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Daniel Berke’s Charity Has Shown
That Youth Can Make a Difference

Westfield, The World Trade Center,
And Me: A Resident Reflects on 9/11

Jobs Bill Is Imperative
To Invigorate Economy

Economists and bond investors have
spoken on the impact of Obama’s jobs
bill. As reported by The New York Times
and other news sources, the main goal of
the bill is to increase demand for goods
and services, which they agree is the
economy’s problem. Increasing demand
will give employers confidence to hire.
More than half of the package extends
and expands payroll-tax cuts for indi-
viduals and businesses. The plan also
puts money into the hands of long-term
unemployed and spends money on infra-
structure.

All these things create demand and
therefore jobs. Macroeconomic Advisers
executive Laurence H. Meyer, a former
Fed governor, said the firm projects the
plan would add roughly 1.3 million jobs
in 2012 and add roughly 1.25 percentage
points to gross domestic product.
JPMorgan Chase estimates the plan would
add 1.5 million jobs and increase GNP by
1.9 points. Moody’s Analytics forecast
the plan would add 1.9 million jobs,
cutting the unemployment rate by a point,
and increase GNP by two percentage
points.

We need to contact our Congressmen
and insist that they pass this complete
jobs bill as soon as possible to get this
economy moving again and people back
to work.

Roslyn S. Harrison
Westfield

Interim Health Officer
Arrangements Made
I just received (Sept. 10) a faxed copy

of correspondence between Union County
Public Safety Director Andrew Moran
and Rahway City Business Administra-
tor Peter Pelissier dated September 8,
2011.

According to the letter, the Union
County Health Officer Lester Jones will
be providing temporary health officer
coverage for the City of Rahway and
contracting municipalities “effective im-
mediately” through September 25, 2011
when Rahway will have a full-time health
officer in place.

Christopher Marion
Municipal Manager

Township of Scotch Plains

Editor’s Note: Scotch Plains subcon-
tracts these services from Rahway.

Thanks to All For Help
During Hurricane

In the aftermath of Hurricane Irene, a
huge tree was uprooted and fell across
my backyard, miraculously missing the
house and causing some damage to my
gutter.

I wish to thank my neighbors and
friends who were so helpful and comfort-
ing to me. I especially want to thank
Chris and Cheryl Dickscheid for alerting
me to the danger and getting me out of the
house. My heartfelt thanks to all!

Grace Miller
Scotch Plains

Much of Bulk Pickup Material
Could Be Recycled or Reused

We are the very proud parents of 17-
year-old Daniel Berke, a senior at
Westfield High School. In 2006, Daniel
started his charity softball game and de-
cided to continue this wonderful endeavor
for the past several years. This is his sixth
and final year. Daniel has worked so hard
and has helped to raise thousands of
dollars for various charities. This year the
recipient is Furniture Assist Inc. out of
Kenilworth, N.J., an organization that
provides furniture and household items
to the most needy and deserving.

This charity softball game has pro-
vided so much help to those in need.
Daniel has grown and benefited as a
human being, as have the many partici-
pants who have supported Daniel’s ef-
forts through the years.

In a world full of disappointing news,
Daniel’s charity game has proven that
young people can and are making a dif-
ference. Please support Daniel by attend-
ing this worthwhile charity event on Sep-
tember 25 at 10 a.m. at Tamaques Field in
Westfield. There will be free donated
food and lots of auction items, as well as
an exciting softball game between the
children and adults. It will be a fun day,
and I urge you to attend and to help us to
say “thank you!” to our son, Daniel, for
all he has done for so many. We love you,
Daniel!

For more information, go to
danscharitygame.blogspot.com.

Evan and Meg Berke
Westfield

In August 1982 my wife, Darleen, and
I were among the first 50 residents of
Battery Park City, a community today of
11,000. In those days, we lived less than
a football field away from the World
Trade Center (WTC), whose image domi-
nates practically all of the family photos
taken in our apartment. In February 1993
we shared in the chaos and suffering of
the first WTC bombing, and fearing an-
other terrorist attack, we made a snap
decision to move our young family out of
the area. My business partner was living
in Westfield and always singing its
praises, and so our house-hunting lasted
one day; however, we moved to Westfield
with much uncertainty and mixed emo-
tions.

My ties to the WTC continued for
eight more years. I commuted through its
depths, continued to work in its shadow
and enjoyed its lofty views during many
business meetings. My connection actu-
ally began many years before. As teenag-
ers during construction in the late 1960s,
my friends and I would watch the twin
towers rise steadily from the beach in
Brooklyn 10 miles away towards domi-
nating the horizon and think it was the
greatest wonder of the world.

