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Indians Stop Raiders’ Grid Efforts, 24-17
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blue Devil Gridders Rip Panthers, 22-7
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

James O’Rourke intercepted Panther
quarterback Ray Mastriani’s pass at
the BrH2O’s 34 and returned it for a
touchdown [TD] to make the score
10-0.

“They had twins to my side. They
like to run a double post out of that. I
was reading the quarterback, and I
jumped the route. People got on their
blocks, and I returned it for a touch-
down,” O’Rourke explained.

That jump in score did not initially
stop the Panthers from continuing
their running game, but when Blue
Devil flanker Peter Ondi curled back
to the line of scrimmage and grabbed
a short pass from quarterback Nate
Mitchell and turned it into a 63-yard
scoring play with 7:29 left in the half,
the Panthers were forced to concen-
trate on a passing game. Westfield
missed the point after to make the
score, 16-0.

“Initially, it was supposed to be a
swing pass to James to the left. One of
the plays we ran earlier in the game
we had a great jump on, but they put
pressure on the quarterback. Nate saw
it. Tried rolling out and tried to avoid
the pressure. I just came back around.
Saw him having trouble, then [I got]
great blocks downfield, linemen get-
ting downfield. Mike Stravach got all
the way across and got on their middle
linebacker, who was the last guy in
the back. I can’t say it was just me, the
whole team stepped up,” Ondi ex-
plained.

The Panthers did have success on
their next drive mixing seven pass
plays with five running plays to score
a TD with 1:42 remaining in the half
when running back Mike Pennella
(13 carries, 39 yards) slipped into the
end zone from the six. The point after
was good.

Westfield moved the ball around
offensively and the defense stopped

the Panthers in their tracks in the third
quarter thanks to linebacker John
Lanzano chasing Mastriani out of
bounds for a big loss to force a punt.

The Blue Devils were, once again,
on the verge of scoring, but a Panther
defender intercepted Mitchell’s pass
intended for Ondi in the end zone
early in the fourth quarter. One play
later, O’Rourke read Mastriani’s eyes
once again, intercepted at the 20 and
returned it for a TD, jumping the
score to 22-7 with 10:01 remaining.

“It was right after their intercep-
tion. I covered the flats and saw their
running back come out for a swing
pass. I was ready to make a hit on him,
but he couldn’t handle the ball, and it
came right to me,” said O’Rourke
who added, “The last couple of years,
we had some breakdowns on special
teams. We wanted to clear those up.
We wanted to come out here and play

hard and fast with them, and that’s
what we did.”

Whether in the air or on the ground,
the Blue Devils’ defense would not
allow the Panthers to see pay dirt again.
Linebacker Pat Johnson delivered an
influential hit on Mastriani (19 comple-
tions, 30 attempts for 193 yards). Line-
backer Joe Rinaldi tipped a pass and
later picked up a fumble at the Westfield
25 and returned it to the 49.

“He had that fumble return, and he
had that great tip at the end. Guys
stepping up! They are seniors want-
ing to go out the right way. That’s
what it is,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Jim DeSarno said.

“We wanted to stop their run came.
We knew they wanted to establish
that, because we are a smaller team.
We shut it down, so they had to resort
to passing. At first, they were getting
some yardage on those little short
passes over the middle, but we came
out at the half, made some switches

and stopped that kind of pass of-
fense,” Ondi said.

“We are not big. You look at us out
there, and it doesn’t look like much,
but they come to play,” DeSarno said.

Mitchell completed seven of 12
passes for 165 yards, including the
TD and the interception. Split end
Mike Stravach had a 31-yard recep-
tion and another for seven yards that
he forced his way through several
tacklers for a needed first down late in
the third quarter.

“I am really happy to see him com-
ing through. He had a little bit of
difficulty in the off-season, but when
he comes up in big games like this,
you can only be happy that he is
making contributions in the game,”
Ondi said.

Ondi had four receptions for 91
yards. O’Rourke had a 36-yard re-
ception, but it was his rushing yard-

age that really ripped the Panthers’s
defense. He finished with 157 yards
on 35 carries.

“The blocking was incredible all
night. The line was getting a great
push. We had receivers making
downfield blocks. That is the key to
running the football,” said O’Rourke,
who added, “We ran a lot of sweeps.
I was very happy with the way our
tackles got out there, the way they got
on the linebackers. Nick Calello,
Brenton Harries, both did a great job
on the outside.”

“Look at those two! The two of
them are so physically strong. They
have such great athletic ability. They
are players. Those two kids are not
going to let a team lose,” Coach
DeSarno said of O’Rourke and Ondi.
Westfield 10   6   0   6 22
BrH2O-Raritan   0   7   0   0 7

kickoff and marched 80 yards on 13
plays to pay dirt when Ariss scooted in
from the five-yard line with 5:41 left in
the first quarter. The point after failed.

The Raiders’ first series was
abruptly interrupted when Kornegay
intercepted Alleman’s pass at the
Rahway 40. After 10 running plays,
an incomplete pass and a 15-yard
personal foul call against the Raiders,
the Indians scored again on
Kornegay’s one-yard sneak with 9:23
left in the half. The point after made
the score, 13-0.

