a triple, a double and a single, and scored three
times in Cranford’s 9-1 win over Westfield in Westfield on April 10. See complete story in the April 19 edition of The
Westfield Leader and The Times.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE FORCEOUT…Cougar shortstop Allison Verrelli, No. 16, makes the force out at third base on Trojan
Alexis Herrmann in the fourth inning at Adams Field in Cranford on April 7.

St. Bart’s Softball
Seeks Some Players
The St. Bartholomew Men’s

Oldtimers Softball League has a
few more openings for the upcom-
ing season. All men over 30 are
invited to submit an application to
join. The league changes teams
every year, which allows you to
meet many people. It is like a fra-
ternity, but there is no pledging or
hazing. Games are played week-
nights in Scotch Plains and the
surrounding area. The season be-
gins in early May and goes through
August.

For an application and more in-
formation about the league, please
visit our website at
www.stbartssoftball.com . Appli-
cations can be picked up at Family
Investors on South Avenue in
Fanwood.

Villa Walsh Burns
Raider Lax Ladies

The Villa Walsh School girls la-
crosse team burned the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls, 13-12,
in overtime on April 4. Elizabeth
Schiller netted three goals for the
Raiders, while Jesse Klein (assist),
Julie Haggan, Annie Cannone and
Haley Regan (assist) each scored two
goals.

Montclair Laxers Top
Lady Cougars, 18-7

The Montclair High School girls
lacrosse team defeated the Cranford
Cougars, 18-7, on April 4. Rebecca
Roman scored four goals and Mor-
gan Mason scored three for the Cou-
gars.

More High School Sports Shorts
Blue Devils Shut Out
Softball Tigers, 13-0

The Westfield High School soft-
ball team elevated its record to 5-1
with a 13-0 triumph over the Linden
Tigers in Linden on April 10. The
Blue Devils added emphasis to the
victory with a five-run eruption in
the top of the seventh inning.

Chrissy Ferraro went 3-for-5 with
two singles and a double, one RBI
and two runs scored. She added two
stolen bases. Julia Criscuolo also
went 3-for-5 with three RBI, two
doubles and a single. Shannon
Schaefer went 3-for-5 with a single,
a homerun and a double. Schaefer,
who scored four runs, was also the
winning pitcher with seven
strikeouts, while walking one and
allowing five hits. For Linden, Sh-
annon Murphy was 2-for-3 with two
singles.

UNDEFEATED CHAMPS…On March 26, the Scotch Plains Immaculate Heart
of Mary 6th grade girls basketball team captured the Garden State League
Championship, along with the regular league championship for the second
consecutive year going undefeated. Team members include: Maddy Bord, Isabella
Corsaro, Isabella DiDario, Nya Downing, Danielle Mrozek, Katie Mrozek, Erika
Muskus, Brianna O’Brien and Alex Scariati. Coaches include: Head Coach
Frank Scariati, and Assistant Coaches Katherine DeCataldo and Assistant
Coach Jeff O’Brien.

OLYMPIKA GYMNASTS…Pictured, left to right, are: Hanna Nordstrom,
Isabella Stecky and Natalie Aguiar who competed in Tumble Jam.

Fanwood Little League Baseball
will host a free Aquafina Major
League Baseball Pitch, Hit and Run
Competition for area youth on Satur-
day, April 14 at LaGrande Park from
12 p.m. to 3 p.m.

This grassroots program is de-
signed to provide youngsters with an
opportunity to compete free of charge,
in a competition that recognizes indi-
vidual excellence and core baseball

skills. Competitors are divided into
four age divisions 7/8, 9/10, 11/12,
13/14 and have the chance to ad-
vance through four levels of compe-
tition, including a Team Champion-
ship to be held at Yankee Stadium and
the National Finals held at the 2012
MLB All Star Game in Kansas City,
Mo.

For more information and to regis-
ter, visit www.FYOBaseball.org

MLB Pitch, Hit, Run Competition in Fwd

Softball Farmers Nip
SPF Raiders, 4-3

The Union High School softball
team plated three runs in the first
inning and added another in the
fourth then held off the hosting
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders,
4-3, on April 10. The Raiders scored
a run in the third, fifth and seventh
innings.

Cougar Nine Beats
St. Peter’s Prep, 6-3
The Cranford High School base-

ball team defeated St. Peter’s Prep,
6-3, on April 7. Eric Garguilo tripled,
scored once and had an RBI. Chris
Folinusz doubled, scored once and
had an RBI. Andrew DiFrancisco
scored twice and had an RBI. Kurt
Rutmayer picked up his second vic-
tory against no defeats.

FSPY Gymnasts Host
S. Mountain, Somerset

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y”
(FSPY) C Division gymnastic team
hosted a tri-meet against the South
Mountain “Y” and the Somerset Val-
ley “Y” on March 30.

10U age group: Zoe Wernsing earned
second on vault and fourth on balance
beam. Ava McKenzie placed third on
vault and fifth on balance beam. Lenore
Ferguson also competed.

11+ age group: Grace Fontana
earned first All-Around and grabbed
first on the uneven bars, second on
vault and floor exercise and third on
balance beam. Caroline Yessman was
awarded first on vault. Maggie
DiVirgilio took second on balance
beam. Stephanie Schramm earned
fourth on vault. Rachel Tang took
third on vault. Anya Szewczuk also
competed.

OLD TEAMMATES…Former Westfield
High School girls lacrosse teammates
Taylor Anderson, left, of William Smith
College, and Claire Bennett of Amherst
College, met recently in a lacrosse game
between their respective college teams at
the National Training Center in Clermont,
Fla. Amherst won, 12-7.

Local Gymnasts Score at Preston Tumble Jam
Hanna Nordstrom of Mountainside,

Natalie Aguiar of Union and Isabella
Stecky of Mountainside, all members
of Mountainside’s Olympika Gym-
nastics Power Tumbling Team, com-
peted at Preston Gymnastics’ “Tumble
Jam” on April 1.

Aguiar captured a gold medal with
a score of 51.8 in USAG Level 5 for
ages 8 and under. Stecky took silver
with a score of 52.6 in USAG Level
5 for ages 11. Nordstrom took silver
with a score of 53.8 in USAG Level
6 for ages 11.
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Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Visa & Mastercard Accepted

  

POWER WASHING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

      ED DELLA FERA

        SHUTTERS + SHADES

        BLINDS + VERTICALS

WOVEN WOODS + DRAPERY

INSTALLATIONS

Over 25 Years Experience

     Phone: 732.503.3316   Fax: 1.866.216.5677

             edellafera@gmail.com

In Business
Since 1986

Westfield’s ONLY
full service used car

sales and repair shop!������
Auto Sales & Repairs
196 Ross Place • Westfield

908-232-9676

www.JEFFSAUTOSALESANDREPAIRS.com

Owned & Operated
by Jeff Deets

QUEST “FOR
PERFECTION”

Home Improvements
Kitchens • Baths

Countertops • Windows

Fine Carpentry

Basements • Tile Work

QHIWNJ@comcast.net

908-654-1899
NJ Lic. #13VH01315500

Free Estimates • Insured

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

     Basement Waterproofing & Masonry

                   Guaranteed Dry Basements

     All Types of Structural Repairs           Walkways

       Foundations, Concrete Floors           Pavers, Brick & Block

                                               Patios           Bluestones

                                     1-800-334-1822

          NJ Lic. #13VH02742000

    * Senior Discounts     * Major Credit Cards Accepted

Goods & Services You Need

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

BUGABOO FROG STROLLER

FOR SALE - Excellent condition,
Tan, all orig contents plus Travel
Bag and Black Diaper Bag -
asking $450 - Call (908) 264-8547

BALDWIN ORGAN

Baldwin Organ with Bench in good
condition. Best offer or will
donate but you are responsible for
moving items. Call Sharon

(908) 518-9586 ext 5

DOG TRAINING

Private, in-home obedience
training and solutions for
behavioral issues. Positive
reinforcement techniques. Start
training that will last a lifetime.

No dog too small.
Contact Rick (908) 654-3272

MISSING DOG

White and brown Pomeranian
named Pongo. 8 years old, 9 lbs.
Last seen near Edison Middle
School, Westfield (908) 232-0612
or (908) 410-4884 REWARD

PRIVATE AIDE AVAILABLE

Food Shopping, Housekeeping,
Doctor’s Appt’s, Cooking, Laun-
dry, Pers. Care. Will consider Live-
In. Italian Speaking. References
Avail. Call (609) 369-1400 leave
message will return call in 5 min.

DRIVERS: CDL-A

Drivers: CDL-A, Home Weekends!
Regional Openings! Ours start @
.43cpm. & O/O avg $1.70mi incl.
Fuel Surcharge. Hermann
Services 1-888-598-7252

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Professional Office Space
784 sq.ft. First floor with
handicap access. Prime

location, easy access to trains
and buses. Available June 2012.

Please contact Paula at
(908) 232-8416 x 106

WEIDER-MAX FREE

Weider-Max similar to Bow Flex
excellent condition, free.
Mountainside (908) 233-2903

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

Rewarding Business Opportunity

Now Is The Time To Take Action!
Financially rewarding business
opportunity with a generous
compensation plan. Supplement
your income through partnering
with one of the leading personal
care and nutritional companies
recognized across the globe. Work
from home at your own pace.
Training provided. Contact
Information: (908) 665-2527
f lecomte.nsedreams.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 300-6079

DAYSI’S CLEANING SERVICES

HOUSE CLEANING
Do you need someone to clean
your house, apartment or
Condo?  We are your team!
We’re a reliable couple with
excellent references. Free
Estimates. (862) 307-3481

25% OFF AT PAPER MILL

$100 Gift Certificate To Paper Mill
Playhouse in Millburn. “Official
State Theater” of NJ”. No
Expiration.  Use To Purchase
Tickets For Shows and Events.
Great Gift Idea!  Big Savings!   $75.

Call (908) 654-6091

AFFORDABLE WEBSITES

For small businesses, groups,
individuals. Also: graphic design,

writing, photo editing.
www.kranznotee.com

(908) 967-3275

Westfield: 03/12/12
Martin A. Matteo and Patricia J.

Derringer Matteo to Matthew C.
Merkle and Katherine E. Hall, 351
Brightwood Avenue, $380,000.

CCM Fund I, LLC to Shao-Tang
Tsui and Ssu-Yu Lin, 625 West Broad
Street, $235,000.

CBK Realty, LLC to St Paul Real
Estate, LLC, 220 Elmer Street,
$1,100,000.

Raleigh D. and Roberta K. Truitt
to Kevin C. and Catherine B.
Dougherty, 415 Chestnut Street
South, $565,000.

Patrick and Laura C. Cerria to
Joseph and Lauren Majocha, 670
Summit Avenue, $700,000.

Lois F. Hungerford to Patrick F.
Cerria and Laura Cogan Cerria, 776

Recent Home Sales
For more info see:

http://clerk.ucnj.org/UCPA/DocIndex

Norgate, $732,000.
Jonathan W. and Carol S. Jones to

Francis Devinney and Kristen
Musacchio, 202 Dickson Drive,
$637,500.

Westfield: 03/19/12
Richard H. Manroot to Nancy

Rowe-Kane, 653 Lenox Avenue,
$510,000.

In-Town Condominium Construc-
tion Co., LLC to Paul and Francine
Gold, 111 Prospect Street, $980,000.

