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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
OPENING CEREMONY...Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool, center, and
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr participate in the Pledge of Allegiance at the
opening ceremonies of the St. Bart’s Pot of Gold 5K race held April 7. Mayor
Malool is up for reelection in the fall.

1999. Mr. and Mrs. Garrigan have
since moved out of Westfield, but
their 40th Wedding anniversary was
announced in the October 31, 1993
edition of The Leader.

As Friday, April 6, Franklin had an
active Facebook page, which con-
tained a cell phone number for him.
When called, a woman who answered
hung up on the newspaper. As of
Monday the page had been removed.

Franklin was also highlighted in
the Mitchell Supreme Fuel Co.
Spring/Summer 2008 newsletter. The
newsletter says that when not work-
ing Franklin, spends time with his
fiancé and his three children. Ac-
cording to the newsletter, “Over the
years, he has developed a solid repu-
tation among Mitchell Supreme cus-
tomers.”

The Triano murder occurred on
March 14, 1976 at her home on Ripley
Place. On June 30, Josephine
Plasecka, of Cacciola Place was
knifed repeatedly on June 30 of that
year when she apparently was sur-
prised by an intruder when she re-
turned home from grocery shopping.
Neither the prosecutor’s office or the
Westfield Police could confirm
whether or not the case was ever
solved as of press time.
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will be held on May 8.
Commissioner O’Malley an-

nounced that the annual river
cleanup would take place on Satur-
day, April 21. With a good deal of
debris from Hurricane Irene still
present in the river, he urged resi-
dents to take part because “we’ll
need a lot of hands for this.” Com-
missioner Kevin Campbell also put
in a word for the event, saying that
last August’s storm “probably
washed half of Essex County into
our town.”

At the start of the meeting, Girl
Scout Troop No. 40951 led the flag
salute. Mayor David Robinson pre-
sented resolutions of congratula-
tions to four newly minted Eagle
Scouts, including Kieran Grant,
Kevin Strotz, Matthew Van Pelt and
Edward Guillen. He also issued a
proclamation declaring April as
Alcohol Awareness Month. And he
announced that Governor Chris
Christie had presented the munici-
pality with an American flag that
had flown over the new World Trade
Center tower on September 11,
2011.
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ers dated April 4, Mr. Faella said the
county faced a budget hold of $36
million this year. Layoffs of 280
employees have been announced,
although county officials said ne-
gotiations with county employee
unions are still ongoing. In antici-
pation of the layoffs, which will be
finalized by June 1, the county has
budgeted $1.6 million for unem-
ployment compensation insurance,
$1.3 million over last year.

Freeholder Chairman Al
Mirabella said he was hopeful that
the county unions “would all come
to the table and try to save some
jobs.”

“Some of them have and many of
them haven’t (negotiated with the
county),” Mr. Mirabella said. As
previously reported by The Leader,
unions representing the county po-
lice and engineers have agreed as a
counter offer to the county to give
up three days for their members.
The county has a dozen collective
bargaining units.

A notice published online by the
Health Professionals and Allied Em-
ployees Local 5112, representing
nurses at Runnells Specialized Hos-
pital, has indicated the county’s ini-
tial request was for 10 days for the
year.

The county’s ratable base has
plummeted $9 billion to $69 billion
this year, from $78 billion the past
few years, following the 2008 re-
cession, the county manager noted.

County officials announced last
month that $10 million of the bud-
get gap was closed through the lay-
offs, as well as through the elimina-
tion of MusicFest, Kids Kingdom
and Rhythm & Blues by the Brook.
In addition, the division of con-
sumer affairs was eliminated for a
savings of $145,000, and the bud-
gets for Freeholder Scholars, Se-
nior Scholars and College for Teens
were cut in half. Another $850,000
in cost savings was generated from
more cost-effective measures re-
garding things such as computers,
copiers, toner, fuel consumption,
cell phones and Blackberries.

Mr. Faella has blamed the tax
increase on a number of factors,
including state aid cuts to the
county’s 900-inmate jail and
Runnells Specialized Hospital. The
county is to receive $500,000 in
state funding for the corrections
facility this year, down a half mil-
lion from 2011 and $3 million from
a few years ago.

The county is looking to reorga-
nize and privatize Runnells, which
the county manager noted is “oper-
ating at an unacceptable $14-mil-
lion deficit, due in part to state cuts
in funding and rising contractual
costs.” The county has appealed its
reimbursement in Medicaid fund-
ing from the state dating back to
2008 after the state changed how
reimbursement rates are deter-
mined.

