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Women’s Getaway Weekend
Available at Camp Hoover

AREA – Girl Scouts Heart of New
Jersey invites women ages 21 and up
to an Octoberfest Girls Getaway
Weekend Friday through Sunday,
October 14 to 16. Octoberfest is a
women’s-only event hosted by Girl
Scouts Heart of New Jersey at its
residential Camp Lou Henry Hoover
facility in Swartswood Lake, N.J.

Traditionally held the second week-
end in October when fall foliage is at
its peak, the event offers women a
weekend of varied outdoor and in-
door programming by Camp Hoover
staff, such as canoeing, a ropes course,
archery, digital photography,
geocaching and outdoor cooking,
among other activities.

Octoberfest also includes relaxing
and rejuvenating activities like pro-
fessional massages, basket weaving,
jewelry making and yoga. Camp
Hoover includes many acres of for-
est, fields, lawns and waterfront.

All meals will be served buffet
style in the camp’s dining hall. The
weekend will kick off with a Friday
evening “Welcome Gathering” that
will include appetizers and drinks.
Participants are asked to bring a bev-
erage of choice and an appetizer to
share.

Full weekend participation is $125
per person and includes four work-
shops. Friday-Saturday participation
or Saturday-only participation op-
tions also are available.

During the Octoberfest Weekend,
participants can choose to stay in one
of the heated cabins, unit platform
tents or counselor cabin.

A complete Octoberfest Weekend
Getaway brochure is available online
at gshnj.org/camps, by calling (908)
518-4400, or by e-mailing
hoover@gshnj.org. The Camp Lou
Henry Hoover facility is an entity of
the Girl Scouts Heart of New Jersey
Council Inc. camp complex.

Baptist Church to Host
Soul Surfer Screening
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Terrill

Road Baptist Church will host “Movie
Night under the Stars” this Saturday,
September 24. All are invited to at-
tend a special outdoor free screening
of the recently released feature film
Soul Surfer. Attendees are encour-
aged to bring lawn chairs or blankets.

Soul Surfer is the story of Bethany
Hamilton, who lost her arm in a shark
attack and nearly died. But she never
lost her faith. The movie is the story
of Bethany’s triumphant return to
competitive surfing.

The evening will begin with des-
sert at 7:30 p.m., followed by the
movie screening outdoors at 8:15 p.m.
Admission will be free, but registra-
tion is requested. For more informa-
tion and to register, call the church at
(908) 322-7151.

Terrill Road Baptist Church is lo-
cated at 1340 Terrill Road in Scotch
Plains. The Reverend William Page
is pastor.

– Obituaries –

St. Bart’s Rosarians
Reveal Breakfast Date
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Rosary

Altar Society of St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church will
hold its annual Communion Break-
fast on Sunday, October 2. It will take
place at Aliperti’s Ristorante, located
on Raritan Road in Clark, following
the 9 a.m. Mass. Clare Elton of Catho-
lic Charities will be the guest speaker.

St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Church is located at 2032 Westfield
Avenue in Scotch Plains. Tickets,
which are $20, can be purchased at
the rectory or by calling Clem
Sanguiliano at (908) 322-5409 or
Kitty Sanguiliano at (908) 322-8809.

Claire Agnes Sweeney Regan, 87, Was
Active at IHM and in Many Activities

Mom, Mimi, Claire, of Fanwood,
was called from this earth on Wednes-
day, September 14, 2011, at the age
of 87. Claire (née Sweeney) was born
in Bayonne to Katherine and Edward
Sweeney. She attended Holy Name
Academy and Chestnut
Hill College.

After schooling she
briefly worked for
American Express be-
fore meeting and marry-
ing the love of her life,
Michael J. Regan, affec-
tionately known as
Buddy. They were mar-
ried for 47 years before
Michael passed away in
1997. She also was pre-
deceased by her parents,
her brother, Edward P.
Sweeney, who was killed in action in
World War II, and her sister, Miriam
Cooney Wilcox.

Claire is survived by her sister,
Jeanne Nelson of Chatham; her chil-
dren, The Honorable Katherine
Dupuis and her husband, Joseph
Depa, of Scotch Plains, Dr. James
B. Regan and his wife, Barbara, of
Oak Hill, Va., Ellen Basil and her
husband, Bernard Tennyson, of
Westfield, Michael J. Regan, Jr. and
his wife, Karen, of Boston, Mass.,
Jane Regan of Fanwood and Daniel
P. Regan and his wife, Kathy, of
Scotch Plains; 13 grandchildren;
seven great-grandchildren and
many dear and loved nieces, neph-
ews, relatives and friends. Her fam-
ily and friends were the driving
force in her life.