Harris W. C. and Diane W. Vrowne,
Jr. to Sean Murphy and Eileen Cleary,
206 Ross Place, $385,000.

Ruth Materek to Daniel E. Epstein
and Lihong Li, 52 Michael Drive,
$460,000.

Michael Aldrich to Konstruct En-
terprises, Inc., 2 Bell Drive, $320,000.

HEALTHCARE CLASSES

Medication Aide
classes start April 24th.

CNA evenings starting May 2,
weekends April 21st

mornings starting April 25th.
CHHA classes start
evenings April 16th.

NCLEX RN/PN REVIEW
weekends starting April 15th.

High Success Rates
Humane Concepts Healthcare

(908) 688-8184 or (908) 265-9803

GARDEN STATE CHAMPS...The Westfield Blue 5th Grade Boys A basketball team won the Garden State League (GSL)
Championship game on March 28 at the Holy Trinity School gymnasium with a 38-28 win over Warren. The team compiled
a 28-8 record and finished first in the GSL, second in the Central Jersey League and second in the Clark Winter Basketball
Tournament. Pictured, left to right, are: Kneeling, Marshall Roberson, Michael Kaveney, Andrew Zanfagna, Aidan
Gilman, Matt Crowley and Andrew Caminiti; second row, Sebastian Ferrero, Matt McIntyre, Julian Trott, Brian Hinkel,
Tommy McGuire and Brendan Cox, and back row, Coaches Gary Zanfagna, Chris Gilman and Brian Crowley.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Fanwood Discusses
Proper Mulching

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Shade
Tree Commission conducted a tree mulch-
ing workshop at Carriage House Park in
Fanwood on March 29. Participating in
the workshop were the members of the
Park Middle School Environmental Club.
The club members learned the proper
way to mulch a tree. They learned that
doughnuts are good and volcanoes are
bad. Mulch needs to be placed in a dough-
nut shape around the tree at least six
inches from the trunk. Piling mulch up
against the trunk to form a “mulch vol-
cano,” which is a common practice by
landscapers, is bad for a tree. The pri-
mary function of mulch is to retain mois-
ture for tree roots and prevent the growth
of weeds which rob moisture. Since wa-
ter is absorbed through tree roots, not the
trunk, and weeds grow in the ground and
not out of tree trunks, it is senseless to pile
mulch up against the tree trunk. Piling
mulch up against the tree trunk can actu-
ally cause decay and eventually kill the
tree. To learn more about  the proper way
to mulch trees, contact the New Jersey
Shade Tree Federation at njstf.org or the
Fanwood Shade Tree Commission at
fanwoodnj.org.

By Steve Falco
MULCHING...Paulina Zamora, Julia Verardi and Namrata Kanumuri of the
Park Middle School Environmental Club demonstrate the proper way to mulch
trees by spreading the mulch in a doughnut shape around the tree. Piling mulch
up against the trunk can cause decay and eventually kill the tree. The club
members participated in a tree mulching workshop at Carriage House Park,
sponsored by the Fanwood Shade Tree Commission.

NJ Treasury Writes: The Real Story on Gift Cards

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

TRENTON – In light of recent media
reports that have falsely portrayed the
issue of gift cards in New Jersey and the
decision by American Express to discon-
tinue some gift card products in New
Jersey, the New Jersey Treasury feels the
need to set the record straight and provide
additional, factual background on the
bipartisan, consumer-friendly initiative
passed by the Legislature in 2010. That
law created new protections for consum-
ers of gift cards. Here are the facts:

The large card companies would have
you believe that the state is “grabbing” or
“taxing” gift cards. That is a total fabrica-
tion and nothing more than part of a
misinformation campaign designed to
protect giant card issuers’ anti-consumer
business practices and unjustifiable profit-
grabs from abandoned or forgotten gift
cards.

The simple facts are these: In June
2010, New Jersey’s Legislature passed a
bill that provided long-overdue protec-
tions to buyers of gift cards by preventing
gift card issuers from depleting and then
taking consumers’ unused balances. The
law prevents sellers of gift cards from
charging exorbitant “inactivity” or “dor-
mancy” fees that deplete and ultimately
eliminate the value of cards over time.
Under the 2010 law, once card value is
transferred to the state, consumers are
protected if a business declares bank-
ruptcy, and they can receive the unre-
deemed value of their gift cards.

The law also provides that unused bal-
ances be transferred to the state after two
years of inactivity, rather than taken by
the card issuer as windfall profits. But
most critically: Unlike balances taken as
extra “profit” by an issuer, every penny
the state holds in unused gift cards can be
reclaimed by consumers – forever. And
the value of the card is available to the
customer – with interest – forever.

After all, gift cards belong to consum-
ers and unused balances are their money.
They are not, and never should be, the
property of the issuer. And if an unre-
deemed gift card balance is never claimed
by a consumer, it is only appropriate that
it be made available for the benefit of all
New Jerseyans to prevent tax increases
and service cutbacks.

For those interested in additional de-

tails on the issue we provide the follow-
ing facts:

What is “escheatment” and why does
the state “escheat” unclaimed property?

Escheatment laws prevent banks or
other companies from keeping property
that rightfully belongs to citizens. The
governing principle is that the state should
step in and protect the rights of owners to
unclaimed property such as estates of
deceased relatives and the contents of
long-dormant safe deposit boxes. Over
the past few years, the state’s Unclaimed
Property Administration has returned
more than $80 million including interest
to consumers annually.

How much money on gift cards goes
unused?

U.S. merchants sell an estimated $100
billion of stored value cards each year.
Industry experts estimate that 6 percent,
or $6 billion, of gift card buyers’ hard-
earned dollars go unspent each year –
money that card issuers take from con-
sumers. From 2005 to 2011, $41 billion
of gift card value went unspent, the
TowerGroup estimates, with most of it
being retained by the card issuer.

Who gets the unused gift card balances
now?

Except in pro-consumer states like New
Jersey, gift card issuers take unused con-
sumer balances as windfall profits after
two years.

Whose money is it, anyway?
It’s the consumer’s money! Under New

Jersey law, the consumer is entitled to the
full amount of the unredeemed balance –
forever.

Does the 2010 law require businesses
to do anything?

Yes, the law permits the state to re-
quire that merchants collect address in-
formation from gift card buyers at the
time of sale. In many cases, all that is
required to be collected is a ZIP code.

Is the state imposing an unreasonable
burden on business operations?

No. Many gift card issuers and mer-
chants collect ZIP codes – and much
more information – at the point of sale.
Most cards are validated at the time of
purchase by a checkout clerk. Adding
ZIP code information is not a big lift.

Are some businesses complying with
the new law?

Yes. Retailers and restaurants such as
Justice, Modell’s and Red Robin are al-
ready collecting ZIP codes from gift card
purchasers.

Why is American Express announcing
that it is stopping gift card sales in New
Jersey?

We wouldn’t presume to speculate as
why a giant financial services company
would consider it a fatal blow to their gift
card business model when New Jersey
passes a law that restores unredeemed
gift balances to state consumers who paid
for them.

Is the state “grabbing” consumers’
money?

Absolutely not. Gift card issuers have
been “grabbing” windfall profits from
consumers for years, and the 2010 law
ends the practice. New Jersey’s consum-
ers can get their gift card money back at
any time.

Is the state acting to protect consum-
ers?

Yes. Every penny the state holds from
the transfer of unused gift cards to the
Unclaimed Property Administration can
be reclaimed by consumers – forever.
And the value of the card is available to
the customer – with interest – forever.
There is no time limit for redemption
from the state. And if the money is never
claimed by a consumer it can be used for
the benefit of all New Jerseyans to pre-
vent tax increases and service cutbacks.
In stark contrast, companies and banks
that sell gift cards routinely keep some or
all the value of the cards as windfall
profits.

Do other states protect consumers’
unused gift card balances?

Yes, other states protect consumers’
interest in unused gift card balances. There
are many different specific rules, but
New Jersey is a leader in protecting con-
sumers’ rights in unused gift card bal-
ances.

Is any business exempt from the law?
Yes. “Mom and Pop” small businesses

are exempt from the law.

CLASSIFIEDS
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 5/3/12, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified under
N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New
Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:

Maintenance Roadway Repair Contract North, Sub-Region N-3,
Contract No. N 306, Bergen and Union Counties; 100% State; DP No: 11419
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C 17:27.
The awarded bidder must provide a completed Contractor Certification and Disclosure

of Political Contribution Form(s) according to both P.L 2205, C.51 and Executive Order
No. 117 within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Executive Order No: 117 is
effective on November 15, 2008. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must be
registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue, Business
Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of valid
business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid.  The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe
follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected
(BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, NJ 07856 Cherry Hill, NJ  08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 4/12/12, 4/19/12 and 4/26/12, The Leader Fee: $195.84

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the
Westfield Public Schools will receive bids
for Gym Bleacher Replacement at the
Roosevelt Intermediate School
(FVHD#4272), 301 Clark Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090, together with all work
incidental thereto, in accordance with the
requirements of the drawings and specifi-
cations prepared by Fraytak Veisz Hopkins
Duthie, PC (FVHD) Architects-Planners,
www.fvhdpc.com.

Bids will be received for: SINGLE OVER-
ALL CONTRACT (C009/C107/C047 OR
C107/C047)

Sealed Bids will be received by the
Westfield Board of Education, to the atten-
tion of Mr. Vincent Yaniro, Business Ad-
ministrator, Room 101, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, until 2:00
PM (Prevailing Time) on May 8, 2012.
Bids will be publicly opened and read im-
mediately thereafter.

Bidding Documents for the proposed
Work are on file at the office of the Archi-
tect, FVHD, 1515 Lower Ferry Road, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08628, and may be in-
spected by prospective bidders during
regular business hours. Any bidder should
contact the Architect’s Office at (609) 883-
7101 to confirm availability of documents.
The Bidding Documents may be obtained
from the Architect upon deposit of $150.00
(One Hundred Fifty Dollars) for each set,
made payable to Fraytak Veisz Hopkins
Duthie. If bidder requests documents to be
shipped, they must provide their direct
shipping account number to the Architect
and a SEPARATE NON-REFUNDABLE
handling charge of $25.00 per set pay-
able in advance to Fraytak Veisz Hopkins
Duthie, PC will also be charged. Deposit
will be refunded if the bidding documents
are returned in whole, bound and in good
condition and returned within ten (10) days
after the opening of bids, by a Bidder
submitting bona fide bid. All questions
must be sent ONLY via mail or fac-
simile at (609) 883-2694 with the job
number referenced.

Bid Proposal shall be submitted in sepa-
rate sealed envelopes for each contract:
(1) addressed to the owner, (2) bearing the
name and address of the bidder written on
the face of the envelope, and (3) clearly
marked “BID” with the contract title and/or
bid number on the outside of the envelope
and must be accompanied by a Certified
Check, Cashier’s Check or Bid Bond drawn
to the order of the Owner for not less than
ten percent (10%) of the amount of the bid,

but in no case in excess of $20,000.00;
and must be delivered to the above place
on or before the hour named. The Board of
Education and the Architect assume no
responsibility for bids mailed or misdirected
in delivery.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-25, each
proposal shall be accompanied by a Propo-
sition of Surety from a Surety Company
stating it will provide each bidder with sepa-
rate Performance and Payment Bonds,
each in the amount of 100% of the contract
sum. Also, Surety agrees to furnish Bidder
with a Maintenance Bond in required form.
The Proposition of Surety shall be executed
by an approved surety company autho-
rized to do business in the State of New
Jersey and in accordance with P.L. 1995,
c.384 (amending N.J.S.A. 2A:44-143 and
2A:44-144, effective January 10, 1996) and
with the three highest rating categories of
rating companies nationally recognized and
listed as per Appendix A (go to www.nj.gov/
dobi/surey.htm).

