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Trailside to Offer Hay Rides,
Family Fun Around Campfire

MOUNTAINSIDE – Tickets are
available for autumn evening hay-
rides and fun around the campfire at
Trailside Nature and Science Center
in Mountainside. Sponsored by the
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders, these fun-filled au-
tumn evenings include hayrides,
songs around a campfire led by
singer Jim Rohe, hot chocolate and
marshmallows toasted over the fire.

Tickets for these popular outings
must be purchased in advance. Seat-
ing for the hayrides is limited. Rides
begin at 6:30 p.m. on the evenings
of September 30, October 7, 14, 28;
and November 4.

No tickets will be sold at the
hayrides, so please register early.
The cost is $5 for Union County
residents and $10 for out-of-county
participants.

Jim Rohe is a talented New Jer-
sey musician and storyteller who

performs at grammar schools and
festivals throughout the Garden
State and Pennsylvania. He is a sea-
soned performer whose rapport with
his audience makes each program a
special event.

Tickets can be purchased every
day from noon to 5 p.m. at Trailside
Nature and Science Center, 452
New Providence Road,
Mountainside; or weekdays be-
tween 8:30 a.m. and 4 p.m. at the
Union County Administration
Building, Department of Parks and
Community Renewal, 2nd Floor,
Elizabethtown Plaza at Rahway Av-
enue in Elizabeth.

For further information, call
Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter at (908) 789-3670; or the Union
County Department of Parks and
Community Renewal at (908) 527-
4900; or visit the Union County
website at www.ucnj.org.

Student Artwork On Display
In UCC’s Tomasulo Gallery

Multimedia work by Vincent
DeLuca, self-portrait – Chaostree

CRANFORD – From now through
October 15, the exhibition “Digital
Images: A Student Perspective” will
be on display in the Tomasulo Gal-
lery located on the first floor of the
MacKay Library on the Cranford
campus of Union County College.
This exhibition is a display of se-
lected works designed in the spring
2011 semester by Union County
College students in “Communica-
tion 212: Multimedia Development
II”.

The opening reception will be held
at 4:30 p.m. on Thursday, Septem-
ber 8. The following students have
work in the exhibit: Sam Alpert of
Cranford, Vince DeLuca of Rahway,
Jose Herrera and Gerald Miranda of
Elizabeth, Pajtim Nikovic of
Kenilworth, Phillip Uhlig of
Westfield, and Juan Jacobo Yarce-
Velez of Summit.

The students produced multiple
impressive works of art. The class
achieved incredible success with
Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator
when given an endless supply of
technical advice and complete cre-
ative control in open-ended assign-
ments designed to produce indi-
vidualized results.

Over the course of the semester,
the students were given multiple
assignments to complete using any

tools they chose to employ in either
Photoshop or Illustrator. The results
were varied, unique, and
unexpected in several cases, but
always incredibly detailed and
original. From Ad-Busters to self-
portraits, the students’ assignments
were always multi-faceted, complex
and open-ended in order to have the
students learn about the programs
they were using, the way work is
done in the modern graphic design
industry, and aspects of their own
individuality. This method of
teaching was used to help them grow
into a professional level graphic
designer, and it proved to be
unequivocally successful.

Union County College’s Cranford
campus is located at 1033 Spring-
field Avenue. Gallery hours are
Monday through Thursday from 1
to 4 p.m., Tuesday through Thurs-
day from 6 to 9 p.m. and Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. For more
information, call (908) 709-7155
or go to www.ucc.edu/go/TomArt.

WF Art Association to Host Artist
Bonelli at Meeting September 18

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Art
Association will meet and host a dem-
onstration by artist Paul Bonelli on
Sunday, September 18, from 2 – 4
p.m. This meeting is open to the pub-
lic and will be held in the Community

Room at 425 East Broad Street in
Westfield. The room has a ramp for
the disadvantaged.

Mr. Bonelli was born and raised in
northern New Jersey and now resides
in the shore region. He studied at the

College of William and Mary,
Montclair State University and most
recently at Southern Illinois
University-Carbondale, where he
earned a MFA in printmaking in 1995.

