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GREEN RUSHES FOR 2 TOUCHDOWNS, CHRISTIANO 1 TD; KLIMEK, DIAZ RULE DEFENSE

Cougars Rock ALJ Crusaders in Football Home Opener, 21-6
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

Junior Reggie Green appeared
to adjust quite well to his new
position as quarterback, and the
defense did what was expected
as the Cranford High School foot-
ball team rolled to a 21-6 victory
over the A.L. Johnson Crusaders
at Memorial Field in Cranford on
September 9.

Green was able to quickly iden-
tify the openings and gobbled up
142 yards on 17 carries, which
included touchdown (TD) runs of
eight yards and 35 yards, re-
spectively. He also had a 34-
yard sprint that helped set up his
first TD.

“I was seeing on the draw plays
that the middle was wide open.
My back, JP Christiano, did a
good job of making a hole for
me, so I could go through and
get good yardage on it,” Green
explained. “I run a lot in track,
and that helps me a lot for foot-
ball.”

Christiano, a senior tailback,
made some noise with an 18-
yard TD run for the 1-0 Cougars’
first score, which was set up by
senior Eric Garguilo’s 33-yard
punt return in the first quarter.

“We have been working a lot in
practice keeping my feet up. I
mean I tripped a little bit in pre-
season, but I got to keep my

knees high. Keep running. [Ryan]
Bryson had a really nice block
downfield. I just took it to the

outside and got to the corner,”
said Christiano, who predicted,
“There is going to be many more

like this. We are going to win a lot
of games this year.”

The Cougars finished with 209

yards rushing on 27 carries.
Green passed four times, com-
pleting one to Ryan Williamson,

which was good for two yards. He
was intercepted once. Senior run-
ning back Chris Witwick had four
carries for 32 yards, junior Jimmy
Dwyer had a nine-yard rush, and
Adham McGuire carried twice for

six yards.
The Cougars’ veteran defense,

which included linebackers Mike
Klimek and Nick Diaz – both con-
cealing their neatly trimmed
Mohawks – and defensive line-
men Chris Fulinosz and TJ Nichols
battered the Crusaders’ running
game, which totaled 65 yards on
20 carries in the first half and 37
yards on 10 carries in the second
half. Klimek and Diaz each re-
corded a pair of sacks.

“During pre-season, coach [Erik
Rosenmeier] said defense was
going to be our backbone. Last
year, we started something with
great defense. An example was
the Summit game. We were
physical. Even though we lost,”
said Klimek, who added, “They
[ALJ] had a new offense coming
in, and we had to be the back-
bone. The effort was there. We
were all on our assignments to-
day. We were killing them up
front. Controlling the line of scrim-
mage is important.”

“The defense played really well.
During practice the drill team
gave us a good look of how their
offense was going to do and how
our defense was going to capital-
ize on it. Klimek and Fulinosz did
really good,” Green added.

Concerns about the kicking
team seemed to evaporate when
sophomore Troy Kettler nailed
all three of his extra points and
the kickoffs were deep into Cru-
sader territory, but especially,
when Williamson boomed an 80-
yard punt into the Crusader end
zone in the first quarter.

After Garguilo’s 33-yard punt
return gave the Cougars posses-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BRINGING DOWN A CRUSADER…Cougars Mike Klimek, No. 57,  Anthony DaSilva, No. 34, and Nick Diaz, No. 41,
bring down Crusader running back John Caliguire. Cranford rocked ALJ, 21-6, on September 9.
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Student Artwork On Display

In UCC’s Tomasulo Gallery
CRANFORD – From now

through October 15, the exhibi-
tion “Digital Images: A Student
Perspective” will be on display in
the Tomasulo Gallery located on
the first floor of the MacKay
Library on the Cranford campus
of Union County College. This
exhibition is a display of se-
lected works designed in the
spring 2011 semester by Union
County College students in
“Communication 212: Multime-
dia Development II”.

The opening reception will be
held at 4:30 p.m. on Thursday,
September 8. The following stu-
dents have work in the exhibit:
Sam Alpert of Cranford, Vince
DeLuca of Rahway, Jose Herrera
and Gerald Miranda of Elizabeth,

Pajtim Nikovic of Kenilworth,
Phillip Uhlig of Westfield, and
Juan Jacobo Yarce-Velez of Sum-
mit.