If the bid exceeds $20,000.00 bidder
must be pre-qualified by the New Jersey
Division of Property Management and
Construction (DPMC), prior to the date that
bids are received. Any bid submitted un-
der the terms of New Jersey statutes not
including a copy of a valid and active Pre-
qualification/Classification Certificate will
be rejected as being non-responsive to bid
requirements.

All contractors and subcontractors must
provide a Business Registration Certifi-
cate (BRC) per N.J.S.A. 52:32-44. The
BRC must be on file prior to the bid open-
ing date.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq. pertaining to the “Public
School Contracts Law.”

All bidders shall comply with The New
Jersey Prevailing Wage Act N.J.S.A. 34:11-
56.25 et seq. (P.L. 1963, c.150).

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 (P.L.
1975, c.127), and N.J.A.C. 17:27-1 et seq.
and all duly adopted Affirmative Action
Regulations.

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
sixty (60) days after the date set for the
opening thereof. The right is reserved to
reject any or all bids or to waive informality
in the bidding if it is in the interest of the
School District to do so.

BY ORDER OF THE WESTFIELD
BOARD OF EDUCATION, UNION
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

Vincent Yaniro
Interim Business Administrator

Board Secretary
DATED:  April 12, 2012

1 T - 4/12/12, The Leader Fee: $106.08

PUBLIC NOTICE

Westfield P.E.O. Chapter
Installs New Officer Slate

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
P.E.O. Chapter installed its new of-
ficers on March 7 at the home of
Joyce Fraser of Westfield. P.E.O. is
a philanthropic organization dedi-
cated to promoting educational op-
portunities for women.

Nora Sutter of Westfield installed
Joyce Fraser of Westfield as presi-
dent. Also named were Marge
McCornick of Westfield, vice-presi-
dent; Barbara Gigon of Westfield,
treasurer; Cindy McCracken of War-
ren, recording secretary; Valerie
Frank of Westfield, corresponding
secretary; Charlotte Broadwell of
Westfield, chaplain, and Bonnie
Turner of Mountainside, guard.

The P.E.O. organization makes a
difference in women’s lives through
six philanthropies. They include
ownership of a two-year women’s
college, Cottey College located in
Nevada, Mo., and five programs
that provide educational assistance:
P.E.O. Educational Loan Fund;
P.E.O. International Peace Schol-
arship; P.E.O. Program for Con-
tinuing Education; P.E.O. Scholar
Awards, and P.E.O. STAR Scholar-

ship.
P.E.O. is headquartered in Des

Moines, Iowa. For more informa-
tion about P.E.O. and its projects,
visit peointernational.org.

The 70th convention of the New
Jersey State Chapter will be held on
Friday and Saturday, May 4 and 5,
at the Hanover Marriott in
Whippany. Chapter U delegates at-
tending will be Joyce Frazer and
Barbara Gigon of Westfield. Betty
Evans of Mountainside will serve
as alternate.

On Friday and Saturday, April 27
and 28, Chapter U will hold a ga-
rage sale at 301 Roger Avenue in
Westfield. All proceeds will benefit
the six P.E.O. projects for educa-
tional opportunities for women.

SP-F VFW Announces
Essay Contest Winners

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars Post No. 10122
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood recently
sponsored the local VFW Patriot’s
Pen Essay Writing Contest for sixth-
, seventh- and eighth-grade stu-
dents. This year’s theme was “Are
You Proud of Your Country?” Stu-
dents were required to write an
original essay of between 300 and
400 words.

Chairman Joe McCourt has an-
nounced Post 10122’s winners.
They are First Place (tie): Hanna
Guarnuccio – St. Bartholomew
Academy/sixth grade and Kaavya
Krishna-Kumar – Park Middle
School/eighth grade; Third Place
(tie): Julia Guarneri – Terrill Middle
School/seventh grade and Nithya
Narayanan, Terrill Middle School/
eighth grade. Each winner will be

presented with a cash prize, a medal
and a certificate of merit at awards
assemblies to be conducted at their
schools in June.

The four students’ essays were
entered in the VFW District 5
(Union County) level of competi-
tion. Hanna Guarnuccio captured
second place. She was honored at a
VFW District 5 awards program in
March.

Chairman McCourt observed that
the overall quality of the essays was
excellent. He extended his con-
gratulations to the winning students
and expressed his appreciation to
all the pupils who submitted an
essay.

Mr. McCourt also thanked the
teachers and staff for their support
of this year’s Patriot’s Pen Essay
Writing Contest.

Westfield Chess Club Hosts
Spring Scholastic at ‘Y’

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Chess Club hosted the Westfield
Spring Scholastic on March 25 at the
Westfield Area “Y” in Westfield.
Twenty-seven players from all over
New Jersey entered this event, di-
vided into three separate sections.

In the open section, Leon Deng of
Princeton won all three games to cap-
ture the first-place trophy. In second
place on tiebreaks, Brandon Jacobson
of Westfield won one game to take
the second-place trophy. Also with
one point Brahmteg Minhas of Short
Hills took the third-place trophy over
Stephen Cheng of Short Hills, who
came in fourth place on tiebreaks.

In the under 1250 section, eight
players entered. Samuel Zhang of
Edison won three games and drew
his game with Neil Mehta of Summit,
who won his other three games, but
Samuel Zhang took first place on
tiebreaks and Neil Mehta claimed the
second-place trophy. Merrick Hu of
Bedminster scored 2.5 points to take
the third-place trophy, edging out
Mitch Fishbein of Summit on
tiebreaks, with Mitch capturing the
fourth-place trophy. Edward Hu of
Bedminster took home the fifth-place
trophy while scoring one point.

Fifteen players competed for five

trophies in the under 750 section.
Adam D’Souza of Lincroft won all
his four games to capture the first-
place trophy. Pius Sarkar of Glen
Rock won three games while losing
to Adam D’Souza to take the second-
place trophy on tiebreaks. Bryan
Zhang of Green Brook also won three
games to win third place on tiebreaks.
Also scoring three points was
Alexander Fox of Summit, who cap-
tured the fourth-place trophy. Henry
Siegel of Millburn finished with 2.5
points to edge out Diana Serinova on
tiebreaks to win the fifth-place tro-
phy.

Todd Lunna directed the event for
the Westfield Chess Club, assisted by
Pat Mazzillo. The Westfield Chess
Club holds four scholastic events a
year in the four seasons of the year.

Open Section – Leon Deng, first;
Brandon Jacobson, second;
Brahmteg Minhas, third; Stephen
Cheng, fourth.

Under 1250 – Samuel Zhang,
first; Neil Mehta, second; Merrick
Hu, third; Mitch Fishbein, fourth;
Edward Hu, fifth.

Under 750 – Adam D’Souza, first;
Pius Sarkar, second; Bryan Zhang,
third; Alexander Fox, fourth;
Henry Siegel, fifth.

WINNING PLAYERS…The Westfield Chess Club hosted the Westfield Spring
Scholastic on March 25 at the Westfield Area “Y.” Trophy winners from the
open section, pictured left to right, are: Leon Deng, Brandon Jacobson, Brahmteg
Minhas and Stephen Cheng.

Historical Society Hears
About Byzantine Empire

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The

Times

WESTFIELD – At the Westfield
Historical Society’s First Wednes-
day Luncheon on April 4, held at
the Echo Lake Country Club in
Westfield, Hassan “Sam”
Mahmoud, a member and longtime
Westfield resident, gave a talk and
slide show on the Byzantine Em-
pire. Mr. Mahmoud is a world trav-
eler and essayist on many subjects.

Mr. Mahmoud began his lecture
with the descent of the Roman Em-
pire and the ascendancy of
Constantine, who was a pragmatic
and ambitious leader. During his
talk, Mr. Mahmoud detailed the es-
tablishment of Constantinople, the
Crusades and the Great Schism. He
ended the lecture with the fall of
Constantinople and the rise of the
Ottoman Empire.

Dave Rogers told historical soci-
ety members that at the
organization’s next luncheon,
Wednesday, May 2, at noon at the
Echo Lake Country Club, the fea-
tured speaker will be the Reverend
Dr. Robert Higgs of the First Pres-
byterian Church of Elizabeth. Rev-
erend Higgs will speak about prepa-
rations for the 350th anniversary of
the State of New Jersey, to take

place in 2014.
The annual Spring Assembly for

the five local history societies will
take place on Tuesday, April 24,
beginning at 7 p.m. at The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield, located
at 140 Mountain Avenue. Melinda
Mucha and Austin McCaffrey will
present a program called “Sachets,
Sallies and Scurvy (18th-century
food)” during the Assembly. The
five history societies include the
Daughters of the American Revo-
lution (DAR), Sons of the Ameri-
can Revolution (SAR), the Genea-
logical Society of the West Fields,
the Westfield Historical Society and
the Miller-Cory Museum Volun-
teers, which is celebrating its 40th
anniversary this year.

The Westfield Historical
Society’s 2012 Annual Dinner will
be held on Wednesday, May 30, at
the Echo Lake Country Club. The
annual meeting will take place at
5:30 p.m., followed by cocktails at
6 p.m. and dinner at 7 p.m. The
program will feature a performance
by the New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts’ Woodwind Quintet. There
will be a 50/50 cash raffle. The
dinner is $50 for members and $55
for non-members. For information,
interested persons are asked to call
(908) 654-1874.

P.E.O. LEADERS…The Westfield P.E.O. Chapter installed and honored its new
slate of officers on March 7. The new officers, pictured left to right, are: Marge
McCornick, Joyce Fraser, Barbara Gigon, Bonnie Turner, Valerie Frank,
Charlotte Broadwell and Cindy McCracken.

Historical Society to Screen
The Diary of Anne Frank

KENILWORTH – The
Kenilworth Historical Society has
arranged a special viewing of the
2008 movie adaptation of “The
Diary of Anne Frank” for Thurs-
day, April 19, in observance of
Holocaust Remembrance Day. The
general public is invited to attend
the screening, which will begin at 7
p.m. at the Kenilworth Seniors’
Center, located at 526 Boulevard in
Kenilworth. Admission will be free.

The two-hour film, which is be-
ing shown in cooperation with
Darlow Smithson Productions Ltd.,
has won international acclaim for
its authenticity and accurate inter-
pretation of Jewish teenager Anne
Frank’s life in hiding from 1942 to
1944, during the World War II Ger-
man occupation of the Netherlands.

Drawing on exact passages from
the revered diary that she wrote
from a secret annex in Amsterdam
shared with her family and others,
the movie portrays the humanity,
tolerance, courage and will to live
for which Anne Frank is univer-
sally recognized.

From the time that “The Diary of
Anne Frank” was first published

more than 50 years ago, this liter-
ary classic has become one of the
world’s most widely read books and
has served as the basis for several
plays and films.

