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Cranford Seeks $5 Mil. Aid
For Municipal Recovery

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – The township  es-
timates it will cost $5 million to re-
pair damages to municipal properties
and to remove debris from township
streets due to flooding caused by
Hurricane Irene. Floodwaters of the
Rahway River rose to record heights
after 10 inches of rainwater pum-
meled the area the last weekend in
August. Water flowed through the
ground level of the municipal build-
ing on Springfield Avenue. The build-
ing was shut down. Municipal opera-
tions were temporarily moved to
Westfield and to trailers.

Mayor Daniel Aschenbach told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times it
would cost about $2 million to get the
ground level of the municipal build-
ing back up and running again. Costs
for removing the debris, currently
topping 70 tons from over 1,600
homes, is estimated at over $3 million,
he said. Costs from municipal road
damage, the cleanup of Brookside El-
ementary School, which is closed cur-
rently due to flooding, and the dam-
ages to the Cranford Canoe Club are
not known at this time.

Seventy-five percent of the
township’s total cost in damages due
to Hurricane Irene could potentially
be reimbursed through Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA)
funds, with Rep. Leonard Lance (R-
7) urging the state to foot the bill for
the remaining 25 percent.

The township committee, along
with Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-
21, Westfield), Assemblywoman

Nancy Munoz (R-21, Summit),
Township Engineer Rick Marsden
and Police Chief Eric Mason, held a
town-hall style meeting last Thurs-
day night at a packed Cranford High
School auditorium to discuss the ef-
fects of Irene.

FEMA has given Union County
full designation as a disaster area,
Asm. Bramnick said. “That doesn’t
mean that they’re giving grants, and
that is why you have to go to FEMA
for that,” he told residents, who are
responsible for submitting their own
claims.

Asm. Bramnick is also holding a
roundtable on Monday, September
26, at Union County College with
experts in the field related to insur-
ance, cleanup of mold, insurance
coverage issues, and more, and has
offered to meet with residents one-
on-one at his office or on the phone
and help them get their insurance
claims answers received more expe-
ditiously.

“We are trying to rebuild and put
our lives back together as best we
can,” Tom Haddon of Belmont Av-
enue said, and asked for help with
contacting the commissioner of the
Department of Banking and Insur-
ance to be active in getting reim-
bursements from insurance compa-
nies that have been lax in responding
to homeowners’ claims, he said.

The first step of moving on is the
massive cleanup of the water-soaked
debris piled on curbs throughout the
township that began September 6 and
is underway. The township has hired
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Residents Accuse SP Council
Of ‘Giving In’ to Shackamaxon
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Emotions
ranged from confusion to exaspera-
tion last Thursday, as the Scotch Plains
Council listened to Shackamaxon
Country Club  area residents express
dissatisfaction with plans that could
eventually lead to 60 age-restricted
condos and a new access road in their
area.

In a crowd of 45 people, no one
publically favored the plan. Some
questioned the township’s resolve and
position in fighting two lawsuits, and
one person accused Scotch Plains of
“selling out” area residents.

The council remained stoic all
night; Mayor Nancy Malool said the
time for “debate” would come at
Tuesday night’s township council
session (see story on page 1). On
Thursday, the full council simply lis-
tened to the public, and the only
responses came from the mayor.

Resident Ilse Heinemeyer received
the loudest cheers of the evening. She
said, “I think you’re holding an ille-
gal hearing, and it’s a total waste of
everyone’s time… I’m very disap-
pointed, but I didn’t expect anything
less.”

The privately-owned Shackamaxon
Golf and Country Club came up for
sale in December 2010. Because the
area had been zoned R-1, a developer
interested in the property sought to
legally place 97 one-acre units on the
course. As a means of blocking that
maneuver, the township considered
purchasing the property, Mayor
Malool said, but “decided against it
because we couldn’t tie up all of our
capital, $12 million, in doing so.”

The township then declared the
site – along with the municipal build-
ing, library and public works yard –
“areas in need of rehabilitation.” The
mayor stressed that the homes in the
Shackamaxon area were not being
affixed with that designation. The
township, she said, placed the desig-
nation as a “mechanism to control

what could be built there.”
Earlier in the meeting, Ms.

Heinemeyer had called the new zon-
ing designation “the biggest mistake
you ever made.” At this point, she
asked the crowd if it agreed with her
and to raise their hands, which most
did.

After the rehabilitation designa-
tion, the township enacted a three-
phase plan, in which it stated its de-
sired result was the golf course re-
maining as such. If that does not lead
to a profitable outcome, phase 2 al-
lows for 24,000 square feet of addi-
tional development, such as confer-
ence areas, to be built. In phase 3,
which the mayor called the most con-
troversial, the township was to “link”
its municipal properties to the golf
course and ask a developer to convert
the town hall, library and public works
building to retail space; in return, a
developer would construct a new
municipal building, library and pub-
lic works office on the golf course
site.

The developer, New Jersey Golf,
and Shackamaxon filed two lawsuits
against the township. The mayor said
the rehabilitation designation was a
“deal-killer” for the developer, which
thought it could build 97 condos on
the site. In a proposed settlement
agreement, phase 2’s 24,000 square

Christina Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
AFTERMATH…A Cranford Town Hall meeting was held September 15 at the
Cranford High School to discuss FEMA and the effects of the flood resulting from
Hurricane Irene.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LEADER OF THE PACK…Participants in Rolling Thunder, an annual motor-
cycle rally that was held last weekend, are directed where to go as the rally begins
in Warinanco Park in Roselle. The motorcycle rally is a call for the government’s
recognition and protection of Prisoners of War (POWs) and those Missing in
Action (MIAs).

