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AARP Chapter Posts
Meeting on Monday

WESTFIELD AREA – Westfield
Area Chapter No. 4137 of the Ameri-
can Association of Retired Persons
(AARP) will meet on Monday, Octo-
ber 3, at 1 p.m. All chapter meetings,
except for the December and June
luncheons, are held at the Scotch
Hills Country Club, located at the
intersection of Jerusalem Road and
Plainfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Lois Shanker from the Caring,
Sharing Network will speak gener-
ally on the services of this organiza-
tion. Along with Ms. Shanker will
be representatives of member groups
of the Caring, Sharing Network, who
will talk specifically about the ser-
vices available through their respec-
tive organizations.

The business meeting will follow
the program and the afternoon will
conclude with refreshments. Dues
of $5 may be paid at this meeting.
Those who may be interested in join-
ing the chapter are welcome to at-
tend its meetings.

Members are asked to continue to
contribute to the chapter’s community
service projects, which include dona-
tions of non-perishable food items
and monetary donations for the
Westfield Food Pantry, as well as small
items for Runnells Specialized Hospi-
tal to be used as bingo prizes.

Needle Nite Session
On Tap Next Week

FANWOOD – The monthly Needle
Nite session at the Fanwood Presby-
terian Church will be held on Friday,
October 7, at 7:30 p.m. in Westminster
Hall on Marian Avenue in Fanwood.

Co-Chairwomen Pat Lake and
Nancy Bassman have announced that
there will be a demonstration of pa-
per piecing with a small project to be
completed that night.

The “Disappearing Nine Patch”
quilt project and Christmas pieces
are still to be worked on and com-
pleted by those who quilt. Anyone
needing fabric or batting is asked to
e-mail needlenite@fanwoodpc.org.

Patterns for Christmas ornaments
to be made for the December meet-
ing will still be available for the knit-
ters and those who crochet. Items for
nursing homes, newborns at Newark
Beth Israel Hospital, the “Christmas
at Sea” for seafarers project and prayer
shawls for those needing extra care,
are ongoing.

Donated materials end up in many
forms usable by the charities that
receive them. Needle Nite partici-
pants then take their newly learned
skills for use at home.

For more information about these
projects or directions to the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church, call the church
office at (908) 889-8891, e-mail
fanwoodpress@erols.com or visit
fanwoodpc.org or facebook.com/
pages /Fanwood-Presbyte r ian
Church/311300160969.

Marine Corps Ball
Set For November

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Central
Jersey Leathernecks Detachment,
Marine Corps League will hold the
2011 Marine Corps Ball on Friday,
November 4, at Pantagis Renais-
sance (Snuffy’s) in Scotch Plains.

This formal ball will celebrate
the 236th birthday of the United
States Marine Corps. The cocktail
hour will start at 6:30 p.m. and
there will be a five-hour open bar.

A five-course dinner, featuring a
choice of prime rib or baked salmon,
will be available (special needs meals
are available pre-request). There also
will be a Marine Birthday Celebra-
tion Cake with the traditional sword
cake-cutting ceremony of passing
the Corps down from the oldest to
youngest Marine present.

An 18-piece live band,
Westfield’s own Full Count Orches-
tra with a vocalist, will provide
music for dancing.

A special 15-minute PowerPoint
presentation will be included hon-
oring present-day and former Ma-
rines for their service to the United
States the past 236 years.

The Central Jersey Leathernecks
supports area veterans, Wounded
Warriors, veterans’ hospitals, final
resting ceremonies, Toys for Tots and
food and clothing drives for the needy.

Tickets are $60. For more infor-
mation, contact Ken Einhorn at (908)
753-1391 or dtype57@aol.com.

Openings Still Available
For Senior Activities
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Rec-

reation Department has announced
that it is not too late to sign up for fall
programs for senior citizens. Programs
began this past Monday and will run
through the week of December 19.

Offerings include Aerobics (Tues-
days, 9:15 to 10 a.m.), Tai Chi (Tues-
days, 10:15 to 11:15 a.m.), Water Exer-
cise (Wednesdays, 11:30 a.m. to 12:15
p.m.), Line Dancing (Thursdays, 1 to 2
p.m.) and new this fall, Zumba Gold
dancing (Fridays, 9 to 10 a.m.).