Parking and entrance to the
Kenilworth Seniors’ Center are lo-
cated at the rear of the building. For
further information, call (908) 709-
0434.

The Kenilworth Historical Soci-
ety is an independent, non-profit,
tax-exempt, 501(c)(3) organization
dedicated to the research, preserva-
tion and interpretation of the his-
toric Oswald J. Nitschke House,
local history and culture. Its regu-
lar meetings, open to the general
public, are held at the Kenilworth
Seniors’ Center, usually on the third
Thursday of each month, except in
July and August, when no meetings
are scheduled. Meetings start at 7
p.m. For details regarding the
Kenilworth Historical Society, visit
the organization’s website,
kenilworthhistoricalsociety.org.
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Two BU Students Earn
International Fellowships

BOSTON, Mass. – Two Boston
University (BU) students have been
selected by BU and the Pulitzer
Center on Crisis Reporting for in-
ternational health reporting fellow-
ships in Africa this summer as part
of the center’s growing Campus
Consortium Partnership of 16 in-
stitutions of higher learning.

Meghan Dhaliwal of Scotch
Plains,  a College of
Communication senior,
and Jason Hayes,  a
School of Public Health
graduate student, will
spend several weeks at
the Pulitzer Center’s
Washington, D.C. head-
quarters and several
more on the reporting
trip.  They will  be
mentored by Center-sup-
ported journalists and
staff, focusing on such
issues as water and sani-
tation, and reproductive health.

With the Pulitzer Center’s ap-
proval, each school in its consor-
tium selects at least one student
fellow and finances the fellow-
ships. The Center commissions
multimedia reporting projects with
the completed project featured on
its website. Fellows also work with
the Center in efforts to further dis-
seminate their projects through
media partners.

These paid fellowships are part

of an ongoing collaboration be-
tween the Pulitzer Center and the
Boston University Program on Cri-
sis Response and Reporting, a
cross-campus collaboration of fac-
ulty and resources from BU’s Col-
lege of Communication (COM),
School of Public Health (SPH) and
Center for Global Health and De-
velopment (CGHD).

Meghan, a photo-
journalist who has
done course work at
the SPH, started her
own NGO in Uganda
when she was still in
high school, selling
jewelry to benefit a re-
habilitation center for
sex workers. She has
traveled extensively
in the developing
world, including
Ghana and several
trips to India. As a stu-

dent in BU’s Semester at Sea in
2011 she visited Dominica, Brazil,
South Africa, Mauritius, Singapore,
Vietnam, China and Taiwan.

“Meghan is a talented and pas-
sionate journalist who is always
willing to put in the hard work
necessary to get to the heart of a
story, and she has shown a readi-
ness to go where others might fear
to tread,” said COM photojournal-
ism professor Peter Southwick, her
academic adviser.

Meghan Dhaliwal

www.goleader.com/subscribe

www.goleader.com

SWEET MUSIC … Katie Buchbinder of Scotch Plains, a junior at The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School, performed a flute solo to Pierre O. Ferroud’s Trois Pieces on
April 1 when the school’s finest musical talent was on display at the annual Music
Recital. The show featured a mix of instrumental and vocal pieces by students in
the Middle and Upper schools. Jane Brown, Instrumental Music Teacher and
Arts Department co-chairwoman, organized the event with the help of colleagues
Sharon Byrne and Shannon Caldwell.
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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

“Mirror Mirror”
It’s All About Image

2 and ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

A witty update of the Brothers
Grimm rendition of “Snow White,”
what director Tarsem Singh’s satiric
paean lacks in pacing it nearly ame-
liorates via elegant design and
topnotch production values. And even
if Disney’s Sneezy and Co. have been
replaced by a new gang, Julia
Roberts’s watershed portrayal of the
evil queen is still nothing to sneeze at.

In short - no inference to the new
dwarves, or dwarfs, depending on
personal preference - rest assured
your own little ones won’t be short-
changed by this latest version of the
classic fairy tale. With colorful char-
acters, heroic and otherwise, nicely
integrated into a moral-rich script,
odds are Mom and Pop will also
benefit from the refresher course.

The lessons are doled out smartly,
delivered with just enough tongue-
in-cheek sleight to preclude Junior
from feeling the movie is treating
him like a baby. One can only hope
the same can be said for Gramps and
Granny. Thanks to a brighter batch of
kids nowadays, there is less and less
need for children’s films to commu-
nicate on more than one level.

What puzzles me, though, is how
so many of these precocious, intelli-
gent, multi-tasking, downloading tots
grow up just in time to take the place
of the uncaring, selfish, hedge fund
types who pass you on the highway
shoulder in their black BMWs? In
addition to 5 points and a $1,000 fine,
these aggressors should be required
to view “Mirror Mirror.”

Then they’d see the depravity of
their vanity and conceit, deliciously
exampled by Julia Roberts. Parody-
ing the whole inner and outer beauty
thing with panache and aplomb, in-
cluding a stop at the vagaries of ap-
proaching middle age, she unself-
ishly unfurls a new wrinkle to her
talents, pun shamelessly intended.
She is reason enough to see this film.

Narrating at story’s outset from a
secret hideaway where she colludes
with that mirror, mirror on the wall,
imbuing her, at a cost, with magical
powers, she asserts this is not Snow
White’s tale, but rather, hers. Of
course, soon after when we meet the
sweet young thing, winsomely acted
by Lily Collins, the underdog mode
kicks in and we beg to differ.

Yeah, it’s the same old,
heartrending story, which makes you
feel just a little bad for the resultantly
squirming, good stepmothers who
accompany little Taylor or Britney to
the Bijou. Well, at least this one’s
beautiful. But sarcastic, oh my good-

ness, and not a stitch of guilt evident
in her declamations as she delights in
demeaning the kingdom’s true heir.

Still, be it known our gal has pluck.
She is a princess through and through,
the puzzlingly absent King’s blue
blood legitimately coursing through
her veins. But oh sigh and alas, dear
Daddy has never returned from the
forest where treacherously lurks the
killer beast. And the lousy wicked
queen, who has now bankrupted the
domain, keeps her subjugated.

‘Tis a sad scene indeed. But be not
dismayed. After all, this is PG, and
the purpose is not to make one a
misanthrope, but to teach you early-
on that the darkest hour is just before
the dawn. And, lest you forget the
clichés in all those fairy tales your
family’s devoted nanny read you,
where there’s a distressed princess, a
charming prince is surely nearby.

This one, handsome enough, and
egotistical in a comically harmless
way, is engagingly portrayed by
Armie Hammer. Renbock, Prince
Alcott’s loyal retainer and foil, played
by Robert Emms, helps facilitate the
repartee through which he unfolds
his mantra. And just in case those two
don’t provide enough laughs, such is
fully assured by Nathan Lane.

He’s Brighton, the queen’s ultra-
toadying chief of staff and ineffec-
tual sounding board…never at a loss
for a disingenuous compliment or a
self-effacing appraisal of his cow-
ardice. A frantic, emoting, arms-a-
flurrying treatise on the disgrace we
at times suffer for job security, his
example urges Johnny to shun being
a brownnoser, if at all possible.

However, the film’s greatest les-
sons on what not to be, as well as the
cause of its biggest laughs, emanate
from Miss Roberts’s unexpected, little
tour de force. Perhaps it’s easy to be
the brunt of a joke about vanity and
the aging process if you’re still as
pretty as she is. Nonetheless, she’s
apprised me of the inner beauty it
takes to embody it so fearlessly.

While it’s fairly certain kids 5
through 10 will like this cutting edge
retelling of the fable, the critic is
aware of what their adult escorts want
to know. Hence, registering a 6.5 on
the Goldberger Kiddy Flick Pain-
lessness Chart (10 being the least
painful), know that “Mirror Mirror”
lets parents and grandparents cast a
good reflection with little sacrifice.

…
“Mirror Mirror,” rated PG, is a

Relativity Media release directed by
Tarsem Singh and stars Julia Rob-
erts, Lily Collins and Nathan Lane.
Running time: 106 minutes.

INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE…Candace Wicke of Westfield, President of
the Continuo Arts Foundation, meets Ireland’s Prime Minister Enda Kenny on
a recent trip to Ireland. In addition to Prime Minister Kenny, Ms. Wicke met
members of Parliament and is scheduled to have tea with President Michael
Higgins. Continuo Arts is collaborating to establish an International Music
Festival and Exchange Program in Ireland.

Crescent Choral Society
Concert To Be Held April 21
PLAINFIELD — Sacred music

by Felix Mendelssohn, Ralph
Vaughn-Williams, and John Rutter
will be presented by the Crescent
Choral Society, Saturday, April 21,
at 8 p.m. at the Crescent Avenue
Presbyterian Church, located at the
corner of Watchung Avenue and
7th Street. The concert is the sixth
in this season’s Crescent Concerts
Series.

The program, which is entitled
“Lost in Wonder, Love, and Praise,”
will consist of Mendelssohn’s Psalm
42, “Like as the heart” and his sa-
cred anthem “Hear My Prayer” and
“O, for the Wings of a Dove.”

Vaughn-Williams “Five Mystical
Songs” and John Rutter’s Te Deum
are also included. Organist Brenda
Day, minister of music at the First
Presbyterian Church in Metuchen,
will accompany chorus and solo-
ists.

Mendelssohn is best known in
the field of religious choral music
for his often-performed oratorio
Elijah, but his output of religious
music was very large. In the case of
Psalm 42, the source for the work
was an effort on the part of Frederich
Wilhelm IV, King of Prussia, to
reform the music of the Protestant
Church. Frederick wanted a sort of
ecumenical style, based on the
Catholic music of Palestrina and
the Lutheran works of Bach, and he
saw in Mendelssohn the ideal man
to carry out his wishes. Despite
reservations, the composer com-
plied with Frederick’s wishes. Ironi-
cally, his new music, intended for
church services, found its way into
the concert hall.

Tickets at $20 ($15 for seniors
and $5 for students) may be pur-
chased at the door. Handicap ac-
cess and bathrooms and large print
programs are available. For enqui-
ries, telephone (908) 756-2468.

Funding for this concert has been
made possible in part by the New
Jersey Council on the Arts, Depart-
ment of State, a partner agency of
the National Endowment of the Arts,
through a grant administered by the
Union County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs.

Student Production Of
The Runner Stumbles at
Union County College
CRANFORD – On Saturday and

Sunday, April 20 and 21, Union
County College’s Owl Theater will
present, The Runner Stumbles by
Milan Stitt. Performances will be held
at 7:30 p.m. each evening in the Roy
Smith Theater at the College’s
Cranford campus.

The play is based on a real incident
in 1911 in the backwoods of Michi-
gan. A priest is charged with the
murder of a nun. It is, in part, a who-
dun-it, courtroom drama, religious
debate, and a challenge to obedience.

The entire cast and production team
are comprised of students from the
College, including, Chris Brennan,
Stefeny Medina, Walter Scheuerman,
Angela Basso, Melita Richarsdson,
and Mark Zebro, Jr. The stage man-
agers are Union students Ben
Jacobson and Alonso Mejia. The play
is directed by Union County College
Professor Michael Z. Murphy, of the
English/Fine Arts/Modern Lan-
guages Department. The producer is
Rebecca May, Manager of College
Life.

The students have been rehearsing
since the beginning of February. All
of them have been involved in per-
forming arts. Some have also been
involved in stage productions before
coming to Union County College.

