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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Feds Have Been Investigating
Union County for Over a Year
Union County hired a $450-per-hour

law firm to defend former county man-
ager George Devanney after learning the
U.S. Justice Department was investigat-
ing the county, according to a Star-Led-
ger report. The investigation has been
going on for more than a year. The county
reportedly has incurred more than $7,600
in legal bills from a law firm contracted to
represent Mr. Devanney, who abruptly
retired August 1.

Krovatin Klingeman, which advertises
themselves on their website as “white-col-
lar [crime] defense attorneys,” sent its final
bill to the county on August 12, The Ledger
reported. Attorney Henry Klingeman told
the paper that Mr. Devanney does not ap-
pear to be the target of the probe.

The Union County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice just completed a five-month investi-
gation of complaints about MusicFest, an
annual concert series held in Clark. While
not finding any criminal activity the probe
did find poor financial accounting on the
part of the county and its vendors and
vaguely worded contracts.
Rahway Health Officer Vacancy

Subject of Ethics Complaint
Rahway Mayor Rick Proctor sought to

get his wife, Denise, a six-figure job by
pressuring City Business Administrator
Peter Pelisser to hire her as the city’s new
health officer, Nj.com has reported.
Nj.com, which is the online site for The
Star Ledger and other papers, cited an
ethics complaint filed with New Jersey’s
Department of Community Affairs (DCA).

Mayor Proctor, a former freeholder,
was health officer for nine years until he
resigned upon his election as mayor. Mrs.
Proctor has withdrawn her name from
consideration and Cranford Health Of-
ficer William Heyl has been hired, ac-
cording to news accounts.

The city had been without a health of-
ficer during Hurricane Irene after part-time
health officer William McBride resigned
July 1. The department also covers Scotch
Plains, Hillside and Berkeley Heights.

NAACP Calls for Fed Probe
Of Elizabeth School BOE

The Elizabeth branch of the NAACP
and other community groups in the city
have called on U.S. Attorney Paul
Fishman to conduct a full investigation
of numerous claims of nepotism and
wrongful termination in the district fol-

lowing the arrests of school officials for
cheating the  school lunch program to get
free or reduced-cost meals for their chil-
dren. Arrested earlier this month were
Board of Education President Marie
Munn; Angela Lucio, ex-wife of a school
principal; and Peter Abitanto, husband of
the district’s supervisor of custodians.

The state Attorney General’s office
has said all three deliberately misstated
their incomes to qualify for the program
at a cost to taxpayers of more than $7,000.
According to news accounts, a meal that
costs a few dollars a day can bring thou-
sands dollars in aid to a school district.

Appeals Court Removes Lewis
Name from Election Ballot

The federal Third Circuit Court of
Appeals in Philadelphia last week re-
versed itself and removed former Olym-
pian Carl Lewis from the November bal-
lot for state Senate nine days after order-
ing him back on the ballot, according to
published reports.

The ruling came down to a mail-in vote
Mr. Lewis cast in California in May 2009.
New Jersey statute requires candidates for
State Senate to reside in New Jersey four
consecutive years. The law for Assembly
is two years residency. Mr. Lewis was
running for Senate in the Eighth Legisla-
tive District in Burlington County.

Mr. Lewis was trying to run as a Demo-
crat against state Senator Dawn Marie
Addiego (R) in the Republican-leaning
District in South Jersey. The nine-time
gold medalist declared his candidacy in
April, but was soon was challenged by
two Republican leaders from the district.

Ex-Assemblyman Van Pelt
Appeals Bribery Conviction to
Former New Jersey Assemblyman

Daniel Van Pelt has appealed his bribery
conviction to the U.S. Third Circuit Court
of Appeals.Van Pelt, a former mayor of
Waretown and former township admin-
istrator in Lumberton, was convicted May
19, 2010 of accepting $10,000 in cash on
February 21, 2009 from undercover FBI
informant Solomon Dwek as part of mas-
sive corruption probe that led to the arrest
of 45 individuals. Van Pelt was accused
of accepting money in exchange for his
political influence as a local and state
official.

