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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Co-Captains Kathryn Ahern and
Danielle Manginelli each had eight
service winners, and junior Toni
Gonzales totaled 10 service
points to guide the Cranford High
School girls volleyball team to a
25-8, 25-12, victory over
Benedictine Academy at the
Cranford High School gym on
September 21.

Ahern had all eight of her ser-
vice points, which included three
aces, in Game 1 against the Green
Bees. Ahern, who also notched
four kills in Game 1, received
some help from senior Stephanie
Bagniewski, who added one of
her two kills, during that run.

“All of our team’s serves have
been really good. We have been
trying to place the ball more.
That’s something that we need
to work on with our hitting. We
need to finish executing plays,
but we’ve come really, really far
in a really short time. I am look-
ing forward to this season. It’s
going to be really good,” Ahern
said.

“I think our serving is OK. It’s
improved. We were a little rusty
at the start. It’s better now,” said
Cougar Head Coach Jackie
LeBlanc, who played for Westfield
High School in 2003.

After the Green Bees finally
stopped Ahern’s run of serves to
make the score 10-3, the Cou-
gars immediately regained the
serve, and Toni Gonzales added

a pair of service points. Next,
senior Vickie Zourzoukis con-
tributed three service points.
After Toni Gonzales returned a
Green Bee serve that dropped

untouched among three defend-
ers, Manginelli reeled off seven
service points to close out Game
1.

Each team took turns breaking

each other’s serves early in
Game 2 until Toni Gonzales came
to the line and banged in eight
straight service points with the

help of senior Izzy Acton, who
notched a pair of kills, and
Amanda Montealegre, who
slammed one. With the score,
12-4, Zourzoukis stepped to the

line and put up four more ser-
vice points to bring her total to
seven. Cougar Paulina Przydzial
(1 service point) notched the
first of her three kills in that run.

Montealegre added her sec-

ond kill to put Manginelli to the
line with the score, 17-6. After
serving up an ace, the Green
Bees broke her serve and added
three points, but Przydzial
crunched another kill, and Acton
followed with five service points,
including an ace, to put the Cou-
gars ahead, 24-9. The Green
Bees mustered more points be-
fore the Cougars broke the serve
to end the game.

The Cougars finished with 13
kills, and defensively, held the
Green Bees to a run of three
service points in Game 1 and a
run of three in Game 2.

“We have definitely improved
like tenfold since the beginning.
Our coach has been great. She is
teaching us so much,” Ahern
said.

“Our strongest part is prob-
ably our defense, blocking. We
blocked amazingly against UC
[Union Catholic] the other day.
We have to work on our hitting
[offense]. We are not as aggres-
sive as we should be,” Coach
LeBlanc said.

On September 19, the Lady
Cougars played two strong games
against the returning Union
County Tournament (UCT) cham-
pions Union Catholic but wound
up on the short side, 25-17, 25-
20. Last year the Cougars de-
feated the Lady Vikings early in
the season, 25-20, 23-25, 25-
15, but lost to them in the UCT
championship game 26-28, 25-
22, 25-16, so there is not doubt
that it is an intense rivalry.

“They are doing OK. We just
need to be more aggressive, if
we are going to beat Union
Catholic. We have a lot of work
to do,” Coach LeBlanc said.

AHERN, MANGINELLI 8 SERVICE POINTS EACH, TONI GONZALEZ 10 SERVICE WINNERS

Cougar Volleyballers Sting Lady Green Bees, 25-8, 25-12

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR VOLLEYBALL SENIORS…Pictured, left to right, are; front row; Gabriella Pericone (11), Tessa Gonzalez
(1) and Vickie Zourzoukia (12); back row, Stephanie Bagniewski (5), Kathryn Ahern (7), Danielle Maginelli (9), Izzy
Acton (10) and Head Coach Jackie LeBlanc.
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CORTES, ELLMAN, ZAZZALI, KELLY SCORE GOALS; CHINCHILLA NETS 2 GOALS, ASSIST

Breznitsky Gets Win No. 600 in 6-0 Victory over Cranford
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Head
Coach Tom Breznitsky was
awarded his 600th career victory
in style when his team engineered
an unrelenting assault to seize a
6-0 victory over Cranford at Me-
morial Field in Cranford on Sep-
tember 20.

Interestingly, on October 20,
2004, the Raiders delivered Coach
Breznitsky his 500th career win
with a 2-0 victory over the hosting
Cougars at the Walnut Avenue
Elementary School Field.

