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Courtesy of Tom Kranz
TOP DOG…The annual Dog Show at The Chelsea at Fanwood took place last Saturday. Prizes were awarded in various
categories, including Best Dressed and Best In Show. Winning Best In Show was Milly, 4, a Cavalier King Charles Spaniel.
She is pictured with owner Allie Erlichman, whose grandfather is a Chelsea resident.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
FANWOOD DEM SUPPORT...Congressman Frank Pallone (D-6th), speaks in
support of the Fanwood ticket of Mayor Colleen Mahr, Councilman Russ Huegel
and council candidate Kevin Boris during a barbecue Monday in Fanwood at
Mayor Mahr’s home.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TWIRLING TOTS...After having their faces painted, two young ladies enjoy a
ride at FestiFall, held Sunday in downtown Westfield. The annual event attracts
people from all over and offers a variety of vendors providing food, fun, rides and
crafts.

SPF-BOE OK’s Shared-Services;
Personnel and Anti-Bullying

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
enacted three shared-services initia-
tives last Thursday designed to lower
costs and to increase revenue to the
district. Additionally, a substitute JV
soccer coach was named and anti-
bullying specialists were approved.

First, the board will join with the
Borough of Fanwood and Township of
Scotch Plains on a joint refuse-disposal
bid. This marks the first time all three
entities have worked together on this
project. In a move that will save $75,000

a year, the BOE awarded the bid to
Giordano Company of Newark, whose
$222,000 figure was more than $80,000
less than the second lowest bidder,
Interstate Waste Service, at $306,000.
The BOE’s portion will amount to
$54,368 annually, “saving the town-
ship a substantial amount of money,”
Business Administrator Anthony Del
Sordi said.

Second, the board approved a shared-
service agreement with the Hillside
Board of Education on maintenance
services. Mr. Del Sordi explained that
the agreement would permit Scotch
Plains-Fanwood staff to work along-

side Hillside’s.
“It can generate some funds for us

while assisting another town by pro-
viding them with our expertise,” he
noted. Hillside would pay the SP-F
BOE for parts and labor, as SP-F staff
assists with certain electrical, plumb-
ing or vehicle-maintenance functions.
Mr. Del Sordi said regulations have
become more stringent and work has
become more specialized recently. In-
stead of looking at the marketplace and
paying the going rate for these ser-
vices, a town such as Hillside would
prefer to enter into a shared agreement
with Scotch Plains at a much fairer
cost, he said. The agreement will run
through June 30, 2012.

Mr. Del Sordi said the district is
interested in establishing a similar ar-
rangement with Berkeley Heights.

The BOE also reached an agree-
ment with the Morris County Coop-
erative Pricing Council (MCCPC).
Mr. Del Sordi spoke of the savings
this also generates by not having to
go out to bid; instead, member com-
munities save money through the
cooperative public-bidding process.
Scotch Plains renewed its member-
ship for five years, through 2016.

Special Services Coordinator Tho-
mas Beese presented a thumbnail of
the district’s new corrective action
plan as a way of both improving test
scores and decreasing the number of
special-needs students who are sent
out of district.

In the state-administered proficiency
tests, there are several sub-categories
that need to exhibit improvement in
their test scores. In the 2009-2010
Scotch Plains-Fanwood district report
card, in all grade levels, students with
disabilities failed to reach the required
proficiency percentages.

Speaking with The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times after the meeting, Su-
perintendent Margaret Hayes said,
“Special education is a challenge for
us; when it comes to passing the state
assessments, we need to work harder.”

Mr. Beese spoke of offering more in-
district programs, including those re-
lated to transitional placement and job
skills, as a way of retaining more spe-
cial-needs students in Scotch Plains-
Fanwood. The district also has brought
in staff to help with specialized feed-
ing. Still, however, he said he would
not be reluctant to send a student out of
district if the child’s needs were better
suited elsewhere. The district also is
analyzing data on those who struggled
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Scotch Plains MC Sets Car Show
Oct. 9 Featuring Newest Models

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Management Corporation
(SPMC) is finalizing plans for what
it is dubbing “The Scotch Plains
Family Car Show,” set for Sunday,
October 9, from noon to 5 p.m. on
East Second Street.

David Biagini of
FirsTEAManagement, SPMC’s man-
ager, told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times this week that “new cars will be
the centerpiece” of the afternoon’s pro-
gram and that SPMC and G-Wiz Enter-
tainment, which is operating the show,
have already received commitments
from a number of area Cadillac, Honda,
Nissan, Lexus and Volkswagen
dealerships to display their cars.

 The show, he said, “will let people
compare new cars without going from
dealer to dealer to dealer.” In addi-
tion, Mr. Biagini said, there will be

some “exotic” cars on display along
with motorcycles and pre-owned cars.
At 1 p.m. that afternoon, the new cars
will be slowly paraded down East
Second Street from Park Avenue to
Willow Avenue.

At least a dozen local merchants
will be on hand that Sunday afternoon
along with WDHA radio from 2 to 4
p.m. A live pop and rock band, New-

born Kings, will play for most of the
afternoon, supplemented by a DJ.

