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PERSONAL INJURY LAWYER

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

JON BRAMNICK
AT T O R N E Y  AT  L A W

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Concierge Financial Planning provides real 
world financial planning and counsel to people 
from all walks of life. As independent, fee-only 
advisors, we work solely for our clients. No 
commissions are ever received, so there is no 
conflict of interest regarding compensation. 
 
We believe that everyone should benefit from 
professional financial planning advice given 
today’s complex financial marketplace—
whether with a family income of $50,000 or 
$500,000. Our bedrock is providing the best 
quality expertise in the most efficient manner. 
 
Contact us now for a free introductory meeting. 

908-756-3553 
ann@conciergefp.com 

www.conciergefp.com 
1371 Cooper Road, Scotch Plains 

 
Concierge Financial Planning is a Registered Investment Adviser in the State of New Jersey 

Professional Financial Advice 
For All Walks of Life 

908-377-6761
522 Central Avenue, Westfield  Showroom

www.craftsmankarl.com

Complete Kitchen Remodeling ...

For Every Budget!

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

 
The Westfield Memorial Library presents 

“Two Unique Points of View 
On New Jersey History” 

Tuesday, September 27  7:00 p.m. 

 Open to Westfield Memorial 
Library and MURAL cardholders. 

Sign up online at 
www.wmlnj.org and click on 

Online Calendar, or call 
908.789.4090 x7951 

It’s your Library … make the most of it 
550 East Broad Street  Westfield  
www.wmlnj.org       908.789.4090 

Jude Pfister is the author of The 
Jacob Ford Jr. Mansion, The Fords 
of New Jersey and The First Decade 
of the United States Supreme Court 
(2007).  He is the Chief of Cultural    
Resources at the Morristown        
National Historical Park Library. 

Gordon Thomas Ward is the author of 
A Bit of Earth and Ghosts of Central 
Jersey. He is a member of Haunted 
New Jersey, a premier group of para-
normal investigators who use many 
years' worth of experience and the col-
lection of forensic-based evidence to 
both dismiss and support claims of 
hauntings, especially in historic sites.  

Freeholders Pass Ordinance
To Extend Incinerator Lease

HELPING IRENE VICTIMS...Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) and his wife, Heidi,
stand in his Westfield office next to donated items that will be distributed to
families impacted by Hurricane Irene as part of 7th District clothing and food
drive to assist area flood victims. The Salvation Army will distribute the items
to those in need.

BOE Reports on Start of
School Yr., Enrollments

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Recalling the
first days of school, Margaret Hayes,
superintendent of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood schools, addressed audience
members during last Thursday evening’s
Board of Education meeting.

According to her report, 46 new staff
members were hired for the new school
year including a new business adminis-
trator/secretary for the Board, James
Davis, who will begin his new position
November 1. He will be replacing An-
thony Del Sordi who had announced his
retirement after the end of the last school
year.

In addition, Ms. Hayes announced that
Marco Vasquez and Matt Nalducci pro-
vided computer lab upgrades for the dis-
trict as well as new virtual services. In her
report, she announced there were two
additional remodeled modular units at
the Park Middle School housing new
fifth-grade classrooms. She noted that
these units have been named “the cot-
tages.”

To conclude her report, Ms. Hayes
stated that 5,576 students were attending
the district’s schools this fall, placing
1,505 at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, 919 at Park Middle School and
865 at Terrill Middle School. She also
stated that 2,190 students were enrolled

in the district’s Pre-K through 4th grade
classes.

After the presentation, Board President
Trip Whitehouse commented on what a
“great job” the maintenance personnel did
to ensure a timely opening of schools after
the effects of Hurricane Irene. He had
noted that both the Brunner Elementary
School and the high school had lost power.
He said getting the schools open on Sep-
tember 6 was a real “team effort.” He
concluded by saying “through the hard
work done by everyone it seemed like a
seamless opening to the school year.”

In other business, the Board unani-
mously passed upon its second reading
the new anti-harassment, intimidation,
and bullying policy. It was noted that
updating this policy was a state mandate
for all school districts.

In related business, it was noted that a
resolution is scheduled to be read at the
next Board of Education meeting to be
held tonight, September 22, regarding
school violence awareness.