The students produced mul-
tiple impressive works of art.
The class achieved incredible
success with Adobe Photoshop
and Illustrator when given an
endless supply of technical ad-
vice and complete creative con-
trol in open-ended assignments
designed to produce individual-
ized results.

Over the course of the
semester, the students were
given multiple assignments to
complete using any tools they
chose to employ in either
Photoshop or Illustrator. The
results were varied, unique, and
unexpected in several cases, but
always incredibly detailed and
original. From Ad-Busters to self-
portraits, the students’
assignments were always multi-
faceted, complex and open-
ended in order to have the
students learn about the
programs they were using, the
way work is done in the modern
graphic design industry, and
aspects of their own individuality.
This method of teaching was
used to help them grow into a
professional level graphic
designer, and it proved to be
unequivocally successful.

Union County College’s
Cranford campus is located at
1033 Springfield Avenue. Gal-
lery hours are Monday through
Thursday from 1 to 4 p.m., Tues-
day through Thursday from 6 to
9 p.m. and Saturday from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 709-7155 or
go to www.ucc.edu/go/TomArt.

Multimedia work by Vincent
DeLuca, self-portrait – Chaostree

Arthur J. Palmer, 87, of
Amherst, N.H. died peacefully on
Tuesday, August 30, 2011, at
the Community Hospice House
in Merrimack, N.H.

Art was born in New York City
on July 26, 1924 to Swedish im-
migrants Charlotte (Carlson) and
Charles J. Palmer. He was vale-
dictorian of the Stuyvesant High
School Class of 1941. During
World War II he served in the
Army Air Corps as a P-47 Thun-
derbolt pilot and was shot down
while flying a mission in the
Haute-Saône region of France.
Local farmers and members of
the resistance removed him from
his plane, cared for him and hid
him until he could rejoin his
squadron. He returned to France
in 2002 and was reunited with
nearly everyone who aided in his
rescue. In 2010, a street in La
Résie-Saint-Martin was named
in his honor.

Art graduated from the New
York University School of Engi-
neering in 1949 and also studied
at the M.I.T. Center for Advanced
Engineering. He was a member of
Pi Tau Sigma, the International

Mechanical Engineering Honor
Society. For 35 years he was
employed as a mechanical engi-
neer at Esso/Exxon Research and
Engineering, specializing in pip-
ing and LNG tank design. Prior to
moving to Amherst five years ago,
he resided with his wife, Kay, in
Westfield, N.J. for 53 years.

An avid traveler, he had visited
all 50 states and every continent
except Antarctica. Art enjoyed
golf and learned to ski at Mount
Sunapee in 1967. Reading,
watching the Red Sox and at-
tending Forever Fit classes at
Hampshire Hills were some of his
favorite activities.

He will be greatly missed by his
wide circle of friends and his
loving family, his daughter and
son-in-law, Katherine and Craig
Richardson of Amherst, N.H.; son
and daughter-in-law, John
Palmer and Martha Fischer of
Niwot, Colo.; granddaughters,
Sarah and Emily Richardson;
grandson, Evan Palmer; brother,
Len Palmer of Cranford, N.J.;
sister and brother-in-law, Lee
and Al Acker of Merrick, N.Y.;
brother and sister-in-law, Ed and

CRANFORD - On Saturday,
September 17, Cranford Family
Care will host Rising Above - A
Musical Celebration of Hope. The
community is asked to come
together to help those in
Cranford who were devastated
by Hurricane Irene. All proceeds
will go to Cranford Family Care
Hurricane Relief Fund.

The event will be held at
Cranford High School,  201 West
End Place and begins 6:30 p.m..

Tickets are $20 in advance and
$25 at the door The night will
feature musical performances
by local talent and a Tricky Tray

For tickets, contact Ginger
Burd at gburd2@verizon.net or
(908) 272-4315 Tickets can also
be purchased at Cougar Head-
quarters, 415 Centennial Ave,
(908) 497-9900 and at Cranford
High School in the mail office.
Checks should be made pay-
able to Cranford Family Care.