Tickets are $5 per person and will
be available at the door. The College’s
Cranford campus is located at 1033
Springfield Avenue. For direction or
more information on Union County
College, visit www.ucc.edu.

GREAT OUTDOORS...Jersey Central Art Studios announced that it will host its third Paint the Town! plein air painting
event in Cranford Tuesday, June 5, through Sunday, June 10. Plein air means “in the open air” and refers to dynamic
outdoor landscape painting. The landscape above, by Emily Buchanan, was created during a plein air past event.

Romans to Appear
In Off-Broadway

Production
NEW YORK, N.Y. – For the

first time, Pace University Per-
forming Arts has produced an
Off- Broadway production and
student Ashley Romans of
Scotch Plains is a part of the
inaugural event.

Ashley appears as Inez in the
Pace production of Our Lady of
121st Street on Theatre Row in
New York City – Lion Theater
on West 42nd Street this week.

For more information or tick-
ets visit www.theatrerow.org/
thelion.htm

Dinosaur Day Features
Hands-On Science Activities
NEWARK — Jurassic Park comes

to the Newark Museum when the
“Mighty T-Rex” headlines a day of
activities at the fifth annual Dino-
saur Day on Sunday, April 29, from
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Dinosaur Day engages children
through hands-on experiences,
games, performances and presen-
tations. Children will meet and in-
teract with the “Mighty T-Rex,” a
15-foot long mechanical dinosaur
provided by Field Station: Dino-
saurs that is accompanied by the
Dinosaur Troubadour.

Other activities include making
fossil rubbings, digging for fossils,
hunting for GEO treasures, creat-
ing dinosaur origami, joining in live
animal presentations, and sluicing
for gemstones. There will be a dis-
play of life size dinosaur fossils, a
hurricane simulator with 70 mile
per hour winds, a fossil touch table
and a Tsunami Tank.

Dinosaur Day performances in-
clude Bill Robinson’s Dinosaurs to
Birds and Bill Boesenberg’s Snakes-
n-Scales. The show The Dinosaur
Prophecy will take place in the

Dreyfus Planetarium. Times of these
performances will be listed on
newarkmuseum.org.

Geologists and engineers from
Rutgers University, Kean Univer-
sity, NSF, Exxon Mobile, the New
Jersey Paleontological Society and
the US Geological Survey will also
be on hand to share what modern
geologists learn about dinosaurs and
the history of the Earth.

Dinosaur Day is presented by the
Newark Museum in collaboration
with Rutgers University–Newark.
It is made possible in part through
the generosity of ExxonMobil, Na-
tional Science Foundation and
Rutgers, the State University of New
Jersey

Dinosaur Day is free with sug-
gested Museum admission; $10 for
adults, $6 for seniors, children and
students with valid ID. Admission
price for the Planetarium is $5 for
adults; and $3 for children under
12, seniors and college students with
valid ID.

For more information, visit the
Museum’s web site,
www.NewarkMuseum.org.

SoulFarm to Perform For
Contact We Care of WF

WESTFIELD — The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series contin-
ues its twelfth season by presenting
the unusual and captivating band,
SoulFarm, in concert. The concert
will take place on Saturday, April
21, at the First United Methodist
Church of Westfield, 1 East Broad
Street (corner of North Avenue) in
Westfield. Doors will open at 7:30
p.m. and the concert begins at 8
p.m. Admission is $19 on line and
$23 at the door.

The very young and talented An-
thony Da Costa will open the show
and the proceeds from this concert
will benefit Contact We Care of
Westfield. Tickets can be purchased
online in advance by going to
www.soulfarm.eventbrite.com

SoulFarm was founded in Israel
by Grammy Award winner lead gui-
tarist C. Lanzbom and guitarist and
lead singer Noah Solomon Chase.
Their sound has been dubbed as
new American music, full melodic
song writing and progressive mod-
ern arrangements. Their live shows
are full of Mediterranean flavor with

captivating guitar leads, dance
rhythms and strong percussion
breaks.

Noah Solomon and C. Lanzbom
first met in Israel in a little village
called Modii’m in the early 90s
where they both were living at the
time. After performing around Is-
rael for a few years with their own
band, they moved to New York City
where they formed the group
Inasense; later becoming SoulFarm.

The band quickly gained a strong
and loyal following due to their
exciting live shows and extensive
touring schedule. SoulFarm has a
wide range of influences from rock
and Latin, to Hebrew and Celtic
folk music. SoulFarm has recorded
with many well-known musicians
such as Perry Farrel and Dispatch;
and has opened for Bruce Hornsby,
Shawn Colvin, The Wailers, and
George Clinton, to name a few. They
regularly sell out national venues.
Through extensive tours of the
United States and Europe, the group
has gained great popularity.

For more info about this concert
and the featured artists, visit
soulfarm.eventbrite.com

The Coffee With Conscience
Concert Series is a seven-show se-
ries running from October through
May at the First United Methodist
Church of Westfield. The Series
supports the following charities:
Contact We Care (Westfield),
Homefirst (Plainfield), Habitat for
Humanity (Plainfield), the Com-
munity Food Bank of NJ (Hillside)
and the Keith Knost Special Needs
Fund (Mountainside).

Each beneficiary has at least one
concert dedicated to it during the
season. The Coffee With Conscience
Concert Series is sponsored by
Ahrre’s Coffee Roastery at 104 Elm
Street in Westfield and is further
supported by a generous grant from
the Westfield Service League, and a
few other private donations – which
are enthusiastically encouraged.

 For more information about the
Coffee With Conscience Concert
Series, the upcoming performance,
or ways in which to get involved
with the series, visit
www.coffeewithconscience.org.
You can also call the Concert
Hotline at (908) 412-9105 or send
an e-mail to ahrre@ahrre.com. Vol-
unteers are always appreciated.

Choral Art Society To
Present Spring Concert

GARWOOD — The Choral Art Soci-
ety of New Jersey, Inc. in conjunc-
tion with St. Anne’s Roman Catholic
Church will present a Celebration of
Spring on Sunday, April 22, at 4 p.m.
at St. Anne’s Church, 325 Second
Avenue, Garwood. There will be a
delightful selection of choral music
from anthems to spirituals. Tickets
are $10 and will be available at the
door.

James S. Little is the musical direc-
tor of the Choral Art Society. Mr.
Little has been the organist and choir-
master of Calvary Episcopal Church
in Summit since 1993, having previ-
ously held similar positions at
Mountainside’s Community Presby-
terian Church. At Calvary Church,
Mr. Little directs an adult choir, two
youth choirs and the Calvary Concert
Series.

For information about the Choral
Art Society, visit www.casofnj.org or
call (908) 654-5737.

Funding has been made possible in
part by the New Jersey State Council

on the Arts, Department of State, a
partner agency of the National En-
dowment for the Arts, through a grant
administered by the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs and for this 50th Anniversary
season has been made possible by a
grant provided by the Westfield Foun-
dation.

Hedgehog and Feather
Announce Auditions

WESTFIELD — Auditions for
Hedgehog and Feather Theatre
Company’s How I Became a Pirate
will be held on Sunday, April 15,
from 6 to 8 p.m. in the Guild Room of
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 414 East
Broad Street, downtown Westfield.
The entrance is in the middle of the
block on Euclid Avenue between
Broad Street and Lenox Avenue –
come to double dark red doors – and
signs will be posted to direct you to
audition.

Actors auditioning for Jeremy need
to be in fifth through eighth grade.
Hedgehog and Feather Theatre Com-
pany is auditioning boys who are
somewhat similar to the character in
the famous children’s book, “How I
Became a Pirate” by Melinda Long
and David Shannon.

Actors auditioning for pirates need
to be high school and older, but the
company is looking for fellows with

height that would tower above the
actor cast as Jeremy, so that it is also
similar to the children’s book.

All those auditioning should come
prepared to sing 16 measures of any
song of their choice. All those audi-
tioning should also be dressed to do
simple movement as all characters
dance to some degree. All those audi-
tioning should bring a complete list
of schedule conflicts. Rehearsals will
primarily be on Sunday afternoons,
Tuesday and Wednesday evenings
from 6:30 to 9 p.m.

The week of the show is Sunday,
June 3, through Thursday, June 7,
and all actors will need to be avail-
able for this tech week and all perfor-
mances as follows: Friday, June 8, –
7 p.m.; Saturday, June 9, – 11 a.m.
and 7 p.m.; Sunday, June 10 – 4 p.m.

For more information, contact Sara
Hedgepeth or Julie Fetter by email at
info@hedgehogandfeather.org.

UCPAC Announces Exclusive
Appearance of Wayne Newton

RAHWAY– No need to get on a
plane to see the most talked about
Las Vegas showman in history.
Wayne Newton, “Mr. Las Vegas,”
takes the stage at the Union County
Performing Arts Center in his only
New Jersey appearance on Saturday,
April 28, at 8 p.m. Tickets are on sale
now at $125, $85, $67.50 and $49
(prices include all fees); call the UC
PAC box office at (732) 499-8226,
or visit www.ucpac.org.

A lot has come and gone since
Wayne Newton first set the enter-
tainment world on fire as a preco-
cious, big-voiced six-year-old. When
Elvis Presley was still driving a truck,
Wayne almost ten years his junior
had already sung before a president,
toured with a Grand Ole Opry road
show and released his first record.
While the Beatles were still scram-
bling for their early Liverpool gigs,
Wayne, who was two years younger
than John Lennon, was playing Las
Vegas and appearing on the Jackie
Gleason and Lucille Ball TV shows.

In a business that is, at best, vola-
tile, and success is sometimes short-
lived, Wayne has performed live, at
last count, to more than 30 million
people, and on television and record
to many times that number. He has
epitomized the talent, gl—the enter-
tainment capital of the world—for
so long that he is called “Mr. Las

Vegas.”
And these days, having established

himself both on television and in
movies as a fine actor, he is getting
more attention than ever. He does it
with the incredible talent and show-
manship he was born with and the
approach he developed as a child
entertainer in Virginia. He simply
works harder and digs deeper than
anyone out there, sizing up audi-
ences as he goes, tailoring shows to
fit their moods, until he is given
them their money’s worth.

The  songs change and the show
gets re-worked, but Wayne’s basic
approach is the same as it has been
since the beginning, and it is some-
thing that goes to the core of who he
is.

Montclair Film Festival Announces
Inaugural Line-Up

MONTCLAIR – The Montclair
Film Festival (MFF) recently an-
nounced its inaugural line-up. The
festival takes place May 1-6, and fea-
tures over 45 films with live partici-
pation by special guests including
Kathleen Turner, Olympia Dukakis,
Michael Moore, Patrick Wilson and
Oliver Platt.

Advance tickets for all MFF films
and events are available online at

www.MontclairFilmFest.org or in-
person at the screening venue on the
date of the screening.

Founded in early 2010, MFF’s mis-
sion is to nurture and showcase the
talents of filmmakers from around the
world, while creating a cultural focal
point for the Township of Montclair
that unites, empowers, educates and
celebrates the town’s diverse heritage
and robust artistic community.