The funding for nurses, Mr. Faella
said, “would bring $5 million” in
additional funding if the county
wins its appeal. The county is also
seeking $1.7 million from
Middlesex County for three years
of usage for beds in the psychiatric
unit at Runnells.

Mandated costs – including con-
tractual salaries, pensions and
health insurance – are up $17 mil-
lion over last year, with health in-
surance accounting for $11 million
of that amount.

In addition to Runnells, the
county manager said the county
would also look into privatizing
Watchung Stables, noting that the
facility is running a $600,000 defi-
cit despite an increase in fees a few
years ago.

“We will be evaluating all phases
of that,” Mr. Faella told The Leader.

In terms of Runnells, some 135
of the layoffs are said to be coming
from laundry, physical therapy and
housekeeping operations, which
might be privatized, a Union Coun-
cil 8 representative told The Leader.
The executive budget notes that a
total privatization of the hospital
would also be considered.

“Everything is on the table. We
are still looking at what makes the
most sense not only for the hospi-
tal, but for the budget and the resi-
dents of Union County,” Mr.
Mirabella told The Leader.

In terms of privatization of other
operations, Mr. Mirabella reiterated
that the county would “leave our
options open for whatever is best
for the long-term health of the fi-
nances of the county.” He said the
county budget would now be a “12-
month budget process.”

“The key message is that the
county manager has delivered a bud-
get that is balanced and that is in
accordance with the (state) cap. The
other key message is that we are

looking at this as a year-round bud-
get process…All year-round we will
be looking at the budget,” Mr.
Mirabella said.

The county is $4.2 million under
the state’s 2-percent cap, according
to the county manager’s executive
budget. Another $10.9 million in
cost increases are outside of the
state’s cap. They include: $4.1 mil-
lion in health care cost increases,
$692,487 for pension cost increases
and $5.9 million in debt service and
capital lease increases.

County taxes have risen over 100
percent, or $153.4 million, since
2000, according to previous county
budgets. In the mid-1990s, during
Governor Christine Todd
Whitman’s Administration, the sala-
ries and benefits for Superior Court
judges and their staffs were moved
to the state budget. Union County
budgets were essentially flat or
dropped from 1996 through 2000.
The tax levy dropped $800,000 in
1997 and $1.5 million in 1998 and
was flat in 1999 and 2000. The
largest tax increase in recent years
was $17.5 million in 2003.

The 2012 budget includes $13
million to support the Union County
College system, $4.3 million for
the Vocational-Technical Schools
and $115,562 for the Rutgers Ex-
tension Cooperative Service, a
$211,000 cut to Extension from last
year.

Revenue projections include $2
million from the Union County
Utilities Authority as part of the
lease extension with Covanta En-
ergy; $1.8 million from the county
clerk’s office; $1.1 million from
the sheriff’s office; $5.7 million
from parks and recreation;
$475,000 from the franchise fee for
the county-owned Jersey Gardens
Mall in Elizabeth, and $1.9 million
in the rent of beds at the Juvenile
Detention Center in Linden. An-
other $5.3 million is from the
county’s open space trust fund for
debt service.
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Taxes to Rise $12.4 Mil.

are no meetings scheduled for July.
All meetings will be held in the BOE
administration building on Evergreen
Avenue and Cedar Street in Scotch
Plains.

In other business, the BOE also
unanimously approved a Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) field trip for AV/Film and
TV students to attend the Tribeca
Film Festival in New York City on
Thursday, April 26.

The next board of education meet-
ing is scheduled for Thursday, April
26, at 7:30 p.m., where National PTA
Reflections Art Program State Awards
will be given to five district students.

Awards of Excellence will be given
to Jennifer Schug from Terrill Middle
School for Music Composition and
Carly Zogg, also from Terrill Middle
School, for film and video.

Awards of Merit will be awarded to
Morgan Dashiell of SPFHS for Lit-
erature, Connor Spellman of Ever-
green School for Music Composition
and Camila Cabrera of School One
for Visual Arts.
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Garwood Approves $7.2 Mil.
Budget; Taxes Up $200,000

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough council
adopted a $7,160,257 municipal bud-
get with $5,415,039 to be raised in
taxes in a 5-1 vote Tuesday night. Coun-
cilman Jim Mathieu was the sole dis-
senter. The tax levy is almost $200,000
over last year’s tax levy, which was
$5,217,055. The levy is $46,368 under
the 2 percent mandated tax levy cap.
Homeowners will see a municipal tax
hike of $105 per $100,000 of assessed
value. The average assessed home in
Garwood is $103,000.