All of the classes will be held in the
recreation building at Forest Road
Park, except for Water Exercise,
which will be held at the Jewish Com-
munity Center (JCC) of Central New
Jersey’s Wilf Jewish Community
Campus indoor pool. The JCC is lo-
cated at 1391 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

The fee is $10 per program for
Fanwood and Scotch Plains residents,
and $25 for all others. For a schedule
and a registration form, visit
fanwoodrecreation.org online or pick
them up at Fanwood Borough Hall,
located at 75 North Martine Avenue.
For more information, call Fanwood
Recreation at (908) 370-7092.

Westfield Area ‘Y’
To Host Blood Drive
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area

“Y” will host a blood drive on Sun-
day, October 16, from 11 a.m. to 5
p.m. in the Kellogg Room at the Main
Y Facility, located at 220 Clark Street
in Westfield. New Jersey Blood Ser-
vices will facilitate the blood drive.

In order to give blood, individuals
must be in generally good health,
weigh 110 pounds or more and be at
least 17 years of age, or 16 years old
with parental consent. Participants
are asked to bring identification and
to have plenty to eat or drink the day
of the blood drive.

Blood donors will receive a free
guest pass to the Westfield Area “Y”
for themselves or a friend. For ques-
tions about medical eligibility, call 1-
(800) 933-2566 or visit
nybloodcenter.org. To make an ap-
pointment in advance, e-mail
j.sacca@yahoo.com or call Jean Cruz
at (908) 233-2700, extension no. 417.
Walk-ins also will be welcome.

Artist, Archaeologist Due
This Saturday at Library

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will dedicate its
new mural in the Youth Services De-
partment, entitled “Westfield through
Time,” this Saturday, October 1, at 3
p.m. Those attending will have an
opportunity to meet with the artist,
Westfield resident Kerry Paone, and
learn about the mural-creation pro-
cess. Refreshments will be available.

Immediately after the mural’s dedi-
cation, at 3:30 p.m., John Kraft will
give a presentation about the Dela-
ware Indians, and specifically, the
Lenni Lenapes. Mr. Kraft is the son of
Lenape author Herbert Kraft and also
the director of Lenape Lifeways, Inc.

An archaeologist/educator who has
presented thousands of programs on
the Lenape or Delaware Indians of
New Jersey, Mr. Kraft has helped
discover and excavate Lenape vil-
lages and artifacts, and has added
much new information about their
family life, dwellings, diet, spiritual
beliefs and technology.

He has published “The Indians of
Lenapehoking,” an educational unit
on the Indians of New Jersey and the
surrounding region, and has illus-
trated “The Lenape or Delaware In-
dians” and other books.

This program is intended for all
ages. The library is located at 550

East Broad Street. For more informa-
tion on library programs and ser-
vices, call (908) 789-4090, visit the
library’s website, wmlnj.org, and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter, “Li-
brary Loop,” or stop by the library for
a copy of its award-winning, quar-
terly newsletter, “Take Note.”

NATURE SCENE…Pictured above is
one of the many scenes appearing on
the Westfield Memorial Library’s new
mural in the Youth Services Depart-
ment. The mural will be dedicated this
Saturday, October 1, at 3 p.m.

– Obituaries –
Alicia J. Sohnen, Devoted to Family;

Known For Generosity, Sense of Humor
Alicia J. Sohnen (née Heuritt) of

Scotch Plains passed away peace-
fully on Thursday, September 22,
2011, surrounded by her family at
Morristown Medical Center.

Alicia was born in Antofagasta,
Chile. She met the love of her life,
Arthur, on a U.S. Merchant Marine
ship and married him soon thereafter.
She will be remembered for her gen-
erous heart, hilarious sense of humor
and her devotion to her family.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Arthur, who died in 1989. Ali-
cia is survived by her large, loving
family, including her sisters, Freesia
and Cristina, and her five children,
Arlene Viscardi (wife of the late
Pasquale), Alan and his wife, Arlene,
Andrea Sohnen, Andrew and his wife,
Carol, and Annette Falzetti and her
husband, Michael. She also is sur-

vived by her grandchildren, Jennifer,
Tracey and her husband, Dan,
Jeannine and her husband, Dan, An-
drew and his wife, Megan, Kathleen,
Eric, Jason and his wife, Jessica,
Michael, Christopher, Kristen, James,
Lucas and Alexandra. And she was
blessed to meet and love her great-
grandchildren, Jake, Shane, Alicia,
Maya and Jackson.

