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Temple Sholom to Observe
Holocaust Remembrance

FANWOOD – Temple Sholom of
Fanwood/Scotch Plains will com-
memorate Yom HaShoah (Holocaust
Remembrance Day) on Friday, April
20, and Sunday, April 22, with a free,
two-part program. Open
to the public, it will be
funded by the
congregation’s Nathanson
Adult Education Fund.

Both events will feature
a presentation from
people who, as teenagers,
experienced Nazi
oppression firsthand; one
escaped with her family
from Germany, the other
survived the horrors of
Auschwitz.

On April 20, at 7 p.m.,
in the Fanwood Presbyterian Church’s
Westminster Hall, Holocaust survivor
Hedy Brasch will tell her story. Born
in Miskolc, Hungary, she was 14 years
old when she, her sister and mother
were deported to Auschwitz.
Subsequently sent to a work camp in
Bremen, Germany, Ms. Brasch and
her sister were eventually liberated
from Bergen-Belsen concentration
camp and sent by the International
Red Cross to Sweden for recovery.

Ms. Brasch will augment her story
with photographs of herself as a child
model, along with excerpts from the
Oprah Winfrey show she appeared on
in May 2006, which focused on Elie
Wiesel’s book “Night.” Her

presentation will be followed by Temple
Sholom’s evening Shabbat service at 8
p.m. in the chapel.

On April 22, at 7 p.m., Temple
Sholom member Marianne Kriman will

serve as witness to the
terror of National
Socialism. At age 13, she
and her family
experienced a desperate
struggle to escape Nazi
Germany and occupied
Europe before the full fury
of the Shoah was released.

Following Ms.
Kriman’s talk, Student
Cantor Vicky Glikin will
perform a special liturgy
she has compiled, accom-
panied by a quartet of

cantorial students and various instru-
mentalists. Included will be a candle-
lighting ceremony in memory of those
who perished during the Shoah, those
who survived against all odds and
those who risked their lives for the
sake of others.

Temple Sholom is located in the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church at the
corner of Martine and LaGrande Av-
enues. The congregation’s chapel is
around the corner off Marian Av-
enue. Attendees are asked to enter
through the door on Marian marked
“Temple Sholom.” For more infor-
mation, call (908) 889-4900, e-mail
sholom@sholomnj.org or visit
sholomnj.org.

Clean Communities Day
Set April 21 in Fanwood

FANWOOD – The Borough of
Fanwood will hold its 23rd Annual
Clean Communities Day on Saturday,
April 21, as part of the community’s
observance of Earth Day.

Grant money was made available
for the event through the New Jer-
sey Department of Environmental
Protection. Individual volunteers of
all ages, Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts,
interested organizations and family
groups, are invited to assemble at
8:30 a.m. by the Millennium Clock
at the south-side parking lot of the
railroad station.

Participants will be able to enjoy
bagels (donated by Fanwood Ba-
gels and Deli), doughnuts and cof-
fee. Each participant additionally
will receive a coupon for a slice of
pizza from the South Martine Av-
enue Deli. Earth Day T-shirts, work
gloves, pick-up devices and plastic
bags will be distributed. Joanne
Gemenden, Union County recycling
coordinator, will provide partici-

pating children with some “good-
ies.” This year’s special giveaway
will be a “thermo tote.”

The 100 or so expected volunteers
will be organized into teams with a
leader and then transported by
Fanwood Department of Public
Works employees to one of 13 loca-
tions designated for cleanup. These
include Forest Road Park, LaGrande
Park, Carriage House Park, the Bor-
ough Hall, Fanwood Memorial Li-
brary and municipal parking areas,
as well as the area around the rail-
road tracks. At no cost to the Bor-
ough of Fanwood, NJ Transit will
provide two flagmen to provide se-
curity for those assigned to this area.

In addition, members of the
Fanwood Lions Club will pick up
litter along Fanwood’s stretch of
South Avenue.

For more information concern-
ing this event, call the Fanwood
Department of Public Works at
(908) 322-7404.