Claire was a member of the Rosary
Altar Society of the Immaculate Heart

of Mary Roman Catholic Church in
Scotch Plains, where her family cel-
ebrated for over 40 years. She and her
husband were among the original
founding members of the parish.
Claire also was involved for many

years with the Family and
Children’s Service Com-
mittee of Union County,
having at one time also
been president.

Claire was an active
bridge player and paddle
tennis participant and as
she would acknowledge,
a mediocre at best, golfer.
She did obtain much joy
from participating in
these activities. Claire
and her husband were
longtime members of
Plainfield Country Club,

which was for them and their fam-
ily a center of activities for many
years. They met many wonderful
friends there and actively were in-
volved in the many parties, wed-
dings and socials of the club.

The funeral was held on Tuesday,
September 20, from the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. A Funeral Mass followed
at the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church. Interment took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks
that memorial contributions be made
to the Alzheimer’s Association, 400
Morris Avenue, Suite 251, Denville,
N.J. 07834 (www.alz.org/nj). For
additional information or to sign the
guestbook, visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Mothers’ Center Schedules
Fall Open House Sept. 28

GARWOOD – The Mothers’ Cen-
ter of Central New Jersey will hold its
Fall Open House on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 28, from 9:30 to 11 a.m. It
will take place at the Garwood Pres-
byterian Church, located at 341
Spruce Avenue in Garwood.

The event will offer new members
an opportunity to meet current mem-
bers and sign up for fall activities that
the center offers. Activities this fall
include mom-and-baby play groups;
Zumba; a book club; mom-and-baby
yoga, and a cooking club.

The Mothers’ Center of Central
New Jersey is a non-profit, non-sec-
tarian organization providing friend-
ship, education, outreach and sup-
port for all parents across Central
New Jersey. Throughout the year, the
Mothers’ Center offers daytime and
evening discussion and craft groups,
book clubs, morning and afternoon
playgroups, library and referral re-
sources and special events.

The center holds groups and
events at the Garwood Presbyterian
Church and the Casano Commu-
nity Center in Roselle Park. On-site

babysitting is available for most
daytime activities.

New members are welcome at any
time. For information on group offer-
ings and registration, see the news-
letter on the Mothers’ Center website,
westfieldnj.com/mccnj. More infor-
mation also is available by calling
(908) 561-1751.

New Service to Commence
At Fanwood Presbyterian

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church will offer a new and
creative service of worship begin-
ning on Sunday, October 2. The ser-
vice will be held every Sunday at
11:15 a.m. in the sanctuary.

“This service will present the gos-
pel of God’s love for all people, en-
gaging worshipers with a sense of
God’s presence through sight, sound,
touch and taste,” according to the
Reverend David Jahnke, pastor.

A praise ensemble will lead con-
gregational singing in a variety of
genres, among them folk, spirituals,
pop and contemporary, and strong
lay participation through the sharing
of talents/spiritual gifts in worship
will be encouraged.

A 4- to 5-year-old Sunday school
class will be offered after a children’s

message, while older children will be
encouraged to stay for the whole ser-
vice.

“This shift also allows our early
service to recover the richness and
breadth of reformed worship tradi-
tions, including the gifts of our grow-
ing choir, new orchestra and handbell
choir,” added Reverend Jahnke. This
service will begin at 9:30 a.m., with
children in pre-kindergarten through
fifth grade leaving for Sunday school
at 10 a.m. A nursery is available for
both services.

The Fanwood Presbyterian Church
is located at the corner of Martine
and LaGrande Avenues. All are wel-
come. For more information, contact
Reverend Jahnke at
dpj@fanwoodpc.org or the church
office at (908) 889-8891.

Eardly T. Petersen, 88, Executive;
Built Successful Vacuum Business

Eardly T. Petersen, 88, a lifelong
resident of Westfield, peacefully de-
parted to be with Christ at his home
on Wednesday, September 14, 2011,
surrounded by his loving family.

