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Holy Trinity School Awarded
Blue Ribbon Status

WESTFIELD – Holy Trinity
Interparochial School in Westfield was
awarded the achievement of Blue Rib-
bon status by the U.S. Department of
Education. This award acknowledges
Holy Trinity Interparochial School’s
excellence in curriculum and co-cur-
ricular activities and its high achieving
students.

From 413 nominated schools across
the country, only 304 received this
recognition among K-12 public and
private schools. Holy Trinity will be
honored at an awards ceremony in
Washington, D.C. in November.

This honor comes to 255 public and
49 private schools based on two criteria:
schools whose students are high per-
forming or schools with at least 40 per-
cent of their students from disadvan-
taged backgrounds who improve stu-
dent performance to high levels. Holy
Trinity Interparochial School falls into
the first category scoring at the highest
performance level on national tests.

The school will receive the Blue
Ribbon School of Excellence plaque
and flag at the awards ceremony to
signify its Blue Ribbon status. Blue
Ribbon Schools serve as models for all
schools throughout the nation and de-
tails of their achievements are shared
by the U.S. Department of Education.

Sister Maureen Fichner, SSJ, Princi-
pal, said, “I am very proud of our
students, their families, and our won-
derful faculty. It is their hard work and
dedication which has brought this great
honor to our school.”

Holy Trinity Interparochial School
is co-sponsored by the parishes of Holy
Trinity and Saint Helen in Westfield

and Our Lady of Lourdes in
Mountainside. It serves students from
Pre-K through Grade 8.

Union Catholic High School
Honors Victims of 9/11 Tragedy

LASTING MEMORY… Members of the Environmental Executive Board pose
with the newly planted tree. Pictured, left to right, are: Elito Tanyag, Megan
Tosato ’11 of Mountainside, Sean Sarra ’11 of Linden, Jarred Forrest ’11 of
Union, Victoria Lopes ’12 of Union, Trevor Miranda ’13 of Union, Katie Bricki
’13 of Linden, Avery McWilliams ’13 of Plainfield, Robert Vagueiro ’13 of
Hillside, Braeden Rembert ’12 of Irvington, James Pereira ’11 of Union, Princi-
pal Sister Percylee Hart and Environmental Club moderator Bill Boyar.

Valley Furniture Shop
Unique Heirloom Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 908-756-7623 * www.valleyfurnitureshop.com
Monday-Saturday 10-8 * Sunday 12-6 * Closed Wednesday

*Extra $50 on all Twin & Full Sets
**Extra $100 on every Queen & King Set 

***Extra $200 on King Premium Pillow Top Set

What an incredible opportunity to 
purchase the world’s finest mattress!

Unparalleled comfort and quality have been
the hallmarks of every Shifman mattress

since 1893. Shifman ultra-premium sets are
entirely handmade in the USA featuring 

natural cotton upholstery, a unique hand-
tufting technique, and eight-way hand-tie
boxsprings. So, don’t let this limited time 

offer catch you napping.

EXCEPTIONAL COMFORT •
NATURAL MATERIALS • 

TWO-SIDED MATTRESSES •
HANDCRAFTED QUALITY •

THE $5 MILLION RETIREMENT
MATTRESS SALE

CRYSTAL
SUGG. SALE   

TWIN EA.PC. 480 $259*
FULL EA.PC. 650 $359*
QUEEN SET 1350 $739**  
KING SET 2240 $1229**

JADE
SUGG. SALE

TWIN EA.PC. 650 $359*
FULL EA.PC. 820     $459*
QUEEN SET 1780 $999**
KING SET 2790 $1549**

SAPPHIRE
SUGG. SALE   

TWIN EA.PC. 880 $489*
FULL EA.PC. 1050 $589*
QUEEN SET 2330 $1299**
KING SET 3450 $1899** 

DIAMOND PT
SUGG. SALE   

TWIN SET 2420       $1399*
FULL SET 2960        $1699*
QUEEN SET 3240    $1849**
KING SET 4570     $2649**

SATURN
SUGG. SALE

TWIN EA.PC. 1520 $849*
FULL EA.PC. 1840     $1039*
QUEEN SET 4010 $2249**
KING SET 5730 $3249**

ROYAL COMFORT PT
SUGG. SALE   

TWIN SET 3890 $2299*
FULL SET 4670       $2699*
QUEEN SET 5520   $3199**
KING SET 7410   $4299***

Save 40% - 70%
on every Shifman style.

BANCROFT TWIN SETS STARTING AT $159 EA. PC.