Tom Pedas, a resident and condo
owner at the newly built The Pointe
condominium complex on North Av-
enue, said residents at The Pointe pay
double the average taxes in the bor-
ough, which he said equated to about
$6,000 to $7,000.

“I feel I have been taken advantage
of by the builder and the Garwood
Council,” he said. The borough is fight-
ing a lawsuit by The Pointe about pay-
ing for snow removal and other related
fees incurred at the property. “Lower
our taxes and let us pay our own fees,”
Mr. Pedas said.

Resident Bruce Paterson once again
brought up Councilman Lou
Petruzzelli’s health benefits of $24,266
this year. Mr. Petruzzelli pays approxi-
mately $250 toward his family health
plan and $600 for dental insurance
annually.

“I think that’s obscene,” Mr. Pater-
son said of how much the taxpayer
fronts for Mr. Petruzzelli’s benefits.
Mr. Petruzzelli is the only person on
council to receive benefits and has been
grandfathered under state law to re-
ceive medical benefits from the bor-
ough.

Mr. Petruzzelli told The Westfield
Leader Mr. Paterson has called him
“numerous times” threatening of re-
calling his position.

“The Garwood Police Department
listened to the voice mails and deemed
them as threatening and harassment,”
Mr. Petruzzelli said.

When asked if he would consider
contributing more toward his health
benefits, Mr. Petruzzelli replied, “I am
not doing anything illegal that would
make me pay anything more than what
the law says, which is 1.5 percent of the
$1,500 because that is the salary, or the
stipend of a councilperson here in
Garwood.”

“The mayor has not sat down with
me at all to go through it,” he said.
Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi told The
Leader, “He should step up to the plate.
He should voluntarily do it.”

The budget includes a 2 percent raise
for the Recreation Director Kathleen
Pender, who receives a salary of about
$7,000 per year. The council’s Finance
Committee Chairwoman, Sara Todisco,
said the Recreation Commission asked
for a 3 percent raise. She also said the
Recreation Commission asked for a

$4,000 increase in its budget, but the
budget Councilwoman Todisco and the
finance committee presented shows a
$2,000 increase.

Ms. Todisco said the commission
has indicated they need more counse-
lors for summer recreation due to in-
creased participation and because the
commission is running more events. In
addition, the recreation director has a
cell phone, which is used as a hotline
and is a budget item.

“We met them halfway on this,” Ms.
Todisco said.

“In this climate…you gave a 2 per-
cent raise?” asked Mr. Paterson.

Borough Auditor Bill Switzer and
the borough’s Chief Financial Officer
Sandy Bruns attended Tuesday’s meet-
ing.

Mayor Quattrocchi also announced
that effective immediately, she has re-
lieved Mr. Mathieu of his duties as
liaison to the Recreation Commission.

During the previous council meet-
ing, Mr. Mathieu said during his com-
mittee report that people companied
they had not heard an update on the
athletic field complex. The mayor said
at the time there were no updates.

After hearing about what was said
by Mr. Mathieu at the meeting, Recre-
ation Commission Chairwoman Rich-
ard Bree e-mailed the mayor saying,
“…There may have been some com-
ments that may not have been our opin-
ion.” As a result the mayor said she
decided to relieve Mr. Mathieu as liai-
son and Mr. Petruzzelli had offered to
replace him in his duties.

Later, Mr. Mathieu said Mr. Bree had
not attended the commission meeting
in question. “The Athletic Field Com-
plex to me is taboo. I was told by my
party that we are going to kill it because
of the maintenance costs,” Mr. Mathieu
said. He said neither mayor, nor any-
one on the commission, had called him
to discuss his committee report.

During new business portion of the
meeting, Councilman Victor De Filippo
said he agreed with Mr. Paterson’s call-
ing for Mr. Mathieu’s resignation as a
councilman.

“I have to agree, I think he should
resign. I think because of misconduct
he has managed to alienate almost ev-
ery department in the borough,” Mr. De
Filippo said.

In response, Mr. Mathieu said, “This
is the place to do that. Don’t call me at
midnight when you’re half in the bag
and don’t call me on Good Friday in the
evening, don’t call me repeatedly - you
have upset me and my wife with your
phone calls.”

