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New Energy. New Attitude. New You. 
UC

Open House
October 6th

7:00 PM

Trailside to Offer Tuesday
Evening Gentle Yoga Series
MOUNTAINSIDE – The popular

gentle yoga series is returning to
Trailside Nature and Science Center
on Tuesday evenings this fall as part
of the center’s adult programs. The
yoga series, for adults 18 years and
older, will begin on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 27, and run for ten consecu-
tive Tuesdays, through November 29.
Each session runs from 7:15 – 8:30
p.m.

The fee for Union County resi-
dents is $15 per class; out-of-county
participants pay $20 per class. Pre-
registration is preferred. Walk–ins
will be accommodated as space per-
mits. Participants can register for in-
dividual sessions.

The Tuesday evening yoga class is
an opportunity to learn and experi-
ence Raja yoga techniques for inte-
grating body and mind. Yoga instruc-
tor Claire M. Bay, certified by the
Chopra Center in New York City, is
returning to Trailside to teach and
guide the participants in this new

pathway to meditation.
Yoga techniques can awaken poise

and centered awareness in the midst
of everyday life. Participants will also
learn how to use nature’s healing
powers to relieve stress and its symp-
toms. Soothing music will enhance
the overall experience of the session
and light refreshments will be served.
Doors will open 15 minutes prior to
each yoga class and participants are
asked to bring a yoga mat or pillow.

The yoga class will be offered on
the following Tuesday evenings: Sep-
tember 27; October 4, 11, 18, 25; and
November 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29.

For additional information about
this yoga series or other adult pro-
grams and special events at Trailside,
please call (908) 789-3670 or visit us
on the web at www.ucnj.org/trailside.
Trailside Nature and Science Center
is located at 452 New Providence
Road (at Coles Ave.) in Mountainside
and is a service of the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

Gene & Shelley Enlow Recital
Hall to Present John Legend
HILLSIDE - Gene and Shelley

Enlow Recital Hall at Kean Univer-
sity presents a rare opportunity to
hear nine-time Grammy® Award-
winning singer/songwriter John
Legend in an intimate evening of
performance and storytelling with
audience interaction. As a special
event of the 2011-12 Season, An
Evening with John Legend will be
at 7 p.m. on Sunday, October 23.

John Legend is a multi platinum
recording artist, philanthropist and
one of TIME magazine’s “100 Most
Influential People.” He was a child
prodigy whose grandmother taught
him to play the piano. He grew up
singing in the church choir and at-
tended the University of Pennsyl-
vania where he directed a coed a
cappella group.

Family roots are important to Leg-
end and he recalled growing up in a
distinctly musical household.
“There was a piano in the house and
I learned to play and read music
early on. By the time I was eight or
nine, I was playing in the local
church for the choir. My grandma
taught me a lot of the gospel songs
and between lessons in classical
music and singing and playing in
church, I really developed my “ear.”
I always loved the feeling when
people responded to my singing
and playing so I was already mak-
ing little gospel records in high
school. I was ambitious and just
loved being onstage,” hea said.

Legend became an in-demand
session musician and songwriter,
working with such artists as Alicia
Keys, Twista and Janet Jackson. He
was soon introduced to up-and-
coming hip-hop artist Kanye West,
and the two musicians collaborated
on each other’s demos. Legend’s
debut album, 2004’s Get Lifted,
went platinum thanks in part to the
hit single “Ordinary People,” a song
he originally penned for the Black
Eyed Peas.

He went home with three
Grammy Awards for Get Lifted:
Best R&B Album, Best R&B Male
Vocal Performance and Best New

Artist. Legend’s sophomore effort,
Once Again, was released in 2006.

Legend’s musical talent has made
him a mainstream star. In 2006, he
performed at Super Bowl XL in
Detroit, the NBA All-Star Game,
and the Major League Baseball All-
Star Game in Pittsburgh.

Legend’s philanthropic work in-
cludes numerous performances at
benefit concerts all over the world
for a multitude of causes. He estab-
lished The Show Me Campaign,
through which his fans are encour-
aged to donate funds toward im-
proving the living situations and
prospects of victims of extreme pov-
erty in Mbola, Tanzania. In early
2008, he began touring with Pro-
fessor Jeff Sachs of Columbia
University’s Earth Institute to pro-
mote sustainable development as
an achievable goal.

Tickets to An Evening with John
Legend at Enlow Hall are $225 and
can be purchased by calling Kean
Stage Box Office at (908)
737.SHOW (7469), online at
enlowhall.kean.edu, or in person at
Kean University’s Wilkins Theater
Box Office. Enlow Recital Hall is
located at 215 North Avenue, Hill-
side, NJ 07205.