Van Pelt is serving a 42-month sen-
tence in federal prison at the Devens
Federal Medical Center in Massachu-
setts.

NEWEST MEMBER…Westfield Councilwoman Joanne Neylan is sworn into
the New Jersey Bar Association on Thursday, September 23 in Mayor Andy
Skitbitsky’s office. State Superior Court Judge Mark Ciarrocca, a former
Westfield councilman, administers the oath as her daughter, Elisabeth, and
husband, Kevin, look on. Mrs. Neylan was sworn into the New York Bar in 1987.

GOP Fights Old Bridge Ordinance
Allowing Out of State Pension Credits
OLD BRIDGE — A state Superior Court

judge in Middlesex County has scheduled
a court hearing for Thursday, October 13
regarding a referendum petition circulated
by the Old Bridge Republicans they want
placed on the November ballot. Over 3,000
persons signed the petition.

Old Bridge Republicans filed a petition
with Old Bridge to have a public question
placed on the ballot seeking to repeal an
ordinance passed in May by council Demo-
crats along party lines, which allows per-
sons employed by the township for a
period of 15 years or more to combine
years of service credit from another state
or locally administered retirement system
in order to retire after 25 years or more at
the expense of the Township of Old Bridge.

The GOP said Democrat Councilman
Robert Volkert cast the deciding vote to
pass the ordinance, despite the fact his
son, Michael Volkert, works for the

Township and the ordinance allows him
to combine his years of service credit and
retire significantly earlier than he would
have been able to before the amendment.

According to the GOP, the Old Bridge
and Middlesex County clerks refused to
certify the referendum petition, prompt-
ing Anita Greenberg, chairwoman of the
Old Bridge Township Republicans, to
seek the court order. The GOP also filed
a separate lawsuit in state Superior Court
in Monmouth County seeking an order
declaring the ordinance void due to a
conflict of interest that occurred when
Councilman Volkert cast the deciding
vote. That hearing will be held on Mon-
day, October 24 at 10 a.m.

Old Bridge Democrats have voted
to defend against this lawsuit by pay-
ing $5,000 to the DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick
& Cole law firm, according to the
GOP.
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Panel Provides Info For
Flooded Cranford Residents

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Asm. Jon Bramnick
(R-21, Westfield) moderated a panel dis-
cussion on Monday at Union County
College (UCC) with experts who pro-
vided the public with information and
advice on the impact of Hurricane Irene
and Tropical Storm Lee. The representa-
tives were there to answer questions dur-
ing the discussion, as well as answer
questions one-on-one afterwards

October 31 is the deadline for
homeowners and businesses to register
with the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) for disaster relief.
“Don’t’ wait for your insurance to be
settled to register” with FEMA, said
Donald Devoe, a public relations repre-
sentative from the Missouri branch of
FEMA.

“Put your application in regardless,”
Asm. Bramnick added.

When a home is deemed unsafe to live
and people are forced to stay at a hotel or
a rental home, flood insurance typically
does not cover that cost. “FEMA can help
with that,” said Mr. Devoe. FEMA will
ask for a letter from the flood insurance
company that states it does not cover
rental assistance and that the home is
unlivable.

One resident who was forced out of her
home because of the flood has received
FEMA funding to cover her rent for
about two months, but she will be dis-
placed for up to six months. Mr. Devoe
said she can reapply and FEMA will
renew the application for up to 18 months
to cover rent.

“We want to get you safe, sanitary and
secure,” Mr. Devoe said.

Gisella Martinez from Riverside Drive
in Cranford said she needs temporary
housing for six months for her family and
cannot find a lessor to sign a month-to-
month lease. She inquired about mobile
homes FEMA has available, but Mr.
Devoe said those homes most likely would
not be available to New Jerseyans be-
cause of logistics. Storage costs are also
something FEMA may be able to help
with.

Costs associated with the flood can
also be deducted come tax time. “You
would only get in excess of 10 percent of
your gross income,” said Helder
Mendonca, a certified public account.
Mr. Bramnick said someone with a gross
income of $100,000 and who incurred
$20,000 in loss and was not covered by
insurance could deduct $10,000 on their
taxes to cover the expense.

