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Letters to
the Editor

Shackamaxon Agreement; Odd or
The Better of Bad Outcomes?

BIPARTISAN IS
WHACKY,

HOW BOUT
NONPARTISAN?

Regarding the Scotch Plains Town
Council’s actions approving 60 age re-
stricted luxury townhouses, if you agree
with the logic used to justify the Council’s
actions, then what the Council approved
made sense and was likely the best result
that could be obtained. If the Council had
done nothing, current zoning rules would
have permitted approximately 96 single-
family houses on one-acre lots to be built
on the property without any further ap-
provals. It was for this reason that the
Council acted. Ninety-six single-family
houses, it was said many times, would
put too much pressure on our school
system and town services. It was as-
sumed in the discussions that each of
these 96 houses would have paid at least
$32,000 a year in real estate taxes (with
approximately $21,000 going to the
school system and $5,400 going to the
town). This translates to more than $2
million annually to the schools and more
than $500,000 annually to the town.

It is interesting (although maybe not
exciting) to think about these numbers
and the underlying assumptions made by
the Council. Isn’t the Council implying
that our taxes are, essentially, mis-priced;
in other words that taxes are too low and

do not provide enough cash for what the
schools and the town provides? If the
usual real estate taxes on these houses
would have resulted in more than $2
million to the schools and $500,000 to
the town annually, and the Council be-
lieves that those amounts were not going
to be enough to deal with the number of
new children coming into the schools and
the new demands on leaf pick up and the
police department, doesn’t that mean that
the our taxes, as they are, aren’t high
enough?

It strikes me as odd that all the excite-
ment concerning Shackamaxon seems to
have been based on the implicit belief
that our real estate taxes are too low. If
these houses would have been paying at
least $32,000 a year in real estate taxes,
and that wasn’t going to be enough for
the Board of Ed. and the town, something
seems to be wrong with the Board of
Ed.’s and the town’s need for revenue,
rather than something being wrong with
single-family houses. This letter expresses
my personal view and not the view of any
group.

Rich Fortunato
Scotch Plains

Unsubstantiated Issues Were Minor
Compared to Alleged Illegal Activity

Lauren Barr’s article [The Westfield
Leader September 22] was very thor-
ough and covered a lot of ground and
years of history related to Greg Kasko
and the Westfield police. I believe it is
difficult for the reader to easily follow
and evaluate the allegations against Greg
Kasko or Greg’s about police corruption.
Here is my view with little specific knowl-
edge about the allegations but with some
personal experiences as a friend of Greg
Kasko:

First, I believe it is important to note
that Greg made his entire record public
while the Westfield Police Department
has never been open about alleged illegal
checks on Westfield citizens. It should be
clear to all that Greg was a highly re-
garded Westfield Police officer who re-
ceived numerous positive reviews and
awards over almost all of his years on the
force. It was only after Greg inquired
about illegal activity by the Westfield
Police that his career was marked by
issues. These issues were never substan-
tiated and seemed fairly minor compared
to the alleged illegal police activity he
raised. The fact that the police depart-
ment allowed Greg to complete his 20
years of service and retire, rather than go
to court over these issues, implies to me
that no one in our town leadership at the
time wanted to have issues raised in a
public trial, but rather wanted Greg to go
away.

For the record, I have no opinion or

knowledge about past police corruption
and believe we have a good effective
police department today. I am not active
politically and have no strong opinion
about our current Mayor or town council
other than to thank them for their public
service and for keeping Westfield a great
town to live in.

I have gotten to know Greg Kasko over
the past few years through mutual friends.
I find him of high morale character and
have high regard for his honest concern
for the citizens of Westfield. He is ag-
gressive in his support of causes he be-
lieves in. He’s like the guy who says what
everyone wants to, but is afraid to make
waves or get involved. This is why I
strongly support him in his race for coun-
cilman in the 3rd district, which is also
where I reside. Greg is always willing to
help anyone. During our recent snow-
storms Greg was out early in the morning
plowing many friends’ driveways with-
out being asked and without accepting
any payment. During the recent hurri-
cane, Greg sent a note to a large group of
friends asking if anyone needed any help
and he assisted the Westfield Public
Works Department by cutting up a large
fallen tree and moving some downed
wires. Greg is a doer and I like his inde-
pendence from either political party.

Andrew Krakauer
Westfield

Covanta Deal Is A Major Money
Loser for Taxpayers and Towns

There was a significant error in your
September 22, 2011 story on the exten-
sion of the Covanta incinerator lease when
you reported that, “Mr. Williams said
that under the new agreement munici-
palities would be able to change their
tonnage figures every five years.”