Country Western Festivities
To Mark Coalition’s 30th

WESTFIELD – The Elizabeth
Coalition to House the Homeless will
celebrate its 30th anniversary with a
Country Western Fling and Dance on
Sunday, April 22, from 2 to 5 p.m. in
the St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church Auditorium, located at 1600
Rahway Avenue in Westfield.

Participants will have an opportu-
nity to enjoy an afternoon of country
western line dancing, dance lessons
and music. This family-fun event also
will feature country western food,
50/50 drawings and door prizes. In-

dividuals additionally are invited to
sign up for a chili cook-off.

Admission will be $10 per person;
$5 for children under 12 and free for
those age 2 and under.

For ticket information, call Sister
Maryanne Tracey at (908) 355-2060,
extension no. 202, or Sarah Johnson at
(908) 355-2060, extension no. 203, or
e-mail Mary Rita Williams at m-r-
williams@hotmail.com. Those inter-
ested in the chili cook-off are asked to
e-mail Sarah Johnson at
coalitionbp@optonline.net for details.

Library to Offer Workshops
On LinkedIn and Facebook
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Public Library invites mem-
bers of the public to attend two free
workshops about getting started
with LinkedIn and Facebook and
maximizing the effectiveness of
these social media platforms.

Led by Leora Wenger, both pro-
grams will include a formal presen-
tation followed by an informal dis-
cussion period. Ms. Wenger has
given talks at New Jersey libraries
about social media, including Twit-
ter and Facebook.

Ms. Wenger will speak about
LinkedIn on Thursday, April 19, at
7 p.m. LinkedIn is a popular social
media platform for establishing
business connections. In this work-
shop, she will discuss how to set up
a LinkedIn profile, how to connect
with others, ways to meet others in
one’s professional field or geo-
graphical area by using groups, and
how employers go about using
LinkedIn to find potential employ-
ees. Newcomers to LinkedIn and
those who have been on the plat-
form for years are welcome to at-
tend and to share their questions
and experiences.

Ms. Wenger will lead a workshop
on Facebook on Monday, May 7, at
7 p.m. Facebook is the most popu-
lar social media platform. A free-
access social networking site, it en-
ables users to share with friends,
connect with business associates,
join groups, learn about products
and services, store and share photo-
graphs, play games and use a vari-
ety of applications.

In this workshop, Ms. Wenger
will cover how to set up a Facebook
profile and discuss privacy issues
and the basics of sharing. Partici-
pants will compare personal pro-
files, business pages and groups
and learn when to use each one.
Newcomers and those experienced
with Facebook alike are welcome.

Registration is required. To re-
serve a place, call (908) 868-1548,
extension no. 204, e-mail
library@scotlib.org or respond via
the library’s website, scotlib.org.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in the
center of the township. Driving di-
rections and more information can
be found at scotlib.org.

Ladies Auxiliary Sets
Clothing Drive Date

WESTFIELD – The Ladies
Auxiliary’s Annual Clothing Drive
will take place on Saturday, April 21,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at American
Legion Martin Wallberg Post No. 3,
located at 1003 North Avenue, West,
in Westfield. Donations can be
dropped off up to and including that
day. Needed items include clean,
“wearable” clothing, along with blan-
kets, sheets, towels, shoes and belts.

Library Friends Request
Donations For Book Sale

WESTFIELD – The Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library has an-
nounced that plans are underway for
the organization’s 39th Annual Book
Sale.

The Friends will accept book do-
nations beginning Thursday and Fri-
day, April 19 and 20, from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m., and on Saturday, April 21,
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the library,
located at 550 East Broad Street.

The Friends will accept adult and
children’s hardcover and paperback
books, CDs, DVDs, videos and re-
corded books. Donations need to be
in resalable condition. Records, en-
cyclopedias, textbooks, condensed
books, out-of-date or damaged,
stained or mildewed books will not
be accepted. Donations of books are

tax-deductible.
The book sale is a significant

fundraiser for the Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library. The
Friends group, which is celebrating
its 40th anniversary this year, do-
nates funds to the library and pre-
sents multiple services and programs
to the library’s patrons.

The sale will begin on Wednesday,
April 25, with a members-only sale
from 9 a.m. to noon. Memberships
will be available at the door. The sale
will continue on Wednesday from 2
to 8 p.m., and on Thursday, April 26,
and Friday, April 27, from 10 a.m. to
8 p.m. A half-price sale will take
place on April 27 and Bag Day will
be Saturday, April 28, from 9:30 a.m.
to 1 p.m.