The 4-1 Raiders, ranked No. 1 in
Group 3, shelled the Cougars’ goal
area with 15 shots – 6 sailing
above or just wide of the goal and
9 considered shots on goal – in the
first half alone. Cougar senior
goalkeeper Dan Weber managed
to make six saves in the half. In
the meantime, the Cougars had
no shots on goal in the half.

“I was very impressed, but I was
a little disappointed the margin
wasn’t greater than it was, because
we had so many opportunities. In
my 36 years, I truly believe, with-
out a doubt, that this is the best
passing team that we’ve ever had.
If we can get them to become even
close to becoming an outstanding
finishing team, then we are going
to be very, very successful,” said
Coach Breznitsky whose career
record is 600-152-52.

Less than five minutes into the
game, senior center forward Travis
Cortes sped down the right side
and ripped a shot for the first score.

“I got it on the right flank then I
picked a man one-on-one, stepped
over, took a shot at the near post,
and it went in,” Cortes described.
“Lucky for me, it went in.”

The Raiders’ ability to move the
ball around from the start, espe-
cially in the first half, accounted

for the Cougars’ inability to take a
shot on goal.

“We went after our possession
game quickly. We are really good
at moving the ball and moving the
team around. Once we got the
opening goal, we went off from

there,” Cortes said.
With 7:28 remaining in the half,

sophomore Morgan Ellman re-
ceived a cross from junior
midfielder Andrew Leischner and
drilled a shot off Weber’s hand,
but the velocity carried the ball

over the goal line.
“Andrew Leischner was on the

left flank, and he crossed the ball
in. I got it with my left, one touched
and just put it in,” Ellman said.

Fourteen seconds later, sopho-
more forward Christian Zazzali

took a pass from senior left wing
Alex Markovits and charged to-
ward the goal, forcing Weber to
rush forward. Zazzali simply
looped a little dinker over Weber’s
head and the ball hopped over the
goal, giving the Raiders a 3-0 lead

at the half.
“On the counter attack,

Markovits received the ball on the
left side. He played me a ball
through. It was perfect. [I] just
chipped the goalie. He was a little
bit confused. I saw the goalie

started to go low, so if he wants to
go low, I’ll just chip him up high,”
Zazzali explained.

The second half allowed every
member of the Raiders’ bench the
opportunity to display its talents,
and there was very little drop off,

although the Cougars did manage
to take one shot on goal.

“That was one of my goals. I was
hoping that we would be able to
put a few goals in there, so that
every kid got an opportunity to
step on the field. Maybe it’s some-
thing that they will remember,
that they were on this field, scored
a goal when he had his 600th
victory,” Coach Breznitsky said.

With 19:55 on the clock, junior
Francisco Chinchilla launched a
shot from 25 yards out that de-
flected off the goalie’s hand an
into the net. Less than five min-
utes later, Chinchilla added his
second goal. Eight minutes later,
Chinchilla, on the left side, crossed
to junior midfielder Conor Kelly,
who punched in the final goal.

“Francisco Chinchilla hasn’t seen
the field yet, and he got on there
and scored two goals. That’s great!
He and Connor Kelly came on and
scored,” Ellman said.

“The team that we have this
year is tremendously competitive.
We have 26 guys on the team,
and you can see when people step
on the field, the level did not drop
down far. Chinchilla is a little bit of
a work in progress, but he is a goal
scorer. He has a goal scorer’s
mentality, and he did some beau-
tiful things on those two goals
that he scored,” Breznitsky said.

Prior to the game, the entire
Raider team was quite aware of
the milestone that was about to
be achieved, and the anticipation
was electrifying. After the game,
a bucket of Gatorade awaited
Breznitsky.

“He worked so hard. He’s done
what he’s had to do. He built a
strong program,” Zazzali said.

“It was great, because Brez is a
great coach, and it’s great to be
able to share this moment with
him,” Ellman said.

Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 3 3 6
Cranford 0 0 0

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STARTING THE TAKE A SHOT…Cougar senior forward Jeff Francis, No. 28, prepares to take a shot in the game
against Scotch Plains-Fanwood on September 20 at Memorial Field in Cranford.

Story is also in The Westfield Leader newspaper
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Giants/Rams Game – September 18 – By Jim O’Connor NJ Sport Pics wwwnjsportpics.com
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Rutgers/Ohio Game – September 24 – By Jim O’Connor NJ Sport Pics wwwnjsportpics.com
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