The agreement, in the case of
Kenilworth anyway, clearly states that
towns can “increase” their tonnage. This
does Kenilworth absolutely no good since
the guaranteed tonnage figure in that
contract was 3,000 when Kenilworth pro-
vided 2,673 tons during 2009, an amount
that has been consistently decreasing.

Perhaps Mr. Williams misspoke or you
misheard, but these deceptions have been
rife throughout this process as if the hawk-
ers of this deal have something to hide. I
would recommend to any town consider-
ing accepting this deal that they check the
guaranteed tonnage item in their contact.
This is the amount that the town MUST
supply. If they do not supply it they are
still obligated to pay for that amount of
tonnage.

The UCUA has not been enforcing this
provision in the past because they have
met their own guaranteed tonnage re-
quirement (250,000 tons) to Covanta
under the prior contact. Check what the
guaranteed tonnage amount is in your

contract and compare it to what you have
been sending.

Also, under this new agreement the
UCUA guaranteed tonnage to Covanta
goes up to 430,000, which will not all
come from within Union County which
had 320,000 tons in 2010. The UCUA is
supposed to get the additional tonnage
from out-of-county (but not from out-of-
state per the NJDEP directive) and they
have no marketing experience to acquire
such excess tonnage.

To make matters worse, Covanta mar-
kets on their own charging non-contracted
out-of-county haulers $45-$50 per ton,
from what I have heard, while the 14
towns are now paying at least $68.05 per
ton. The UCUA will never get any addi-
tional tonnage and will wind up having to
pay Covanta the shortfall from 430,000.

This deal is designed to protect
Covanta’s profits and generate fees for
the DeCotiis law firm and NW Financial.
It is a major money loser for the commu-
nities and taxpayers and a cynical at-
tempt to hoodwink the towns. After what
might be an initial slight decrease, costs
will explode over the term of the contract
and it still may not be enough to avoid a
default on the bonds.

John Bury
Kenilworth

WF Candidate Sontz
Promises Value, Quality

I am Matt Sontz, the Democratic can-
didate for Westfield Town Council for
the Third Ward. Over the past few years,
many of us have experienced a noticeable
deterioration in the quality of services
our town provides while our taxes keep
going up.

Too many of us have to clean leaves
and other debris from local storm drains
so that rain water does not back up and
flood our driveways or lawns. Too many
of us have taken care to avoid old pot-
holes only to drive straight into new ones.
Too many of us have had to navigate
roads so poorly snow plowed that we
have wondered if we are even living on
paved streets. Far too many residents
have told me that they have been living
on the same street since they were chil-
dren and their road has never been re-
paved. Residents feel like calls to the
public works department to have trees
trimmed are ignored. Many residents have
asked me how there could be such a big
fire across the street from the North Av-
enue Fire Station in the Westfield Down-
town and the Westfield Ladder Truck not
respond. Many residents feel like the
town council has either given up on the
basics or just does not understand what it
is supposed to be doing.

This is why our town council needs a
change. We need new voices on the town
council that will strongly and respect-
fully speak out against the status quo. We
need new eyes to thoroughly review our
town’s policies and procedures for deliv-
ering services, our standards for con-
tracting, and our means of oversight. As
an engineer and an attorney, I feel I can
bring much needed skills to our town
council. As a father of children in our
schools, I feel a sense of urgency to get
our priorities straight as soon as possible.

As a councilman, I will fight to make
sure our town council recommits to serv-
ing us. I will fight to make sure we get
value for our tax dollars. I will fight to
restore the quality of our public services
that far too many have witnessed deterio-
rate over the past several years. I hope
you will support me in this endeavor.
Please support me with your vote on
Election Day, which is November 8, 2011.
You can read more about my campaign
and the issues by visiting:
www.mattsontz.com.

Matt Sontz (D), Candidate
Westfield Council Ward 3

It’s Not Silly Season For Us, Your Fanwood Neighbors
With a little over 40 days to go to the

November 8th General Election, some
may call this the silly season of politics.
However, as I see it, nothing could be
further from the truth when it comes to
going to the polls to vote for Fanwood’s
mayor and two council seats that are on
this year’s ballot. I am seeking re election
to the Office of Mayor along with my two
running mates, current Councilman
Russell Huegel and Fanwood’s Planning
Board Chairman Kevin Boris. What is at
stake for every resident is the future di-
rection of our town and the leadership
that is necessary to guide those decisions
in good times, but also as we have seen
with Hurricane Irene, in times of crisis.

Russ, Kevin and I are your neighbors
and friends. We are not professional poli-
ticians. We are committed to keeping

Fanwood a place we can all call home by
crafting responsible municipal budgets,
expanding our shared services and keep-
ing redevelopment moving forward.
However, it’s a tough job to keep us on
the right track. Which is why it matters
who you vote for this November on the
local level. All three of us have the direct
hands on experience that a voter should
take into account when they cast their
vote. All three of us currently serve this
community in visible positions that have
a direct impact on your quality of life and
are proud of the many accomplishments
we can point to.

