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Cranford Seeks $5 Mil. FEMA,
State Aid for Municipal Recovery
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Residents Accuse SP Council
 Of ‘Giving In’ on Shack

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – Emotions
ranged from confusion to exaspera-
tion last Thursday, as the Scotch Plains
Council listened to Shackamaxon-
area residents expressed dissatisfac-
tion with plans that could eventually
lead to 60 age-restricted condos and
a new access road in their area.

In a crowd of 45 people, no one
publically favored the plan. Some
questioned the township’s resolve and
position in fighting two lawsuits, and
one person accused Scotch Plains of
“selling out” area residents.

The council remained stoic all
night; Mayor Nancy Malool said the
time for “debate” would come at
Tuesday night’s township council ses-
sion (see story on page 1). On Thurs-
day, the full council simply listened
to the public, and the only responses
came from the mayor.

Resident Ilse Heinemeyer re-
ceived the loudest cheers of the
evening. She said, “I think you’re
holding an illegal hearing, and it’s a
total waste of everyone’s time…
I’m very disappointed, but I didn’t

expect anything less.”
The privately-owned Shackamaxon

Golf and Country Club came up for
sale in December 2010. Because the
area had been zoned R-1, a developer
interested in the property sought to
legally place 97 one-acre units on the
course. As a means of blocking that
maneuver, the township considered
purchasing the property, Mayor
Malool said, but “decided against it
because we couldn’t tie up all of our
capital, $12 million, in doing so.”

The township then declared the
site – along with the municipal build-
ing, library and public works yard –
“areas in need of rehabilitation.” The
mayor stressed that the homes in the
Shackamaxon area were not being
affixed with that designation. The
township, she said, placed the desig-
nation as a “mechanism to control
what could be built there.”

Earlier in the meeting, Ms.
Heinemeyer had called the new zon-
ing designation “the biggest mis-
take you ever made.” At this point,
she asked the crowd if it agreed
with her and to raise their hands,
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
estimates it will cost $5 million to
repair damages to municipal proper-
ties and to remove debris from town-
ship streets due to flooding caused by
Hurricane Irene. Floodwaters of the
Rahway River rose to record heights
after 10 inches of rainwater pum-
meled the area the last weekend in
August. Water flowed through the
ground level of the municipal build-

ing on Springfield Avenue. The build-
ing was shut down. Municipal opera-
tions were temporarily moved to
Westfield and to trailers.

Mayor Daniel Aschenbach told The
Westfield Leader it would cost about
$2 million to get the ground level of
the municipal building back up and
running again. Costs for removing
the debris, currently topping 70 tons
from over 1,600 homes, is estimated
at over $3 million, he said. Costs
from municipal road damage, the
cleanup of Brookside Elementary
School, which is closed currently due
to flooding, and the damages to the
Cranford Canoe Club are not known
at this time.

Seventy-five percent of the
township’s total cost in damages due
to Irene could potentially be reim-
bursed through Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) funds,
with Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7) urg-
ing the state to foot the bill for the
remaining 25 percent.

The township committee, along
with Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-
21, Westfield), Assemblywoman
Nancy Munoz (R-21, Summit),
Township Engineer Rick Marsden
and Police Chief Eric Mason, held a
town-hall style meeting last Thurs-
day night at a packed Cranford High
School auditorium to discuss the ef-
fects of Irene.

FEMA has given Union County
full designation as a disaster area,
Asm. Jon Bramnick said. “That
doesn’t mean that they’re giving
grants, and that is why you have to go
to FEMA for that,” he told residents,
who are responsible for submitting
their own claims.

Asm. Bramnick is also holding a
roundtable on Monday, September
26 at Union County College with
experts in the field related to insur-
ance, cleanup of mold, insurance
coverage issues, and more, and has
offered to meet with residents one-
on-one at his office or on the phone
and help them get their insurance
claims answers received more expe-
ditiously.

“We are trying to rebuild and put
our lives back together as best we
can,” Tom Haddon of Belmont Av-
enue said, and asked for help with
contacting the commissioner of the
Department of Banking and Insur-
ance to be active in getting reim-
bursements from insurance compa-
nies that have been lax in responding
to homeowners’ claims, he said.

The first step of moving on is the
massive cleanup of the water-soaked
debris piled on curbs throughout the
township that began September 6 and
is underway. The township has hired
a private hauler to remove the debris,

Nancy Lubarsky Named
New CSA for Mountainside

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE) held an impromptu meeting
last Thursday night in order to intro-
duce its new chief school adminis-
trator, Nancy Lubarsky, a resident of
Cranford, who was offered and ac-
cepted the position last week. Ms.
Lubarsky will replace the departing
Jeanette Baubles after her unex-
pected resignation in July. Ms.
Lubarsky will also occupy the posi-
tion of principal of the Beechwood
School.

Most recently superintendent of
Bethlehem Township School Dis-
trict in Hunterdon County, Ms.
Lubarsky spoke briefly to the public
at the meeting to address questions
about her training as an educator.
“My bachelor’s degree is in English
education. I have a master’s degree as
a reading specialist and another
master’s degree in administration. My
doctorate is also in English educa-
tion,” she said.