The funeral service was conducted
on Monday, September 26, at the
Rossi Funeral Home in Scotch
Plains. Interment was at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield. Letters of
condolence may be sent to
www.therossifuneralhome.com.

Donations may be made to the
Scotch Plains Rescue Squad, P.O.
Box 325, Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
in Alicia’s memory.
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Rosemary Berner, 97, Was Bookkeeper;
Active Parishioner at St. Bartholomew
Rosemary Berner, 97, of Scotch

Plains passed away on Sunday, Sep-
tember 18, 2011, at McAuley Hall in
Watchung.

Born and raised in Newark, Rose-
mary was a graduate of Blessed Sac-
rament Grammar School in Newark.
She was employed as a bookkeeper
with a company in Roselle and
Belleville before retiring.

Rosemary also was a longtime
member of St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church in
Scotch Plains and was active in the
parish with many ministries.

She was predeceased by her Mom
and Dad, Rose and Sebastian Berner.
Her five brothers and her sister, Rich-
ard Berner, Joseph Berner, Elizabeth
Griek, William Berner and Albert
Berner, also predeceased her.

She is survived by 13 nieces and

nephews, whom she loved and was
loved by them.

The funeral was held yesterday,
Wednesday, September 28, from the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood. A Funeral Mass
followed at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Church. Interment took place
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to Covenant House Times
Square Station, P.O. Box 731, New
York, N.Y. 10108-0900 (or online at
www.covenanthouse.org) or to the
Central Association of the Miracu-
lous Medal, 475 E. Chelten Avenue,
Philadelphia, Pa. 19144. For addi-
tional information or to sign the
guestbook, visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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CHESS CHAMPS…The Westfield Chess Club held the Fall Chess Scholastic
September 18, drawing 31 participants to the Westfield Area “Y.” The open
section winners, pictured left to right, are: Back row, Joseph Prentice, Thomas
Elberling and Merrick Chang, and front row, David Zhurbinsky and Miguel
Ramirez.

Westfield Chess Club Holds
Fall Chess Scholastic at ‘Y’
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Chess Club held the Fall Chess
Scholastic at the Westfield Area “Y”
on September 18, attracting 31 chess
players from all over the state, com-
ing from as far away as Livingston
and Cinnaminson. The players par-
ticipated in three sections, which
were divided into the open section,
under 1250 section and the under
750 section.

In the top section, the open sec-
tion, the players played three games
at a time control of game/45 in which
both players had 45 minutes to com-
plete their moves. Joseph Prentice
of Princeton, the third seed, came
out on top with a score of two wins
and one draw to win first place.
Thomas Elberling of Berkeley
Heights won two games before a
loss to Joseph Prentice to come in
second place on tiebreaks. Merrick
Chang of Princeton lost to Thomas
Elberling before winning the last
two games to come in third place.
David Zhurbinsky of Scotch Plains
scored a win, a draw and a loss to
come in fourth place on tiebreaks.
David recently finished in first place
in the under 1300 section of the New
Jersey Open. Miguel Ramirez of
Cinnaminson scored one win, one
draw and one loss to win the fifth-
place trophy. A total of eight players
competed in the top section.

In the under 1250 section, Daniel
Zhu of Livingston made the only
perfect score of four wins and no
losses to capture the first-place tro-
phy at a time control of game/30 in
which both players had 30 minutes
to complete their moves. This sec-
tion attracted 15 players, which was
the largest section of the event. Allan
Zhang of Morganville, seeded 15th,
pulled an upset with a score of three
points, capturing the second-place
trophy on tiebreaks. John Cartier of
Millburn also scored three points to
take the third-place trophy on
tiebreaks. Also with three points,
Nelson Lin of Freehold won the

fourth-place trophy. Samuel Zhang
of Edison won two games and one
draw and one loss to win the fifth-
place trophy.