When a flood policy is denied by the
insurance company, attorney Stephen
Hehl said a homeowner could hire a
public adjuster and an attorney, as well
as, “there is an appeal process right to
FEMA.”

Mold is also an issue after a home is
flooded. “Most times” mold removal ser-
vices costs are covered under flood insur-
ance policies, said Tom Christello of
Belfor, a mold removal company. There
are two steps a homeowner can take to
ensure their home is mold-free. A flood
restoration company can come out and
remove the mold from the affected area.
Then the homeowner can hire another
company to perform post-remediation
tests that will check if mold is still in the
house. This company uses thermal imag-

ing, moisture tracking and air sampling
to test for mold, said Greg Krueger of
Lew Corp., a mold remediation com-
pany.

Even though the mold originated in the
basement, Mr. Krueger said, “The mold
can affect the first and second floors.”

He also said homeowners should make
sure the mold removal company they
hired seals doorways and airways with
plastic so the mold spores do not travel
outside the affected area and when re-
moving molded items to make sure that
they are sealed in a plastic bag and that
the bag is wiped down before it passes
through an unaffected area.

 “You don’t want them to take a piece
of moldy sheetrock and walk it through
your living room,” Mr. Krueger said. A
HEPA vacuum with HEPA filters and air
scrubbers are also necessary tools the
company should be using, he said.

For some people, their home was
flooded because the power went out caus-
ing the sump pump to stop working, and
for those who did not have back-up power,
the water breached the house. “Power
failure is not a covered cause of loss,”
said Michael Miller, a public adjuster.

Mr. Miller said, “These 50- to 100-
year storms are happening in greater fre-
quency” and encouraged homeowners to
buy flood insurance policies to protect
themselves in the future.

Contents of the home are not always
included, insurance agent Merritt Miller-
Duffy said, but optional.

Ms. Miller-Duffy said residents should
make sure to get back up sewers and
drains included on their homeowner poli-
cies because most policies do not cover
these expenditures.

In addition to FEMA offering finan-
cial help, FEMA is also offering Small
Business Administration (SBA)  loans
with rates as low as 2.5 percent to
homeowners affected by the storm.

“If you go through the SBA loan pro-
cess that loan amount will be for the
damage amount, however you can add 20
percent for mitigation,” said Chris
Benson, the unit leader for the Central
Sector of FEMA. Examples of mitigation
were re-grading a lot so water flows away
from a house, and moving utilities out of
a home’s basement.

FEMA is not giving out relief funds to
businesses, said Mr. Devoe, but FEMA
does offer low-interest loans to busi-
nesses loans up to $2 million at a rate as
low as 4 percent, he said.

“A lot of businesses in our community
are reeling after this,” said Dave Hoffman,
a businessman from Roselle Park. “I had
to get a very expensive generator because
I have big machinery in my business and
it cost more than I anticipated.”

Will Christie Run?
“There were no formal meetings or

gatherings last week as some stories have
reported. Many Republican leaders and
donors from around the country have
been urging the Governor to run but so
far he’s been resisting them,” Bill
Palatucci of Westfield told The Westfield
Leader and The Times of whether Gover-
nor would run for President.

Clarification
In a story in last week’s paper re-

garding Union County’s lease exten-
sion of the garbage incinerator, the
story should have said towns would
be able to increase their annual ton-
nages every five years, but not de-
crease the amount of solid waste they
send to the Rahway incinerator.

Amtrak Tunnel OK’d
WASHINGTON, D.C. — The U.S.

Senate Appropriations Committee has
approved a measure that includes a mini-
mum of $15 million for Amtrak to begin
design and engineering work on the Gate-
way Tunnel project.

Amtrak moved ahead its estimated
$13.5-billion Gateway project after Gov-
ernor Chris Christie canceled NJ Transit's
Hudson River tunnel project because of
cost overruns that he said New Jersey
would have had to pick up.