GS Troop Hosts
‘Girl Scout Get

Together’
WESTFIELD — Girl Scout

Cadette Troop 40056 of
Westfield will be hosting a craft,
music and cookie-filled event
on Tuesday, May 22, from 4-5
p.m. at the Westfield Municipal
Building Community Room
(425 East Broad Street) to pro-
mote all the wonderful aspects
and benefits of scouting for both
current scouts and non-scouts
ranging in age from pre-kinder-
garten through fifth grade and
their parents/caregivers or troop
leaders.

The Cadettes will illustrate the
most important themes of scout-
ing, which include building char-
acter, self-esteem and leadership
skills through short skits, themed
crafts and conversation. The
event is free and open to both
Westfield and non-Westfield
residents.

For more information and/or
to register, contact Charlotte Lee,
at (908) 232-8554 or by email at
cflee64@gmail.com.
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“14th and 5th Avenue” — Michael Budden, Paint the Town!

“Dryer Farm” — Ken Karlic, Paint the Town!

NJYT to Hold ‘Art Supports
Art’ Auction At Mansion

WESTFIELD — Due largely to
public demand, as well as the need
to raise funding, the New Jersey
Youth Theatre (NJYT) is again plan-
ning to host the “Art Supports Art”
auction at the James Ward Mansion
on Thursday, May 10, from 6 to 9
p.m. Attendees will have the oppor-
tunity to bid on an assortment of
paintings, artistic items and jew-
elry. Admission is $10 for adults
and $5 for students.

U.S. Treasures from East
Hanover, will again be supplying
the artwork for the auction. U.S.
Treasures, specializing in fine art,
antiques and reproductions, ac-
quires artwork from estates all over
the tri-state area.

Catering for the event will be
donated by various companies, res-
taurants and individuals in the area
including Feast Catering, Pastry
Chic, Saladworks, El Toro Asado
Restaurant and Pepsico. NJYT
alumni, who have starred in NJYT
past summer productions, will lend
their talents to provide the entertain-
ment for the evening with vocals by
Elyse Langely (Kiss Me Kate, Rag-
time), Catherine Downey (Carou-
sel, Midnight Madness), Amanda
Maxfield (Midnight Madness, South
Pacific), and James Smith (Kiss Me,
Kate, Rent) with Geoff Langely and
Gonzalo Valencia at the piano.

“All nonprofit arts organizations
are feeling the crunch of this
country’s present economy,” said
NJYT’s Artistic Director and
founder, Cynthia Meryl. “It is nec-
essary to find ways other than ticket
revenue and grants to keep our sum-
mer program free to participants and
our school tuition as low as possible.
We don’t just teach theatre. Kids
learn about teamwork and discipline,
and emerge with a lifetime appre-
ciation of the arts,” she added.

While NJYT’s summer program
has been free to participating youth
for 21 years, the nonprofit theatre
will incur expenses of more than
$115,000 this coming summer for
its professional-grade summer pro-
duction of Smokey Joe’s Café in as-
sociation with the New Jersey Per-

forming Arts Center (NJPAC) in
Newark. This joint venture produced
by NJYT and NJPAC will be pre-
sented this year for the first time at
Montclair State University’s Kasser
Theatre July 18-22,  and at the Sitnick
Theatre at the Lackland Performing
Arts Center in Hackettstown July
26-29. NJYT hopes to cover more
than half of the expenses through
contributions and special events such
as the “Art Supports Art” Auction
and NJYT’s annual car wash. Two
River Community Bank, 520 South
Avenue in Westfield, has again in-
vited NJYT to hold its 21st annual
car wash on its premises on Satur-
day, May 5, from 2– 5 p.m.

For further information about ei-
ther of the above-mentioned
fundraisers or supporting NJYT,
please call (908) 233-3200 or visit
www.njyouththeatre.org.

Cranford to Host Third
Annual ‘Paint the Town!’

CRANFORD — Jersey Central Art
Studios (JCAS) announced that it will
host its third plein air painting event in
Cranford Tuesday, June 5, through
Sunday, June 10. Plein air means “in
the open air” and refers to dynamic
outdoor landscape painting.

Twenty-eight professional plein air
artists from 10 states have been se-
lected by judge and master plein air
painter, Joseph McGurl, to compete for
$5,000 in cash prizes and merchandise
awards. This year’s event has expanded
to six days and will provide the artists
not only painting opportunities in our
local community, but also in regional
locations such as Manhattan and the
New Jersey shore.

The public will have the chance to
meet and interact with the participating
artists on the downtown streets where
they paint on location as well as at the
Event Gallery where their work will be
shown.

Over 150 paintings are expected to
be on display and on sale at the Event
Gallery at the Cranford Community
Center, 220 Walnut Avenue, Cranford.
All artwork produced during the event
will be for sale and may be seen and
purchased at the Saturday, June 9, pre-
show Gala or at the Sunday, June 10,
free public exhibit.

Painting prices typically start
affordably at several hundred dollars
but can range to over $1,000 for larger
work. “This year’s six-day event is
designed to build on past year’s suc-
cesses and provide a truly memorable
experience for artists, art lovers and the
entire community. ‘Paint the Town!’
Plein Air Event will give you and your
family a great opportunity to share in

the artistic process,” said Deborah
Leber, president of JCAS.

JCAS is a non-profit group based in
Cranford and is made up of artists and
citizens dedicated to raising awareness
of the arts and the artistic process, as
well as integrating the arts into the
community through education, events,
and economic development. JCAS runs
several community-enriching art pro-
grams including art classes, art lec-
tures, Cranford Artist Studio Tours,
and the Great Pumpkin Carve Out in
addition to Paint the Town!

To learn more about the event and
upcoming schedule, visit the Jersey
Central Art Studios web site
www.jcas.org.

The Potters’ Guild of NJ to
Host Annual Spring Festival

Artwork of W. Carl Burger
At Kean University

UNION – Created over a period of
more than five decades, a compre-
hensive exhibition of drawings by W.
Carl Burger will be featured at Kean
University’s Karl and Helen Burger
Gallery, located at 1000 Morris Av-
enue in Union.

The show entitled, “W. Carl Burger,
Drawing for Fifty Years,” runs from
April 24 through July 19. An opening
reception with the artist will be held
on Tuesday, April 24, from 4 p.m. to
6 p.m. Gallery hours are Monday
through Friday from 10:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Admission is free for all
visitors.

This exhibition examines the
artist’s prolific career; starting out
with a few early renderings of French
landscapes and European architec-
ture seen through the eyes of a young
artist-soldier in the 1940s, then ad-
vancing through each subsequent
stage of development to the present.

Neil Tetkowski, director of the
Kean University Galleries, said, “Carl
Burger moves with deliberate energy
and creativity. At 86, the artist radi-
ates with inspired affection and en-
thusiasm. He lives with a youthful
urgency to make art, and remarkably,
his next artwork always promises to
be his best.”

Three Pyramids  — W. Carl Burger

Fanwood Performance Series to
Kick Off Season April 14

WCP Announce Talent
Showcase Auditions

WESTFIELD — Westfield Com-
munity Players (WCP) has announced
auditions for its 5th Annual Talent
Showcase. This event is held each year
to spotlight local talent. The Talent
Showcase is part of WCP’s fundraising
activity.

This year, WCP has selected to
present the Showcase with a Broadway
theme. WCP is looking for actors, sing-
ers, dancers, instrumentalists, comedi-
ans, etc. who would like to perform
their talent using a Broadway show
base.

Auditions for the Talent Showcase
will be held on Tuesday, April 24, from
7-9 p.m. and Saturday, April 28, from
2-4 p.m. The Showcase will be pre-
sented on Saturday, June 9, at Westfield
Community Players Theater.

For details about auditions, please
visit WCP’s web site at
www.westfieldcommunityplayers.org/
WCPauditions.html. There is also an
audition form that may be completed.

The Talent Showcase is produced
and directed by Barbara Ruban, Jessica
Foerst, JoAnne Lemenille and Michael
Bieber.

MOUNTAINSIDE - The Potters’
Guild of New Jersey will host its
annual spring sale of functional and
sculptural ceramics at the Commu-
nity Presbyterian Church, at 1459
Deer Path in Mountainside (corner
of Deer Path and Meeting House
Lane) on Saturday, April 21, from
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday, April
22, from 12  to 5 p.m. Admission is
free and credit cards are accepted
for all sales.

This increasingly popular event
draws hundreds of customers from
throughout New Jersey and even
out of state. The show is the perfect
place to find a unique holiday gift
or a special item or present for any
occasion.

There will be several potters from
the area exhibiting their work. Judy
Musicant and Harold Sarvetnick of
Mountainside will be showing new
teapots and functional and sculp-
tural works that have gained a large
following.

Available for sale will be a fabu-
lous selection of vases, wall pieces,
pitchers, teapots, platters, casse-

roles, raku and pit-fired vessels in
varying colors and styles, and one-
of-a-kind sculptures and decorative
objects of art.

The Guild is also pleased to be
able to contribute to the community
in other important ways. Recently,
the Guild created and installed a
tile mural at the Trailside Visitors’
Center in the Watchung Reserva-
tion and has also installed a tile
mural at the Evergreen Elementary
School in Plainfield, both under the
leadership of DeBorah Goletz who
has created numerous public tile
murals and written a book about
tile.

The Potters Guild is open to pot-
ters of all skill levels living in New
Jersey. The Guild was formed to
share ideas, solve problems, spon-
sor workshops, help market our
work and educate our communities
on the value of handmade ceram-
ics.

For directions to the show or more
information about the Guild, visit
www.PottersGuildNJ.org or call
Judy Musicant at (908) 233-1633.

Plainfield Musical Club
To Present Concert

PLAINFIELD — The Plainfield
Musical Club will present a program
in celebration of spring Sunday, April
15, at 3 p.m. at The Crescent Avenue
Presbyterian Church in Plainfield.
The program is entitled “Primavera
’12” and will feature members of the
Musical Club, along with guest mu-
sicians.

Selections will include “To Spring,”
by Edvard Grieg, “On Hearing the
First Cuckoo in Spring,” by Frederick
Delius, “Rustle of Spring,” by Chris-
tian Sinding, and “Pastorale,” by
Henry Carey. Other works reflecting
the spirit of spring will include music
by Bellini, Debussy, Ravel, Ned
Rorem, Samuel Barber, Franz Lehar,
and Sigmund Romberg.

The concert is free to the public,
though donations to the Club’s schol-
arship fund will be accepted. Handi-
cap access and bathrooms are avail-
able. For enquiries, contact Robert
Paoli at (908) 757-8905 or
robertpaoli@comcast.net.

FANWOOD - The Fanwood Arts
Council and Mayor Colleen Mahr are
pleased to announce the second sea-
son of the Fanwood Performing Arts
Series.

The new season will begin on Sat-
urday, April 14, at 7 p.m. at the Patricia
M. Kuran Cultural Center (the his-
toric carriage house).

The spring series will also include
performances on Saturdays, May 12,
and June 9.

The opening performance of the
2012 season features CCG, which
has been performing for over 14 years
playing jazz standards, Latin jazz,
and contemporary. Audiences enjoy
arrangements, which feature the vi-
braphone, and a variety of drums.
The Alec Goldfarb Trio will be open-
ing the evening playing a current mix
of jazz infused with R&B, Motown
and rock. Trained in the classics and
experienced in a variety of styles, this
young group of players puts a new
spin on a great tradition.

