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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

“Drive”
Fasten Your Seatbelts

3 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Director Nicolas Winding Refn’s
“Drive,” starring Ryan Gosling as a
stunt driver who moonlights as a
getaway man (or is it vice versa?) is
equipped with four speeds. There’s
the prelude, where maybe we learn
something about Driver; the com-
plication, when he meets the gal; the
ensuing crime drama; and then a
power shift that throws us for a loop.

In gearhead parlance, what ulti-
mately explodes into a death-defy-
ing race for cash and creds, replete
with lots of grisly scenes you should
know about before buckling up,
starts off as a sleeper. Like the 1973
Chevelle in gray primer he drives,
there’s no way to guess what’s under
the hood. Just suffice it to note, there
are plenty of twists and turns ahead.

But while certainly there is big
American horsepower propelling
this action-thriller along, filmmaker
Refn’s decidedly European sense of
mood and evocation has us expect-
ing someone like Jean-Paul
Belmondo to appear just around the
next hairpin. Thoughtful pauses in-
crease the effect, as does a haunting,
seemingly disassociated score.

It’s a fine mesh of film styles,
unavoidably self-conscious at times,
but in the long haul effective and to
be applauded for its bold stroke.
And, on the plain old Philistine level,
the appeal to both cineastes and car
nuts paints a wide swath of market-
ing potential. I know both of me—
the fop and the white-knuckled fa-
natic—were in attendance.

Sitting in the driver’s seat, in a
high performance characterization
somewhat reminiscent of the less-
is-more technique Steve McQueen
made his own, Ryan Gosling smiles
oddly, ponders, and surfaces a
strange look you’ll have to scruti-
nize for yourself. He downshifts to
low key real fast. It’s an intriguing
study, a puzzle you try to piece to-
gether on the run.

Among the other players, repre-
senting every make and model meta-
phor appropriate to the allegorical
tale, Irene (Carey Mulligan) is the
lady he’d like in the right seat of his
bad ride. He’s been keeping com-
pany with her and her adoring little
son, Benicio (Kaden Leos), who live
next door in the second-rate L.A.
apartment house. But uh, oh.

The script’s GPS forewarns that
hubby (Oscar Isaac) is about to be
sprung from the pokey, and we’ve
no trouble figuring out that he wasn’t
there for parking tickets. The tem-
perature gauge rises. Soon, a veri-
table showroom of underworld sorts
ranging from bottom end thugs to
fully accessorized mobsters popu-
lates the scenario.

Among them, substantiating my
theory that every Pagliacci has at

least one great serious role in him, is
Albert Brooks as Bernie Rose. Ex-
quisitely detailed, his top end gang-
ster has been around the block. When
Driver’s father figure/garage owner,
Shannon (Bryan Cranston), suggests
Bernie parlay his chutzpah on the
big oval, oil is mixed with water.

If films came equipped with an evil
tach, the needle on this one would be
flirting with the redline. It’s not just
regular malevolence, but an almost
pure, high octane grade that seem-
ingly releases its energy with just the
slightest spark. What we wonder is if
the quiet, methodical Driver will be
able to navigate the rather rough road
he’s certain to encounter.

The cat and mouse chase that en-
sues, supercharged with the sort of
quirky additive Quentin Tarantino
likes to pour into his movies, also
makes a pit stop in Coen Brothers
Alley. Sudden violence, oddly mixed
with outlandish nonchalance, height-
ens the effect and makes a frighten-
ing statement about the inherent di-
chotomy of human behavior.

Then, there’s the driving itself.
Whether CGI magic or the real deal,
the scintillating stunt work deserves
accolades. Talk about road rage. Yet,
there is also the poetry. Gosling’s
wheelman personifies the motorist
whose car is indeed an extension of
his personality. From his womb-like
throne behind the windshield, all the
analogies apply.

An idyllic Sunday ride in the coun-
try with Irene and Benicio renders
the Chevelle a pleasure barge on the
Nile, its occupants possessing not a
care in the world. But it behooves to
inform that, even if in sweet cruise
mode, the screenplay can stop on a
dime, switch into overdrive and turn
into a wheel-smoking, demolition
derby from Hell.

The car-casting is as astute as the
choice of actors. Nothing too fancy
or exotic. These are accessible, meat
‘n’ potato flivvers, with a represen-
tative for each of the Big Three. A
2011 Ford Mustang has a key role,
as does a menacing Chrysler 300.
And, without ever moving from its
mark, a gold 1967 Pontiac GTO plays
a very important part…hint, hint.