Whether it be saving over $240,000 by
becoming the first town in Union County
to share our emergency services dispatch
with the County, to showing that smart
redevelopment projects can happen in

spite of a national recession to actually
staying under the NJ cap law by hundreds
of thousands of dollars. All this does not
happen by accident, but it reflects a com-
mitment to reduce government and have
strong clear priorities.

However, we are not finished which is
why we now need your help as we seek
reelection. Please take a moment and
visit www.fanwooddems.com or
www.facebook.com/MahrTeam to learn
about all the good work we have done for
you. Listen to the videos we have made
so you hear directly from us our positions
and not have them distorted by our oppo-
sition. For I strongly believe there is
nothing silly about making sure the fu-
ture of Fanwood stays in capable hands
for the next four years.

Colleen Mahr, Fanwood Mayor

BOE’s and Officials Shouldn’t Be
Using Positions for Financial Gain
While everyone has the right to apply for

employment openings, in this day and age it
does raise eyebrows when officials use their
offices for hiring their kin and/or for taking
advantage — especially at a time when the
national unemployment rate stands at 9 percent
– with private industry health care costs sky-
rocketing and pensions virtually non-existent;
except for school and government jobs.

The Elizabeth Board of Education has a severe
problem of nepotism and moral values. Their
school board president and two other officials
were arrested this month on charges they cheated
the free school lunch program earmarked for
needy kids. They submitted fraudulent applica-
tions, criminally, to have their children included
in the program. Their next “free” meals will
likely be coming in state prison.

As we have been reporting, Rahway Mayor Rick
Proctor’s wife, Denise, tried to slip in as the city’s
health officer replacing her husband upon his elec-
tion as mayor. The N.J. Dept. of Community Affairs
has launched an investigation into the matter.

At the county level, George Devanney, the
nephew of State Senator Ray Lesniak, was hired
as a department director in 1997 and later el-
evated to county manager, a position he just

resigned from on August 1 after nine years and
at age 49; the FBI has been investigating.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion hired former BOE vice-president Sasha
Slocum in July of 2010 as principal for McGinn
Elementary School. Ms. Slocum initially re-
signed from the board in 2009 to accept a prin-
cipal position with the Plainfield Public Schools.

The Westfield Board of Education on Tuesday
night hired Kimberly Rhodes, who served on the
BOE from 2000 to 2006, as Westfield High
School’s new family life and consumer science
teacher affective November 28. We’re not sure
what the position entails. Board member David
Finn’s wife, Mary Beth, was hired as a nurse on
the list of substitutes. They are fine people, but...,
we suggest caution. Westfield handled this cor-
rectly as Mr. Finn abstained on the vote.

Serving on the school board or in any other
official capacity should be viewed as a ‘respon-
sibility of public trust’, not an opportunity for
financial gain. Anti-nepotism policies are needed
to ensure no one has an unfair advantage for
coveted government positions.

We guard against nepotism expanding into
our local schools and government. We’re Jersey
– but not that much.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Locusta – A small spike or elon-

gated cluster of flowers in grasses
2. Thylacitis – Inflammation of the oil

glands of the skin
3. Perron – An outside staircase
4. Libant – Tasting or touching deli-

cately

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

PLEROTIC
1. Swollen; too full
2. Plaitlike or folded
3. Rainy; humid
4. Restoring or producing anew; such

as in tissue
SPRINGAL

1. A species of South African gazelle
2. An active young man
3. Resilient; flexible
4. Pure; fresh

FUSTIGATE
1. To scold or nag
2. To shape like a spindle; thick, taper-

ing at each end
3. Fermentation resulting in a strong,

musty smell
4. To beat with a stick or club

LENTIGO
1. In music, gradually becoming slower
2. A freckle or freckly condition of the

skin
3. An allergic condition caused by an

over consumption of legumes such as
peas or beans

4. Having the shape of a lense

Will Mayor Display Transparency
That He Requires of Other People?

In Lauren Barr’s story on Greg Kasko’s
police record, she reminded us of the
mayor’s often-repeated calls for others to
be transparent. She also reminded us of
the mayor’s request that all illegal acts be
reported to the Union County prosecutor.
May one ask for the mayor to answer his
own call for transparency by letting us all
know what actions were taken by the
town to investigate the threatening com-
ments of Chief Tracy to Horace Corbin,
publisher of the Leader/Times?