Last season, six concerts were pre-
sented between April and November.
These concerts ranged in style from
classical, baroque, and jazz, to blue-
grass and folk. The concerts featured
both local musicians, as well as
performers from outside the tri-state
area. All of the performers were
very high in quality, always with a
very enthusiastic audience in atten-
dance.

The average cost of a concert in
New York City is at least $20, not
including the cost of transportation
and parking. The suggested dona-
tions for the Fanwood Performing
Arts Series is $7, ($5 for seniors
and students), parking is free, and
the refreshments are delicious and
inexpensive. Save money and sup-
port Fanwood at the same time.

Come experience great perfor-
mances, in a historic setting, right
in our own backyard. For more in-
formation, visit
www.fanwoodperformanceseries.org.

With an artistic career spanning
more than five decades, the esteemed
W. Carl Burger has received much
well deserved recognition. His work
has been shown at prestigious institu-
tions such as the Philadelphia Mu-
seum of Art, the Smithsonian Insti-
tute in Washington, D.C., the New
Jersey State Museum in Trenton, the
National Academy of Design and
Lincoln Center in New York City.Mount Saint Mary

Academy Presents
Spring Musical,

The Wizard Of Oz
WATCHUNG – Mount Saint Mary

Academy in Watchung is proud to
present The Wizard of Oz. Perfor-
mances will take place on Friday,
April 20, at 7:30 p.m., Saturday, April
21, at 7:30 p.m., and Sunday, April
22, at 3 p.m.

The classic musical chronicles the
journey of Dorothy, a Kansas farm
girl, and her three unlikely friends to
Oz where they hope to receive in-
valuable gifts from the city’s wizard.
Their story is one of friendship, hope,
and self-discovery.

The Mount’s production includes
an impressive set and exuberant cast.
Tickets for The Wizard of Oz go on
sale to the general public on Monday,
April 16. The cost is $15 for adults
and $12 for students and senior citi-
zens. They may be reserved in ad-
vance or purchased at the door prior
to each show time.

For advance ticket sales, call (908)
757-0108 ext. 4504.
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Advance warning was given to
the visiting Cranford High School
boys lacrosse team when Scotch
Plains-Fanwood got an early jump
in the first quarter, but a furious
fourth-quarter assault catapulted
the Raiders to a 12-6 victory on
April 7.

The Raiders had a 4-1 lead at
the half but slipped somewhat in
the third quarter to carry a 5-3
lead into the fourth quarter then
Cougar Dan Murphy notched his
second goal within the first three
minutes to tighten the score, 5-
4. But the wrath of the Raiders
opened the floodgates with a
deluge of four unanswered goals
within a two-minute span to sink
the Cougars. The Raiders won
the quarter, 7-3, and senior co-
captain Dan Nizolak, who could
not find the net in the first three
quarters, netted all three of his
goals in the fourth.

“I had nothing those first three
quarters, so the fourth was big.
They were getting close. We
didn’t do much in the third quar-
ter, so we stepped it up in the
fourth. We started taking the ball
to the goal. We had one almost
garbage goal on the crease. We
picked it up,” Nizolak said.

“We told Danny that he had to
play a breakout game. He’s a
special player. He had a huge
fourth quarter. That pretty much
ended the game,” Raider Head
Coach Nick Miceli said.

RUBIN SCORES TWO GOALS, GETS ASSIST; MURPHY TWO GOALS; DELUCA GOAL, ASSIST

Raider Boys Shock Cougars in Lacrosse Showdown, 12-6
The Raiders were hungry from

the start and quickly seized a 2-
0 lead midway through the first
quarter with respective goals
from Nate Woerner and Jack
Cunningham, who finished the
game with three goals and an

assist. Murphy, on an assist from
Stefan Fedorchak, scored to
make the score, 2-1, at the end
of the quarter.

“That was the big thing the
coaches wanted us to do. They
wanted us to come out strong

and really take it to them. We
were physical. We were kind of
knocking them back on their

feet,” Nizolak said.
“We had a big practice yester-

day. We told them that we had to
come out and punch them in the
face, and that’s what we did. We
wanted to get a lot of shots and
push out on their offense in the

first quarter,” Coach Miceli said.
The Raiders continued to con-

trol the tempo and won the sec-
ond quarter, 2-0, with respec-
tive goals from Matt Greenberg,

who finished with three goals
and an assist, and Christian Gor-
don, who finished with two goals.
In the meantime, the Raiders’
defense refused to give an inch.

“Our goalies and our poles,
that’s what keeps our team to-
gether. They give us a great
look in practice going against a
power offense. It definitely
helped us out today,” Coach
Miceli said.

“Our senior goaltender, Rich
Polhamus, really stepped it up,”
Nizolak said.

Polhamus finished with five
saves, while Cougar goalie Wills
Roman had seven. The Raiders
had a slight, 22-21, advantage
on shots on goal but won the
face-offs, 13-8. Cougar Tom
Fitzgerald finished with two
goals, and Jonathan Rubin fin-
ished with two goals and an
assist.

“It was probably our biggest
win besides beating Johnson last
year. It means a lot for the county
tournament,” Nizolak said.

“This was a huge statement
game for our team. Cranford
was a team that beat us by more
than 10 goals last year, and they
were also in the county champi-
onship game. For us to come
down and beat them by six is
huge. We beat Newark Acad-
emy, which is another team that
beat us by more than 10 last
year, so those are two teams
that beat us by a combined score
of over 20 goals. We are going to
look at the season one game at
a time as payback games. We
have a lot of teams to pay back,”
Coach Miceli said.
Cranford 1 0 2 3 6
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 2 2 1 7 12

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ON THE ATTACK…Cougar Andrew DeLuca, No. 1, tries to maneuver around Raider defender Joe Kostecki, No. 12.
DeLuca had a goal and two assists. The Raiders defeated the Cougars, 12-6, in Scotch Plains on April 7.

See story and photos on page 11

In The Westfield Leader newspaper

More photos on “Photo Library”

12apr07-spf-cr-blax
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Starting pitcher Christine
LaRochelle tossed five shutout
innings before running into a jam
in the sixth, but Megan Ryan
relieved and closed the door to
give the Bishop Ahr Lady Trojans
softball team a 5-3 victory over
Cranford in the second game of
the Cougar Classic at Adams Field
in Cranford on April 7.

In the opening game of the
Classic, Bishop Ahr defeated
Sparta, 3-2, and the Cougars
defeated Carteret, 1-0, in a pitch-
ers’ duel where Julie Siragusa
picked up her third win of the
season. Siragusa scored the only
run with the help of an RBI from
Melissa Moreno.

“Julie pitched an outstanding
game. I think she gave up only
three hits. Defensively, we played
extremely well against a very
good Carteret team. Julie got a
double and Melissa got a base hit
to drive her in, and that was it,”
Cougar Head Coach Bob Bruno
said.

In addition to the fine pitching,
the Lady Trojans did get a few
breaks with some difficult infield
grounders in the first and fourth
innings before Gaby Elvina un-
loaded a three-run home run in
the sixth to give Bishop Ahr the
edge it needed.

“You are looking at a state
champ. They are a very competi-
tive team. We knew we had to
play a little bit better than we’ve
been playing. We didn’t make a
few plays that we should have
made, and then the kid hit that
home run. We make the plays
right before that and that kid
doesn’t get up. Then it’s a differ-
ent story. The pitchers did a great
job, and when they needed to get

a hit, they got a hit,” Coach Bruno
said.

Trojan leadoff batter Andrea
Muglia hit a dinker to shortstop
but managed to beat out the
throw to start the bottom of the
first inning. The next batter,
Kelsey Mieczkowski laid a bunt
down the third baseline, which

caused the charging Cougar third
baseman, Maggie McKay, to slip
while fielding the ball and tossing
to first, resulting in an error.
Muglia scored on Elvina’s single

to right.
“In my mind, if my third

baseman doesn’t lose her feet,
she throws the kid out. The ball
in the 5-6 hole at shortstop, she
makes a nice play, but that kid
beat that ball out. They scored
one unearned run in that inning,”
Coach Bruno said.

The Cougars, however, did
make three outstanding plays to
prevent further damage in that
inning. First, Mieczkowski also
tried to score on Elvina’s single,

COUGAR REDIGER WHACKS 3-RUN HOME RUN, SINGLES; SIRAGUSA SMACKS TWO SINGLES

Bishop Ahr Trojans Reject Lady Softball Cougars, 5-3
but Siragusa got the relay and
fired to Moreno to nail her at the
plate. Next, Moreno gunned down
Elvina’s pinch runner attempting
to steal second. Then Jess Casale
made an outstanding catch in
center to end the inning.

The Cougars, as the visiting
team, threatened in the fourth

with a two-out single from Jess
Rediger and a double to right-
center from Stephanie
Bagniewski, but an infield popup
quelled the threat. The Trojans

put together three singles to take
a 2-0 lead in the bottom of the
inning then extended their lead
to 5-0 with Elvina’s three-run
homer.

Siragusa (2-for-4) and Moreno
hit back-to-back singles to lead
off the sixth then Rediger belted
a three-run homer over the
leftfield fence. Ryan came in to
relieve and got three of the next
four Cougars out. Siragusa ripped
a two-out single in the seventh,
but Ryan got Moreno to pop out
to short for the final out.

Siragusa pitched four-and-two-
thirds innings, yielding five runs
on nine hits, while walking none
and striking out five. Christine
Roberts relieved and allowed two
hits, while striking out one and
hitting a batter. The Cougars fin-
ished with eight hits. Allison
Verrelli and Izzy Acton each
added a single.

“Our kids are still learning what
each other’s abilities are. As the
season progresses, I strongly
believe we are going to get bet-
ter as they become more confi-
dent. We only have two players
playing the same positions that
they did last year. It’s the fourth
game of the season. So now,
maybe they can figure it out as a
whole team,” Coach Bruno said.
Cranford 000 003 0 3
Bishop Ahr 100 130 x 5

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE FORCEOUT…Cougar shortstop Allison Verrelli, No. 16, makes the force out at third base on Trojan
Alexis Herrmann in the fourth inning at Adams Field in Cranford on April 7.

Cranford High School
Sports Programs

Go
Cougars!

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

See story and photos on page 16

In The Westfield Leader newspaper

More photos on “Photo Library”

12apr07-cr-b-ahr-soft
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Junior lefthander Ryan
Williamson tossed three perfect
innings, while the offense packed
on eight unanswered runs en
route to an 8-3 Cranford Cougar
victory over the hosting Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
baseball team on April 5.

Williamson struck out six of
the nine batters he faced before
Alex Plick took to the mound in
the fourth inning. In his three
innings, Plick yielded one hit, a
two-run home run to Raider
James D’Angelo in the fifth in-
ning, and walked two, while fan-
ning one. Chris Folinusz tossed
the seventh inning and allowed
one run on two hits and hit a
batter, while striking out one.

The Raiders, who started only
two seniors in the field, put fresh-
man Kevin Maxwell on the
mound. Maxwell allowed seven
runs and eight hits, while walk-
ing one, hitting a batter and
fanning three, before being re-
lieved with one out in the fourth
by senior Anthony Krajscik, who
gave up a run on four hits, while
striking out one, walking one
and hitting one batter.

“Maxwell competed up there.
He is going to get better as the
season goes on. There were only
a couple of balls hit hard and a
lot of little dinks that made it
through. That’s what good teams
do. They find ways to score runs,”
Raider Head Coach Tom Baylock
said.