IT’S HISTORIC

Erik Schoenemann Earns
Master’s Degree in Germany

Erik Schoenemann

WESTFIELD – Erik
Schoenemann, 2000 graduate of
WHS, has earned a Master’s Degree
in Inclusive Education from the
Catholic University of Applied Sci-
ences in Freiburg, Germany, with a
major in Augmentative and
Alternative Communica-
tion (AAC). He graduated
in 2005 with a BA in Psy-
chology from James Madi-
son University in Virginia.

Determined to become
fluent in German, Erik
moved to his father’s birth-
place in Staufen, Germany
after college graduation.
He worked several differ-
ent jobs while attending
language school in nearby Freiburg.

Growing up with a sister who has
cerebral palsy and is non-verbal in-
spired Erik to return to school in
Germany to study AAC. In 2007, he
was accepted into the Catholic Uni-
versity of Applied Sciences in
Freiburg, a university offering a value-
based, international and
multidisciplinary education.

Erik excelled with great enthusi-
asm and found numerous opportuni-
ties to work with disabled adoles-
cents and adults, including escorting
them on vacations in Europe, as well
as working with and advocating for
students in schools and as a personal
caregiver.

Since graduating in February 2011,
Erik and his fiancée, Eva Klescz, have
been meeting with advocacy groups
for the disabled in the Freiburg region.
Their goal is to develop a comprehen-
sive AAC consulting service for the
language impaired. In addition, they
have both been hired by their univer-
sity to teach undergrad students.

This past summer, he and Eva were
instrumental in the development of
the first AAC camp in southern Ger-
many. The camp, which included the
parents and siblings of children with

language impairment, was a great
success and they hope to continue it
in future years.

Erik is honored to have been of-
fered a teaching position in Munich
and currently is working on his doc-

torate exposé in AAC. It
will expand on his bach-
elor thesis: “Wie
sprechende Menschen die
Interaktion mit unterstuetzt
sprechenden Menschen
wahrnehmen” (How speak-
ing people perceive their
interaction with augmen-
tative and alternative com-
munication users). His
exposé will explore how to
measure progress and suc-

cess of an AAC user. He hopes that
his research will help to make AAC
more scientifically acknowledged as
a useable and workable method of
communication.

He and Eva will be married next
summer in Germany.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Berkeley Heights BOE Looks
To Options for Solar Panels

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BERKELEY HEIGHTS - The
Berkeley Heights Board of Educa-
tion (BOE) last week voted to ex-
plore the use of solar panels to pro-
vide more cost effective energy to
its schools.

Facility committee member,
Denis Smalley, told the board that
after sending out requests for pro-
posals (RFPs) and interviewing five
engineering firms, the committee
recommended awarding a contract
for $14,000 for a feasibility study
to USA Architects of Somerville,
the architect of record for the dis-
trict. The board voted to award the
contract to the firm.

BOE Vice-President Gerard
Crisonino thanked Mr. Smalley and
the committee for doing a “good
job.” President John Sincalglia, said,
“One thing USA did when they did
the roofs was to have the foresight
to make sure the roofs would be
able to take the panels.”

Mr. Smalley further said that USA
would be working with Birdsall
Serving Group of Voorhees to de-
termine how many panels would be
needed, to do a shade analysis, and
to determine the structural integrity
of the roofs. The findings will be
submitted to the New Jersey De-

partment of Education.
The firms will help the district to

develop RFPs to go to power pur-
chase companies that will develop
and install the panels.

Mr. Smalley further said USA
and Birdsall will help the district to
evaluate the proposals from devel-
opers as to cost savings, and to help
write an agreement with a devel-
oper. He said that the committee
expects to send out RFPs for a power
purchase in January or February.
He said installation of the panels
would be done when the schools
were not in session.

In other business, Governor
Livingston High School seniors
Carolyn Lanza and Alaina Uhouse
asked the board to again grant the
privilege of “Open Campus,” to se-
niors who maintain a “C” average or
above. Each year the seniors are re-
quired to write a proposal to the board.

This program allows seniors to
leave school during lunch or study
period, and to leave school early if
they have no class during the last
period of the day. Seniors must carry
a picture I.D. card which must be
dropped off at the office when the
student is leaving school and picked
up upon return, so the administra-
tion can keep tabs on the student’s
coming and going.

WF Adult School Announces
New Class Offerings

WESTFIELD - The Westfield
Adult School begins its fall 2011
semester on Monday, September
26. Class lengths vary from one to
eight weeks and start on different
dates and times during the semes-
ter. Most classes are held at Westfield
High School, 550 Dorian Road,
Westfield, on Monday evenings.

New classes being offered this
semester include glass blowing,
mixed media, biscotti making,
chocolate tasting, combat fitness,
gospel singing and dog training as
well as many other exciting
choices.