Ms. Lubarsky attended Rutgers
University for her bachelor’s degree
and her doctorate, Montclair State
University for her master’s as a read-
ing specialist and Fairleigh Dickinson
University for her master’s in admin-
istration.

She has over 25 years’ experience
in the education field in various dis-
tricts in New Jersey. “I’ve been a
high-school teacher for about 15
years, then I was a middle-school
teacher and supervisor, then I was an
elementary principal, combined with
my current job…as superintendent.”

She has also worked in the Roselle,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood and Holmdel
school districts.

The BOE offered some specifics
for the new hire. Board President
James Ruban said the contract would

be for three years. Ms. Lubarsky’s
salary was not disclosed, as the con-
tract has not been “inked” yet; how-
ever, according to Mr. Ruban, the
salary figure would be “within the
cap, not at the cap,” saving the finan-
cially-strapped district some funds.

Governor Chris Christie instituted
a salary cap for superintendents
(known as chief school administra-
tors in smaller districts such as
Mountainside) early this year in an
effort to curtail rising expenditures
for school districts in New Jersey.

In addition, the state dramatically
cut the monies it provides to school
districts, forcing them to address their
budget shortfalls more directly.

As covered in previous editions of
The Westfield Leader, a subscription
bus service and a “pay to play” op-
tion for sports and other extra-cur-
ricular activities were introduced to
address budget shortages in
Mountainside, in addition to some
staffing cutbacks.

In an interview with The Leader,
Ms. Lubarsky addressed those con-
cerns. “The budget crisis started in
many towns two years ago with tak-
ing away (of funds) for districts that
are affluent. There’s just less state aid
and not as many entitlement pro-
grams. It will be a challenge to find
other resources. I plan to listen a lot,
and work with the board and help
them prioritize.”

Ms. Lubarsky stated she was eager
to begin working with the students
and parents in the district. “I really
look forward to meeting them, work-
ing with them and getting their input
as we move the district forward.”

The BOE also briefly addressed
the recent slew of resignations from
both the school administration and
the BOE itself.

Board members Mary Beth
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AFTERMATH…A Cranford Town Hall meeting was held September 15 at the
Cranford High School to discuss FEMA, the effects of the flood resulting from
Hurricane Irene.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
THUNDER THIGHS...Harley’s Angel 2011 poses at the start of the Rolling
Thunder motorcycle ride on Sunday from Warinanco Park.
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NEW HIRE…Mountainside’s new Chief School Administrator, Nancy Lubarsky,
left,  addresses the crowd at the board of education meeting held last week.
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ONE WAY OR ANOTHER...Debra Harry, lead singer of the rock group Blondie, performs at the Union County Fair and
MusicFest held last weekend at Oak Ridge Park in Clark.

Westfield Council Approves
Halloween Parade Revival

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – For the first time
since being appointed to the position
last month, Acting Mayor JoAnn
Neylan led the Westfield Town
Council’s public and conference ses-
sions Tuesday night.

The council held a brief special
public meeting to pass two resolu-
tions which allow the town to submit
grant applications to the state depart-
ment of transportation for road pav-
ing. The town will be applying for
two roads, North Euclid Avenue and
Woodland Avenue (from East Broad
Street to Kimball Avenue).

In past years, the town has only

been granted a single project per year.
Town Administrator Jim Gildea told
the council that of the two, Woodland
is the first priority to be completed.

During their regular conference
session, the council approved a re-
quest from the Optimist Club to re-
vive the Halloween parade. The pa-
rade, which has not been run in the
past few years, will be held on Octo-
ber 30. It will start at the Elm Street
Field and continue into the down-
town.

“It’s a nice event to reinstate,” Mr.
Gildea said. He added that the event
would be run in conjunction with the
Downtown Westfield Corporation’s
downtown trick or treat event.

Mr. Gildea also informed the coun-
cil that they would likely have a reso-
lution on their agenda next week to
award a contract for the installation
of video systems in the police cars.
He said that resolutions would also
be set to act on regarding the demoli-
tion of a single family home at 1249
Prospect Street and the old
Samantha’s restaurant at 440 North
Avenue. The property on North Av-
enue recently garnered planning
board approval for a new office build-
ing; see the related story at
www.goleader.com/11jul14/11jul14.

At next week’s meeting, the coun-
cil is set to approve the refund of a tax
overpayment in the amount of
$19,351 pursuant the tax court of
New Jersey for 109 East Broad Street
owned by Al Spector, LLC.

The council is also expected to
vote to release a performance bond in
the amount of $119,196 to
Buontempo Properties, as all the work
in the public right of way related to
construction at 254 Seneca Place is
now complete.

It is also anticipated that the coun-
cil will approve a change order for
the cost of town wide thermoplastic
striping. Due to the need for addi-
tional work items and more materials
than anticipated the price of the con-
tract is rising by $8,737, bringing the
total to $142,787.

At the end of the brief meeting, the
council went into closed session with
special counsel Robert Cockren to
discuss the matter of Fairview Cem-
etery versus the Town of Westfield.
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