According to the resolution, the week
of October 17-21 is slated as School
Violence Awareness week. The resolu-
tion “encourages awareness and promotes
effective means to prevent and reduce
youth violence.” It is meant to provide
information to parents, community mem-
bers and educators to make schools “safer
and more secure.”

CF Super. Thanks GW BOE
For Lending School to District

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – Cranford Superinten-
dent of Schools Gayle Carrick attended
the Garwood Board of Education (BOE)
meeting Tuesday night to publicly thank
the board for lending the offline Wash-
ington School to the students and staff of
Cranford’s Brookside Elementary School.
The first and second grades have been
using the building as a temporary school
while Brookside is being cleaned up after
the flood damage incurred by Hurricane
Irene in August. Garwood Superinten-
dent of Schools Teresa Quigley said
Cranford would be using the schools for
about two months.

The Garwood Education Association
(GEA) and the Garwood BOE continue to
negotiate the teachers’ contract that ex-
pired this June. Board member and nego-
tiations liaison John Sullivan told The
Westfield Leader and The Times the GEA
has no signs of picketing and “have been
very cordial,” and that “we’re both on the
same page.” The next meeting scheduled
with the GEA is next week, Mr. Sullivan
said. He does not know when an agreement
will occur. Board Attorney John Geppert
said they are going back and forth on both
parties’ proposals and no new items will be
brought to the table.

“We started this school year with less
staff. The staff did not get a raise this year.
The teachers are working without a con-
tract, and yet we have a beautiful school and
[had] a lovely back-to-school night, and
everyone is doing their best,” Ms. Quigley
said during her superintendent report.

“Right before school started, Cranford
had a problem, and our PTA welcomed the
students at Washington School and the
teachers welcomed the teachers at Wash-
ington School and everyone was getting
ready to help out. I am very appreciative of
all the people who helped,” she continued.
As Ms. Quigley finished her report, Ms.
Carrick entered the board meeting and Ms.
Quigley gave her the floor.

“We were devastated and the town it-
self was devastated by Hurricane Irene,”
Ms. Carrick said. “The school was signifi-
cantly damaged.” “I would like to thank
you sincerely for opening your arms and
your hearts and the school to us. We really

needed stability for our children because
many of their families have been dis-
placed,” she said. “As we all know in
education, the school is the greatest sta-
bility that a lot of these children can have.”

“We wanted to help and I’m glad we are
in a position to help,” Board President
Adele Lewis responded.

Ms. Carrick had reached out to many
area schools to find a space for the stu-
dents after the school flooded and became
uninhabitable. Ms. Quigley said she re-
sponded promptly after the board endorsed
Cranford using Washington School in this
emergency situation.

“They took it as is,” Ms. Quigley said.
The school has been offline for a year and
she said the school needs new windows, a
new boiler and the elevator is boarded up
after vandals cracked the glass. “We will
make sure the boiler is running for them, if
they are there when the heat needs to go on,
but they are picking up certain costs,” she
said. Cranford staff also cleaned the school
and took care of general maintenance prior
to opening it to students.

As part of the agenda, the board had
agreed to hire an additional teacher for the
fourth grade, after two new students en-
rolled, causing the class size to go up to 32.
She said the additional teacher’s salary and
benefits package had “no impact” on the
budget. The teacher’s salary level is around
$46,000, Ms. Quigley said, adding that she
shifted around teachers in the middle school
and that some teachers are teaching mul-
tiple classes and one teacher was moved to
an open slot in the kindergarten.

During the public comment portion of
the meeting, resident John Conlin stated
that, “Preschool tuition charges for extra-
curricular activities are, frankly, moving
in the wrong direction.” He said he would
like to see the district reinstitute programs
for exceptional children and preschool
children, as well as keep class size down.
“I have no problems with additional taxa-
tion,” he said. Ms. Lewis responded that,
“We do struggle with trying to provide an
excellent education for our children ver-
sus our responsibility to our taxpayers,
and they are competing demands.”

TheBOE than went into executive ses-
sion to discuss contract negotiations and
personnel matters.

some of the revenue will go towards pay-
ing off this bond. I can’t see that. All I can
see is all the revenue going to pay this
bond,” Mr. Paterson said. By his esti-
mates, Mr. Paterson said Covanta would
have to increase revenues at the incinera-
tor from $55 million, the 2010 figure, to
$245 million by 2028. “They are going to
have to increase the revenues by 500
percent…that is impossible.” He also asked
about the refinancing of bonds that were
floated in 1990s to build the incinerator.