Mr. Mathieu also accused Mr. De
Filippo of not showing up to council,
committee and planning board meet-
ings.

A resolution to revise the rate sched-
ule for 2012 industrial user charge for
waste to $2,683 per million gallons
was approved, 5-1, with Mr. Mathieu
voting no.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
OBSCENE...Garwood resident Bruce Paterson adressed the council on Tuesday
night saying he thinks “it is obscene how much the taxpayer fronts for Council-
man Lou Petruzzelli’s benefits” ($24,000). Mr. Petruzzelli is the only person on
council to receive benefits and the practice has since been banned under state law
though Mr. Petruzzelli has been grandfathered.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
EGG HUNT…The Lions Club of Westfield sponsored the 77th annual Easter Egg
Hunt held at Mindowaskin Park on Saturday. Over 1,200 eggs were collected in
less than one minute by eager participants.
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
NEW CHIEF…The Westfield Town Council voted unanimously to make Cap-
tain Dave Wayman Westfield’s new police chief on Tuesday night. The Westfield
Leader’s Betsey Burgdorf talks with Chief Wayman about his goals for the
department.

Westfield Council Appoints
David Wayman Police Chief

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Town Council voted unanimously to
make Captain David Wayman
Westfield’s new police chief on Tues-
day night. Chief John Parizeau an-
nounced his retirement last month
following a 31-year career with the
department.

Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan
moved the resolution following a
closed session to appoint Chief
Wayman as Chairwoman of the Pub-
lic Safety Committee, saying it was
her, “pleasure and honor.”

“I just want to say that the public
will be very impressed with him,”
Mayor Andy Skibitsky said. He added
that Chief Wayman will be a “great
ambassador” and that he “raises the
bar to the next level.”

In accordance with the Town Code,
Chief Wayman was recommended to
the council for approval by Town
Administrator James Gildea.

Chief Wayman has been on the
Westfield police force for 24 years.
He started in the patrol division and
worked his way up the ranks from
detective, to sergeant, to lieutenant
and most recently, captain, for the
past six years. Chief Wayman is a
graduate of Arthur L. Johnson High
School in Clark and a resident of
Westfield. His appointment as chief
became effective Wednesday.

The department’s other captain,
Cliff Auchter, “opted out of the pro-
cess” according to Mr. Gildea.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a resolution by a vote of 7-2 to
support the installation of a HAWK
pedestrian crossing signal at the North
Avenue mid-block crosswalk in front
of Lord & Taylor. Councilman Dave
Haas and Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins voted against the resolu-
tion.

Councilwoman Kimmins said that
she was “really concerned” and said
that given the controversy surround-
ing the HAWK signal on Central
Avenue, she did not feel comfortable
approving the resolution without see-
ing reports or diagrams. She said that
it, “behooves us to make sure we
make the right decision.”

Councilman Jim Foerst said that
while people come to the microphone
at meetings and say “what if,” but that
this location had already had a fatal-
ity. He said that while the HAWK is
new, he feels the council should ap-
prove it if it is, “in any way going to
improve the safety.”

Councilman Haas said that he
would likely come to the same con-
clusion if he were given time to re-
view the studies and plans.

Councilwoman Neylan said that
the resolution was the culmination of
many discussions in her committee.

The light was requested by Lord &
Taylor, and they engaged The RBA
Group and an engineering study was

done by Gordon Meth, the same en-
gineer employed by the town. Be-
cause North Avenue is a county road-
way, Mr. Meth’s report was reviewed
by their firm, Pennoni Associates,
which concurred.

The council’s resolution is a for-
mality as the town will assume own-
ership and will be required to main-
tain the light after installation. The
cost of the installation will be born
entirely by Lord & Taylor.

The council’s vote on the HAWK
came after residents Maria Carluccio
and Greg Kasko once again voiced
their concerns regarding the safety of
the HAWK on Central Avenue.

Councilwoman Neylan also an-
nounced that a joint meeting of the
board of education and town council
will be held on Wednesday, April 18,
at 7:30 p.m. in Westfield High School
(WHS) cafeteria B. The meeting is a
follow up to offer recommendations
to resolve parking and traffic prob-
lems in the area of WHS and Edison
Intermediate School.

Reading is good for you!Reading is good for you!Reading is good for you!Reading is good for you!Reading is good for you!


