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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Experience won out over inex-
perience as the Elizabeth Min-
utemen broke open a closely
contested game with three sec-
ond-half goals to stop the
Cranford High School boys soc-
cer team, 4-0, at Memorial Field
in Cranford on September 13.

The first half may have been
relatively even as far as time of
possession would go; however,
the 2-0 Minutemen were able to
get off more accurate shots on
goal. On the other hand, when

the 1-1 Cougars got into Eliza-
beth territory, the Minutemen
defenders were able to clear the
ball before they could set up any
meaningful shots. The Cougars
managed only one shot on goal
in the first half, while the Minute-
men got off four. Cranford goalie
Dan Weber played the first half
and made three saves. Minute-
man Tegon Charles scored the
only goal of the half with 3:59 on
the clock.

“They get off quick shots, and if
you give them an opportunity,
they are going to take advantage
of it, and they did. They served
up some really nice balls into the
box. We were able to hold them

to the one goal in
the first half. I
think, if we got to
0-0 at halftime, it
might have been
a little different in
the second half for
us. They really
worked the ball
around nicely in
the second half,”
Cougar Head
Coach Mike Curci
said.

The Minutemen
did step up their
game in the sec-
ond half. On one
breakaway very
early in the half,
Cougar defender
Jake Waleski
managed to divert
a Minuteman’s
move toward the
goal. A few min-
utes later, Minute-
man Steve Zorilla
slanted a right-to-
left shot inside the
left post to make
the score, 2-0.

The Cougars’
best opportunity came with 34:00
remaining when Andrew Gee
lofted a shot into the box where
Tom Fitzgerald got off a great
header that, for a while, had
appeared to be a score. But it
was not!

“Even I thought that ball was in
from the sidelines. It would have
made it 2-1 and maybe change
the momentum a little bit and
get our heads back into the game.
That was the pin in the balloon,”
Coach Curci said.

With 23:47 on the clock, Min-
uteman Christian Martinez
launched a free kick from the

right side that deflected off the
left post for a score. With 8:00
remaining, Zorilla, on a feed from
Gustavo Zambrera, tallied the
final goal.

“Elizabeth is a very nice team.
They move the ball around very
well. I think we hung with them
well in the first half. We got out of
our game a little bit in the second
half, and they were able to take
advantage. We lost a couple of
marks in the back, but that’s due
to inexperience. We have eight
new starters. We had a lot of
young guys out in the field in the
second half. I’m not concerned.
We are going to be all right. I
know we can move the ball
around, but it’s going to take

SENIOR DAN WEBER 3 SAVES, FRESHMAN ZACH HOFFMAN 5 SAVES SPLIT TIME IN GOAL

Eliz. Minutemen Get Jump on Cougar Soccer Boys, 4-0

some time to put it all together,
and I am confident these guys
will do that,” Coach Curci said.

“This is a great test for us. We
will be back. I don’t think the kids
are hanging their heads in any
way. We know we got to grow,
and we want to get this team
ready for the tournaments. We
are two games in. We are 1-1.
We will be OK,” Coach Curci
added.

Elizabeth 1 3 4
Cranford 0 0 0

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HOPING TO GET THE KICK OFF…Cougar George El-Khoury, No. 6, tries
to get a kick off before a Minuteman gets to the ball in the game between Cranford
and Elizabeth.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING A BIG SAVE…Cougar senior goalie Dan Weber dives to deflect a corner kick from a
Minuteman in the first half as teammates Jake Waleski, No. 12, and Andrew Gee, No. 21, look on.

Probitas Verus Honos
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STICKING CLOSE TO HIS OPPONENT…Cougar defenseman Andrew Schneider, No. 16, keeps
a tight watch on an Elizabeth Minuteman during the first half in Cranford.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JUST A LITTLE PUSH…Cougar forward Mike Helmstetter, left, gets a little push from an
Elizabeth Minuteman defender in the first half at Memorial Field.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A BIT OF A TRIP UP…Cougar Andrew Gee, No. 21, gets tripped up by a Minuteman, and Cougar
Tom Trotter, No. 7, skirts around him in Cranford on September 13.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSING IN ON A MINUTEMAN…Cougar Dan Van Ostenbridge, No. 20, closes in on an
Elizabeth Minuteman near the sidelines at Memorial Field in Cranford on September 13.