When the towers were attacked and
fell, none of those connections were
spared. One of the boys from the beach
was on the 101st floor with many others
we knew at Cantor Fitzgerald. Childhood
friends, business associates and Battery
Park neighbors were among those who
tragically perished. My old apartment
was destroyed, too, which is of no impor-
tance or consequence except that my fam-
ily might not have survived the WTC
steel that came crashing through the win-
dows (the occupant, my best friend, was
at work). Soon after, we closed our secu-
rities business for a year and looked for
ways to assist the families of the victims,
those we knew and did not know.

In Westfield, the 9/11 efforts of the
community became extraordinary, and I
had the privilege to participate in three.
Under Executive Director Linda

Maggio’s leadership, the local United
Fund, with a team of more than 25 volun-
teers, built a strategic model which
reached out to Westfield victims’ fami-
lies and provided them with support on
many levels, including navigating the
maze of government benefits. The model
became a blueprint for other communi-
ties and was later adopted into law by
Governor Jim McGreevey. Another ini-
tiative called Westfield Cares organized
local business support for the families,
and over 130 businesses participated with
donations of goods or services. And the
final achievement was the Westfield Sep-
tember 11th Memorial which became the
first permanent memorial in the State of
New Jersey to honor each of the victims
by name. The monument was completed
and dedicated on September 21, 2002. It
was built entirely with the manual labor
of Westfield volunteers – over 100 men,
women and children – every Saturday for
four months during the spring and sum-
mer of 2002. Westfield residents and
businesses donated all of the funds, ma-
terials and labor for the Memorial Park,
and it has become a historic and enduring
legacy for our community, our victims,
their families and our country.

On Sunday, September 11, 2011, I had
the honor to serve as chairman for the
town’s 10th Anniversary Interfaith Com-
memoration. Over 500 residents attended
despite the threatening weather. I am sure
all Americans had many shared emotions
during the day as we mourned all of the
victims, as well as very personal thoughts,
too. One of mine was how fortunate
Darleen and I were to have chosen
Westfield 18 years ago and to have lived
in this incredibly compassionate com-
munity.

Many thanks to everyone who labored
on behalf of Sunday’s Commemoration
Service, especially our emergency ser-
vice personnel, Jim Gildea, Sherry Cronin,
Joan Thurman and Monsignor Joseph
Masiello.

Sal Caruana
Former Westfield Councilman

Editor’s Note: The following   was read
at the Sept. 13 Garwood Council meeting.

There is a place in Kenilworth called
Furniture Assist that takes furniture,
tables, chairs, small working appliances,
beds, kitchen utensils, pictures, knick-
knacks, lamps, yard tools, toys, clothing
and books, among other things, for reuse
by those in need. The American Red
Cross in Westfield takes medical items
such as walkers and crutches. There are
clothing bins at the Home Depot. The
Lupus and the Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society will take pictures, lamps, knick-
knacks, tools, clothing, pots and pans and
many other items. Foam Pak in Spring-
field recycles Styrofoam. The Fanwood
Recycling Center accepts car batteries,
compact discs and DVDs in addition to
the standard recycling materials. You can
take hazardous materials to the Union
County Hazardous Waste Collection
Days. You can recycle your computers,
televisions, phones and anything elec-
tronic at the Union County Electronic
Recycling Collection Days. Home Depot
accepts fluorescent bulbs. The Garwood
and Cranford libraries collect books for
reuse. The Rotary Club in Westfield col-
lects bicycles for Pedals for Progress for
reuse in foreign countries. Home Depot
and Radio Shack accept rechargeable and
lithium batteries. Washers and dryers can
be placed at the curb for pickup here in
town. UPS accepts packaging for reuse.
Clothes hangers can be brought to dry
cleaners. You can bring plastic bags to
ShopRite, Pathmark or Kings. The
Garwood Lions Club accepts glasses and
hearing aids right here on Center Street.

Metal can be brought to scrap dealers in
Plainfield or Newark for cash! The
Cranford Recycling Center accepts plas-
tics with numbers 5,6 and 7 on them.
Garwood residents are supposed to re-
cycle cans, glass, aluminum, 1 and 2 plas-
tic bottles, milk and OJ containers, news-
papers, corrugated cardboard and maga-
zines. Wood can be burned in a fireplace.