Mr. Petersen was a veteran of World
War II. In 1956, at the age
of 34, Eardly T. Petersen
was out of work. With an
unshaken belief in God that
he had done the right thing
in leaving a top sales posi-
tion in a New York City-
based textile firm, he an-
swered an ad for a sales-
man. The product he sub-
sequently was shown was,
in 1956, totally unique. It
was an all-steel vacuum
cleaner that, using a
unique, patented cyclonic
cone system (rather than a
bag), developed and then maintained
extremely high cleaning power. It
also filtered the exhaust air to the
tiny, microscopic size of three mi-
crons.

Mr. Petersen became the distribu-
tor of this machine for the State of
New Jersey and part of Delaware. He
opened three stores and hired a
workforce to help market the prod-
uct. As he went along, he added other
vacuum lines to this flagship product
– the Filter Queen – and began to
build his business.

In 1963 Mr. Petersen decided to
focus all his energy on one location,

and he sold his stores in South Jersey
and Pennsylvania (both still operat-
ing today). His Westfield, N.J. store
became the central element for a busi-
ness strategy that, over the next three
decades, added six divisions, a whole-

sale operation, and cre-
ated a customer base of
over 10,000. He was
able to enjoy watching
his staff grow with the
addition of third-gen-
eration family mem-
bers, as he continued to
be the president and an
active part of the com-
pany until his
homegoing.

Mr. Petersen is sur-
vived by his wife of
more than 64 years,
Helen, and their two

sons, Keith and his wife, Caroline,
and Doug and his wife, Patricia. He
also will be deeply missed by his five
grandchildren, Alek, Russell and his
wife, Jackie, Claire, Corinne and
Daniel. He was predeceased by his
daughter, Cheryl.

Interment was at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield following services
at the Dooley Colonial Home in
Westfield on Saturday, September 17.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made in his memory to the
Westfield Rescue Squad.
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Frank J. Sanders, 87, WW II Veteran;
Regional Manager For H&R Block

Frank Joseph Sanders, 87, of Jensen
Beach, Fla., formerly of Westfield and
Fort Lauderdale, died on Wednesday,
September 14, after a long battle with
Alzheimer’s disease.

Born in Baltimore,
Md., Frank grew up in
Jersey City, N.J. He
graduated from Snyder
High School, where he
played football. A vet-
eran of World War II,
he served as an aviation
radioman in the Navy
while stationed in the
South Pacific. He
graduated from Seton
Hall University in
South Orange in 1949
with a Bachelor of Science degree in
Accounting.

Frank worked for many years at
the United States Lines Shipping
Company, Sea-Land and H&R Block.
He was transferred to Florida in 1979
to become a regional manager for
H&R Block, where he worked until
retiring in 1993.

Frank was an avid tennis player
and golfer. He also enjoyed playing
bridge, walking and swimming laps.
During his retirement years, he
worked as a starter at a local golf

course in Florida.
He was the beloved father of

Mariclaire Stotler, Bob, John and
Brian Sanders. He leaves behind

seven grandchildren,
Drew, Michael, Kevin,
Jackie, Tim, Megan and
Lillie, and two great-
grandchildren, Charlotte
and Maddie. He also will
be missed by his son-in-
law, Andy Stotler, and
daughter-in-law, Lynn
Sanders, and his two sis-
ters, Stella Mastandia and
Louise Hudson.

Friends and family are
invited to visit at the Me-
morial Funeral Home, 155

South Avenue in Fanwood, from 4 to
7 p.m. tomorrow, Friday, September
23, and from 10 to 11 a.m. on Satur-
day, September 24. A memorial ser-
vice will be held at 11 a.m.

In lieu of flowers, donations in
Frank’s memory may be sent to the
Alzheimer’s Association, 400 Mor-
ris Avenue, Suite 251, Denville, N.J.
07834. For additional information or
to sign the guestbook, visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Margaret Hope, 90, Devoted to Family;
Supervisor For AT&T and N.J. Bell

Margaret Anderson Hope, 90,
passed away peacefully on Friday,
September 9, 2011, at her home in
New Port Richey, Fla., following a
lengthy illness.

She was born September 20, 1920
in Brooklyn, the daughter of Torgny
and Maria (Jakobsson) Anderson. She
attended schools in Bayridge, N.Y.
She met her husband, Robert
Alexander Hope, Jr., on February 13,
1946 and they were married on
September 13, 1946.

