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Raider Coach Breznitsky Gets Win No. 600
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

O’ROUKE GETS 33-YD TD, 11-YD TD; DUGAN 12-YD TD

Blue Devil Footballers Defeat
Rain, W. H. Warriors, 21-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rain and a stubborn Warrior defen-
sive line made the climate annoying
for the visiting Westfield High School
football team’s offensive attack, but
the Blue Devils opened the flood gates
in the second half and delivered the
Watchung Hills Warriors a 21-0 dous-
ing in Warren on September 23.

Despite a scoreless first half, Blue
Devil running back James O’Rourke
did manage to chomp up 103 rushing
yards, which included a 46-yard
breakout in the first quarter. With the
help of his offensive line, O’Rourke
added another 89 yards, including
touchdown runs of 33 yards and 11
yards, respectively, in the third quar-
ter.

“He does special things. There is
no other way to put it. He’s probably,
pound for pound, one of the strongest
players you are going to see. It shows
on those runs. He has such great body
control,” said Blue Devil Head Coach

Jim DeSarno who added, “They pres-
sured us, and they did some things
that they haven’t done in the previous
two weeks. We settled down at half-
time. We made sure we were solid
with our assignments. Once we were
solid with our assignments, the kids
executed.”

Senior Brendan Dugan replaced
O’Rourke in the fourth quarter, and
like his brilliant performance in the
opening game against Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (SPF), he gobbled up the
yardage. Although he came up one
yard short of scoring in the SPF game,
Dugan, who finished with 51 yards
on 12 carries, hit pay dirt with a 12-
yard sprint with 10:12 left in the
game.

“I was so happy when I finally got
in there. I went down the left side and
there was good blocking from my
line, especially my wide receiver Mike
Stravach did a very good job. I got to
give credit to the left side of the line,
Brenton Harries, Abe [Fertig-Cohen],

the center Dan Bigelow and [quarter-
back] Nate [Mitchell]. He’s doing a
good job controlling the ball. Dan
was doing a good job snapping,”
Dugan said.

“He stepped in. There’s only one
football. James O’Rourke is a good
tailback, but when Brendan gets a
chance, he does a great job. We have
plenty of confidence in him doing it.
He runs hard,” Coach DeSarno said.

“I was just happy to get my chance
again. James is phenomenal. I am
happy that when he goes down, I can
step up in his place,” Dugan said.

Others were needed to step into
injured players’ positions and the re-
sult was positive. Senior Jon Gribbin,
who has done all the kicking duties,
was sidelined with a concussion. Jun-
ior Joe Salmon nailed all three extra
points, and sophomore Joe Scaglione
came through on kickoffs and punts.

“Joe Salmon made all three extra
points. He wasn’t nervous. He went
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood Head
Coach Tom Breznitsky was awarded
his 600th career victory in style when
his team engineered an unrelenting
assault to seize a 6-0 victory over
Cranford at Memorial Field in
Cranford on September 20.

Interestingly, on October 20, 2004,
the Raiders delivered Coach
Breznitsky his 500th career win with
a 2-0 victory over the hosting Cou-
gars at the Walnut Avenue Elemen-
tary School Field.

The 4-1 Raiders, ranked No. 1 in
Group 3, shelled the Cougars’ goal
area with 15 shots – 6 sailing above or
just wide of the goal and 9 considered
shots on goal – in the first half alone.
Cougar senior goalkeeper Dan We-
ber managed to make six saves in the
half. In the meantime, the Cougars
had no shots on goal in the half.

“I was very impressed, but I was a
little disappointed the margin wasn’t
greater than it was, because we had
so many opportunities. In my 36
years, I truly believe, without a doubt,
that this is the best passing team that
we’ve ever had. If we can get them to
become even close to becoming an
outstanding finishing team, then we
are going to be very, very success-
ful,” said Coach Breznitsky whose
career record is 600-152-52.

Less than five minutes into the

game, senior center forward Travis
Cortes sped down the right side and
ripped a shot for the first score.

“I got it on the right flank then I
picked a man one-on-one, stepped
over, took a shot at the near post, and
it went in,” Cortes described. “Lucky
for me, it went in.”

The Raiders’ ability to move the
ball around from the start, especially
in the first half, accounted for the
Cougars’ inability to take a shot on
goal.

“We went after our possession
game quickly. We are really good at
moving the ball and moving the team
around. Once we got the opening
goal, we went off from there,” Cortes
said.

With 7:28 remaining in the half,
sophomore Morgan Ellman received
a cross from junior midfielder An-
drew Leischner and drilled a shot off
Weber’s hand, but the velocity car-
ried the ball over the goal line.

“Andrew Leischner was on the left
flank, and he crossed the ball in. I got
it with my left, one touched and just
put it in,” Ellman said.

Fourteen seconds later, sophomore
forward Christian Zazzali took a pass
from senior left wing Alex Markovits
and charged toward the goal, forcing

Weber to rush forward. Zazzali sim-
ply looped a little dinker over Weber’s
head and the ball hopped over the
goal, giving the Raiders a 3-0 lead at
the half.

