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WALK TO SCHOOL...Westfield Councilman Mark LoGrippo accompanies
Jefferson School fourth grader Colm Slevin during the annual B.R.A.K.E.S.
Walk to School Day on September 21. Two children from each of the six
elementary schools where chosen by raffle and were escorted from their home to
school.  For more information on Mark’s campaign for Town Council, please visit
Mark2011.com.

Cranford Township Fights Court
Over Birchwood Developer Plan
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The proposed
Birchwood Avenue Development Project
that the township was ordered by court to
move forward with after a builder’s rem-
edy lawsuit was filed by the developer
was heavily discussed at the town hall
meeting on September 15.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) said, “Regardless of what the
court says, the DEP in this state must
issue a permit. Now, this unfortunate
flooding and disaster that has occurred
recently in Cranford, at least in my opin-
ion, it would be significant evidence that
there should not be a massive housing
project in an area that is so risky and flood
prone.”

Over 500 residents have signed a peti-
tion against the project. Mayor Dan
Aschenbach made it clear he and the
township committee were against the
development. “It’s just not Cranford –
this type of overdevelopment,” Mayor
Aschenbach said. He later expanded on
his position on the project, saying he is
opposed to any development at
Birchwood. “Nothing will get built there
as far as I’m concerned,” he said.

“The judge’s anxiety of approving this
is all over that transcript because of the
site-specific problems that are mentioned
in many, many pages. We do think we
have a good case and a case that could
stand for many, many years,” he said.

The mayor said he would go at length
to stop the developer and showed plans
for a retention basin at the site where the
proposed 360-unit and 800-space park-
ing garage are planned.

The stormwater retention basin in the
township’s plans would drain 280 acres
of stormwater runoff. It would slow down
the flow of water going into the Rahway
River and reduce incidences along Ca-
sino Avenue, Township Engineer Rock
Marsden said.

The deepening of the Lenape Park
Basin is also on the agenda, and the
engineer said making the Birchwood area
open space could help the township’s
case in deepening the Lenape Park Basin.
“It does provide benefits with open space
and flood control,” he said.

There was talk of dredging the Rahway
River too. “I know there is push back in
this area because many people don’t be-
lieve you should be touching a natural
stream, but it is something we have to
seriously look at given what we have gone
through. We just can’t have this level of
loss again,” Mayor Aschenbach said.

“Our focus is restoration — then
Cranford moves forward,” the mayor told
The Westfield Leader and The Times.

The township, with the help of Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) and Senator Frank
Lautenberg (D-N.J.), has spirited a study
through the Army Corps of Engineers,
and have thus far spent $9 million on the
first two phases of a five-phase plan. The
next two phases were put on hold because
of the $15 million price tag attached to it.

Part of the strategy to get the funds for
Phase Three and Four, the mayor said, is
to consider Blue Acres and FEMA miti-

gation funding. Under Blue Acres, prop-
erties that have been damaged by, or may
be prone to incurring damage caused by,
storms or storm-related flooding, are eli-
gible for acquisition by the state.

Former mayor Michael Plick attended
the meeting and asked about the potential
of Blue Acres funding. Mayor
Aschenbach said he was told a lot of
money would be available for Blue Acres
funding. But, he said, “The problem with
that is that they pay prevailing market
rate and for many people today that may
not be enough.”

“I don’t even want to advocate this
either. There was a suggestion, maybe
Riverside Drive, that we have a program
for every one of these homes to be bought
and maybe once the levy is raised it
[floodwaters] is gone through the middle
of the street than where it is in. Three of
those foundations caved in during Floyd
and now it is caved in again. How many
more times will FEMA pay for that?,” the
mayor questioned.

He suggested having a meeting with
those homeowners to discuss this option.

Phase Five, at an additional expense,
would be to build a pump station at the
end of Park Drive and take water from
Dreyer’s Farm and the surrounding area
and pump water back into the river. “It is
probably not eligible (for county or state
funding) because it is largely a drainage
project,” the mayor said.

