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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

‘Apollo 18’
Count it Out

1 and ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Director Gonzalo López-Gallego’s
“Apollo 18,” a purported exposé ex-
plaining why the U.S. never revisited
the moon after Apollo 17, had me
miffed. Why is it that folks are for-
ever discovering film footage of a
conspiratorial nature, whereas no one
ever finds some sort of lost document
proving that I am in fact the true heir
to a European throne?

It pretty much works in reverse for
celebrities who contend they were
someone else in a previous life. They
were never Max, a poor shoemaker in
Minsk. Nope, dollars to donuts they
were Attila the Hun or some other
historical figure. Sensationalism sells.
And let’s face it. Some people just
like to be bamboozled. Our economy
pretty much depends on it.

Hence, a mere film critic with no
royal lineage—at least not yet - I
trudged to work and ventured a look
at this latest entry in the faux footage
genre. But right from the get-go it’s
apparent that neither the director nor
the Weinstein Company behind him
was playing this charade all the way.
And it just doesn’t work if you don’t
really believe it’s true.

Artistically, parts of the sham are
rather impressive. While NASA buffs
could easily pick apart a slew of in-
consistencies, to the layperson the
jargon and sociology surrounding the
three astronauts picked for this hush,
hush mission to the moon is convinc-
ing enough. But then, acceding to
that is essentially an outer space ver-
sion of humming the scenery.

The thing is, it’s supposed to suck
you deep enough into its bogus atmo-
sphere so it can then launch its sec-
ond stage and turn into a horror
film...but without ever admitting it.
In this regard, I confess to lift-off on
one particularly surprising
occasion…sort of a lunar version of
the cat jumping on the window sill
and making the shade wind clatter-
ingly.

Otherwise, rather wound myself in
spoilsport mode, ever vigilant of what
hocus-pocus might be perpetrated on
me, my concentration was on the
process. It is filmed well…a combi-
nation of black and white and color
frames perhaps purchased wholesale
at the film store if, alas, not found. If
it were salvaged, it sure was kept in
good condition.

And yeah, the reason there’s so
much of it and shot from so many
angles is, of course, because docu-
mentation from multiple cameras was
deemed necessary for this Defense
Department operation. It reminds me
of the explanation one pundit gave

when asked how they broadcast the
first moon landing: The camera crew
went up a week before to set up.

In any case, strip “The Emperor’s
New Clothes” ploy from the produc-
tion and it’s pretty much your usual
outer space adventure yarn, only less.
Once on the mass of green cheese,
our guys make a few scary discover-
ies. And naturally that leads to lots of
consternation, cursing, occasional
screaming and, you’ll be proud to
know, much valiant endeavor.

Point of disclosure: I don’t much
care for conspiracies, fictional or ac-
tual. It’s a creepy subject and, more
often than not, unfeasible. Have you
ever tried to get five pals together for
lunch, let alone convince a whole
government agency to stay mum on a
secret sojourn to the moon? But to
iterate, there’s bunches of people who
thrive on believing lies.

It’s part of the P.T. Barnum thing
about a sucker being born every
minute. What Mr. Barnum under-
stood better than most is that, despite
their better judgment, humans want
to think there’s more to things than
there really is. And so, even with
modern science working at break-
neck speed to address that yearning,
the mythical tale is alive and well.

But lovers of a good conspiracy
need be careful if they wish to main-
tain their integrity and consistency as
full-fledged believers in life’s big
backroom deal. They’ll need to pick
and choose. I mean, if they subscribe
to the theory that Apollo 11 really
took place on a Hollywood sound
stage, it would take some nutty ratio-
nalization to also buy into this.

The other film consumer we have
to protect is the horror fiend. Because
perhaps there just isn’t enough lurid-
ness in the news, and movie compa-
nies simply can’t pump out enough
blood, guts and devastation to please
them, they might resort to “Apollo
18” for a temporary fix, even if they
don’t buy into the premise. They’ll
be disappointed.

My screen door test affirms it. Af-
ter I see a real bloodcurdler, there is
an eerie quietness in my backyard,
allowing me to hear every little sound
as I walk up the driveway: leaves
rustle, a dog barks in the distance, an
unseen animal scrambles in the un-
derbrush. But most telling is if the
screen door creaks. Then the movie
was really scary. No creak here.