Click “Photo Library”
for Game Photos
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WITWICK RUSHES 150 YDS, TD RUN, 29-YD TD RECEPTION; GREEN GETS 116 YDS, 6-YD TD

Cougars Rack Up Yardage; Rap Voorhees Gridders, 20-6
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

Three key interceptions and 346
rushing yards mixed with 57
yards in the air, including a touch-
down pass, led the 2-0 Cranford
High School football team to a
20-6 victory over the Voorhees
Vikings at Memorial Field in
Cranford on September 16.
Junior quarterback Reggie Green
read the Voorhees defense well
and carried 21 times for 116
yards, including a touchdown run
of six yards. He seemed to be
coming into his own in the air as
he completed six of eight at-
tempts for 57 yards, which in-
cluded a 29-yard touchdown
strike to running back Chris
Witwick. Witwick also had a ban-
ner evening on the ground, rush-
ing 150 yards on 10 carries, in-
cluding a 59-yard touchdown run.
“I think we have the ability to be
more balanced this year. We had
a couple of misreads, a couple of
dropped passes, and we had two
or three huge penalties that re-
ally hurt us,” said Cougar Head
Coach Erik Rosenmeier, who
added, “When you have two hold-
ing calls on plays of significant
yardage, those are big penalties
– 40 yards, 50-yard penalties.
Then we had a block in the back
on a long return. We can’t be
sloppy on offense.”
Defensive back Eric Garguilo had
a pair of interceptions that tossed
a wrench into the Vikings’ offen-
sive rhythm. Junior defensive
back Marvin Lewis also had a key
interception that set the stage
for the Cougars’ third touchdown.
The Cougars scored first on an
80-yard drive, which ended with
Witwick’s 59-yard sprint around
the right side in the second quar-
ter. Sophomore Troy Kettler

missed the point after. Late in
the half, the Vikings struck pay
dirt when quarterback Dan
Barone cut through for a 13-yard
touchdown. The point after at-
tempt failed, making the score,
6-6.
“We actually stopped them and
got the ball back, but we fumbled.
They got the ball on our 39, and
they ended up punching it in,”
Coach Rosenmeier said.
The Cougars had another pos-
session just before the half, had
a good drive, but could not finish
it before time ran out.
The Cougars got the kickoff to
start the second half and began a
drive, but a penalty forced a

change in possession. After stop-
ping the Vikings in their tracks,
the Cougars took over posses-
sion and engineered their next
scoring drive, which ended with
Green hooking up with Witwick
for a 29-yard touchdown recep-
tion. Kettler’s successful point
after made the score, 13-6.
On the ensuing drive, Lewis’ in-
terception gave the Cougars good
field position at the Voorhees 45.
From there, the Cougars gobbled
up the turf until Green scooted in
for a six-yard touchdown. Kettler
nailed the point after.
“[Running back] Adham McGuire
had a 12-yard run on a jet to get
us down close, and then Reggie

finished it,” Coach Rosenmeier
noted.
Both teams had decent drives in
the fourth quarter. Garguilo’s
second interception gave
Cranford possession at its six-
yard line. From there, the Cou-
gars marched downfield, taking
plenty of time off the clock, until
Green took a knee at the
Voorhees six-yard to end the
game.
The Cougars’ kicking was de-
cent, but it was hampered some-
what with the absence of punter
Ryan Williamson, who injured his
knee in the opening game against
AL Johnson.
“We missed the first extra point,

so we need to do a
better job with
that. We need to
do a better job on
kick coverage. Our
kickoffs, there’s
still areas of con-
cern. It did go well
the first week
[against AL
Johnson] but not
as well this week.
We have a sopho-
more kicker in
Troy Kettler, so
there is going to
be some growing
pains there. He’s
going to be good,”
said Coach
Rosenmeier, who
added, “The big
loss this week was
that Ryan
W i l l i a m s o n
tweaked his knee,
so he wasn’t punt-
ing. At the same
time, Chris
Folinusz stepped
in and did a good
job. He didn’t punt
an 80-yarder like
Williamson did the

week before, but he did help us
change field position. That’s an
area where the guys have to
understand that we have to im-
prove if we are going to be suc-
cessful.”
As he had in almost every game
for the past two seasons, senior
linebacker Mike Klimek led the
team with seven tackles. Junior
linebacker Nick Diaz and junior
lineman Fulinosz each recorded
five tackles.
“Occasionally on defense, we get
a little careless and give the other
team big plays. Voorhees, I
thought they played hard, but
we are making mistakes that
help the other team. The thing
about the defense is we relaxed
on certain plays. They had a very
difficult time running the ball with
anyone other than the quarter-
back, and most of those runs
were pressures off passes where
he was able to escape. We have
to understand that it doesn’t re-
ally help us to play eight good
plays in a row then take a play off
and give up 50 yards. If we get to
the point where we are playing
every play, I think we have an
excellent defense,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.
The Cougars will travel to play
North Plainfield tomorrow, Fri-
day, September 23, at 7 p.m.

Voorhees   0   6   0   0 6
Cranford   0   6 14   0 20

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…Senior Maria Guarisco (not in photo), on the field
hockey team, netted four goals and four assists in three games and leads the team’s offense and
defense. Senior Chris Witwick, on the football team, rushed for 150 yards and scored two
touchdowns against Voorhees in a 20-6 win over the Vikings on September 16.

It is in The Leader!

See Cougar Football Story

in

Page 14 – The Westfield Leader
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Cranford Seeks $5 Mil. FEMA, State Aid for Municipal Recovery
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
estimates it will cost $5 million
to repair damages to municipal
properties and to remove debris
from township streets due to
flooding caused by Hurricane
Irene. Floodwaters of the
Rahway River rose to record
heights after 10 inches of rain-
water pummeled the area the
last weekend in August. Water
flowed through the ground level
of the municipal building on
Springfield Avenue. The build-
ing was shut down. Municipal
operations were temporarily
moved to Westfield and to trail-
ers.

