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Christina Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanood Times
CONGRATULATIONS...At the last Garwood Council meeting, police officers are sworn in to their new rank by Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi. Pictured, left to right,
are: Sgt. Sam Rocco and his wife, Jen; Lt. Douglas Stoffer and his wife, Michele, and Lt. James Wright with his wife, Allison; daughter, Lily, and son, Owen.

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SERVE AND PROTECT FANWOOD...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr swears
in the borough’s newest police officer, Patrolman Michael Rusin of Scotch Plains.

FestiFall by Betsey Burgdorf and
Paul Lachenauer

VOTE NOVEMBER 8th FOR TIM VAN EPP 
FOR 1st WARD TOWN COUNCILMAN
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Tim Van Epp
for Westfield Town Council

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood Council
The Pointe townhouses filed a suit

seeking reimbursement from the bor-
ough to pay for plowing the drive-
way, and other such maintenance for
the town homes. “We will know in a
couple weeks where we are going
with it,” Mr. Triarsi said. “This is like
your private driveway. We don’t plow
private driveways,” he said.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco asked
on behalf of a resident when the tran-
sit village report will be made public.
The mayor said she has three copies.
She said the transit village is on hold
and it appears that NJ Transit is push-
ing a light rail-type bus that would
ride from Plainfield down to Eliza-
beth to Newark Airport and it would
stop in each town with parking. She
said Roselle Park and Cranford are
very interested. She said the bus would
run along North Avenue in Garwood,
and in other towns NJ Transit has
land it could use for the route.

A labor attorney to assist with po-
lice negotiations was approved by
the council on the consent agenda
during the regular meeting. “It would
be in our benefit this year,” the mayor
said during the workshop. “Especially
with the changes that came down
from Trenton.”

During the regular meeting com-
mittee reports, Shared Services Com-
mittee Chairman Jim Mathieu said

he would like to have a representative
from Trenton come in to present the
analysis of the shared services study
of the law enforcement completed on
July 1. “It is their impressions. Any-
thing we do or don’t do is up to us,”
he said.

Councilman Lou Petruzelli said he
would like Garwood to place another
lighted sign, like the one at borough
hall, on the north side.

Resident Rosemary Snow gave her
thanks to Police Chief Bruce
Underhill for ensuring the safety of
the children from Cranford using
Washington School while Brookside
is being cleaned up after Hurricane
Irene. “Those children are all taken
care of by his staff. He is to be con-
gratulated for the efforts he put into
that schedule. And his fellow officers
are to be congratulated, too,” she said
during the public comment portion
of the workshop meeting.

“The officers here do not disap-
point,” the mayor said.

Recreation Commission liaison Ms.
Todisco announced that the children’s
Halloween ceramics will take place
on October 25 from 3 to 4:30 p.m. and
ceramics for women will be held from
7:30 to 9 p.m. on October 26.

Residents had submitted four
names for appointment to the recre-
ation commission, she said.

School Board liaison Keith Sluka
said as part of the new anti-bullying
policy, parents attended an anti-bul-
lying seminar during back-to-school
night.

Union County Air Traffic Noise
Advisory Board liaison Ms. Todisco
said there are two projects that may
affect Union County. “No major ac-
tion is being taken by the advisory
board,” she said. She said in July the
FAA went to Congress for an air-
space redesign and at the time the
report showed it not affecting Union
County. On October 20, the FAA will
provide more details to Congress.

“We requested a copy of the pre-
liminary plan, of the third runway in
Newark Airport,” she said, “to let
them know that people are watching
the plan in the early stages.” She said
funding issues might cause a halt of
the project.

Mr. Mathieu also noted to the board
that Garwood’s building records lo-
cated in Cranford’s municipal build-
ing were damaged in the flood and he
heard from his niece, who works there,
that the documents are going to be
freeze-dried and swept and the bor-
ough should have them in nine months.

During the citizens hearing, resi-
dent Bruce Paterson asked the coun-
cil to form a coalition with other
municipalities to oversee the Union
County Utilities Authority/Covanta
waste disposal agreement. He said
the refinancing of a bond exposes
municipalities to a risk of having to
bear the brunt of a possible failure
of the deal. He also said the mil-
lions of dollars in savings from the
refinance are not accounted for.

A county representative cancelled
a scheduled presentation Tuesday
night to the council on the waste
disposal agreement.

two constraints in addressing flood
control. One is financial, and the
mayor said county, state and federal
agencies “need to step up” to provide
further assistance. The second con-
straint is that any local flood-control
solutions “can’t affect neighbors
downstream.”

The mayor listed multiple areas in
the township that could provide addi-
tional water storage, including at the
Birchwood Avenue property that cur-
rently is slated for development of
360 residential units. Mr. Aschenbach
urged residents to sign one of several
petitions opposing the development,
which was ordered by a court during
the summer. He noted that the state
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP) has to approve various
environmental permits for the hous-
ing development, and hoped DEP
officials will see how prone to flood-
ing the Birchwood area will be if the
housing is built there. He said it was
important to “fight it to the end.”

The mayor said the retention basin
at Lenape Park and the lake at
Nomahegan Park also offered poten-
tial water storage capacity.