A Musical Celebration of

Hope to Help Flood Victims

CF to Hold Special

Meeting Tonight
CRANFORD – Township Mayor

Dan Aschenbach is inviting resi-
dents to attend a Town Hall meet-
ing tonight, September 15, at
7:30 p.m. to discuss several im-
portant topics, particularly those
related to Hurricane Irene. The
meeting will be held at Cranford
High School.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-
21, Westfield) will be in atten-
dance and Governor Chris Christie
has been invited. Meeting topics
include: township pre-storm emer-
gency planning and post storm
response to Irene and important
post storm updates and planning;
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) mitigation pro-
posal; Phase 5 Express Sewer and
Pump Station; expanded Lenape
basin storage capacity; raising
dikes on Riverside Drive and Bluff
Street and availlable federal, state
and county funding, and a Mayor’s
Task Force to focus on flood miti-
gation. There will also be an op-
portunity to discuss the proposed
Birchwood Avenue Development.

Arthur J. Palmer, 87, Mech. Engineer; Street Named for Him in France

Marion Palmer of Montvale, N.J.,
and numerous nieces, nephews
and cousins. He was predeceased
by his wife of 59 years, Katherine
P. Palmer, and his daughter,
Nancy L. Palmer.

A memorial service and cel-
ebration of his life will be held on
Saturday, September 17, at 1
p.m. at the Messiah Lutheran
Church, 303 Route 101, Amherst,
N.H. His ashes will be interred in
the church’s memorial garden.

Donations in his memory may
be made to Messiah Lutheran
Church, where he was an active
member, or to the Community
Hospice House in Merrimack, N.H.

September 15, 2011

– Obituary –
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Garwood Reviews Hurricane Damage; Considers Underpass Generators
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The borough incurred
in excess of $75,000 in expenses due to
Hurricane Irene, Borough Council Build-
ings and Grounds Committee Chairman
Victor DeFilippo reported Tuesday night.
Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma said
that the borough would seek reimburse-
ment from its insurance company and the
Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA).

Councilman DeFilippo said trees took
out power lines and pulled up sidewalks,
and the cleanup of the trees cost $3,200.
Laptops at the police department were
destroyed costing approximately $6,000
to replace. It is also estimated to cost in
excess of $1,000 to haul out damaged
goods from flooded basements.

The municipal building, pump sta-
tion and underpass on Center Street, as
well as North and South Avenue busi-
nesses, were without power for one week.

Included in the recommendation be-
ing written up is a generator for the pump
station. Since it was flooded, Council-
man DeFilippo said, access was not avail-
able to connect a portable generator.

“Our hearts go out to our neighbor
Cranford,” Councilman DeFilippo said.

With Cranford’s severe flooding, first
and second graders from Brookside El-
ementary School are being displaced to
Garwood’s Washington School. Mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi said the township is
using three classrooms there. Cranford is
paying for the insurance and expenses,
but currently is not being charged a fee to
use the space. A contract was signed that
stated that Cranford would pay $1 for use
of the space, the mayor said. Cranford has
discussed the possibility of using the
borough’s crossing guards and police,
and should they move forward Ms.
Ariemma said Cranford would need to
pay for those services.

The mayor said the Garwood Fire
Department pumped out water from 40
houses in the borough. The mayor said
three borough trees fell and the borough
incurred minimal flooding. No homes
were condemned and there were no evacu-
ations, she told The Westfield Leader.

Fire Committee Chairman Lou

Petruzzelli said that 43 of 53 incidents
this month that the Fire Department tended
to were the result of Irene.

Streets and Roads Committee Chair-
man Timothy Hak said the borough’s
street sweeper was lent to Cranford to
help in the township’s effort to clean up
after the hurricane. He also said some
preventive sewer treatments are being
performed this week.

Prior to the meeting, the mayor swore
in new police sergeants Douglas Stoffer,
Samuel Rocco and James Wright.

Former mayor Dennis McCarthy
asked about the recent roadwork com-
pleted by the Department of Transporta-
tion on the underpass on Center Street,
noting that it looked like a spot in the
work was not done properly and he
thought the paved area may come up.