Another area that was underwater
was the future site of the Riverfront
Project on South Avenue that will house
a four-story building with 127 housing
units, as well as retail and office space
and a banquet facility. A hotly con-
tested project that saw a planning board
vote this year split 5-4 after the devel-
oper asked for a fourth floor and more
units in exchange for an impact fee that
the township committee passed 3-1, as
well as residents opposing the develop-
ment.

The mayor said the township commit-
tee is still planning to go ahead with the
project as it’s under construction and has
DEP permits issued already. The town-
ship has already banked the $765,000 in
impact fees. This development started as
a 90-unit housing development, and then
the town fell victim again to another
builders remedy lawsuit.

This brings the question of its own
impact on increased flooding. The mayor
was not concerned, saying there was a
warehouse there before.

During Irene, “We recorded an addi-
tional 1.8 feet additional from the 100-
year storm (Floyd),” Township Engineer
Rick Marsden said.

“This storm is not like one we have any
records on. It was hard; it came fast, and
it was intense in that short term. It was
like a wall of water. Other people saw it
leaving the levies as a zipper effect,” said
Mr. Marsden, who called it a 500-year
storm that hit new terrain.

“Forest Avenue was a river, the mu-
nicipal building was in the river, South
Avenue, Kilkenney’s was in the river,”
Mayor Aschenbach said. “This storm was
much bigger than Floyd in cubic feet.”

Elizabeth Armstrong of Berkeley Place
said, “The river has flooded three times in
four and a half years.”

“There are real issues and I believe
they are not being fully addressed,” Ms.
Armstrong said. She said she fears that
some of the solutions discussed to miti-
gate rainwaters may cause flooding in
other areas. David Pringle of Walnut
Avenue whose home flooded voiced the
same concern, as did a homeowner on
Bluff Street.

Ms. Armstrong also said the future of
the township is at stake.

“Cranford will no longer be Cranford.
When you have people talking about
wanting to sell their house just so they
can leave to anyone who will buy it —
that is a very scary proposition for those
of us who love this town and plan to be
here for as long as possible.”

N.J. Eliminates Separate
Presidential Primary
TRENTON — Acting Gov, Kim

Guadagno signed bipartisan legislation on
Monday to provide for a single June Primary
Election in 2012, inclusive of New Jersey’s
Presidential Primary.

The bill, A-3777, eliminates an addi-
tional, stand-alone Presidential Primary
Election in February, providing for the
election of delegates and alternates to
political party national conventions to
occur at the regular June Primary Elec-
tion. State and local governments are
anticipated to experience total savings of
approximately $12 million, primarily
from the elimination of costs such as poll
worker salaries, ballot printing and post-
age, polling place rental and other elec-
tion-related costs.

“During ‘Super Tuesday’ in February
2008, New Jersey was among 24 other
states that held their Presidential Prima-
ries and Caucuses. The benefits to New
Jersey of holding a stand-alone election
in February for the Presidential Primary
were offset by the number of other states
that opted for an early February Primary,
as well as the additional cost to taxpayers
of holding a separate election,” said Act-
ing Governor Kim Guadagno, who also
serves as the Secretary of State.

“Returning our state to a single June
Primary Election in 2012 is a
commonsense move that will provide
meaningful savings to the state and local
taxpayers without diminishing New
Jersey’s role in the presidential nomina-
tion process,” Ms. Guadagno said.

The deadline to register for the upcom-
ing Tuesday, November 8 General Elec-
tion is Tuesday, October 18.

CF/GW Bus to Eliza.
To Be Discussed Oct. 3

SOMERVILLE – Elected officials,
transportation professionals and the pub-
lic are invited to the next Raritan Valley
Rail Coalition meeting on Monday, Oc-
tober 3 at 8:30 a.m. at the Somerset
County Administration Building, located
at 20 Grove Street in Somerville.