Mom worked for many years for
AT&T and New Jersey Bell as a
supervisor. She was involved in
scouting, PTA, supporting her
children in their endeavors and she
did the books for her husband’s
business. She loved boating and
entertaining her friends and family.
She led by example and taught her
children the values of honesty, loyalty,
friendship and humility. Upon
retirement, they moved to Pine Knoll
Shores, N.C. in 1980 and then to New
Port Richey, Fla. in 1985.

Besides her loving and devoted

husband, she is survived by three
children, Barbara Patterson of
Westfield, Bob of New Port Richey,
Fla. and Peggy Hope of North Adams,
Mass.; three grandchildren whom she
loved dearly, Bruce Patterson of
Westfield and Alex and Matthew
McKinney of North Adams, Mass.;
four nieces and several “adopted”
children who were her children’s
friends. She was predeceased by her
sister, Edith, who also passed away
this year.

There will be no calling hours. A
graveside service will be held on
Saturday, October 1, 2011, at the
Revolutionary Cemetery in Westfield
for family.

Donations in Mom’s memory can
be sent to Gulfside Regional Hospice,
6117 Trouble Creek Road, New Port
Richey, Fla. 34653. Mom would say
to all: “Love those who are still with
you and keep those who have passed
always in your hearts, for they are the
true meaning of life.”
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Historians to Offer Unique
Views on New Jersey’s Past
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Memorial Library will present two
unique points of view on New Jer-
sey history on Tuesday,
September 27, at 7 p.m.
The library is located at
550 East Broad Street.

Historians Jude M.
Pfister and Gordon Tho-
mas Ward will be the
speakers. Mr. Pfister is
the author of “The Jacob
Ford Jr. Mansion,” “The
Fords of New Jersey”
and “The First Decade
of the United States Su-
preme Court.” He is the
chief of Cultural Re-
sources at the
Morristown National Historical
Park Library.

Mr. Ward is the author of “A Bit

of Earth” and “Ghosts of Central
Jersey.” He is a member of Haunted
New Jersey, a group of paranormal

investigators who
make use of many
years’ worth of experi-
ence and the collection
of forensic-based evi-
dence to both dismiss
and support claims of
hauntings, especially
in historic locations.

This program is free
and open to Westfield
Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders.
MURAL cardholders
belong to libraries that
are part of the

Middlesex Union Reciprocal Agree-
ment Libraries. To see if a library
participates, visit the Westfield Me-
morial Library website, wmlnj.org.

To register for the program, visit
wmlnj.org and click on the Online
Calendar, or call (908) 789-4090,
extension no. 7951. Library hours
are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday
through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to 5
p.m., Friday and Saturday, and 1 to
5 p.m. on Sunday.

Gordon Thomas Ward

Camera Club Plans
Digital Competition

AREA – The Cranford-Millburn
Camera Club will hold its first digital
competition of the year on Monday,
September 26, at 7:30 p.m. It will be
held in Millburn at the George Bauer
Community Center in Taylor Park,
located at 100 Main Street.

The subject matter will be “The
Color Red.” Joe Thomas will be the
judge. All are welcome to attend, but
only members may participate in the
monthly competitions. For more in-
formation, visit cmcameraclub.org.

Hetfield Flower Sale
To Commence Today
MOUNTAINSIDE – The

Mountainside Historic Restoration
Committee has announced that its
flower sale will take place today
through Saturday, September 22, 23
and 24, at the historic Hetfield House.
Sale hours will be from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. each day, rain or shine.

This event will feature chrysanthe-
mums, hanging baskets and other
floral arrangements. “Once again,
revenues raised from this sale help to
support the 1760 house, our town’s
historic treasure,” said Ruth Goense,
vice-president of the committee.

The Hetfield House is located ad-
jacent to the Mountainside Public
Library on Constitution Plaza in
Mountainside. For more information,
call Ms. Goense at (908) 233-5232.

NAMI Plans Program
About Schizophrenia
WESTFIELD – The Union

County chapter of the National Al-
liance on Mental Illness (NAMI)
invites members of the community
to attend a discussion entitled “Un-
derstanding Schizophrenia.” It will
take place on Tuesday, September
27, at 7:30 p.m. at American Le-
gion Post No. 3, located at 1003
North Avenue, West, in Westfield.

