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able to become a conference champ
last year,” he said.

Cougar Marianna Dzunova was
entered at first singles.

“She has been doing alright so far.
She won three matches out of the four
that she played so far. She is holding
her own,” Coach Goldstein said.

Dzunova dropped her first round
match to Oak Knolls Jessica Porcelli,
6-3, 6-2. Cougar newcomer Laura
Van Horn also dropped her first match
at second singles.

“My second singles player, Laura
Van Horn, just picked up a racket last
year for the first time. She’s holding
her own. She’s losing some matches,
but she’s playing top-notched girls.
She’s not going to get better unless
she plays these girls. She’s picking up
the game a lot better,” said Coach
Goldstein, who added, “My second
doubles players as well, Anna Lee
Gallo and Emily Roman! First year
playing tennis, and they play well
together. They are field hockey play-
ers by trade. I have good hopes for
them.  All three are sophomores. So it
is going to be interesting to see what’s
going to happen next year and the
year after.”

Gallo and Roman, seeded 10th,

a future, but I was proud of the way I
played today. Getting to the finals
was definitely an accomplishment.”

Raider Alex Sullivan (first singles)
won her first round against Plainfield,
7-6 (7-5), 6-1, then after falling, 6-2,
6-0, to Ream she went on to place
seventh with a 6-4, 6-2, win over
Jessica Porcelli (OK).

Blue Devil Samantha Hindes
seeded second at second singles, eas-
ily won her first two matches to ad-
vance to the semifinals to face Kelsh
Keim (KP) where she lost 6-0, 6-3.
Hindes placed third with a 6-3, 6-4
win over Olivia Podsiebierski (L).

Blue Devil Sarah Murphy, a UCT
champ at first doubles last year,
jumped up to third singles, blanked
her first opponent, then defeated
Olivia Couzzi (ALJ), 6-1, 6-1. In the
semifinals, she survived an endur-
ance test against Alyssa Lopes (GL)
to pull out a 3-6, 6-3, 6-3, victory for
her ticket to the finals.

“I came in preseason wanting to
play singles, so I guess I got what I

wanted. I knew it was going to be a
hard match, because I played her be-
fore. I focused on getting every ball
back and eliminating the stupid mis-
takes,” said Murphy, who added that
her strongest part of her game was,
“definitely my backhand. The back-
hand approach shot is probably my
favorite shot.”

Murphy faced another endurance
test with top-seeded Lauren
Oberlander (KP – of Westfield). Af-
ter winning the first set, 6-2, Murphy
dropped the next set, 1-6, then won
the third set, 6-4, to claim the title.

With a few injuries, the SPF Raid-
ers had a rough beginning before they
started rolling.

“We advanced four of the five in
the first round. Then we had a couple
of injuries. Alyssa Leyden [second
singles] came down with some ten-
donitis in her shoulder. My second
doubles player sprained her ankle in
the match against Summit. Hopefully,
she will be able to play. We are hang-
ing in there. The girls are competing
at a high level, and we are having a
good time,” Raider Head Coach Gary
Wasserman said.

Raider Gabrielle Mendes won her
first match, 6-0, 6-0, at third singles

before falling to Lopes. Mendes de-
feated Couzzi, 6-1, 6-0, then lost 7-5,
6-3 to Audrey Randazzo (OK) for
fifth place.

“I definitely improved from when I
started at the beginning of the season,
so I am happy with how it ended up.
Hopefully, I will continue to get bet-
ter,” Mendes said. “The girl I just
played was very consistent, so I just
tried to go along with her and work
my consistency as well.”

Top-seeded Blue Devils Elizabeth
Cusick, also a varsity lacrosse player,
and Julia Criscuolo, a varsity softball
player, put their athletic talents to-
gether and lost only one game in their
first two matches at first doubles to
advance to the semifinals where they
stopped Alessandra Moore and Liz
Sullivan (OK), 6-0, 6-2. In the title
match, Cusick and Criscuolo stopped
Shanya Gleason and Nisha
Samramurthy (KP), 6-1, 6-2, to grab
the crown.

“It’s real exciting. We worked very
hard. We were really focused and it
work out well,” Criscuolo said.

“I like to poach and get volleys. I
like to take crosscourt shots and put
them away. I think that is my stronger
point. I try to keep up the intensity

and the mentality that I bring to a
lacrosse field,” Cusick said.

Blue Devils Taylor Ingber and
Caroline King, top-seeded at second
doubles, shutout their first opponents,
then won their next match, 6-1, 6-1.
In the semifinals, they stopped
Caroline Vaters and Libby Sanna (KP)
then tumbled Kat Tischenko and Col-
leen Chou (GL), 6-3, 7-5, for the
championship.

Raiders Lindsey Wilkinson and
Hannah Nizri (first doubles) won their
first match, 6-1, 6-2, then dropped
their quarterfinal battle with GL’s
Kaitlyn Hoehn and Dani Rosenthal,
5-7, 6-4, 6-3. The two Raiders quickly
recovered and topped Jenna
Cavanaugh and Merry Richter (NP),
6-2, 6-2, then claimed fifth place af-
ter stopping Emma Radest and Julia
Shafer (S), 6-2, 6-3.

Cranford Cougar Head Coach Rich
Goldstein brought a very young team
into the tournament.