But you don’t have to be a car
aficionado to find director Refn’s
provocative detour through the
fringes of society fascinating. A cu-
riosity about the human condition
and a desire to see just what’s around
the next bend is all the optional
equipment you’ll need.

No doubt about it, “Drive” will
transport you to places you simply
won’t find on the map.

…
“Drive,” rated R, is a FilmDistrict

release directed by Nicolas Winding
Refn and stars Ryan Gosling, Carey
Mulligan and Albert Brooks. Run-
ning time: 100 minutes

Crafters Wanted for 28th
Annual Nature Craft Show

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and the Department of Parks and
Community Renewal invite local
crafters and artisans to market their
wares at Union County’s 28th An-
nual Holiday Nature Craft Show on
Sunday, December 4. The show will
be held at Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center in Mountainside from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m.

Also sought are vendors who cre-
ate garden art, live green arrange-
ments, basketry, unique children’s
toys, stained glass and gift items with
wildlife, gardening or nature themes.
Interested crafters should contact
Karen Pedersen at Trailside by call-
ing (908) 789-3670, ext. 7913, or e-
mail: kpedersen@ucnj.org.

The Holiday Nature Craft Show,
which is being held in conjunction
with the Union County Menorah
and Tree Lighting Celebration, will
offer numerous other activities, in-
cluding caroling and a visit from
Santa. A Charity Drive for the col-
lection of canned or dry food items
and new toys for distribution
through local charities will also be
held.

For additional information about
this event please call Trailside Nature
and Science Center at (908) 789-
3670 or visit www.ucnj.org/trailside.
Trailside Nature and Science Center
is located at 452 New Providence
Road in Mountainside and is a ser-
vice of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

 Esperanza Spalding

WF Library to Present Salsa
With Jose Obando

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library is pleased to
present the Jose Obando Salsa Trio
on Wednesday, October 12, at 7
p.m. The library is located at 550
East Broad Street.

Obando Jose Obando is one of
the incorporators of the salsa mu-
seum in Spanish Harlem and its
former executive director. Salsa is
an American musical genre amal-
gamated by Nuyoricans (that’s a
combination of New Yorkers and
Puerto Ricans) and Puerto Ricans
in El Barrio.

Mr. Obando established Lubona

Corporation, an education
consultancy, and serves as the ex-
ecutive director. His consultancy
includes the Department of Musi-
cal Instruments of The Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art, the Julliard
School, The Cathedral of St. Patrick,
the NY Public Library and many
other prestigious institutions.

The program is free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. (MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union
Reciprocal Agreement Libraries.
Check our website to see if your
library participates.) To register for
the program, visit the library’s
website at www.wmlnj.org, click
on the Online Calendar, or call (908)
789.4090 x7951.

Founded in 1879, the Westfield
Memorial Library-the community’s
destination for discovery and ideas-
engages minds, entertains spirits
and facilitates lifelong learning for
people of all ages. Hours are 9:30
a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday through
Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Fri-
day and Saturday; and 1 to 5 p.m.
on Sunday.

For more information call
(908)789.4090, visit the library’s
website at www.wmlnj.org, and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter “Li-
brary Loop,” or stop by the library
at 550 East Broad Street for a copy
of the award-winning quarterly
newsletter “Take Note.” Jose Obando

Girls Night Out, Restaurant
Week Set for October in WF

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC), the
management entity of Westfield’s
Special Improvement District
(SID), discussed several topics and
promoted upcoming events in town
at its Monday night meeting. In
addition, several members from the
Friends of the Westfield Clocks
(FWC) provided a brief presenta-
tion on their organization to DWC
board members.

The FWC is requesting donations
from Westfield residents to purchase
two “street clocks” to be placed in
the downtown area of Westfield.
One clock would be located at the
corner of East Broad and Elm
Streets and the other would be lo-
cated on South Avenue in front of
the train station. The clocks, each
standing over 17 feet tall, would
cost approximately $120,000 for
the purchase and installation of both
mechanisms. The FWC has thus far
collected over $30,000.

The FWC representatives pre-
sented their case to the DWC board
for design and location consulta-
tion as a courtesy. The Westfield
Town Council has the final approval
on the design, location, and indeed,
whether or not the project will go
forward.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
stated that the “council endorses
the concept of having two clocks in
the town…I think it’s important to
get the [DWC] design committee’s
feedback, getting DWC input and
finally coming back to the town
council with the final proposal and
the final locations and any other
specific details as well.” More in-
formation is available by contact-
ing FWC Chairwoman Jayne
Bernstein at
jaynebernstein@gmail.com.