GOOD NEIGHBORS…The 2012 Fund Distribution Committee of the Westfield
United Fund, pictured left to right, include: Front row, John Toriello, Elizabeth
Mitchell Ryan, Karin Heffron, Colleen Echausse, Susan Taylor and Rick Malacrea,
and back row, Colleen McDonald Maz, Marcee Rogers, Gwyneth Cote, Kate
Fleschler, George Kunath and Jon Walker. Not pictured is Jeff Pinkin.

Westfield United Fund
Reviews 2013 Requests

WESTFIELD – Each March, the
Westfield United Fund (WUF) con-
venes a committee of Westfield resi-
dents to review funding requests
from the WUF’s 20 member social-
service agencies for the following
year. After reviewing and evaluat-
ing the agencies’ requests, the com-
mittee debates and deliberates the
needs of both the community and
each agency to determine how the
funds are to be allocated.

Colleen Echausse, chairwoman
of the Fund Distribution Commit-
tee, challenges her group to dis-
tribute over half a million dollars
among agencies that provide vital
services to area residents. These
agencies care for the disabled, de-
liver meals to homebound citizens,
provide shelter and counseling to
domestic-abuse victims, promote
healthy lifestyles for all ages and
counsel the depressed, among
many other services.

For Ms. Echausse and her com-
mittee, the task has been more chal-
lenging in recent years, due to the
depressed economic climate. “With
government funding cuts, many of
these non-profits are experiencing
wait lists for services,” she said.
“And in an economy like this, the
non-profits are finding that their
client base is increasing. People
are hurting.”

The residents who serve on the
Fund Distribution Committee
spend hundreds of hours over a
three-month period, interviewing
agency directors, reviewing finan-
cial information and evaluating the
effectiveness of programs and ser-
vices. Each agency is responsible
for answering questions on the
achievements of its programs, how

many people it serves, what alter-
native sources of income are avail-
able and what problems could be
encountered in the next year. Once
the WUF Board of Trustees ap-
proves the final recommendations
from the committee, the 2012 cam-
paign goal will be established and
the money raised will be distrib-
uted in 2013.

Throughout the entire process,
Ms. Echausse said, the Fund Dis-
tribution Committee never loses
sight of the residents who donate
to the WUF. “The caring and fi-
nancial support of our residents
truly reflects the Westfield spirit
of outreach and giving to others,”
she said. “They can be comforted
by the knowledge that their gift
will go far – but not far away.”

The WUF programs and member
agencies include: After School Tu-
toring, the American Red Cross,
The Arc of Union County, the Boy
Scouts, Court Appointed Special
Advocates of Union County
(CASA), Central Jersey Legal Ser-
vices, the Cerebral Palsy League,
Community Access Unlimited,
CONTACT We Care, the Girl
Scouts, the Jewish Community Cen-
ter, Jewish Family Services, Mo-
bile Meals of Westfield, Prevention
Links, UCPC Behavioral
Healthcare, the Westfield Day Care
Center, the Westfield Area “Y,”
YWCA Eastern Union County and
Youth and Family Counseling Ser-
vice.

BITTERSWEET DESIGNS
GIRLS NIGHT OUT

FLIP FLOP-A-PALOOZA 
THURSDAY *  APRIL 19TH  *  5 PM – 9 PM 

FROM 5 TO 9 PM ONLY…BUY 1 PAIR OF ELZIA B FLIP FLOPS & 

GET A SECOND PAIR OF EQUAL OR LESS VALUE AT HALF PRICE. 

212 LENOX AVENUE…ACROSS FROM THE WESTFIELD POST OFFICE 

908-398-0330

Like Us On Facebook For Special Online Promotions!

Francis M. Smith, esq.
I’m the only attorney involved in your case.

Your personal injury gets my personal attention.

Friendly, honest representation

No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

www.franksmithlaw.com

908-233-5800

The Law Offices of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ

Over 30 Years of
Experience Resolving Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries
Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death
Job Related Injuries

Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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Marianne Kriman