In a closely contested under 750
section, Bryan Zhang of Green
Brook took the title with a score of
three points, winning a key game
against Mitch Fishbein. Mitch
Fishbein of Summit won a key fourth
round game against Jonathan Luo to
take second place on tiebreaks.
Jonathan Luo of Marlboro won his
first three games before losing to
Mitch Fishbein to finish third place.
David Chang of Marlboro scored
two wins, one draw and one loss to
capture fourth place. Tony Zhang of
Scotch Plains won two games along
with losses to the top two finishers to
come in fifth place.

A total of eight players competed
in this section. The players in this
section competed at a time control
of 30 minutes for each player for
the game. 2004 co-state champion
Todd Lunna directed for the
Westfield Chess Club, assisted by
Pat Mazzillo, treasurer and assis-
tant director for the Westfield Chess
Club. The next event, the Westfield
Winter Scholastic, will be held in
January of 2012. For further de-
tails, check the club’s website,
westfieldchessclub.com.

Open Section:
1. Joseph Prentice
2. Thomas Elberling
3. Merrick Chang
4. David Zhurbinsky
5. Miguel Ramirez

Under 1250
1. Daniel Zhu
2. Allan Zhang
3. John Cartier
4. Nelson Lin
5. Samuel Zhang

Under 750
1. Bryan Zhang
2. Mitch Fishbein
3. Jonathan Luo
4. David Chang
5. Tony Zhang

Girl Scout Council to Begin
Centennial Product Sale

AREA – The Girl Scouts Heart of
New Jersey (GSHNJ) will hold its Fall
Centennial Product Program Sale Oc-
tober 1 through October 21, featuring
nut, candy and magazine products. The
Centennial Fall Sale theme will be “In-
vesting Today-Success for Tomorrow.”

Girls will set goals and work to-
ward them while learning business
ethics and teamwork. This year’s
theme will incorporate the Girl Scout
centennial with fun Girl Scout pro-
gramming at all age levels.

The nut, candy and magazine sale is
one of two annual fund-raising pro-
grams led by girls to support Girl
Scout troop activities directly by earn-
ing funds for troops and to support
council-wide programs throughout the
year. This year, in addition to 14 vari-
eties of nuts and snacks in re-sealable
cans and decorative tins, there will be
two special limited-edition collectible
tins available to commemorate the

Girl Scout centennial.
Girl Scouts can now utilize tech-

nology such as e-mail to promote the
centennial nut and magazine product
sale and a Facebook app to notify
their Facebook friends about maga-
zine subscriptions they can purchase.

During the fall product program sale,
customers can donate their nut pur-
chase to military organizations through
the Council’s Gift of Caring Program.
The donated items will be used in mili-
tary care packages sent directly to mili-
tary personnel, while 100 percent of
the proceeds will stay in the local com-
munity to support Girl Scouting.

For environmental sustainability,
60 of the magazine titles offered for
sale this season will be available in
digital subscriptions. For more infor-
mation about product program sales,
contact Julie Pizzuti, Product Pro-
gram director, at (908) 947-1706 or
jpizzuti@gshnj.org.

Thrift Shop to Feature
Halloween Costumes
SCOTCH PLAINS – The

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League Thrift Shop, located at 1730
East Second Street in Scotch Plains,
will begin its Halloween costume sale
on Tuesday, October 4, at 10 a.m.

A large selection of costumes, in
sizes ranging from infant to adult,
will be available. For those who sew,
costume “possibilities” also will be
on hand. Additionally, shoppers will
have an opportunity to look through
baskets of accessories like hats,
masks, scarves, shoes, gloves and
many other extras.

The costume rack in the main room
will be filled, but since the shop has
been saving these items all year, more
will be added daily as room permits.
If they are seeking a specific outfit,
shoppers may ask one of the shop
volunteers to check in the workroom
to see if it is available.

In addition, the shop will have flan-
nel shirts, jeans and hats of all sizes
and shapes for dressing up scarecrows.

The shop’s operating hours are
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and Friday
and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
For more information or directions,
call (908) 322-5420.

Upcoming events at the thrift shop
include a Toy and Doll Sale from
November 8 to 12; a “Black Satur-
day” Sale on November 26 and a
Christmas Boutique from November
29 to December 17.

Thrift Shop Offers
Halloween Costumes
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Ser-

vice League is selling a large selec-
tion of Halloween costumes begin-
ning this week at its thrift shop. Both
outfits and accessories are available
for children of all ages.