After Byers’ 33-yard kickoff re-
turn gave his team favorable field
position, it took only five plays, which
included a 32-yard bolt by Byers, for
the Raiders to score when Rice took a
handoff from Byers and hooked left
for his 18-yard touchdown with 7:00
on the clock.

With less than a minute left in the
half, Byers intercepted Kornegay’s
pass at midfield and returned it to the
Rahway 27. The Raiders got a first
down at the nine. Alleman lofted a
pass on the left corner of the end zone
to Jegede, who caught the ball, but he
came down out of bounds. Alleman
attempted another pass to Jegede, but
it was dropped in the end zone.

“That play is designed for tall
people like him. I throw up and he
goes up and gets it, but I overthrew
one and under threw the other,”
Alleman explained.

After a penalty placed the ball on
the Rahway four with eight seconds
on the clock, Alleman lined up be-
hind center, but the snap was bungled
and time ran out.

“That was my fault. I bobbled the
snap. That play was designed for a
tight end. I tried to make a play after it,
and it did not work out,” Alleman said.

“We thought we had the match-up
we wanted. We just didn’t execute it,”
Coach Ciccotelli said.

The Raiders received the kickoff to
start the second half. After two run-
ning plays, Alleman tossed a bomb to

Jegede, who exploded down the left
sideline for his 66-yard touchdown to
give the Raiders a 14-13 lead.

“That was a slant-and-go. We were
able to get the corner to bite on it.
That’s why that play worked so well,”
Alleman said.

The Indians answered with a 75-
yard, 11-running play drive that was
concluded by Kornegay’s one-yard
plunge. Kornegay hit Suggs for the
two-point conversion, making the
score 21-14 with 5:29 left in the third
quarter.

With 32 seconds left in the quarter,
Rahway’s Tyler West added a 27-

yard field goal. The Raiders put to-
gether a 15-play drive, which ended
with Murphy’s 25-yard field goal.

“Last week [against Westfield], I
didn’t make a lot of good reads on
where I was supposed to throw, but
this week we did a lot of work on that.
We were able to make plays,” Alleman
said.

“We played better than last week.
Our wide outs played well. Steven
played well, and Anthony ran well.
We did some good things,” Coach
Ciccotelli said.
Rahway   6   7 11   0 24
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   0   7   7   0 14

WBA Boys / Girls Basketball
2011 Travel Tryout Information

Basketball tryouts are open to all Westfield students interested in playing Travel Basketball in the 4
th
through

8
th
grades. Typical commitment should include at least 1 practice and 1 or 2 games a week. All players who wish

to participate in the Boys or Girls Travel Basketball tryoutsMUST REGISTER by visiting the WBA website at

www.westfieldnj.com/wba and click on the link that says “Travel Registration”.

All tryout participants should come dressed to play basketball, and bring a water bottle as we will ask that

everyone stay in the gym during workouts. The number of teams will be limited to three (3) teams in grade levels

4 & 5, and two (2) teams in grade levels 6, 7, and 8. Players in the boy’s grade levels 5, 6, 7, and 8, will participate

in an invitation-only third tryout session conducted with the assistance of an independent organization. In the

event that you make a travel team, there will be a $325.00 fee.

For questions feel free to call the WBA at (908) 654-6361, or you can email your questions to wba@westfieldnj.com

Kimberley Aslanian Haley
#1 Realtor Coldwell Banker Westfield Offices ~ Buyer Controlled Sales 2010, 2008 & 2007

#2 Realtor Coldwell Banker Westfield Offices ~ Overall production 2010, 2008, 2007

Public Open House Event ~ Sunday 1-4pm

60 Manitou Circle, Westfield

Kimberley A. Haley

Sales Associate

908.301.2004

Kim.Haley@cbmoves.com

www.KimHaley.com

© 2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Lovingly maintained by its original owners, this pristine home backs to park land offering a surround of serene views!  
Two story addition complements the already ideal  living space & quality updates in this quiet  Westfield 
neighborhood.  This four bedroom home boasts an updated Eat-in Kitchen with center island, updated Baths, Master 
Bedroom Suite, Living and Dining Rooms, Great Room with fireplace, Family Room with built-ins, Florida Room, 

hardwood floors & central air.                                 Offered for $749,000

209 Central Avenue

Westfield, NJ  07090

908.233.5555

   Coldwell Banker
         Residential Brokerage Westfield East

CALL TODAY AND 

ASK ABOUT OUR 

CURRENT SPECIALS!

Elegantly appointed 1- & 2-bedroom apartments include full-size 
washer/dryer and free basic cable. Plus, clubhouse with heated pool, 

fitness center, cyber-library and activities director who plans 
community events. Garages and storage units available.

CALL NOW!

908.206.9452
for hours and directions

www.MillenniumHomes.com

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
Union County, NJ

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GREAT CATCH BUT OUT OF THE END ZONE…Raider wide receiver Matt Jegede, No. 12, makes a great catch but lands
just out of the end zone late in the second quarter against Rahway. The Westfield Leader Publisher, Horace Corbin, left,
watches the action.

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING GREAT BLOCKS ALL EVENING…Blue Devils Joe Rinaldi, No. 43, and Nick Calello, No. 58, along with the
rest of the offense, provided great blocking all evening against the Panthers.