In other business, the township
committee also approved 12 resolu-
tions securing contracts with various
vendors assisting in the cleanup from
the August storm.
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Cranford

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
DELIGHTFUL DOGS…The annual Dog Show at The Chelsea at Fanwood took
place last Saturday. Prizes were awarded in various categories, including Best
Dressed and Best In Show. Fanwood businesses K9 Resorts and Well Groomed
donated prizes. Pictured is Bailey, a Bijan/Shitzu mix, owned by Chelsea nurse
Sandy Venezia, who is shown with her granddaughter, Kiera.

view them on that date.”
The new board members will serve

until the next school election in April
2012.

During public comments, resi-
dent Mary Post questioned the
board regarding the subscription
bus service and the eligibility of
the students who presently have
courtesy bussing. The exchange
with the board became heated as
Ms. Post stated she had been seek-
ing specific information since
March and the board did not re-
spond.

The board responded that Ms.
Post was seeking information that
could not legally be released for
safety reasons; specifically, resi-
dence locations for students. Mr.
Ruban said Ms. Post should speak
with the district’s attorney for fur-
ther clarification. A video of the
exchange can be viewed at
mountainsideschools.org/.

Ms. Baubles presented the results
of the 2010-2011 New Jersey As-
sessment, Skills and Knowledge
(NJASK) test, a standardized test
given to all public school students
in grades 3 through 8 in the state.
The complete test results are to be
posted on the district’s website this
week.

Ms. Baubles stated that
Mountainside students compared
favorably with students from Ber-
keley Heights, New Providence,
Summit and the DFG. “I’m ex-
tremely proud of every one of our
students, and I’m also extremely
proud of our staff, including mem-
bers of the administrative
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SPMC
music acts, securing the required per-
mits, overseeing the vendors and orga-
nizing the show itself. Mr. Biagini
stressed that no antique cars are in-
cluded so as not to compete with the
antique car show set for Scotch Plains
Day this Sunday, October 2.

Mr. Biagini said a “very heavy”
advertising campaign is being planned,
including spots on WDHA radio and
Comcast TV and ads in local newspa-
pers. The next edition of SPMC’s quar-
terly magazine, Simply Scotch Plains,
which is being mailed later this week,
will contain information on the car
show. Mr. Biagini noted that this edi-
tion is being mailed not only to every
resident and business in Scotch Plains,
but also every resident in Fanwood.

in the state assessments to better ad-
dress results going forward, Mr. Beese
said.

Currently, 11.8 percent of special-
needs students are placed out of dis-
trict, while the state level rests at 8.5.
Next year, that level, as per state man-
dates, must fall to 8.0.

In other business, pursuant to recent
policy enacted at the state level, the
board approved anti-bullying special-
ists at each school. At the elementary
level, April Chestang will serve
Brunner, Evergreen and School One.
Cezsari Medley will take on the role at
Coles and McGinn. In the middle
schools, Christina Krasovsky and Ja-
son Cross will serve in Park, while
Denise Palozzola and Maryann Degnan
will act in Terrill. The board also hired
Caitlin Taggart as its overall anti-bully-
ing coordinator; she also will serve as
the high school’s specialist.

In last week’s police blotter, it was
noted that Scotch Plains JV Soccer
Coach, John Turnbull, 52, of Scotch
Plains, was arrested and charged with
making alcohol available to a person
under the legal age to purchase an
alcoholic beverage after he was seen
allegedly supplying alcohol to two 17-
year-olds at a Westfield restaurant. Due
to the sensitivity of the personnel mat-
ter, Ms. Hayes could not comment to
The Times when asked about his job
status.

According to a story on nj.com, it
was revealed that the boys were mem-
bers of the soccer team and that Mr.
Turnbull has been suspended. On the
personnel agenda for the board meet-
ing, the board appointed Ken Ellsworth
as “substitute JV Soccer Coach” for a
period between September 23 and
November 5 at a pro-rated per-diem
coach stipend.
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Scotch Plains BOE

Scanlon: No Apology
Needed on MusicFest

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — Union County Free-
holder Chairwoman Deborah Scanlon
said she did not feel an apology was
warranted from the county following
the release of a report by the
prosecutor’s office highlighting the
lack of full financial accounting re-
ports from the county and its vendors
for the operation of the 2010
MusicFest event held in Clark.

Mrs. Scanlon’s response followed
an exchange with Tina Renna, presi-
dent of the Union County Watchdog
Association, who read a Star-Ledger
editorial that said the county should
cancel the annual multi-day concert,
which includes the Union County
Fair. Mrs. Renna was later ejected
from the meeting after yelling at the
board from the audience.

During his remarks, Freeholder
Vice-Chairman Al Mirabella acknowl-
edged that proper controls were not in
place in 2010 and were added for this
year’s event held two weeks ago.

Attendees this year were given
parking receipts as they arrived.

(Please see complete report in next
week’s issue).

team…our students have performed
beautifully and have demonstrated
that they are truly exceptional.”

She said that 67 percent of third-
grade Mountainside students were
deemed proficient in mathematics and
16.5 percent were deemed as advanced
proficient. For comparison, roughly
64 percent of students from Summit
were deemed proficient and 17 per-
cent were deemed advanced profi-
cient.

The next BOE meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, October 18, at
7:30 p.m. at Beechwood School.