When you get down to it, the vast
majority of items that would be put in any
bulk waste pickup here in town can prob-
ably be recycled or reused. Everything
else is just junk. Junk that people have
bought and now are asking their fellow
residents to spend their tax dollars to help
them take away. I am sorry, I simply do
not agree with that. You may state that
this bulk pickup is not costing the taxpay-
ers anything, but I am sorry – that is
simply a lie. We are still paying for the
salaries of the DPW workers who will be
picking up the bulk during their regular
hours. They could be doing more con-
structive things with their time. We tax-
payers will also be paying for medical
costs that may occur due to strained backs
and pulled muscles of overworked DPW
workers. We will also be paying for the
wear and tear on the borough garbage
trucks that were not made for bulk mate-
rial. Please do not insult my intelligence
by trying to tell me that those costs are
included in the fees that residents partici-
pating in this program will pay.

I recognize that bulk pickup is a hot
political potato. The Republicans ran on
a ticket of bringing bulk pickup back.
Why Republicans would support bring-
ing back a government program that could
be totally run by the private sector is
beyond me. It seems counter-intuitive to
basic Republican small government
credo. The Democrats are afraid to op-
pose it because they don’t want to cross
voters who have urged the council to
bring it back. I have a new thought for
you. Develop a backbone and tell those
residents who want taxpayers to pay for
bulk pickup to pay to get rid of their own
junk. It is simply not government’s job to
get rid of their bulk material.

I will advise voters this November
how this governing body voted to reduce
funds for recreation for their children, for
the police, fire and public works divi-
sions, how you have not advanced the
athletic field complex because you are
pinching pennies out of a much needed
borough complex, and you put the bor-
ough in harm’s way by reducing our
surplus below accepted standards. But
you found taxpayer money to throw away
select residents’ bulk garbage!

If you approve this bulk pickup, I urge
you to look at what gets thrown out and take
note of how much of it could have been
recycled and reused without a penny of
taxpayers’ dollars. And see the pile of tax-
payer dollars sitting next to it that you have
thrown out with it. I guess that bulk pickup
will be this council’s monument to itself. Is
this really how you want to be remembered?

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

Congress Must Consider Pro-Growth
Policies That Have Bipartisan Support

By Congressman Leonard Lance
Seventh NJ Congressional District

President Obama recently unveiled the
details of his $447-billion spending jobs
stimulus plan proposal – a package of tax
cuts for employers and employees, un-
employment benefits, infrastructure
spending and various government spend-
ing measures.

I support a careful examination of the
costs and benefits of the President’s latest
plan as well as consideration of alterna-
tive measures that may more effectively
create private-sector jobs. There are some
elements of the President’s bill that I
believe could garner bipartisan support:
the extension of a payroll-tax cut in 2012;
passage of a highway bill; changes to
help the long-term unemployed.

I am, however, concerned about other
elements of the President’s plan — in-
cluding increased “stimulus” spending,
that historically has not been effective as
I would like in job creation, and the
President’s proposal to pay for his bill
entirely with tax increases.

The largest portion of the tax increases
is limiting itemized deductions for fami-
lies with more than $250,000 in yearly
taxable income and individuals with more
than $200,000, including those for home-
mortgage interest, employer-sponsored
healthcare benefits, state and local prop-
erty taxes and charitable donations. The
White House says that these measures
would raise roughly $400 billion over 10
years.

These tax increases would dispropor-
tionately affect New Jersey’s working
families and small businesses. These tax
increases will hurt, not help, the Garden

State’s struggling economy. And Con-
gress has continually rejected tax increases
on individuals and small businesses in a
bipartisan fashion. I would urge Presi-
dent Obama instead to identify federal
spending cuts, such as ethanol subsidies
that I believe are wasteful and should be
eliminated.

Like so many Americans I believe
President Obama and leaders in the U.S.
House and Senate must put aside parti-
sanship and instead agree upon pro-
growth policies that have broad, biparti-
san support.

For my part, I believe we need spend-
ing restraint to address the record debt
and deficit that are harmful to the
economy.

We must begin to live within our means
as so many New Jersey working families
do and have taken a step in that direction
with passage of the Budget Control Act
that cuts government spending more than
it raises the debt cap, puts in place spend-
ing cuts that restrain future spending and
advances the cause of a balanced budget
amendment to the Constitution.

Our economy needs real tax code re-
form and new tax policies that encourage
hard-work, innovation and investment
while making American companies more
competitive internationally. Congress
must pass measures to provide our
Nation’s job-creators with the tools they
need to invest in plants, equipment and
workers.

And I support passage of the three
pending free trade agreements. On a level
playing field, where our products do not
face higher tariffs than imports from other
countries, New Jersey businesses will

thrive.
There is bipartisan support for sensible

regulatory reform to help spur economic
growth and make America more com-
petitive in the global marketplace. Busi-
ness owners are often forced to fight
cumbersome rules and regulations rather
than spend that time investing in their
companies and creating new jobs.