According to Ms. Barr, Kasko reported
his allegation of illegal record checks to
Mr. Gildea and sought the protection of
the Whistleblower Statute. Could we find
out what steps were taken by Mr. Gildea
to report this to the Union County pros-
ecutor? Since the story continues that
Chief Tracy called Mr.Kasko into his
office concerning Kasko’s allegations,
could we be told what steps Mr. Gildea
had taken to protect Mr. Kasko and what
steps the town took to stop the chief from
interrogating his accuser?

Let us put aside, for a minute, the
illegal record check matter. Let’s turn to
the abusive statements to Mr. Corbin
from Chief Tracy that he had “files” on
people at the Leader/Times and on mem-
bers of WECARE. Since the mayor is
most ready to require others to fulfill the
public’s right to know, I’m sure he will
jump at the chance to tell us all that the
matter was forwarded to the Union County
prosecutor and the results thereof. I’m
sure the mayor would express outrage at
any town employee keeping a “file” on
any member of the media, in the same
way he would denounce such “files” be-
ing kept on critics such as WECARE. In
light of his oft-quoted denial of the exist-

ence of retribution in Westfield, I’m sure
we can expect the mayor to open any files
that may exist to Ms. Barr concerning its
investigation of this conversation between
Chief Tracy and Mr. Corbin.

May we ask the mayor what steps were
taken by the town to investigate what
Mr.Gildea did to protect Mr. Kasko after
he was called into an interrogation by the
very person he accused? He was to be
protected by statute and town policy;
what was done to guarantee this protec-
tion? The mayor is without equal in seek-
ing transparency from others; may we
suggest that the shoe is on the other foot
now and transparency works both ways?
May we expect answers?

A. John Blake
Westfield

Governors Urge
Congress Action

Our states have been hit hard by Hur-
ricane Irene and Tropical Storm Lee.
While the flood waters have receded and
the storms are passed, the damage to
communities, businesses and infrastruc-
ture remains significant. Billions of dol-
lars in loss and destruction pose a serious
threat not only to local and regional econo-
mies, but to the nation’s economic recov-
ery.

Our states’ governments and our citi-
zens are doing their part to restore and
rebuild. The federal government must
also do its part.

Federal assistance for the victims of
storms and floods should be beyond poli-
tics. Within 10 days of Hurricane Katrina,
Congress passed and the President signed

over $60 billion in aid for the Gulf Coast.
It’s been 28 days since Irene and Lee
started battering our states. We urge this
Congress to move swiftly to ensure that
disaster aid through FEMA and other
federal programs is sufficient to start
rebuilding now.

Gov. Chris Christie, NJ.
Gov. Tom Corbett, PA.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo, NY.
Gov. Bev Perdue, NC.(continued next column)

(continued from previous column)

Cranford Needs to Address Housing For Senior Citizens
And Disabled; Block Development Being Rammed

A new senior citizen housing complex
and meeting the needs of Cranford’s dis-
abled residents are two of Cranford’s top
affordable-housing needs that have gone
unmet.

I am asking the township committee to
request the township’s planning board to
re-examine the township’s Housing Ele-
ment with these two objectives in mind.

As part of the four-part strategy to
fight the massive overdevelopment at the
Birchwood Avenue and 555 South Av-
enue, I believe the township has to put
forward a constructive plan on affordable
housing but one that meets the township’s
own housing needs. We can’t solve the
state’s objective of more without first
addressing the needs of our own commu-
nity.

Rather than trying to ram into Cranford
two developments that will crowd the
school system and, in the case of

Birchwood, allow a massive develop-
ment in a flood way, Cranford should,
while going all out in opposing
Birchwood, focus now on two construc-
tive projects to make a difference.

At 555 South Avenue, the owner of the
property is a hedge fund company that
has yet to realize the community will not
settle but will continue to fight the pro-
posed project. The property site has nu-
merous problems, and we should be pro-
posing a constructive solution. Two
blocks away, Cranford developed two
senior citizen centers that have had a
great reputation as places that are like a
community within a community. We need
to replicate that at the 555 South Avenue
site. I am meeting with state officials to
discuss federal tax credits, state financ-
ing agency loans and ground leases. There
is an opportunity here to meet a commu-
nity need. There is now a four-year wait-

ing list for our current senior citizen
housing. Many residents want to
downsize but not leave Cranford.

The other priority is for the develop-
ment of housing opportunities for the
disabled – whether it be developmentally
disabled, blind or medically needy. There
are several potential opportunities to do
that, including the remediation of 326
North Avenue and the private develop-
ment of such a home. Cranford should
also be requesting current and future apart-
ment complexes to retrofit their facilities
to be accessible.

We cannot allow the court in a mind-
less way to allow massive overdevelop-
ment. But we should focus our attention
on what can be done to meet our
community’s housing needs.

Mayor Dan Aschenbach
Cranford