“On the counter attack, Markovits
received the ball on the left side. He
played me a ball through. It was per-
fect. [I] just chipped the goalie. He
was a little bit confused. I saw the
goalie started to go low, so if he wants
to go low, I’ll just chip him up high,”
Zazzali explained.

The second half allowed every
member of the Raiders’ bench the
opportunity to display its talents, and
there was very little drop off, al-
though the Cougars did manage to
take one shot on goal.

“That was one of my goals. I was
hoping that we would be able to put a
few goals in there, so that every kid
got an opportunity to step on the
field. Maybe it’s something that they
will remember, that they were on this
field, scored a goal when he had his
600th victory,” Coach Breznitsky
said.

With 19:55 on the clock, junior
Francisco Chinchilla launched a shot
from 25 yards out that deflected off
the goalie’s hand an into the net. Less
than five minutes later, Chinchilla
added his second goal. Eight minutes
later, Chinchilla, on the left side,
crossed to junior midfielder Conor
Kelly, who punched in the final goal.

“Francisco Chinchilla hasn’t seen
the field yet, and he got on there and
scored two goals. That’s great! He
and Connor Kelly came on and
scored,” Ellman said.

“The team that we have this year is
tremendously competitive. We have
26 guys on the team, and you can see
when people step on the field, the
level did not drop down far. Chin-
chilla is a little bit of a work in
progress, but he is a goal scorer. He
has a goal scorer’s mentality, and he
did some beautiful things on those
two goals that he scored,” Breznitsky
said.

Prior to the game, the entire Raider
team was quite aware of the mile-
stone that was about to be achieved,
and the anticipation was electrifying.
After the game, a bucket of Gatorade
awaited Breznitsky.

“He worked so hard. He’s done
what he’s had to do. He built a strong
program,” Zazzali said.

“It was great, because Brez is a
great coach, and it’s great to be able
to share this moment with him,”
Ellman said.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING A KEY RECEPTION…Blue Devil split end Mike Stravach, No. 85, grabs a pass and looks downfield. Stravach
had two receptions for 35 yards.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ABOUT TO RIP IN THE FIRST GOAL…Raider forward Travis Cortes ripped
in the first goal in the 6-0 victory over Cranford at Memorial Field in Cranford.
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OPEN HOUSE: OCTOBER 2ND 1-5PM

MOUNTAINSIDE. Tastefully updated Custom 4 Bedroom, 2 Bath
Ranch set on a large landscaped property on a quiet tree-lined street. This
home features hardwood and granite tile floors, custom cabinetry and
sound system throughout, a gourmet kitchen with top-of-the-line appliances,
security system, finished walk-out basement and attic for storage. The
heated & air conditioned garage is custom fitted with tile floor and custom
wood cabinetry. Route 22 West to Central Ave to Beech Ave #1226.

Frances

Bradley

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. This breathtaking three years young Colonial is located
on a quiet circular street, nestled among similarly beautiful newer homes.
It boasts 5 Bedroom, 3 Bath, a stunning gourmet kit with granite countertops,
SS appliances, a spacious master suite with fireplace, sitting room and
oversize walk in closet, and HW floors throughout. Beautiful trim work
and molding, tasteful décor, ample closet and storage space and convenience
to schools, town and NYC transportation.

Niki

Fry

ELEGANT EXPANDED RANCH

SCOTCH PLAINS. Beautifully expanded 3 Bedroom, 3 Bath
Ranch has hardwood floors that flow throughout this open spacious
floor plan. The LR offers an elegant setting with a fireplace, FDR just
steps away, includes an expanded seating area with a 2nd fireplace. The
1st floor FR frames the extensively landscaped back yard, the EIK has
travertine marble floors, granite countertops, SS appliances and custom
cabinetry. The custom floored 2 car gar is on the same level of the house.

Jacqueline

Waldman

MULTI-FAMILY

WESTFIELD.This 2 Family is just moments from town, schools,
parks & NYC transportation. The 1st floor unit features a LR with
WBF, DR, EIK, 3 BR, 2 baths and a full basement. The 2nd floor unit
features a LR, Kitchen with laundry, BR, full bath and walk up attic.
Both units are in move-in condition. Hardwood floors, a detached one
car garage, ample closet storage and private back yard are just some of
the highlights that complete this special home.

Andrew

Weissman

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. This notable 4 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath Colonial Split
boasts the very best of quality craftsmanship combined with many
updates to suit today’s lifestyle. The incredible 1st level FR features a
brick wall and sliders leading to the deck, the LR has a WBF, the FDR
has sliders leading to the deck and there is a 2nd level MBR as well as
a private master suite with bath on the 3rd level. All this set on a
spectacular 100x150 corner property on a tranquil tree-lined street.

Associate of the Month

Vivian

Cortese-Strano

Maria Dimopoulos
Top Sales for the Month of August
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