Sean Feeney (2 runs scored)
held the hottest metal stick for
the Cougars with an RBI triple,
an RBI double and a single in
four at-bats.

“Sean had a nice day. You know
what you are getting with Sean.

He comes to play every day,”
Cougar Head Coach Dennis
McCaffrey said.

Folinusz (RBI, run scored)
whacked a pair of doubles.
Will iamson (RBI) had two
singles, and John Armstrong (run
scored) doubled and singled in

his two at-bats. Eric Garguilo (2
runs scored) yanked a two-run
double, Andrew DiFranco (RBI,
run scored) doubled and Plick
singled.

The Cougars scored twice in
the first inning on Feeney’s RBI
triple and DiFranco’s sacrifice fly
to left. They added two more in
the third inning on Folinusz’s
RBI double and Williamson’s RBI
single. Four more Cougars
crossed the plate in the top of

the fourth, so it opened the door
for Coach McCaffrey to bring in
his relief pitcher.

“We went as the game went,
so we were able to get other

people some work. It worked
out well. Ryan threw the ball
well today, and that’s what we’ve
seen in pre-season, so we are
excited about what he is going
to be able to do this year,” Coach
McCaffrey said.

“I felt great. My arm felt really

good. We have been running a
lot. [Assistant] Coach Naverette
said that breaks up the soreness
in your arm. Coach told me to
shut it down, because I guess

we were winning by a lot. We
wanted to give other guys a look
and have other guys pitch to-
day,” Williamson said.

Plick shut down the Raiders in
the fourth then walked desig-
nated hitter Ryan Henkels in the
fifth. D’Angelo followed with his
two-run shot over the leftfield
fence.

“Plick has always been able to
come in and do a nice job, so we
are excited about having him on
the mound and get his opportu-
nity. One pitch got away.
D’Angelo is a good hitter. He
took a good swing on it, and he
was able to hit it out,” Coach
McCaffrey said.

Krajscik kept the Cougars off
the scoreboard the rest of the
way. In the meantime, D’Angelo
took a pitch on the shoulder in
the bottom of the seventh. Max-
well slapped a single to right and
Kevin Raszka lined an RBI single
to center.

“It is a different level of game
between freshmen, middle
school or JV. We are playing a lot
of good teams. As a young team,
it’s good to hang around, but we
don’t want them to get complai-
sant and just being satisfied. If
we play our best game, I think
we can play with anyone no mat-
ter how young our team is. We
must make sure we have that
intensity from first pitch to last
pitch every game,” said Coach
Baylock, who added, “We got a
bunch of guys, who can throw
strikes. We have guys, who are
going to battle and give us a
shot. That is all we can ask our
pitchers to do.”
Cranford 202 400 0 8
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 000 020 1 3

RAIDER D’ANGELO SLAMS 2-RUN HR; COUGAR WILLIAMSON TOSSES 3 PERFECT INNINGS

Baseball Cougars Get Jump on Raiders, Snatch 8-3 Win

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WILD PLAY AT THE PLATE…Cougar Sean Feeney, center, scores on a sacrifice fly as Raider catcher Matt Ridge, No.
44, turns to get the bad throw in the first inning. See story on page 11 of The Westfield Leader.

Probitas Verus Honos

More photos on “Photo Library”

12apr05-spf-cr-base
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By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Township residents
will have another opportunity to
provide input on the proposed 2012
municipal budget next week as the
township committee continues to
seek ways to cut expenditures and
lower what is now a proposed 4-
percent increase in the municipal
portion of local property-tax bills.
The $33.7-million spending plan
was introduced two weeks ago, but
a formal public hearing and vote
will not occur until June to allow the
governing body time to make
changes and to await final state aid
figures.

At the township committee’s regu-
lar meeting on Tuesday, Deputy
Mayor Andis Kalnins said the fi-
nance subcommittee, which he
heads, was inviting residents to
speak with him at a public hearing
to be held on Tuesday, April 17,
from 7 to 9 p.m. in Room 108 at the
municipal building. A similar ses-
sion was held last week.

In other business at Tuesday’s
meeting, the committee approved
an amendment to a proposed ordi-
nance regulating the feeding of
wildlife on public and private prop-
erty. Two weeks ago, the commit-
tee put off final action on the ordi-
nance after concerns were raised
about the scope of the proposed
restrictions, with some residents
worrying that even the feeding of
birds would result in penalties. On
Tuesday, the committee, by a 4-to-
1 vote, approved the amendment
that Commissioner Lisa Adubato
Nesi said would provide more clari-
fication on what is and is not per-
mitted.

“You can feed the birds,” she
said, “as long as it doesn’t create an
unreasonable disturbance,” such
as causing excessive droppings in
an area or attracting rodents. She
said bird feeders, if they are used,
must be at least four feet above the

ground. The penalties for violating
the ordinance also will be lessened,
with a first offense resulting in a
written warning instead of a fine.
Commissioner Edward O’Malley
voted against the amendment,
maintaining that its language was
still vague regarding the feeding of
birds. The final vote on the ordi-
nance will be held on Tuesday, May
8.

The budget for the Downtown
Management Corp. was introduced
on Tuesday. The $150,909 spend-
ing plan will be financed by an
assessment of 20 cents per $100 of
assessed value, an increase of one-
half cent from last year. The pro-
posed budget is $7,309 higher than
last year’s, according to Deputy
Mayor Kalnins, who said the in-
crease was due to higher expendi-
tures for maintenance and improve-
ment purposes. The public hearing
will be held on Tuesday, May 8.

Commissioner O’Malley an-
nounced that the annual river
cleanup would take place on Satur-
day, April 21. With a good deal of
debris from Hurricane Irene still
present in the river, he urged resi-
dents to take part because “we’ll
need a lot of hands for this.” Com-
missioner Kevin Campbell also put
in a word for the event, saying that
last August’s storm “probably
washed half of Essex County into
our town.”

At the start of the meeting, Girl
Scout Troop No. 40951 led the flag
salute. Mayor David Robinson pre-
sented resolutions of congratula-
tions to four newly minted Eagle
Scouts, including Kieran Grant,
Kevin Strotz, Matthew Van Pelt and
Edward Guillen. He also issued a
proclamation declaring April as
Alcohol Awareness Month. And
he announced that Governor
Chris Christie had presented the
municipality with an American
flag that had flown over the new
World Trade Center tower on
September 11, 2011.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil adopted a $7,160,257 munici-
pal budget with $5,415,039 to be
raised in taxes in a 5-1 vote Tues-
day night. Councilman Jim Mathieu
was the sole dissenter. The tax
levy is almost $200,000 over last
year’s tax levy, which was
$5,217,055. The levy is $46,368
under the 2 percent mandated tax
levy cap. Homeowners will see a
municipal tax hike of $105 per
$100,000 of assessed value. The
average assessed home in
Garwood is $103,000.

Tom Pedas, a resident and condo
owner at the newly built The Pointe
condominium complex on North
Avenue, said residents at The
Pointe pay double the average
taxes in the borough, which he
said equated to about $6,000 to
$7,000.

“I feel I have been taken advan-
tage of by the builder and the
Garwood Council,” he said. The
borough is fighting a lawsuit by
The Pointe about paying for snow
removal and other related fees
incurred at the property. “Lower
our taxes and let us pay our own
fees,” Mr. Pedas said.

Resident Bruce Paterson once
again brought up Councilman Lou
Petruzzelli’s health benefits of
$24,266 this year. Mr. Petruzzelli
pays approximately $250 toward
his family health plan and $600
for dental insurance annually.

“I think that’s obscene,” Mr.
Paterson said of how much the
taxpayer fronts for Mr. Petruzzelli’s
benefits. Mr. Petruzzelli is the only
person on council to receive ben-
efits and has been grandfathered
under state law to receive medical
benefits from the borough.

Mr. Petruzzelli told The Westfield
Leader Mr. Paterson has called
him “numerous times” threaten-
ing of recalling his position.

“The Garwood Police Department
listened to the voice mails and
deemed them as threatening and

harassment,” Mr. Petruzzelli said.
When asked if he would con-

sider contributing more toward
his health benefits, Mr. Petruzzelli
replied, “I am not doing anything
illegal that would make me pay
anything more than what the law
says, which is 1.5 percent of the
$1,500 because that is the salary,
or the stipend of a councilperson
here in Garwood.”

“The mayor has not sat down
with me at all to go through it,” he
said. Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi
told The Leader, “He should step
up to the plate. He should volun-
tarily do it.”

The budget includes a 2 percent
raise for the Recreation Director
Kathleen Pender, who receives a
salary of about $7,000 per year.
The council’s Finance Committee
Chairwoman, Sara Todisco, said
the Recreation Commission asked
for a 3 percent raise. She also said
the Recreation Commission asked
for a $4,000 increase in its bud-
get, but the budget Councilwoman
Todisco and the finance commit-
tee presented shows a $2,000
increase.

Ms. Todisco said the commis-
sion has indicated they need more
counselors for summer recreation
due to increased participation and
because the commission is run-
ning more events. In addition, the
recreation director has a cell
phone, which is used as a hotline
and is a budget item.

“We met them halfway on this,”
Ms. Todisco said.

“In this climate…you gave a 2
percent raise?” asked Mr. Pater-
son.

Borough Auditor Bill Switzer and
the borough’s Chief Financial Of-
ficer Sandy Bruns attended
Tuesday’s meeting.

Mayor Quattrocchi also an-
nounced that effective immedi-
ately, she has relieved Mr. Mathieu
of his duties as liaison to the
Recreation Commission.

During the previous council
meeting, Mr. Mathieu said during

Gwd Approves $7.2 Mil. Budget; Taxes Up $200,000
his committee report that people
companied they had not heard an
update on the athletic field com-
plex. The mayor said at the time
there were no updates.

After hearing about what was
said by Mr. Mathieu at the meet-
ing, Recreation Commission Chair-
woman Richard Bree e-mailed the
mayor saying, “…There may have
been some comments that may
not have been our opinion.” As a
result the mayor said she decided
to relieve Mr. Mathieu as liaison
and Mr. Petruzzelli had offered to
replace him in his duties.

Later, Mr. Mathieu said Mr. Bree
had not attended the commission
meeting in question. “The Athletic
Field Complex to me is taboo. I
was told by my party that we are
going to kill it because of the
maintenance costs,” Mr. Mathieu
said. He said neither mayor, nor
anyone on the commission, had
called him to discuss his commit-
tee report.

During new business portion of
the meeting, Councilman Victor
De Filippo said he agreed with Mr.
Paterson’s calling for Mr.
Mathieu’s resignation as a coun-
cilman.

“I have to agree, I think he
should resign. I think because of
misconduct he has managed to
alienate almost every department
in the borough,” Mr. De Filippo
said.

In response, Mr. Mathieu said,
“This is the place to do that. Don’t
call me at midnight when you’re
half in the bag and don’t call me
on Good Friday in the evening,
don’t call me repeatedly - you
have upset me and my wife with
your phone calls.”

Mr. Mathieu also accused Mr.
De Filippo of not showing up to
council, committee and planning
board meetings.

A resolution to revise the rate
schedule for 2012 industrial user
charge for waste to $2,683 per
million gallons was approved, 5-
1, with Mr. Mathieu voting no.

Cranford Committee Plans
Further Budget Meetings