Resident Angelo Alimonti asked why
the problem with the underpass flooding
was not rectified. Mayor Quattrocchi said
that during Hurricane Irene power went
out causing the electric pump to go out,
and the borough does not have a genera-
tor. She said the borough is looking into
getting backup power, calling the flood-
ing of the underpass a “safety issue.”

Municipal Engineer Donald
Guarriello said the two manholes that are
not level with the street on 3rd Avenue
and Gallows Hill Road are being looked
into. He also reported that the Willow
Avenue utility problems are being ad-
dressed this week and the next. The Cen-
ter Street project is underway, he said,
and noted that the pipes are not sealed and
need to be to ensure the water does not
freeze in the winter.

Municipal attorney Joseph Triarsi said
he is scheduled to meet with Superior
Court Judge Karen Cassidy this month to
discuss proceedings on the lawsuit pre-
sented by The Pointe at Garwood, which
filed a lawsuit earlier this year for pay-
ment of snowplowing services, lighting
and cleaning, etc.

During public comment of the meet-
ing, resident Bill Nierstedt opposed the
ordinance for a bulk waste program. He
said taxpayers are paying for the salaries
of Department of Public Works (DPW)
workers to haul the bulk when the work-
ers time could be better used elsewhere,
as well as the wear and tear on the DPW

trucks. He said the work should be done
by a private hauler. He said the council
needs to “develop a backbone.”

The council voted 5-1 to pass the
ordinance, with Councilman James
Matthieu being opposed. Councilman
Matthieu said from a financial standpoint
he is a “little queasy” with the $55 fee.

 Councilwoman Sara Todisco com-
mented before the vote that she was not in
favor of using DPW staff and vehicles.
“By using our own truck I am concerned

By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Mayor Daniel
Aschenbach, in the wake of Hurricane
Irene but with the storm’s aftermath still
evident, praised the “resilience of our
residents” and said the recovery from the
late August flooding is “one of the most
significant challenges the township has
had to face.”
On Tuesday, at the township committee’s
first regular meeting since the hurricane
resulted in what he estimated will be
more than $3 million in clean-up costs,
the mayor said the municipal
government’s main focus is on the resi-
dents and making certain they recover.
“This is quite a challenge for our commu-
nity,” he stated.
The mayor praised the efforts of the town-
ship department of public works, and
thanked Union County for being a “part-
ner” in the clean-up efforts. Mr.
Aschenbach also lauded the assistance of
Congressman Leonard Lance, who he
termed an “incredible ally for Cranford,”
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick and county
freeholders Alexander Mirabella and
Bette Jean Kowalski. He additionally
thanked neighboring towns, specifically
Union Township, for their assistance.

Mr. Aschenbach said a new program –
the Broom Patrols – will get underway
this weekend “to get glass and other de-
bris out of the streets.” And a task force is
being formed to address matters regard-
ing the municipal building, the first floor
of which was severely damaged by flood-
waters.
At the start of the meeting, Police Chief
Eric Mason provided an overview of re-
covery efforts over the past two weeks.
He said more than 70,000 tons of house-
hold debris is still on the streets, and said
he expects that two rounds of pickups
will be required. The Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) and Small
Business Administration have represen-
tatives at the disaster recovery center that
has been set up at the community center
and is open from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. seven
days a week. Township department heads
were set to meet with FEMA officials
yesterday to discuss recovery efforts.
Chief Mason said the cleanup of the
municipal building’s first floor will last
well into next week, and pointed out that
some township services, such as the mu-
nicipal court, are now located in tempo-
rary trailers set up in the parking lot
behind the building.
Speaking later in the meeting about flood
control efforts to date and in the future,

about injury to our DPW staff,” she said.
Councilman Lou Petruzzelli also said

he did not like using DPW staff. Both
voted in favor of the ordinance.

Residents will pay a $55 fee for up to
750 pounds of bulk waste to be picked up
at their curbside.

Councilman Mathieu said he thought
August’s finance scenario was “depress-
ing,” saying tax collections were flat in
August, year after year. He also reported
that 100 properties were delinquent in

paying their tax bill, resulting in a defi-
ciency of $422,000.

The council also adopted on the con-
sent agenda to appoint former Garwood
policeman, Leonard DiStefano, as zon-
ing code enforcement officer, replacing
former Police Chief William Legg. Mr.
DiStefano will be paid $6,000 a year;
Chief Legg was paid $7,000.

