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Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONGRATULATIONS...At the last Garwood Council meeting, police officers are sworn in to their new rank by Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi. Pictured, left to right,
are: Sgt. Sam Rocco and his wife Jen, Lt. Douglas Stoffer and his wife, Michele, and Lt. James Wright with his wife, Allison; daughter, Lily, and son, Owen.

Ted Ritter for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SERVE AND PROTECT FANWOOD...Mayor Colleen Mahr swears in the
borough's newest police officer, Patrolman Michael Rusin of Scotch Plains.

FestiFall by Betsey Burgdorf and
Paul Lachenauer

VOTE NOVEMBER 8th FOR TIM VAN EPP 
FOR 1st WARD TOWN COUNCILMAN

www.TimVanEpp4TownCouncil.com
Paid for by:  Tim Van Epp for Town Council, Alice Fertig, Treasurer

Tim Van Epp
for Westfield Town Council

BOWLING FOR VOTES...Fourth Ward Councilman Jim Foerst, center, along
with his family including wife, Cara, right,  recently held a fundraiser at Garwood
Lanes to help raise funds for his reelection campaign.

At the council meeting two weeks
ago, Mayor Andy Skibitsky said that
none of Ms. Enculescu’s property was
taken from her. The light and sidewalk
were installed in the county right of
way. Ms. Enculescu said at this week’s
meeting that Mayor Skibitsky “lied”
because her driveway is damaged from
the construction beyond the portion
that is the county right of way and has
yet to be repaired.

Mayor Skibitsky was traveling on
business and unable to attend Tuesday
night’s meeting, but Acting Mayor
JoAnn Neylan and Councilman Haas
both defended him. Councilman Haas
said that while he does not agree with
the mayor regarding the safety of the
light, “he’s an honorable person.”

In other business, resident John
Blake said that previous statements by
members of council that lower man-
power at the fire department doesn’t
effect safety is “untrue.” He said that
he thinks that Chief Dan Kelly was
told that there are going to be lower
numbers of firefighters and that he has
to “deal with it.” He said that the
council telling the public that there is
no impact in safety is disingenuous.
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date.”
The new board members will serve

until the next school election in April
2012.

During public comments, resident
Mary Post questioned the board re-
garding the subscription bus service
and the eligibility of the students who
presently have courtesy bussing. The
exchange with the board became heated
as Ms. Post stated she had been seeking
specific information since March and
the board did not respond.

The board responded that Ms. Post
was seeking information that could not
legally be released for safety reasons;
specifically, residence locations for stu-
dents. Mr. Ruban said Ms. Post should
speak with the district’s attorney for
further clarification. A video of the
exchange can be viewed at
mountainsideschools.org/.

Ms. Baubles presented the results of
the 2010-2011 New Jersey Assessment,
Skills and Knowledge (NJASK) test, a
standardized test given to all public

school students in grades 3 through 8 in
the state. The complete test results are
to be posted on the district’s website
this week.

Ms. Baubles stated that Mountainside
students compared favorably with stu-
dents from Berkeley Heights, New
Providence, Summit and the DFG. “I’m
extremely proud of every one of our
students, and I’m also extremely proud
of our staff, including members of the
administrative team…our students have
performed beautifully and have dem-
onstrated that they are truly excep-
tional.”

She said that 67 percent of third-
grade Mountainside students were
deemed proficient in mathematics and
16.5 percent were deemed as advanced
proficient. For comparison, roughly 64
percent of students from Summit were
deemed proficient and 17 percent were
deemed advanced proficient.

The next BOE meeting is scheduled
for Tuesday, October 18, at 7:30 p.m. at
Beechwood School.
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Halloween ceramics will take place on
October 25 from 3 to 4:30 p.m. and
ceramics for women will be held from
7:30 to 9 p.m. on October 26.

Residents had submitted four names
for appointment to the recreation com-
mission, she said.

School Board liaison Keith Sluka
said as part of the new anti-bullying
policy, parents attended an anti-bully-
ing seminar during back-to-school
night.

Union County Air Traffic Noise
Advisory Board liaison Ms. Todisco
said there are two projects that may
affect Union County. “No major action
is being taken by the advisory board,”
she said. She said in July the FAA went
to Congress for an airspace redesign
and at the time the report showed it not
affecting Union County. On October
20, the FAA will provide more details
to Congress.

“We requested a copy of the prelimi-
nary plan, of the third runway in New-
ark Airport,” she said, “to let them

know that people are watching the plan
in the early stages.” She said funding
issues might cause a halt of the project.

Mr. Mathieu also noted to the board
that Garwood’s building records lo-
cated in Cranford’s municipal building
were damaged in the flood and he
heard from his niece, who works there,
that the documents are going to be
freeze-dried and swept and the bor-
ough should have them in nine months.