Mayor Daniel Aschenbach told
The Westfield Leader it would
cost about $2 million to get the
ground level of the municipal
building back up and running
again. Costs for removing the
debris, currently topping 70 tons
from over 1,600 homes, is esti-
mated at over $3 million, he
said. Costs from municipal road
damage, the cleanup of
Brookside Elementary School,
which is closed currently due to
flooding, and the damages to
the Cranford Canoe Club are not
known at this time.

Seventy-five percent of the
township’s total cost in dam-
ages due to Irene could poten-
tially be reimbursed through
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) funds, with Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7) urging the
state to foot the bill for the
remaining 25 percent.

The township committee,
along with Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield), As-
semblywoman Nancy Munoz (R-
21, Summit), Township Engi-
neer Rick Marsden and Police
Chief Eric Mason, held a town-
hall style meeting last Thursday

night at a packed Cranford High
School auditorium to discuss the
effects of Irene.

FEMA has given Union County
full designation as a disaster
area, Asm. Jon Bramnick said.
“That doesn’t mean that they’re
giving grants, and that is why
you have to go to FEMA for that,”
he told residents, who are re-
sponsible for submitting their
own claims.

Asm. Bramnick is also holding
a roundtable on Monday, Sep-
tember 26 at Union County Col-
lege with experts in the field
related to insurance, cleanup of
mold, insurance coverage issues,
and more, and has offered to
meet with residents one-on-one
at his office or on the phone and
help them get their insurance
claims answers received more
expeditiously.

“We are trying to rebuild and
put our lives back together as

best we can,” Tom Haddon of
Belmont Avenue said, and asked
for help with contacting the com-
missioner of the Department of
Banking and Insurance to be ac-
tive in getting reimbursements
from insurance companies that
have been lax in responding to
homeowners’ claims, he said.

The first step of moving on is
the massive cleanup of the wa-
ter-soaked debris piled on curbs
throughout the township that
began September 6 and is un-
derway. The township has hired
a private hauler to remove the
debris, with the help of Union
County, Union Township and the
state Department of Transporta-
tion.

On Friday, the hauler began
to remove the garbage from the

Cranford conservation center
until the trash can be moved to
a landfill in Pennsylvania. “We
are concerned about the health
impact of remaining debris,”
Mayor Aschenbach told The

Leader.

The mayor said there would be
more than one cleanup, but
“there will be a time limit some-
time placed on it because it is a
very, very expensive ordeal we’re
in the middle of.” The township
has also agreed to waive permit
fees for the victims to rebuild
what they lost in the flood.

Many residents came to the
microphone to tell their tales of
never-before-seen flooding at
their homes, some water levels
filling basements and breaching
the first floor of homes, where
some said in the past had barely
reached their lawns. Pictures of
people rowing canoes down river
water-filled streets, and water
gushing through neighborhoods,
were shown on the presentation
screen.

One resident chose not to
evacuate, with the security in
knowing his house had never
flooded given its slight elevation.
“Our entire basement flooded out
almost to the first floor,” he said.
“I got water from both sides.”

While the north side of Cranford
is thought of as the flood-prone
area, the mayor said the south
side also was impacted. A home’s
foundation caved in on Bluff
Street, a small street off of Wal-
nut and Lincoln Avenues.

Catherine Alexander of 56
Crane Parkway, behind Hillside
Avenue School, said her home
was outside the 100-year and 500-
year storm. “We were inundated
with sewerage. It was bubbling up
and filling my basement,” she said.
“The river was flowing past my
garage door at approximately five
miles per hour, well over three
feet deep.”

And on the north side on Lehigh

Avenue, a tree fell into a roof
during the storm, Mayor
Aschenbach said. “Twelve
[homes] were severely damaged
with basement cave-ins or trees;
whether they were condemned,
I don’t know,” he said.

The worst hit residential area
was Balmiere Parkway, Doering
Way, Riverside Drive, and the
adjoining streets, all surround-
ing Nomahegan Park, the mayor
told The Leader. “But I would
say, also, many had significant
damage and none had flood in-
surance. They were not in the
flood zone and may have signifi-
cant out-of-pocket expense,” he
said.

The Kilkenny House on South
Avenue across from the train
station was one property with-
out flood insurance that had
flooding through the basement
up to the whole restaurant and
bar area. The owner of the busi-
ness, the mayor said, is gutting
the place and plans to reopen
next month.

The status of the Cranford Ca-
noe Club, a 100-year-old restored
building that had water up to the
roof, is unsure.

The township lost its health
department, municipal court sys-
tem, television station and com-
munications equipment.
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Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
AFTERMATH…A Cranford Town Hall meeting was held September 15 at the
Cranford High School to discuss FEMA, the effects of the flood resulting from

Hurricane Irene.
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