Michael J. Pollack for The Scotch Plains-FanwoodTimes
PACKED HOUSE...More than 45 residents attended a meeting held by the Scotch Plains Township Council last Thursday
to express their dissatisfaction with plans that could eventually lead to 60 age-restricted condos and a new access road at
Shackamaxon Country Club.

Health Officer Is Hired
For Scotch Plains

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union County
Health Officer Lester Jones has been
named temporary health officer for
the City of Rahway, which also pro-
vides health services for Scotch Plains
and three other towns, until a new
health officer takes over on Monday,
September 26.

The action by the county was taken
following a Star-Ledger report which
found the city had not had a health
officer since July 1 and has not had a
full-time health officer this year.

Rick Proctor, the Rahway health
officer for the last nine years, resigned
following his election as mayor last
year. William McBride, a retired pub-
lic employee, was hired on a part-time
basis, but was limited to 10 hours per
week, according to a resolution passed
by the city council at its September 12
meeting, at which the governing body
voted to request a state Department of
Community Affairs investigation into
why the city had been left without a

health officer after Mr. McBride re-
signed on July 1 in order not to violate
state pension rules.

Upon hearing that Rahway had no
health officer, Scotch Plains Town-
ship Manager Chris Marion e-mailed
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
on September 12 stating, “it was my
understanding that the acting health
officer for the City of Rahway was
still William McBride.”

“The Township of Scotch Plains
has not received any notification, for-
mal or informal, that this is no longer
the case,” he said in the e-mail. Three
days later, he said in a follow-up e-
mail that he had received a letter from
Union County Public Safety Direc-
tor Andrew Moran stating that Mr.
Jones will be the acting health officer
“effective immediately” until Sep-
tember 26, when newly hired health
officer Warren Heyl will be in place.
Mr. Heyl is health officer for Cranford.
Union County spokesman Sebastian
D’Elia confirmed that report.
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SP Council Backs Shackamaxon
Agreement In 3-2 Party Line Vote

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday approved an
ordinance amendment that will allow
the purchaser of the Shackamaxon
Country Club to build up to 60 age-
restricted condominium units on the
golf course’s property while also
maintaining for the time being the
financially troubled golf course’s
operation. The amendment, which
the council adopted by a 3-2 vote,
essentially settles two lawsuits filed
against the municipal government in
connection with the governing body’s
designation earlier this year of the
Shackamaxon property as an area in

need of rehabilitation.
About 25 residents attended the

two-hour public hearing, with 10
speaking publicly, mostly in opposi-
tion to the plan under which New
Jersey Golf, the prospective buyer of
Shackamaxon, will be allowed to
build as many as 60 housing units
that will be sold only to buyers 55
years old and older.

The development will be situated
on a 12-acre tract of the Shackamaxon
property that is currently the site of
the club’s swimming pool and tennis
courts. Besides the new housing, a
new route into the club will be con-
structed from Lamberts Mill Road,
thus alleviating the stress placed on

the secondary roads that currently
lead to the country club. In addition,
the settlement agreement calls for
New Jersey Golf to contribute
$100,000 to the Scotch Plains Man-
agement Corp. that manages down-
town commercial development and
improvement and $375,000 to the
local fund for low-income housing
purposes.

The two council Democrats, Kevin
Glover and Michael Marcus, voted
against the amendment, with both
saying the Republican majority had
“caved in” and “capitulated” to the
developers in agreeing to the settle-
ment. Mr. Glover, during his remarks
on Tuesday, offered a resolution to
table the ordinance and re-enter talks
on the future of the golf course, but
his idea was voted down on a 3-2
party-line vote. Mr. Marcus offered a
point-by-point critique of the devel-
opment plan, from the traffic impact
to what he said would be a negative
impact on the property values of
neighboring residents.

The three Republicans reiterated
their positions stated two weeks ago
when the ordinance was introduced,
with Deputy Mayor Mary DePaola
calling it “a win for the town” whereby
the building of nearly 100 single-
family homes on one-acre lots was
avoided. When Shackamaxon was
first put up for sale late last year,
several dozen developers expressed
interest in buying the 145-acre prop-
erty and developing the entire tract
into residential housing.

Council Republicans in particular
had expressed alarm at the potential
deleterious effects of such a devel-
opment on the local school system
and the township’s infrastructure and
delivery of already-strained services.
Councilman William Vastine alluded
to these concerns during his remarks
in favor of the ordinance at Tuesday’s
hearing.

Mayor Nancy Malool said the
settlement agreement and the devel-
opment plan for the 60 condo units
was better than the 100-home alter-
native, noting also that the age-re-
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David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REACHING ANOTHER MILESTONE…Raider varsity boys soccer Head Coach
Tom Breznitsky attained his 600th career win (soccer only) when the Raiders
defeated Cranford at Memorial Field in Cranford on September 20. Pictured are
Mr. Breznitsky, left, and Joe Mortarulo, who has been his assistant coach for 18
years. Story will appear next week in The Leader/Times.