Health care reform can lead to job
creation. We should start from scratch
and pass into law fiscally responsible
reforms that include allowing insurance
to be sold across state lines, establishing
high-risk insurance pools, implementing
medical malpractice reforms and prohib-
iting insurance companies from discrimi-
nating on the basis of pre-existing condi-
tions. These health care policies will lower
health care costs, expand access and pro-
tect jobs.

Finally, we need a national energy
plan that makes us less dependent on
foreign oil and uses American resources
to ensure reliable and affordable energy.
In the Energy and Commerce Commit-
tee, we are working in a bipartisan capac-
ity toward an energy plan that creates
American energy and American jobs.

Those are some of my views and poli-
cies on job creation. I believe leaders in
Washington and rank-and-file members
of Congress must renew our focus on
policies that create jobs and expand our
economy.

[Congressman Leonard Lance repre-
sents New Jersey’s Seventh District in the
United States Congress. The Seventh
District includes towns in Hunterdon,
Middlesex, Somerset and Union Coun-
ties.]

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Sponsion – A formal promise or

pledge
2. Sanguigenous – Producing blood
3. Periople – The outside, smooth,

horny part of the hoof of a horse
4. Leister – A three-pronged, barbed

spear for taking fish

LOCUSTA
1. A private place where conversation

is permitted
2. A small spike or elongated cluster of

flowers in grasses
3. The order of large winged insects

related to grasshoppers and crickets
4. A poisonous liquid alkaloid resem-

bling nicotine
THYLACITIS

1. Degenerative disorder caused by
calcium deficiency

2. Inflammation of the oil glands of the
skin

3. Inflammation of the Adam’s Apple;
goiter

4. An alkaline imbalance
PERRON

1. A court entirely round a temple,
surrounded by a wall

2. An outside staircase
3. One who receives anything, as rent

or profits of an estate
4. The European falcon

LIBANT
1. Capable of being poured; in a liquid

state
2. Lighthearted; cheerful
3. Balanced; stable
4. Tasting or touching delicately

Rahway Jeopardized Several Towns
Without Regional Health Officer

Five towns in Union County served by the
Rahway Health Department were shocked to
learn last week they have not been covered by a
full-time health officer since January 1 and have
not had any coverage since July 1. When Rick
Proctor, the former freeholder, was elected
Rahway mayor last November, he resigned as
the department’s health officer after nine years.
However, what transpired after this was a major
misstep by the new mayor and his administra-
tion. Towns like Scotch Plains and Berkeley
Heights had to find out about the vacancy through
a Star-Ledger article.

When Mr. Proctor resigned, the city opted to
schedule a civil service exam to fill the vacancy.
In the mean time, the mayor appointed William
McBride as his temporary successor. But this
created an immediate problem as Mr. McBride
was retired and was restricted on state pension
rules to work a maximum of 10 hours per week.
The health officer position requires the officer
be available 24/7, not 40 hours and certainly not
10 hours. Mr. McBride then resigned effective
July 1 so as not to violate pensions rules,  leaving
the department without a health officer.

We find it amazing that two months went by
without any notice being given to Scotch Plains,
Berkeley Heights, Hillside and Winfield of the
vacancy, especially in the middle of health is-

sues following Hurricane Irene. It took a com-
munication from the state Department of Health
and Senior Services for Rahway officials to take
notice. Is there no one at City Hall in communi-
cation with the city’s own health department?

Equal troubling is that the Mayor’s wife took
the civil service exam for health officer and
placed on top of the list of candidates along with
Warren Heyl, the long-time Cranford health
officer who has been hired by Rahway.

This follows Mayor Proctor’s attempt to hire a
personal secretary and deputy chief of staff at a
time when the city doesn’t even have the funds
to hire additional firefighters.

With all the talk of shared services, why doesn’t
Scotch Plains join Fanwood as a member of the
Westfield Regional Health Department and be
done with dealing with Rahway? Westfield Re-
gional does a great job for several towns with Dr.
Lawrence Budnick as board president. The
Westfield department just went through a seam-
less transition from long-term health officer
Robert Sherr to his successor Megan Avalone.
Berkeley Heights should also consider joining
its neighbors Summit and New Providence, also
members of the Westfield regional department.

Rahway needs to show more accountability.
We wonder what and how much Scotch Plains is
paying Rahway for this failed service.

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Avenue E.
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757
7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733
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