The featured speaker will be Tom
Schulze, senior director, New Jersey Tran-
sit Capital Planning. He will discuss NJ
Transit’s Union County Bus Rapid Tran-
sit Study, which will examine the feasi-
bility of providing rapid bus transit ser-
vice connecting Cranford/Garwood to
the City of Elizabeth. The meeting will be
held in the third floor Freeholders Meet-
ing room in the administration building.
Free parking for the meeting is available
adjacent to the building in the Bernie
Field Parking Deck.

For questions, directions or more in-
formation about the meeting, contact the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition at (908)
231-7021, by fax at (908) 707-1749 or by
e-mail at rvrc@co.somerset.nj.us.

 

Day and Evening Appointments 
Denture Lab on Premises • Minutes from Rt. 22 

Dr.�Robert�V.�Scalera,�Jr.,�Director�

567 Park Ave �����Scotch Plains NJ 

908-322-7800

USE THEM OR LOSE THEM… 

DENTAL BENEFITS DON’T CARRY OVER! 

  

 

For Kids
Exam � digital x-rays  

Cleaning � fluoride 

New patients only � Reg. $220 

expires 12/31/11 CN 

For Adults
Exam � digital x-rays  

Case presentation 

New patients only � Reg. $295 

 Expires 12/31/11 CN 

DDoonn’’tt wwaaiitt uunnttiill DDeecceemmbbeerr ttoo ssttaarrtt 
ttrreeaattmmeenntt..  Call today and avoid the 
year-end rush!  

  

MMaaxxiimmiizzee  yyoouurr  ttrreeaattmmeenntt  wwiitthh  ttwwoo  

yyeeaarrss  wwoorrtthh  ooff  iinnssuurraannccee..    SSttaarrtt  nnooww  

wwiitthh  aannyy  rreemmaaiinniinngg  22001111  ccoovveerraaggee  

aanndd  ccoommpplleettee  ttrreeaattmmeenntt  wwiitthh  22001122  

bbeenneeffiittss..    
 

Most insurance plans accepted 
No insurance? 

Interest free financing available 

IT’S HISTORIC

SAVE TO 70%
Stickley
Shifman
Kindel

Henkel-Harris
D.R. Dimes

EJ Victor
Hancock & Moore

Harden
French Heritage

Friedman Mirrors

EVERYTHING MUST GO!
What’s here today may be gone tomorrow!

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069
valleyfurnitureshop.com (908) 756 - 7623 

M o n d a y  -  S a t u r d a y  1 0 : 0 0 - 8 : 0 0  •  S u n d a y  1 2 : 0 0 - 6 : 0 0

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite Heirloom Reproductions

Specia l  Savings  On New Orders  Too!

THE $5 MILLION
RETIREMENT SALE

STICKLEYKINDEL

STICKLEYD.R. DIMESHENKEL HARRIS

WE’LL PAY THE SALES TAX:9/29-10/02*
*Excludes Shifman Mattresses and Boxsprings & Special Orders

Bramnick Top Leg.
WESTFIELD — The Law and Justice

faculty of Rider University have an-
nounced that Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) has been
named recipient of its annual Law and
Justice Distinguished Achievement
Award. Mr. Bramnick will be recognized
at a luncheon on the school’s campus on
Thursday, October 27 at 11:30 a.m.

Union County to Receive $300,000
For Displaced Workers From Hurricane

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — Union County is to re-
ceive $300,000 to assist workers who
were either temporarily or permanently
displaced due to Hurricane Irene that
caused widespread flooding last month.

“We will work up a program that we can
assist in,” Union County Director of Hu-
man Services Frank Guzzo told the free-
holders at last Thursday’s agenda meet-
ing. He said the county would run the
program through its One Stop offices lo-
cated in Elizabeth and Plainfield. One
Stop provides services for the unemployed
to assist them in gaining employment.

The money is part of a $2.6-million
National Emergency Grant awarded to
New Jersey. The state was awarded $7.8
million in total, but the remaining funds
will not be released until the state shows
a need for those additional dollars, ac-
cording to a press release on the state’s
Department of Labor and Workforce
Development (LWD) website.