…
 “Apollo 18,” rated PG-13, is a

Weinstein Company release directed
by Gonzalo López -Gallego and stars
Warren Christie, Lloyd Owen and
Ryan Robbins. Running time: 88
minutes

Chansonettes Of WF Begin
Rehearsal; Seek Members

WESTFIELD - The Chansonettes
of Westfield seeks new voices as they
begin rehearsing for their winter con-
cert tour entitled “Holiday Magic.”
The group is currently looking for
new members who enjoy singing and
gathering with friends.

The group will be performing this
December at several locations includ-
ing The Chelsea at Fanwood, Spring
Meadows in Summit, Chelsea War-
ren and Runnells Specialized Hospi-
tal. The program will feature songs
celebrating the magic of the winter
holidays including “Jingle Bells
Through the Ages,” “A Merry
Magdrigal,” “It’s a Hanukkah Song,”
and “Calypso Noel.”

The Chansonettes, an all women’s
singing group in existence for over
60 years, performs a holiday concert
series in December and a spring con-
cert series in May of each year. The
women rehearse once a week on
Wednesday nights at The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield located on
Mountain Avenue under the direc-
tion of Jean Schork and accompa-
nied by Mel Freda.

Anyone needing more informa-
tion regarding upcoming concerts,
interested in joining the group or
booking a future concert may call
Presidents, Jackie Costello at (908)
789-5819 or Amy Herrington at
(908) 317-5910.

Help WF Community Band
Win $25,000 Grant

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Band is in the running
for a $25,000 Pepsi Refresh Grant.
It is hoped that both band members
and the community can use the
money to continue funding the band
for many more years of enjoyment.

But before the band and the com-
munity can celebrate, the help of
the entire Westfield community is
needed. Go to the Pepsi Refresh
website at refresheverything.com
and search for the Westfield Com-
munity Band and vote! Recast your
vote everyday.

The Westfield Community Con-
cert Band is among the longest
standing community bands in the
United States with continual play-
ing since 1912. While its principal
role is that of an artistic music en-
semble, it does also provide a more
utilitarian role for the community
through events such as parades, the
annual Christmas tree lighting fes-
tivities and other local events.

The primary purposes for the en-
semble as an artistic ensemble are
three fold. First, the community

concert band is a non-professional
musical ensemble comprised of
adult musicians from Westfield and
neighboring communities who have
demonstrated both a strong interest
and proficiency as instrumental mu-
sicians as well as a great interest in
continuing to enjoy and improve
their musical skills through perfor-
mance of the highest standards.

Secondly, to preserve the rich
heritage that community bands and
quality wind band literature, both
original and transcriptions, have
long provided to communities
throughout the United State and
across the globe. Finally, to enrich,
educate, and entertain the general
public through live performances
as well as to provide a source of
cultural pride for the citizens of
Westfield. The Westfield Commu-
nity Band encourages the entire area
to help support live music in the
communities and thanks the com-
munity for its ongoing support.

For further information, please
contact the band at
info@westfieldcommunityband.com.

Westfield Community Band

Five Days of Fun at the UC
Fair Featuring MusicFest

UNION COUNTY – Exciting new
acts and new attractions have been
added to the annual Union County
Fair featuring MusicFest, Union
County’s five-day celebration of great
free outdoor music combined with all
the fun and flair of a traditional county
fair. Free MusicFest shows are sched-
uled on all five days of the Union
County Fair, from Wednesday, Sep-
tember 14, to Sunday, September 18,
at Oak Ridge Park in Clark.

The MusicFest headliner this year
is Blondie, the pop powerhouse fronted
by golden-voiced Deborah Harry, per-
forming on Saturday night. Other high-
lights include Live’s Ed Kowalczyk
and Collective Soul on Friday night,
Mike Peters of The Alarm and Neon
Trees on Saturday, and New Jersey
and local bands performing through-
out the five-day event.

Also in the lineup are cult favorites
Toad the Wet Sprocket, New Jersey’s
own Nicole Atkins and the Black
Sea, and the amazing Paul Rodgers,
voice of the legendary rock band Bad
Company.

Sunday is New Jersey Family Day at
the County Fair, with a full slate of New
Jersey and local performers on all stages

including The Smithereens featuring
Union County’s own Pat DiNizio, a
Springsteen tribute by School of Rock
All-Stars, and headliner Southside
Johnny and the Asbury Jukes.

Also part of the Jersey Day festivi-
ties is the Classic Car Show featuring
the famed Batmobile.

This year, MusicFest also features
up-and-coming young local musi-
cians from the School of Rock on
Friday, Saturday and Sunday.

Carnival rides, food and craft ven-
dors, displays by local businesses,
Kid’s Kingdom child-friendly mu-
sic, activities and crafts, and a “Green
Village” for fun environmental edu-
cation and art round out the attrac-
tions, along with the Hell on Wheels
BMX daredevils.