Executive Director Sherry Cronin
then provided her report to the board
and promoted several of the events
sponsored by the DWC. One of the
DWC’s events publicized was the
bi-annual “Girls Night Out” event,
a downtown shopping experience
scheduled for Thursday, October

20, from 5 to 9 p.m. Many busi-
nesses and several restaurants in
the downtown area participate in
the event by providing discounts on
merchandise and meals.

The most recent “Girls Night Out”
held this past April had over 1,100
participants. Historically, the fall
version of “Girls Night Out” is not
as popular as the event held in the
spring due to the colder weather, a
trend Executive Director Sherry
Cronin stated has improved from
last year. “We already, at this point,
have 630 women signed up…now
we are expecting 1,200 or more.”
Interested persons can pre-register
for the event online at
WestfieldToday.com.

The DWC also promoted Down-
town Westfield Restaurant Week,
which will be held from Sunday,
October 9, to Sunday, October 16.
It is a bi-annual event held to gener-
ate business in the downtown area
by offering specials in area restau-
rants. So far, over 20 restaurants
will be participating this year. Par-
ticipating restaurants and other de-
tails can be found on the DWC’s
website.

The Westfield Farmers Market
continues every Saturday from 8:30
a.m. to 2 p.m. until October 29 at
the South Avenue train station park-
ing lot.

Ms. Cronin revealed that the re-
sults of the America in Bloom con-
test (known locally as Westfield in
Bloom) would be made public dur-
ing the first week of October. Last
year, the town took home two
awards and was awarded a four-
bloom rating.

In other news, Town Councilman
Sam Della Fera joined the DWC as
the new town council representa-
tive, after Mark Ciarrocca resigned
to accept his appointment of state
Superior Court Judge.

Mr. Gildea reported on the status
of demolition project at Ferarro’s
Restaurant, stating the demolition
should be completed by the end of
this week. The restaurant will be
rebuilt as a three-story structure fol-
lowing a fire that gutted the Elm
Street establishment this spring.

Scotch Plains Day Announces
Headliners for Oct. 2 Event
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Day Committee is pleased to
announce several events during
Scotch Plains Day, which will take
place on Sunday, October 2.

Headlining the Scotch Plains Day
festivities will be a performance by the
renowned rock and roll party band The
Nerds, who will take the stage outside
of the Municipal Building at 2 p.m.

Along with the music, there will be
a ravioli-eating contest, which will
take place prior to the concert at 1:30
p.m., sponsored by Florence Ravioli.
Additionally, from Noon to 3 p.m.,
attendees are invited to check out the
classic car show which will be in the
municipal parking lot, adjacent to the

Municipal Building.
Scotch Plains Day, which will run

from Noon to 5 p.m., will take place
on Park and Bartle Avenues this year.
The event itself will feature food from
various vendors, rides, music a street
fair, as well as a car show.

The event serves as a way to bring
the community together to celebrate
what makes Scotch Plains a great
place to live in.

More information about the event
will be announced on
www.scotchplainsnj.comThose inter-
ested in entering for free in the car show
or would like to participate as a vendor
can contact the Recreation Department
at (908) 322-6700 x221 or 223.

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
and the Department of Parks and Com-
munity Renewal are pleased to offer a
unique cooking class at Trailside Na-
ture and Science Center in
Mountainside. On Monday, October 3,
adults, 18 and older, can join celebrity
chef Melody McGinley Whitelaw for a
class on “Cooking with Root Veg-
etables.”

This two-hour class will run from 7
-9 p.m. and the fee is $20 for Union
County residents and $25 for out-of-
county participants. Pre-registration is
required.

Chef Melody McGinley Whitelaw,
owner of the catering company “The
Main Event by Melody” and guest chef
on WOR Radio for 22 years, will dem-
onstrate the preparation of healthful,
savory recipes using autumn root veg-
etables. Participants will learn how to
make delicious, seasonal meals utiliz-
ing the garden’s best fall root veg-

etables and then feast on the recipes
prepared during class.

A resident of Morristown, Chef
Melody grew up in southern California
and was a chef for over 35 years for the
movie industry, alongside her father, a
movie shoot caterer and Big Band
singer. In addition to being a guest chef
on WOR Radio for many years, Chef
Melody also cooks for Scott and Todd
in the Morning on WPLJ. She also is
passionate about teaching kids to cook
healthy and green and does so with her
“Kids’ Green Kitchen,” a program de-
signed to teach children how to cook
healthy meals and snacks.