The woodcut print has been his
primary medium of expression for
the past 21 years. The artist’s work
takes inspiration from the world
around him and documents his expe-
rience of the human condition, par-
ticularly where it meets popular cul-
ture. His award winning woodcut
prints have been exhibited in numer-
ous solo and group exhibitions in his
home state, as well as other regions
around the country, and are included
in several important print collections.

In addition to his position as an
adjunct professor of art at Kean Uni-
versity in Union, and as an adjunct
assistant professor at Ocean County
College in Toms River, the artist has
demonstrated his art and techniques
at colleges and art centers around the
country and at the Printmaking Cen-
ter of New Jersey.

Paul Bonelli — Boardwalk Food

Paul Bonelli — Ecclesiastes Idle
Hands

Union County Fair
and MusicFest
 September 14 —

Sunday, September 18
***

Oak Ridge Park, Clark
Admission is free.

IN HIS MEMORY…Lukas Glasser reads a poem as his brother, Dylan, looks on at
the Westfield Symphony Orchestra’s 9/11 Commemorative Concert sponsored by
The Thomas Glasser Foundation held Saturday night at The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield. The boys father, Thomas Glasser, lost his life in the 9/11 tragedy.

WSO 9/11 Concert Proved to be
Patriotic, Inspirational, Emotional

By BARBARA THOMSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD - The Westfield
Symphony Orchestra performed a
patriotic 9/11 memorial concert en-
titled “America the Brave” at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield
on Saturday. The program featured
a combination of appropriate mu-
sic and readings, and the large au-
dience was clearly moved to tears
on several occasions.

The WSO concerts always start
with the audience singing The Star
Spangled Banner, but on this
evening it seemed more meaning-
ful than usual. The “official” begin-
ning of the program was Aaron
Copland’s rousing Fanfare for the
Common Man, scored for eleven
brass instruments and percussion.

Written to stir patriotic fervor at the
beginning of WW II, it remains an
important piece of Americana by a
leading American composer.

This was followed by a work
voted by BBC listeners as “the sad-
dest music in the world” – Ameri-
can Samuel Barber’s elegiac Ada-
gio for Strings - indeed one of the
most beautiful and heart-wrench-
ing pieces of music ever written.
Growing slowly from a single line
of music, it ascends higher and
higher until the strings are virtually
screaming in anguish. After a dra-
matic pause it ebbs quietly away
leaving the listener both drained
and enriched. Its performance was
perfect for this occasion.

Beethoven’s Leonora Overture
No. 3 was next, and some might

wonder what relevance it had to the
evening.  It is an overture to
Beethoven’s only opera, Fidelio,
which is a work about freedom and
justice in stormy political times –
certainly a parallel to the ideals of
the American dream. More than just
an overture, it is a free-standing
symphonic movement full of
Beethoven’s dramatic contrasts,
both brooding and triumphant, re-
strained and impassioned.  It worked
well as a contrast to the Barber.

The first half concluded with a
lush arrangement of the song that
has come to be most associated with
9/11 – Irving Berlin’s God Bless
America.  Featured at thousands of
memorial services across the coun-
try and the world, it was sung here
first by a chorus of young people
from the Westfield schools, and later
by the entire audience, providing
the emotional high point of the
evening.  There were few dry eyes
in the house.

The final work on the program
was Czech composer Antonin
Dvorak’s famed Symphony No. 9 –
From the New World. Dvorak
worked in the United States for some
years in the late 1880s, and wrote
this large piece both as an homage
to America and as an effort to incor-
porate what he considered native
American music into the symphonic
lexicon. The result was this color-
ful, dramatic work which has been
a popular favorite ever since its
premiere in 1893.

A number of dramatic readings
were interspersed throughout the pro-
gram. Kimberly Benou, from the
Westfield United Fund, read Emily
Dickinson’s famous poem, “Follow-
ing Great Pain”; Dylan Glasser, son
of 9/11 victim Thomas Glasser, read
the touching “The Gift” - a poem by
Li-Young Lee about his father;
Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
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