Colleen Fleischman, board certi-
fied by the American Nurses
Credentialing Center as an adult
psychiatric nurse practitioner, will
lead the discussion. She is licensed
by the State of New Jersey to pro-
vide primary care to adults in need
of psychiatric care. Her scope of
practice encompasses diagnosis and
management of psychiatric illness.
Ms. Fleischman has been a member
of the Trinitas Regional Medical
Center medical staff since 2000.

All are welcome to come and ask
Ms. Fleischman questions and/or
participate in an open and friendly
discussion on issues related to the
care of a loved one who may be
suffering with mental illness. Snacks
will be provided.

There is no charge. For more in-
formation, or in the event of inclem-
ent weather, call (908) 233-1628 or
e-mail nami.union.nj@nami.org.
Further information about the Union
County chapter of NAMI is avail-
able at nami-nj-uc.org.

Registration Underway
For Rainbows Session
WESTFIELD – Registration is now

available for Rainbows, an interna-
tional, non-profit organization that
fosters emotional healing as a sup-
port group program for children, teen-
agers and their parents grieving a loss
from a life-altering crisis, including
death, divorce, separation, illness or
other painful family transitions.

The Rainbows program is held in the
Westfield area and is available to all
residents in surrounding communities,
regardless of school enrollment, reli-
gious affiliation or town of residence.

Rainbows is free of charge and is
available to children ages 5 to 12,
teenagers and the adults with chil-
dren registered in the program. The
Fall 2011 Rainbows sessions will
commence on September 26 and will
be held on Monday evenings this fall
from 6:30 to 7:45 p.m.

To register for Rainbows, visit
westfieldrainbows.org and complete
the online registration form. Alterna-
tively, those who wish to register by
telephone or have questions may call
Rainbows Coordinator Mike Meriton
at (908) 720-7044 or send an e-mail
to Mike at rainbowshelp@gmail.com.
To learn more about the program,
visit the national Rainbows website,
rainbows.org.

Peter Kowalski, Sr., 81, Navy Veteran;
Owner of Pete’s Mobil Service Center

Peter H. Kowalski, Sr., 81, of Peo-
ria, Ariz., formerly of Scotch Plains,
passed away peacefully on Tuesday,
September 6, 2011. Born on August
6, 1930 in Easthampton, Mass. to
Alexander and Adele (Brummer)
Kowalski, he previously lived in
Scotch Plains, Edison and Colonia
before eventually retiring in Arizona.

Mr. Kowalski was a proud member
of the U.S. Navy from 1947 to 1951,
serving on the USS Missouri. He was
the owner of Pete’s Mobil Service
Center in Mountainside, N.J. for 25
years.

Mr. Kowalski was predeceased by
his wife, Dorothy Ann (Schriek)
Kowalski, and six siblings. He is sur-
vived by his six children, sons Peter
Jr. of South Plainfield, Stephen of
Westfield and Michael of Franklin

Park and daughters Susan Gruning of
Ringoes, Karen Kowalski of Florham
Park and Michele Eulner of Union
Beach. Fourteen grandchildren and
many nieces and nephews also sur-
vive him.

A Memorial Gathering and Prayer
Vigil of Remembrance was held on
Friday, September 16, and the fu-
neral service was held on Saturday,
September 17, at the Wesley United
Methodist Church, 1500 Plainfield
Avenue, South Plainfield, N.J.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be sent in his honor to the
Scotch Plains Volunteer Firefighters
Association, the Westfield Volunteer
Rescue Squad, the Wesley United
Methodist Church or The NJ-Ameri-
can Diabetes Association.
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See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Fanny Wood Festivities
To Include Car Show
FANWOOD – The 16th annual

Fanny Wood Day festival, to be
held on Sunday, October 2, from
11 a.m. to 5 p.m., will introduce a
new car show to be held in down-
town Fanwood in the historic train
station parking lot.

The car show will present up to
50 modern cars, trucks and other
vehicles, including the Fiat 500.
Attendees will have an opportu-
nity to get a first-hand look at the
latest car models being provided
from a variety of local dealerships,
including: Fullerton Ford, VIP
Honda and Liccardi Motors, among
others.

Fanny Wood Day festivities
along South and Martine Avenues
will include games, entertainment,
live music and plenty of food. For
more information,  visi t
fanwoodnj.org.