The Green Village includes eye-
popping recycled art, educational dis-
plays, and the DJ Lab featuring a
dance floor illuminated with high
efficiency LED lights.

The Rutgers Cooperative Extension
of Union County will host a large tent
packed with fun and informative ac-
tivities including a free rain barrel
raffle, cooking demonstrations, gar-
dening tips, children’s workshops and
the Second Annual Harvest Contest.

All entries in the Harvest Contest
get a participation ribbon, and prizes
go to the heaviest tomato, heaviest
zucchini, strangest looking vegetable,
best character made from vegetables,
and best quick bread.

For all Union County Fair infor-
mation including MusicFest and in-
structions for entering the Harvest
Contest, visit theucfair.org,
ucmusicfest.org, or facebook.com/
musicfest, or follow ucnjmusicfest
on Twitter.

Teen Arts Exhibit on Display
At Les Malamut Gallery

UNION – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is
pleased to announce that the 2011
Teen Arts Traveling Exhibit is on
display at Les Malamut Gallery lo-
cated in the lower level of the Union
Public Library, 1980 Morris Avenue
in Union. The art work is on display
through October 14 during regular
library hours. For more information
on the gallery, please visit
lesmalamutartgallery.web.officelive.com.

The exhibit consists of 53 pieces
of art selected from more than 700
visual art works shown at the 2011

Union County Teen Arts Festival
held in March at Union County Col-
lege in Cranford. The annual event
is administered by the Office of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs in the
Union County Department of Parks
and Community Renewal.

For information about the Teen
Arts program, contact the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs at 633 Pearl Street, Eliza-
beth 07202; telephone (908) 558-
2550. NJ Relay service users should
call 711 or email
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

Meet and Greet With Author
Kevin “Moon” Mullin

WESTFIELD - The Town Book
Store in Westfield will host a Meet
and Greet with Kevin “Moon”
Mullin, author of “Student Athletes,
A Guide for the Future” on Satur-
day, September 17, from 2-4 p.m.

Mr. Mullin is the CEO of LEAP
Executive Consulting, a manage-
ment consulting firm specializing in
leadership effectiveness coaching.
Many principles of leadership that
Mr. Mullin teaches his executive cli-
ents have their roots in his accom-
plished student athletic career. Mr.
Mullin was drafted by the NBA’s
Boston Celtics and went on to play
professional basketball in Europe.

Playing for Hall of Fame basket-
ball coach Pete Carril at Princeton
University, he was named All-
American Honorable Mention, All
Ivy League, and was the leading
scorer in the 1984 NCAA basket-
ball tournament. In the history of
the Ivy League, the player to score
the most points in an NCAA Tour-
nament game not named Bill Brad-

ley is Princeton University’s Kevin
“Moon” Mullin.

In his book, Mr. Mullin shares his
timeless and universal lessons from
his accomplished student athletic
career to help student athletes make
good decisions and charter their
course for the future. He is a dy-
namic and gifted public speaker.
Mr. Mullin delivers high impact,
motivational speaking engagements
around the country for student ath-
letes, parents, coaches, and men-
tors. He is a frequent speaker at
high schools, colleges, and univer-
sities. He has also worked with stu-
dent athletes as a high school bas-
ketball coach in public and private
schools.

Meet Kevin Mullin at The Town
Book Store located at 270 East
Broad Street in Westfield (corner of
East Broad and Elmer Streets). If
you are unable to attend this event,
feel free to call The Town Book
Store at (908) 233-3535 to reserve
an autographed copy.

‘Adopt-A-Trail’ Orientation
At Trailside Announced

MOUNTAINSIDE – A meeting for
new Trail Stewards who would like
to “adopt” a section of hiking or
bridle trail is scheduled for Saturday,
September 24, at 8:30 a.m. At that
meeting, potential trail stewards will
be introduced to the Adopt-A-Trail
(AAT) Program and may obtain a
trail assignment. AAT participants
are required to adopt their trail for a
period of at least two years.

Immediately following the orien-
tation meeting for new participants,
the general meeting for all Trail Stew-
ards will be held from 10:45 a.m. to 1
p.m. Topics to be discussed will in-
clude: An update on the new six-mile
History Trail; Reports from farther
afield; Invasive Plant Management;
Maintenance “How-To’s” and other
subjects of interest.

Trail Stewards are expected to re-
move litter, do minor pruning, clear
drainage pipes of debris and re-mark
trails as needed. All Adopt-A-Trail
participants must attend an orienta-
tion meeting and a “general” meeting
each year as well as complete and
submit quarterly report forms.