During the citizens hearing, resident
Bruce Paterson asked the council to
form a coalition with other municipali-
ties to oversee the UCUA/Covanta
waste disposal agreement. He said the
refinancing of a bond exposes munici-
palities to a risk of having to bear the
brunt of a possible failure of the deal.
He also said the millions of dollars in
savings from the refinance are not ac-
counted for.

A county representative cancelled a
scheduled presentation Tuesday night
to the council on the waste disposal
agreement.
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acting Business Administrator
Vincent Yaniro their frustration at the
district’s transportation department
for not responding to parent com-
plaints in a timely manner. Mr. Yaniro
responded by asking all parents to e-
mail him directly with detailed docu-
mentation if problems with a bus
route are occurring.

It was also reported that two weeks
ago Mr. Yaniro and board member
David Finn met with representatives
from Vogel to discuss the problems
of over-crowding, too many stops,
buses arriving late and unfamiliar
routes to bus drivers.

In other business, a Technology
Ad-hoc committee report read by
board member Mitchell Slater in-
cluded recommendations for a future
wireless district, means for technol-
ogy funding and the pursuit of a
“district-wide digital media special-
ist or supervisor.”

In his report, Mr. Slater also noted
that the committee has instructed
Brian Aauker, the district’s technol-
ogy specialist, to conduct a wireless
survey of the district. This, he noted,
was “to determine the number of
optimal locations for the wireless
access points to provide appropriate
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Cranford Mayor

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
TOP DOG…The annual Dog Show at The Chelsea at Fanwood took place last
Saturday. Prizes were awarded in various categories, including Best Dressed and
Best In Show. Winning Best In Show was Milly, 4, a Cavalier King Charles
Spaniel. She is pictured with owner Allie Erlichman, whose grandfather is a
Chelsea resident.

storm-damaged homes razed or ac-
quired. The mayor said about 140
such requests have been received, but
there are concerns that not everyone
in Cranford is aware of the program.
(See detailed story on page 2).

The Rahway River Regional Con-
ference will meet at Union County
College on October 2 to seek, the
mayor said, a “regional solution” to
the flooding situation along the
Rahway River. Representatives
from towns upstream and downstream
will attend the meeting. Additionally,
the township Flood Advisory Com-
mittee met recently and made recom-
mendations that the township com-
mittee will consider. Mayor
Aschenbach said the township faces
two constraints in addressing flood
control. One is financial, and the mayor
said county, state and federal agencies
“need to step up” to provide further
assistance. The second constraint is
that any local flood-control solutions
“can’t affect neighbors downstream.”

The mayor listed multiple areas in
the township that could provide addi-
tional water storage, including at the
Birchwood Avenue property that cur-
rently is slated for development of 360
residential units. Mr. Aschenbach
urged residents to sign one of several
petitions opposing the development,

coverage for each school.”
Ms. Kurstedt added that the ad-hoc

technology committee’s plan was “to
embed 21st century skills into the lives
of our children in every classroom.”

Board Vice-President Richard
Mattessich noted that the finance com-
mittee was already looking into means
to finance the new technology pro-
gram proposed.

Mr. Slater stated that the ad-hoc
committee was working in conjunc-
tion with a new Parent Teacher Coun-
cil (PTC) Technology Committee.

At the last BOE meeting a status
report from PTC Technology Commit-
tee Chairman Mark Freidberg was
given. He noted there were representa-
tives from each of the 10 Westfield
schools on his committee and that cur-
rently there was an open spot for the
Lincoln School. He also added that the
committee also consisted of Mr. Auker
and Lorre Korecky, the district’s com-
munity relations representative.

Mr. Friedberg stated that the goal
of his committee was to “help meet
the district’s technology needs and
implement fundraising and financial
plans to meet those needs.” He stated
“the group would like to see a wire-
less network “everywhere through-
out the Westfield public schools in
order to support mobile computing.”

The next Board of Education meet-
ing will take place on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 4.
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which was ordered by a court during
the summer. He noted that the state
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP) has to approve various
environmental permits for the hous-
ing development, and hoped DEP of-
ficials will see how prone to flooding
the Birchwood area will be if the hous-
ing is built there. He said it was impor-
tant to “fight it to the end.”

The mayor said the retention basin
at Lenape Park and the lake at
Nomahegan Park also offered poten-
tial water storage capacity.

In other business, the township
committee also approved 12 resolu-
tions securing contracts with various
vendors assisting in the cleanup from
the August storm.

New SP JV Soccer
Coach Named

John Turnbull of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with making
alcohol available to a person under
the legal age to purchase an alcoholic
beverage after he was seen allegedly
supplying alcohol to two 17-year-
olds at a Westfield restaurant. He was
removed as JV Soccer Coach by the
Scotch Plains Board of Education.

Ken Ellsworth was appointed as
substitute JV Soccer Coach for the
period between September 23 and
November 5 at a pro-rated per-diem
coach stipend. Mr. Turnbull’s status
as Westfield High School Varsity Golf
Coach has not yet been determined.