Dennis Enright of NW Financial Group,
the UCUA’s financial advisor, said under
refinancing through 2031 instead of 2023,
the $218 million in outstanding bonds on the
incinerator would increase by $11 million.

Tina Renna, president of the Union
County Watchdog Association, questioned
how Covanta would pay 37 percent of its
profits through revenue sharing to the
county when it only has a 35 percent profit
margin. Mr. Enright said the county’s
share would be based off gross revenues,
not profits. Union County is to receive $4
million a year from Covanta for the length
of the agreement.

Following the 8-0 vote, Freeholder Al
Mirabella said the agreement “cuts tipping
fees ($12 per ton to contract towns) and
generates revenue savings for all the munici-
palities.” “We depended on our experts,
both legally and financially, not a group of
citizens of citizens who are volunteering
their time to help the county effort. Although
I think on some level that is meritorious, I
don’t know that it is really the general inter-
ests always of the county at heart.”

At the start of the meeting, Union
County Office of Emergency Manage-
ment Coordinator Chris Scaturo updated
the freeholders on Union County’s re-
sponse to Hurricane Irene, which hit the
area August 27-28. He said over 125
water rescues were completed by the
Union County Police Department’s Ma-
rine Rescue Unit in Cranford, Rahway,
Kenilworth and Springfield. In addition,
the New Jersey State Police Water Res-
cue Unit, manned by 25 state troopers,
“performed rescues as well.”  Hazmat
responded to 40 storm-related calls in-
cluding a 100-gallon fuel tank that was
leaking in Rahway. The county’s new
Emergency Medical Service was in ser-
vice both days and dispatched an ambu-
lance to Hillside at the township’s re-
quest “during the height of the storm,”
Mr. Scaturo said. He said the county
loaned towns nine portable generators
and 22 light towers. In addition, the
Westfield Police and Fire Departments
used the county’s fuel pumps “because
their pumps had no power and they
couldn’t get fuel for their vehicles.”

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – The Board of Chosen Free-
holders last Thursday voted to adopt an
ordinance to complete the extension of
waste-disposal agreements with munici-
palities dumping at the county incinerator
and with Covanta Energy, operator of the
Rahway burner, through 2031. The Union
County Utilities Authority (UCUA) is in
negotiations with Covanta to extend the 25-
year agreement that is to expire in 2023.

Fourteen towns that have long-tern con-
tracts with the UCUA have been asked to
sign extensions through 2031. The county
had originally looked to extend the lease
through 2045, but state officials felt that
extension was excessive. The state’s Lo-
cal Finance Board and the Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) have both
approved the revised agreement.

Per questioning from Kenilworth resi-
dent John Bury at last week’s meeting,
Jonathan Williams, special counsel to the
UCUA, was concerned over guaranteed
tonnage amounts that towns would have
to sign with the UCUA. “I am encourag-
ing every municipality to cross out that
guaranteed tonnage,” Mr. Bury said.
“They (towns) don’t have to be robuts,
they don’t have to sign what ever is put in
front of them because what is put in front
of them likely was written by Covanta,”
adding that towns would have to con-
tinue to pay per their tonnage require-
ments even if the towns generate less
solid waste in future years.

Mr. Williams said 330,000 tons of waste
to incinerator would come from Union
County. He said “we are going to market a
100,000 tons of out-of-county waste” to
other counties and towns with Union County
receiving 100 percent of those profits above
what it costs Covanta to process that waste.
He said municipal tonnage figures for towns
with contracts have been in place 1998 and
were based on “historical tonnage figures”
provided by the municipalities. Mr. Will-
iams said under the new agreement munici-
palities would be able to change their ton-
nage figures every five years. He said to date
no town has been penalized for providing
less solid waste than they are contracted to
deliver to the burner, but some that exceeded
tonnage figures have been penalized.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson ques-
tioned a statement by County Counsel
Robert Barry that revenue sharing in the
last five years of the agreement would
cover outstanding debt on the burner.

“Revenue sharing means that obviously