To pre-register for this cooking class
or for information about other upcom-
ing programs or events at Trailside, call
(908) 789-3670 or visit www.ucnj.org/
trailside. Trailside Nature and Science
Center is located at 452 New Provi-
dence Road in Mountainside and is a
service of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

Learn to Cook Root
Vegetables with Chef Melody

Bramnick Photo Winners
And Reception Announced

WESTFIELD — Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick announced the winners of
his fourth annual photography contest.
Amateur photographers throughout
New Jersey entered the contest and
submitted over 200 pictures.

“This year’s photos captured the true
beauty of New Jersey. Our Garden
State has so much to offer, from the
numerous state parks to the endless fun
at the beautiful Jersey Shore,” said Asm.
Bramnick, whose district includes parts
of Essex, Morris, Somerset and Union
counties.

The public and media are invited to
a reception honoring the winners on
Sunday, October 9th from 4 to 5 p.m. in
the meeting room of the Westfield Pub-
lic Library.

Asm. Bramnick expanded the num-
ber of winners this year to include an
overall top prizewinner, a new “staff
pick” selection and additional honor-
able mention winners in each of the
categories. This year’s overall top prize-
winner went to Dennis Lopez. The

Jersey Shore category winners are:
first place, Rick Brightly, second
place, Patrick McDonough, third
place, Sherman Feller, and honor-
able mention winners: Michelle Cino,
Hilary Klimek, Robert Bornstein and
Roz Giuditta and staff pick, Amy
Wright.

In the State Park category, Timo-
thy Boyle won first place, second
place, Al Sullivan, third place, James
Fitzgerald and honorable mention
went to Lindsey Altongy, Michael
McKenna, Melissa Peterson and staff
pick, Peter Yuschak. For the Wildlife
category, Vivian Bedoya won first
place, second place, Renee Payami,
and third place to Greg Riley, honor-
able mention winners: Kathleen
Schulman, Tina Ryman, Jared Kofsky
and staff pick, Rebecca Venetianer.

For more information, please call
Asm. Bramnick’s office at 908 232
2073. The photos can be viewed at
http://www.goleader.com/services/
photos/11sep19-Bramnick-contest/

Kean Stage to Present
Esperanza Spalding

UNION - Kean Stage presents
Esperanza Spalding in her Chamber
Music Society USA Fall Tour on Sat-
urday, October 15, at 7:30 p.m. in
Wilkins Theatre, Kean University.
This year’s Grammy® Award winner
for “Best New Artist,”

Spalding will mesmerize audiences
by deftly blending classical and jazz
to create modern chamber music with
touches of folk and world sounds as
well. “Esperanza” is the Spanish word
for “hope,” and bassist, vocalist and
composer Esperanza Spalding could
not have been given a more fitting
name.

Blessed with uncanny instrumen-
tal ability, a multi-lingual voice that
is part angel and part siren, and a
natural beauty that borders on the
hypnotic, the prodigy-turned-pro
might well be the hope for the future
of jazz and instrumental music. After
teaching herself to play the violin at
age four, Spalding landed a spot on
The Chamber Music Society of Or-
egon, where she played for ten years,
being elevated to concertmaster at
age 15. By then, she had also discov-
ered the bass, and all of the non-
classical avenues that the instrument
could open for her.

At 16, Spalding left high school,
and – armed with her GED and aided
by a generous scholarship – enrolled
in the music program at Portland
State University. But it was at Berkley
College of Music where, after three
years of accelerated study, she not
only earned a B.M., but also signed
on as an instructor in 2005 at the age
of 20 – an appointment that has made
her the youngest faculty member in
the history of the college.

Spalding’s journey as a solo artist
began with the May 2008 release of
“Esperanza,” her debut recording,
which went on to become the best
selling album by a new jazz artist
internationally that year. The highly
acclaimed release was the first op-
portunity for a worldwide audience
to witness her talents as an instru-
mentalist, vocalist and composer.

Tickets to the Esperanza Spalding
Chamber Music Society USA Fall
Tour are $35 standard, $20 seniors
and students, and can be purchased
by calling Kean Stage Box Office at
(908) 737.SHOW (7469), online at
www.keanstage.com, or in person at
Kean University’s Wilkins Theater
Box Office, located at 1000 Morris
Avenue, Union, N.J.