Both meetings will be held at
Trailside Nature and Science Center,

452 New Providence Road in
Mountainside. Light refreshments
will be provided.

The Adopt-A-Trail program was
implemented in 2001 to complement
Union County’s existing monthly
trail maintenance program. There
are approximately 26 miles of bridle
trails and more than 13 miles of
marked hiking trails that require at-
tention in the Watchung Reservation
and miles of other marked and un-
marked trails in other county parks,
including Lenape Park, Ash Brook
Reservation and Rahway River Park-
way.

Interested persons and trail users
who are not able to make a two-year
AAT commitment are encouraged
to attend one of the monthly trail
work days, usually held on the first
Saturday of the month from 9:30
a.m.-12 noon (except in January and
February). No experience is neces-
sary to help out. The next Saturday
Trail Work date is October 1.

Pre-registration for the Orienta-
tion and General AAT meetings and
Saturday Trail Work days is required.
Please call (908) 789-3683 to regis-
ter or obtain additional information.

WF Community Players
Open Season with Squabbles
WESTFIELD –Westfield Com-

munity Players opens its 2011-2012
season with the comedy, Squabbles
by Marshall Karp. The show opens
Saturday, Saturday, October 15, and
runs weekends through October 29.

This family comedy is about Abe
Dreyfus, a cantankerous senior who
lives with his daughter and son-in-
law. Mildred Sloan is an equally
irascible lady who is forced to move
in with her son and daughter-in-
law. This puts Abe and Mildred
under the same roof. These two
people enjoy each other’s company
so much that when they first met at
their children’s wedding, Mildred
threatened Abe with a knife! They
embark on a mission to drive each
other from the house, but their chil-
dren are the only ones thinking of
leaving.

The show is directed by Steve
Lemenille, of Clark, produced by
Kay Macrae, of Westfield and stage

managed by Barbara Ruban, of
Springfield. The cast features Lou
Saverese of Randolph, Debbie
Badal of Mendham, Tim McGowen
of Garwood, Ana Souilos of
Martinsville, Ken Webb of
Fanwood, Russ Ortiz of Iselin and
Linda Correll of Winfield Park.

Continuing the opening night tra-
dition, audience members are in-
vited to a reception with the cast
and crew immediately following the
final curtain.

The theater is located at 1000
North Avenue, Westfield. Tickets
are $20 and can be reserved by
calling the 24-hour tape (908) 232-
1221.

Funding is made possible by the
New Jersey State Council on the
Arts, Department of State, a partner
agency of the National Endowment
of the Arts, through a grant admin-
istered by the Union County Office
of Cultural and heritage Affairs.

F-SP Girl Scouts Slate
Information Meeting
SCOTCH PLAINS – The

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Community
of Girl Scouts will hold an informa-
tional meeting for adults and girls
from kindergarten through 12th grade
interested in joining Girl Scouts. It
will take place on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 20, at 7 p.m. in the cafeteria of
Terrill Middle School, located at 1301
Terrill Road in Scotch Plains.

NEVER FORGET…Chief of Staff to Governor Chris Christie, Richard Bagger,
in pulpit, listens as a choir from Roosevelt Intermediate School in Westfield
performs at the Westfield Symphony Orchestra’s 9/11 Commemorative Concert
held September 10 at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

read from 1 Corinthians: 13, about
love; and Richard Bagger read those
famous words from the Statue of
Liberty, “The New Colossus” by
Emma Lazarus.

Perhaps it was the emotional oc-
casion, perhaps it was the receptive
audience, but the orchestra sounded
particularly good. The audience
seemed exceptionally involved in
the music and the readings, and
sharing the common bond of the
tragedy seemed to bring everyone,
audience and musicians alike, closer
together. It was a fitting and special
memorial to the victims and to the
enduring American spirit.

Clothing Drive Set for
October 1

SCOTCH PLAINS - Union County
Academy for Allied Health Sciences
will hold a Clothing Drive on Satur-
day, October 1, from 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Accepted donations are wearable
clothing, shoes, belts, handbags, lin-
ens, stuffed toys, hard toys.

Hard toys are to be placed in a
cardboard box for easy transport.
These items will be shipped to devel-
oping countries in need. Drop-off is
at the school at 1776 Raritan Road,
Scotch Plains, in front of Baxel Hall.

Please clean out your closets and
support the school and countries that
need help.

If you have any questions, please
call Hilary Araujo 908-789-6451.
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