You can view all of the Westfield
Adult School’s courses and regis-

ter on their website at
WestfieldAdultSchool.com, or by
calling (908) 232-4050 for addi-
tional information. On-line regis-
tration offers convenient payment
by credit card. You can also register
by mail or in person on Monday
evenings beginning September 26
in the main office at Westfield High
School and continuing each Mon-
day evening throughout the semes-
ter, with payment by check or cash.

If Monday night is not conve-
nient, some classes are offered on
other evenings and during some
daytime hours as well at other loca-
tions. Please check the website or
the catalogue.

SCOTCH PLAINS - The students,
faculty, and staff of Union Catholic
High School (UC) joined together
to honor victims of the terrible trag-
edy that took place on September
11, 2001. UC’s Peer Ministry led
the school in a prayer service over
UCTV, which included a reading
from 5 Matthew: 43-48 and 1
Corinthians 13:4-7, both encourag-

ing love rather than destructive hate.
Previously, the Environmental

Club commemorated the 10-year
anniversary at the annual Arbor Day
celebration in the spring with the
planting of a tree in honor of the
victims of 9/11. This tree will for-
ever serve as a reminder for those
who lost their lives on that fateful
day 10 years ago.

College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Calendars On Sale Now

FANWOOD-SCOTCH PLAINS -
The main mission of the College Club
of Fanwood-Scotch Plains for almost
80 years has been to provide deserv-
ing young women in Fanwood and
Scotch Plains with financial assis-
tance for their college education.

The money is raised through sev-
eral fund-raisers during the year, one
of which is the Community Calendar.
This is the 48th year that such a
calendar has been published, and it
provides the most detailed schedules
of all events in our area.

The cover for this year’s edition
was painted by Bailey Cardinal, a
scholarship recipient for the last four
years and a senior at Fairfield Univer-
sity in Fairfield, Connecticut. It is a
view of the Christopher Columbus
sculpture gracing the Municipal
Building of the Township of Scotch
Plains, as seen through the prism of
Bailey’s life and travels.

Local advertisers have supported
the calendar from year to year, with
many being loyal sponsors for over

three decades. However, the proceeds
for the scholarships come from the
sale of the calendars.

The calendars, which cost $10 each,
are available from any College Club
member or at the following estab-
lishments: Scotch Plains Library,
Fanwood Library, Apple Blossom
Florist, Di Francesco Realty, Diva’s
Hair Salon, Norman’s Hallmark
Store, Scotchwood Florist, Young’s
Paint and Varnish. Get your very im-
portant source of local information,
and support a wonderful cause.

For further information please call
(908) 889-0200.

SERIOUS STORM DAMAGE 

REQUIRES PROMPT ATTENTION

M. MILLER & SON 
PUBLIC ADJUSTERS REPRESENTING THE POLICYHOLDER, EXCLUSIVELY.

WE KEEP POLICYHOLDERS FROM GETTING SOAKED 
ONCE THE FLOOD IS OVER.

1211 Liberty Avenue  
Hillside, NJ 07205  
Tel: 908.355.4800

Toll Free: 877MMILLER
(877.664.5537)
www.mmillerson.com

LICENSED 

PUBLIC 

ADJUSTERS

MAKING INSURANCE  COMPANIES  L IVE  UP  TO  THE IR  CLA IMS ®

SINCE 1960

  

SSt. Bartholomew Academy 
 

The Catholic Academy  
that makes a difference in your child’s life. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Serving children 
Full day Pre-K                in grades             Fully Integrated    
&  Kindergarten              Pre-K – 8th            Technology 
 

2032 Westfield Avenue 
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 

908.322.4265 
 

Call for information or visit:  www.stbacademy.org 

    
                   
     
         
    
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tickets for WHS PTSO
Raffle Now Available
WESTFIELD – The PTSO is con-

ducting a raffle to raise funds to ben-
efit Westfield High School. The prizes
to be awarded include an iPad 2 with
16 GB, an iPod Nano with 8GB and
a Kindle.

Tickets will be sold for $5 each or
five for $20 at any of the events listed
below or by contacting PTSO Trea-
surer Cathy Kattak. The drawing will
be held during half-time Thanksgiv-
ing Day. The winner does not need to
be present to win. For more informa-
tion or questions contact the PTSO at
whsptso@westfieldnjk12.org.

Tickets will be sold at the follow-
ing events: September 22, Back-to-
School Night; Friday, October 7, at
the football game; Wednesday, Octo-
ber 19, at PTSO general membership
meeting; Saturday, October 22, at the
football game; Saturday, November
5, at the football game; Thursday,
November 24, – at Thanksgiving/
Senior Day home football game.

Mum’s the Word
WESTFIELD - The Westfield High

School Marching Band Parents As-
sociation will be holding it’s annual
mum sale this Saturday, September
24, from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m. in front of
Edison Intermediate School. Your
purchases of these beautiful potted
plants help support the band.