The grant can be used for businesses to
assist with job-training costs for displaced
workers. According to the LWD, the
grant can be used for on-the-job training
“to allow businesses to hire workers to
assist in disaster-related clean-ups and
responses. Those activities include tree
and debris removal, construction, pro-
cessing insurance claims, building sup-
plies sales, materials transport, utility
work, call and claims centers staffing,
and infrastructure cleaning and repair.”

County Manager Al Faella said the
county would be looking to assist
Cranford, which was particularly hit hard
by the August 27-28 storm.

“We are going to work with the
Cranford Downtown Redevelopment
Association and our Union County Eco-
nomic Development Corporation to as-
sist,” Mr. Faella told the freeholders.
“Some of the businesses in Cranford were
hit very hard by the hurricane, so we are
going to try to see if we can provide them

some assistance with these dollars.”
New Jersey Labor and Workforce De-

velopment Secretary Hilda Solis said in a
press release last week that the federal
grant would fund 500 temporary jobs for
workers to repair the “tremendous dam-
age to public infrastructure, which might
include roads, bridges, utilities, schools
and recreational areas” statewide.

In other business, Ron Zuber, deputy
director of the Department of Parks and
Community Renewal, requested a reso-
lution so the county can apply for a Grow
and Game Funding Grant from the United
States Tennis Association.

Mr. Zuber said the county has already
submitted a grant request for $74,000 for
improvements and new tennis programs
at county tennis courts located at Cedar
Brook Park in Plainfield, Unami Park in
Cranford, Garwood and Westfield, and
Warinanco in Elizabeth and Roselle.

“We were approached by various tennis
groups from throughout the county” to ap-
ply for the grant, Mr. Zuber told the board.
“Our courts are lying dormant in some
cases...So we really want to, as the title of the
grant states, grow the game a little bit by
doing junior programs and in some places
we’re doing a disability program.”

He said the grant also would be used to
resurface tennis courts and hire mainte-
nance workers for the clay courts at
Warinanco. Mr. Zuber said the county
should know within 30 days if it will be
awarded the grant.

The freeholders also considered a re-
quest for a $68,083 change order by GPC
Inc. of Millburn for interior alterations
and expansion work for the Ruotolo
Building in Elizabeth. The work will
bring the total contract to $997,083.

Joseph Graziano, director of engineer-
ing, public works and facilities, said the
money is being used to convert a former
county daycare center for children of
employees to office space for the county
prosecutor’s office.

He said the total project costs are being

brought down as county craftsmen, such as
plumbers and carpenters, are doing a lot of
the work such as installing walls, ceilings,
tiles and electrical and plumbing fixtures.
He said the estimates on outsourcing the
work initially were around $2 million.

As part of that work, his department
requested a $302,298 contract to Bayway
Lumber of Linden to provide materials to
the county over a two-year period. Mr.
Graziano said the county “has been buy-
ing a lot more material on our own and
doing the work.” “We’ve had [to pur-
chase] $200,000 worth of materials to do
that job ourselves, but we are not going to
incur any of the other costs,” he said.

The engineering department also re-
quested a resolution to authorize a con-
tract with Pennoni Associates, Inc. of
Edison for professional engineering ser-
vices for a traffic study for the county
complex at Elizabeth Plaza in Elizabeth.
The $70,000 study will look at the impact
a new parking garage for county employ-
ees, Union County College students and
City of Elizabeth workers will have on
traffic patterns. Officials said Elizabeth
is planning to install additional traffic
signals and the county might do so as
well based on the study.

The 1,500-space garage, located at
Caldwell Place at Elizabethtown Plaza, is
part of a partnership with the county, the
City of Elizabeth and Union County Col-
lege Elizabeth campus and is expected to
open in October.

Resolutions for acceptance of $300,000
grant, Bayway Lumber, Pennoni,  GPC
and the tennis association were approved
at Tuesday night’s regular board meeting.

GOP  Endorses Codey
ROSELAND — Democratic State

Senator Richard Codey, former Acting
Governor, has been endorsed by 10 Re-
publicans from his district. Mr. Codey’s
27th Legislative District now includes
several towns from Republican-domi-
nated Morris County.