John Legend

DECADES OF SERVICE…Senior Scout Executive Dennis Kohl of the Patriot’s
Path Council of the Boy Scouts of America presents Alan Ebersole with his 75
Year Scouting pin. Pictured, left to right, are: Mr. Ebersole, his granddaughter,
Kristin Ebersole, and Mr. Kohl.

FW’s Alan Ebersole Receives 75-Year Scouting
Pin and Shows No Signs of Slowing Down

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – Alan Ebersole of
Fanwood recently received his 75-
year scouting pin, an honor not be-
stowed upon many. Involved with
scouting since the age of 13, Mr.
Ebersole started his journey as a
Scout in Westfield Troop 77 based
at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church.

With 75 years of Scouting adven-
tures under his belt, Mr. Ebersole
told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
his fondest first memories were the
excitement of learning how to take
care of himself in the wild, the ca-
maraderie, and the pride in wearing
a uniform for the first time. He
stayed with the troop until he was a
Junior Assistant Scout Master at
age 17.

When World War II came along,
he served in the Army from 1942 to
1945. During that time, Troop 77
kept all of the young men regis-
tered that went off to war, and the
troop was there to welcome the
lucky ones back home.

Shortly after he returned from
war, he got a call from the Boy
Scout Council asking him if he
would be willing to take over a
troop of his own. He became the
Scoutmaster for Troop 172 based in
Benjamin Franklin School in
Westfield.

Some of the adventures and
projects that he was a part of during
his 30 years as a Scoutmaster in-
cluded taking a troop of 12 boys on
an 81 mile hike across the desert in
Philmont, N.M.; serving as the Com-
missioner of the Roundtable, where
he trained other men in scouting to
be Scout Masters; serving as a mem-
ber of the Camping Committee and
the Properties Committee, where he
assisted in the day to day design and
development of Camp Watchung,
serving as the Chief of the Order of
the Arrow, which was an internal

organization within the Boy Scouts
of America, as well as serving on the
Executive Board of the Watchung
Area Council for 35 years, and hav-
ing had the honor of seeing 105
scouts reach the title of Eagle.

He was the first governor of the
Klondike Derby, a competition
where teams of scouts built their
own sled, which are then filled with
supplies and pulled, not by dogs,
but Scouts on a 4-mile trek through
the Watchung Reservation.

He had one of the largest troops
in the country at one time, and he
came in to the lives of many young
men. Mr. Ebersole was continually
touched to see the faces of those
who were once the youngest in his
troops come back as grown men in
the role of Scout Leaders them-
selves.

“Young people are our future,”
Mr. Ebersole told The Leader and
The Time. “I feel if you don’t put
time into youth, you are weakening
our country.”

Mr. Ebersole is currently involved
with the Flintlocks, an organization
formed in 1988 at his kitchen table
along with his good friend Bill
Sumner. The group consists of men
who are involved in Scouting and
is, 23 years later, still a very active
organization. Together the group
continues to build docks, latrines,
program shelters and more at Camp
Winnebago, with the youngest
member being 67. Mr. Ebersole is
currently the oldest active Flint-
lock member.

“I guess that there is a certain
amount of pleasure anyone would
derive from doing the things I have
accomplished,” he said. “I feel ev-
eryone should leave a footprint to
let the world know they came by.”

A man who seems to have bound-
less energy, Mr. Ebersole is also the
manager of the Fanwood Recycling
Center. “We do more in recycling
than any other facility in the state of

New Jersey, and we’re the best. We
are innovative, and yes, it has come
a long way!” he stated.

In the coming weeks he is to meet
with the mayor to record a program
for the local television station on a
fluorescent bulb recycling initia-
tive that he fostered by contacting
the Watchung Home Depot. He has
been with the Fanwood Recycling
Center for 25 years and his motto
is, “You just need to keep trying to

save this planet because there is no
other planet we can live on.”

Mr. Ebersole credited his late
wife, Eleanor, for his many accom-
plishments. “I wouldn’t have been
anything in my life if it weren’t for
my partner. She was understanding
and allowed for me to do the things
I wanted to do. She carried a lot of
the burden,” Mr. Ebersole said. “If
it weren’t for her and her attitude, I
couldn’t have done what I did.”

UNITED WE STAND…“Symbols,” was submitted by Peter Yuschak of Cranford
to Assemblyman Jon Bramnick’s 4th Annual Photo Contest in the State Parks
category.

SKY LINE…“Liberty Park,” was taken in Jersey City and submitted by Al
Sullivan  to Assemblyman Jon Bramnick’s 4th Annual Photo Contest in the State
Parks category.