The October 9 event is SPMC’s first
major event since its operations and
management were overhauled in early
2010. Besides securing the car show
participants, G-Wiz Entertainment,
which is being paid $3,900 for its ser-
vices, is handling the booking of the
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Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CENTURY OF SERVICE...Mountainside Mayor Paul Mirabelli congratulates
the Mountainside Fire Department (MFD) as the community celebrated the
department’s 100th anniversary on Saturday. Pictured, left to right, are:  Asm.
Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield), MFD Chief Pete Esemplare, Asw. Nancy Munoz
(R-21, Summit), Mayor Mirabelli, Councilman Glenn Mortimer and MFD
President Dan Clark.

CF Mayor Reviews Strategies
To Address Recent Flooding

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – One month after
Hurricane Irene dumped up to 12
inches of rain and caused flood dam-
age to homes and businesses that
resulted in several million dollars in
clean-up costs, Mayor Daniel
Aschenbach laid out a series of ac-
tions that are being taken or are under
consideration to address a variety of
issues arising from last month’s se-
vere flooding.

At the township committee’s meet-
ing on Tuesday, the mayor said the
township government is seeking ad-
ditional assistance from higher levels
of government to help defray the
costs of the cleanup from the August
27-28 storm, which he said was a
“substantially larger storm” than the
September 1999 tropical storm Floyd.
This year’s storm, he said, resulted in
eight to 12 inches of rain in a 12-hour
period, whereas the typical 100-year
storm results in 8.7 inches of rain in
a 24-hour period.

While “the community has made it
through,” the mayor said that, “we
still have a lot of work to do.”

Looking forward, Mayor
Aschenbach said the newly-formed
task force looking into the future of

the municipal building will announce
its recommendations in 60 days. The
ground floor of the building was se-
verely damaged in the storm, result-
ing in multiple municipal offices be-
ing relocated to temporary trailers in
the municipal parking lot. The task
force, the mayor said, is being asked
to “think outside the box” about a
building that is located adjacent to a
river prone to flooding.

There will be a meeting soon to
provide information to those resi-
dents interested in having their storm-
damaged homes razed or acquired.
The mayor said about 140 such re-
quests have been received, but there
are concerns that not everyone in
Cranford is aware of the program.

The Rahway River Regional Con-
ference will meet at Union County
College on October 2 to seek, the
mayor said, a “regional solution” to
the flooding situation along the
Rahway River. Representatives from
towns upstream and downstream will
attend the meeting. Additionally, the
township Flood Advisory Commit-
tee met recently and made recom-
mendations that the township com-
mittee will consider. Mayor
Aschenbach said the township faces
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MS-BOE Seeks Members;
Hears Intense Busing Debate

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The board
of education (BOE) met Tuesday
night. The search for new board mem-
bers was discussed. An intense dia-
logue regarding subscription bussing
service ensued.

Newly hired Chief School Admin-
istrator (CSA) Nancy Lubarsky was
not present, as her contract does not
begin until November 14. Departing
CSA Jeanette Baubles was present
and will continue her responsibilities
until November 3.

Board President James Ruban an-
nounced that the board has accepted
the resignation of board member
Mary Beth Schaumberg. The board
could not accept the resignation prior
to Tuesday because procedures can-
not take place until there is a public
meeting. The board previously ac-
cepted the resignation of Carolyn
Williams on August 24, the date of
the last board meeting.

Mr. Ruban discussed the process of

replacing board members. The district
placed an advertisement regarding the
vacant seats and requested interested
parties to submit a letter of interest.

The seven candidates who re-
sponded will be interviewed by the
board at a special session to be held
on Tuesday, October 4, at 7 p.m. in
the Beechwood School Media Cen-
ter. A second session is tentatively
scheduled for Thursday, October 13,
for the second vacant seat. The public
is invited to the special sessions but
there will be no public comments
allowed or video recordings taken.

Afterwards, the board will decide
who will complete the term of the
first vacant seat. The board did not
know whether another advertisement
will have to be posted.

“If we need to advertise,” Mr.
Ruban stated, “we will set that up so
that they correspond with our next
meeting on October 13. If there is
anybody else that we didn’t get to
interview on the fourth, we will inter-
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GW Turf Plan Enlarged;
‘Supermarket Suit is Over’

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil voted Tuesday night to amend the
agreement with Kinsey Associates
for engineering and landscape ser-
vices that will expand the turf field at
the athletic field complex “to as big
as it can get,” Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. She did not have
exact dimensions but said it would
not affect the budget for the field.

“The supermarket litigation is
over,” Borough Attorney Joseph CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Triarsi said at the workshop meeting,
referring to the litigation between the
ShopRite and the Borough of
Garwood Planning Board and Gold
Medal Fitness. He said he expects a
decision by the judge this Friday. “I
don’t expect the planning board deci-
sion on the ordinance to be over-
turned,” he said. In July, an ordinance
was amended to permit land uses and
expand the limits of the Community
Commercial Zone. It also adds the
sub-section health club as a permit-
ted use.