Additionally, the shop will fea-
ture its regular merchandise of
men’s, women’s and children’s fall
and winter clothing, plus books, toys,
jewelry, bric-a-brac and shoes. The
service league also operates a con-
signment shop.

Both shops are open Tuesday
through Saturday, from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m., and Thursday from 9 a.m. to 6
p.m. The shops are located at 114
Elmer Street in Westfield.

The Westfield Service League is a
non-profit, volunteer organization.
All proceeds from the shops are do-
nated to local charities. For more
information, call the thrift shop at
(908) 233-2530 or the consignment
shop at (908) 232-1223.

Classes to Commence
In Moving Meditation
WESTFIELD – Moving Medita-

tion classes will continue this fall at
the First Congregational Church on
Tuesday evenings, October 4 to 25,
from 6:30 to 7:15 p.m. Classes will
be held in Room 21, on the second
floor of the McCorison Christian
Education Building at 125 Elmer
Street in Westfield. These classes are
designed for beginners and will be
open to everyone.

Moving Meditation is a simple,
gentle, graceful movement based on
ancient Asian Qigong wellness sys-
tems, with the goals of stress reduc-
tion and flexibility. The practice is
performed standing up and ordinary
street clothing is appropriate.

Leading the group practice will be
Laura Berzofsky, a certified Integral
Tai Chi and Qigong instructor, with
Kimberly Mills, a local Tai Chi and
Qigong teacher.

The church’s Board of Christian
Education will sponsor this program.
Freewill offerings will be accepted to
benefit the church’s outreach pro-
grams. October donations will sup-
port the Waysharers, a faith-based
outreach program for adults with
developmental disabilities.

For additional information or to
register, call Ms. Berzofsky at (908)
232-0169. Drop-in students also will
be welcome.

WF United Fund Launches
75th Anniversary Campaign
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

United Fund (WUF) kicked off its
annual fund-raising campaign last
Saturday with a special 75th anni-
versary tribute at the home of Keith
and Anne Wargo. The outdoor gath-
ering of more than 100 guests in-
cluded trustees, major donors and
representatives from the Fund’s 19
member agencies.

The event served as the official
launch of the Fund’s 2011-2012 an-
nual campaign, with a goal of rais-
ing $625,000. Celebrating “75 years
of caring,” this year’s campaign
theme invokes slogans and photo-
graphs from the Fund’s early days.

Kim Benou, campaign co-chair-
woman, thanked the assembled
guests for their contributions towards
programs that assist children, eld-
erly, disabled and low-income resi-
dents. “While you may not benefit
directly from these programs, your
generosity helps improve the qual-
ity of life for all of us,” said Ms.
Benou. “I like to think of each Fund
donation as an investment in
Westfield. I am very happy with the
return on my investment.”

Linda Maggio, executive direc-
tor, cited the over $25 million that
the Fund has allocated since its
founding in 1937. She then recog-
nized longtime donors, some of
whom have been contributing for
over 40 years. Lee Hale, who has
been donating continuously for over
60 years, was the longest-contribut-
ing donor present.

Founded in 1937 as the United
Campaign of the Westfield Social
Agencies, WUF began as a coopera-
tive fund-raising organization for
five local charities. Over time, the
Fund’s role evolved to meet the
changing needs of a growing com-
munity, from war-relief efforts in
the 1940s to coordinating the com-
munity response to September 11,
2001. Today, the WUF supports 19
social-services organizations, from
its longest standing, the Westfield
Area “Y,” to its newest, CASA of
Union County (Court-Appointed
Special Advocates).

The 75th anniversary campaign
will continue with the annual pledge
card solicitation and telethon later
this month. For additional informa-
tion or to volunteer, call the WUF
offices at (908) 233-2113 or visit its
website, westfieldunitedfund.org.

Rosarians to Meet
Today In Westfield

WESTFIELD – The Rosary Altar
Society of Holy Trinity and St. Helen’s
parishes will meet at noon today,
Thursday, September 29, at St.
Helen’s Parish Center.

The schedule for the year will be
reviewed, and details of the baptism
garments to be made will be dis-
cussed. Sister Mary Kerwin, the guest
speaker, will give a talk on “Living
Our Devotion to Mary.”

All women from the two parishes
and their friends are welcome. St.
Helen’s Parish Center is located at
1600 Rahway Avenue in Westfield.