The council also discussed the state’s
recently added Best Practice Inventory
Form, which has asked the borough a list
of questions to determine its efficiency of
operations. Ultimately, should a munici-
pality fail to meet certain criteria, the state
would hold back a percentage of state aid,
Ms. Ariemma said.

Mayor Aschenbach said there would be
“big dollars to fix this problem.” In re-
sponse to a former township engineer’s
long statement criticizing the mayor’s
record on flood control issues over the
past two decades, the mayor defended his
record and the ongoing five-phase flood
control program.
Other members of the township commit-
tee issued similar praise for municipal
employees and township residents. Com-
missioner Mark Dugan called it a “trying
two weeks for everyone” and thanked
police and other public safety personnel
as well as county and state officials and
legislators for their efforts.
Commissioner David Robinson called
the storm’s effects a “community-wide
issue.”
“We’re all hurting,” he said, regardless of
whether individuals were affected by
flooding or not. He praised public em-
ployees as well as neighbors helping those
most affected by water damage.
Deputy Mayor Kevin Campbell praised
the “dedication and hard work” of town-
ship officials. “I can’t commend them
highly enough,” he said. Commissioner
Edward O’Malley similarly lauded town-
ship personnel, some of whom he said
remained on duty even while their own
homes may have been damaged.

Cranford Mayor Cites Flood Among

Most ‘Significant Challenges’

Cranford/Garwood/Area News
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sion on the Crusader 33, a 15-
yard pass interference call placed
the ball on the 18 where
Christiano slanted into the left
corner of the end zone with 4:40
on the clock.

The Cougars’ next score came
on a six-play, 81-yard march,
which ended with Green’s eight-
yard slice to pay dirt with 4:43
remaining in the half.

“At first, I was supposed to go
around the side, but I saw the
hole, and I cut back. It was a
good job on the linemen’s part,”
Green explained.

Garguilo got action starting
quickly by grabbing the opening
kickoff of the second half at the
12 and returning it to midfield. A
15-yard personal foul penalty
placed the ball on the 36 where
Green literally zigzagged his way
to the end zone with only 31

seconds off the clock.
“It was just good blocking. I

saw the hole and I just kept
going. Thanks to my linemen,
there was good blocking and I
got there to score a touchdown.
Sean McGovern made a great
block. He killed the kid and I got
a good hole,” Green explained.

On the Crusaders’ next series,
Green at his cornerback position
intercepted quarterback Lance
Pecina’s pass at the Cougar 31.

The Crusaders’ only TD came
on the first play of the fourth
quarter when Pecina scored on
an 11-yard keeper to cap an 11-
play, 73-yard drive, which in-
cluded a 38-yard reception from
Pecina to Bill Ring.

With less than four minutes
remaining in the game, Diaz
blitzed the quarterback on a
fourth down and extinguished

any opportunity of the Crusaders
getting back into the game.

“That was the straw that broke
the camel’s back,” Klimek said.

“I think we did pretty today. We
did have a little trouble, but I
think we can get by it next week,”
Green said.

The Cougars will host Voorhees
tomorrow, Friday, September 16,
at 7 p.m.

AL Johns on 0 0 0 6 6
Cranford 7 7 7 0 21

Cranford Cougar Footballers Rock Arthur L. Johnson Crusaders in Home Opener, 21-6

David  B. Corbin  for The  Wes tfie ld  Leader and The  Times
BREAKING THROUGH FOR THE TD…Cougar JP Christiano, No. 36, breaks through the
Crusader line and scoots for an 18-yard touchdown at Memorial Field in Cranford.

David  B. Corbin  for The  Wes tfie ld  Leader and The  Tim es
SINGING WITH FEELING…Cranford High School student Cara Costa sang “America” and “The
Stars Spangled Banner” with feeling prior to the start of the Cranford/ALJ football game.

David  B. Corbin  for The  Wes tfie ld  Leader and The  Tim es
ENTERTAINING THE FANS…The Cougar cheerleaders perform for the fans
during halftime of the Cranford/ALJ football game at Memorial Field.
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