“We graduated a lot of people, so
we are at a JV level on the varsity tour
this year. We are definitely beginning
the program again. We did the same
thing four years ago. The girls were
brand new, a lot of them to the pro-
gram. Within four years, we were

bounced the seventh-seeded pair from
Johnson, 6-3, 6-4. After falling to
second-seeded Tischenko Colleen
Chou (GL), Gallo and Roman ad-
vanced to finish eighth.

“They definitely did a good job.
There was a lot of communication on
the court. They made the important
shots. It definitely gives them a con-
fidence boost. They started playing
tennis three month ago. For them to
advance this far is nice,” Coach
Goldstein said.

Raiders Elsa Leistikow and Maxine
Marvosa (second doubles) won their
first match, then were edged, 3-6, 6-
3, 6-4, by Kristen Miller and Ryan
Freeman (S). Leistikow and Marcosa
beat Gallo and Roman then lost to
Merry Bergan and Mary Porter (OK)
for fifth place.

CHAMPIONSHIP:
First singles: Joanna Zalewski (L) d
Marilyn Kowalski (W), 6-0, 6-0
Second singles: Laura Tierney (GL) d
Kelsh Keim (KP), 6-3, 6-4
Third singles: Sarah Murphy (W) d
Lauren Oberlander (KP), 6-2, 1-6, 6-3
First doubles: Julia Criscuolo and Eliza-
beth Cusick (W) d Shanya Gleason and
Nigha Sambamurthy (KP), 6-1, 6-2
Second doubles: Taylor Ingber and
Caroline King (W) d Kat Tischenko and
Solleen Chou (GL), 6-3, 7-5

Lady Blue Devils Step Up, Capture Seventh Straight Union County Tourney Tennis Crown
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209 CENTRAL AVENUE
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(908) 233-5555
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© 2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
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Naasa Sherbeini

Stunning New England Colonial in the heart of Westfield’s desirable Gardens neighborhood has been expanded and enhanced:
inside with luxurious appointments and outside with magnificent gardens. Five bedrooms, 3.5 baths, including huge master
bedroom with loads of closets and built-ins and  first floor guest suite with bath.  Spacious wood-paneled library offers built-
ins and media storage, wood burning fireplace, pegged hardwood floors and surround sound wiring.  Sunny kitchen/family room
area has large sliding doors to bluestone patio and over-sized, beautifully landscaped private yard. Back staircase from mudroom
leads to large game room/secluded home office space.  Large, bright living room/dining area with picture windows, dentil
molding, fireplace and French doors overlooks lovely gardens front and back.   Close to schools, downtown and NYC
transportation. It’s offered at $1,150,000. For more information or private tour, please call Naasa Sherbeini at 908-883-1707.

Sales Associate
In the top 2% of Realtors in the United States

Internaional President’s Circle
NJAR Circle Of Exellence 2009

A JEWEL IN “THE GARDENS”

533 Birch Avenue Westfield, NJ

Tanya Herlth Just Listed 1505 Boulevard 

Independently Owned & Operated, Towne Realty Group, LLC. Licensed Realtors 

511 Millburn Avenue, Short Hills, NJ  07078 
973.376.8300 • www.TRGhome.com 

OPEN SUNDAY 

1-4 pm 

Tanya Herlth, ABR 
Sales Representative 

Office: 973.376.8300 Cell: 908.377.2554 
THerlth@TRGhome.com 
Commitment to Clients is My Priority 

www.1505Boulevard.com 
There is more than meets the eye in this lovely four bedroom, two bath Cape Cod home 
featuring: an updated eat-in kitchen with granite counters, renovated first floor main bath (2009), 
updated windows, and new furnace plus hot water heater (2011). This home is move-in ready! 

$430,000 

SCHMITT  ANDERSON Architects
*  WESTFIELD  *  SCOTCH PLAINS  *  WATCHUNG  *  CRANFORD *

Entering our 25th year  *  over 500 Projects Completed  *  Personalized Service  *  Two Person Firm
Numerous NJSA Design Awards  *   Extensive  Construction Document  Experience  and  Expertise

*    RESIDENTIAL    *    COMMERCIAL    *     INSTITUTIONAL   *

Announcing our expansion  to serve

TRADITIONAL...............................................TRANSITIONAL.............................................MODERN

www.schmittandersonarchitects.com  #732-603-9252   e-mail:saa.metuchen@verizon.net

 Throughout  New Jersey   -   Bucks County   -   Cape Cod   -   Princeton   -   NYC

Kimberley Aslanian Haley
#1 Realtor Coldwell Banker Westfield Offices ~ Buyer Controlled Sales 2010, 2008 & 2007

#2 Realtor Coldwell Banker Westfield Offices ~ Overall production 2010, 2008, 2007
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This charming four bedroom Colonial is ideally located on a quiet Westfield street near downtown shopping, 
top rated schools and NYC transportation.   This pristine home boasts a newer Eat-in-Kitchen, formal Living 
Room with brick fireplace, sunlit Family Room and formal Dining Room with chair rail.   Additional amenities 
include: new windows, hardwood floors,  freshly painted exterior & two-car Garage.                       

              Offered for $589,900

209 Central Avenue

Westfield, NJ  07090

908.233.5555
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THIRD AT SECOND SINGLES...Blue Devil Samantha Hindes placed third in
the UCT at second singles.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SECOND DOUBLES CHAMPIONS...Blue Devils Caroline King, left, and Tay-
lor Ingber won the UCT second doubles crown.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SEVENTH AT FIRST SINGLES...Raider Alex Sullivan placed seventh at the
UCT at first singles.

See Marilyn Kowalski
Photo on Page 15


