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Lady Raiders Shut Out Soccer Cougars, 1-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ST. BART’S SOFTBALL LEAGUE CHAMPIONS…St. George defeated St. James, 9-4, for the St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League Championship on Labor Day. Pictured, left to right, are: sitting; Harold Hopler; bottom row: Paul Ross,
Captain Jeff Friedlander, Pete Costello, Bryan Munoz and Ron Labin with son Nicholas; second row, Marty Marks, Nick
Dinizo, Rick Wustefeld, Steve McMahon, Dave Roth, Phil Vellucci, Mark Ragan, Bill McKinney and Don Rinaldo.

LABIN RULES AT SHORTSTOP, HOPLER GETS THREE RBI

Georgies Corral James Gang
For St. Bart’s Crown, 9-4

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Thirty-Three years of St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League
action was concluded after the show-
down between St. George and the
notorious St. “James Gang” for the
championship at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains on Labor Day, Septem-
ber 5. But the tension was indeed
mounting among the members of both
teams, as well as with the spectators,
prior to the game.

“It stinks to be a spectator,” said St.
Joseph pitcher Frank Chupko, who
had been with the league 29 years
and has been in three titles games,
winning one. “One of these teams
[St. James] we beat a few times dur-
ing the season then we lost to them in
extra innings. We had a good team.
We came in first place in our division.
Nice bunch of guys! No big power
hitters but quick defensively. So we
will be crying in our ‘beverage’ right
now. But it’s a good camaraderie.
After this night’s over then we look
forward to draft night to see who is on
your team for next year.”

“We came on strong at the end of
the season, jelled at the right time. We
are 3-0 in the playoffs, and we are
looking to finish it,” St. James cap-
tain Jim Killeen said. “It’s going to be
a tough battle. Jeff [Friedlander –
coach of St George] and I are both
protégés of the great Tom Sherwin
[former player who was in atten-
dance]. He will be watching both of
us and scrutinizing us, so we are both
nervous.”

As to his title game experience, he
said, “As a player, I am 1-1. As a
coach, this is my first appearance.
Killeen noted that he won a title while
playing for St. Patrick’s and Jack

Kennedy was the coach.
“This is my second [championship

game]. I lost two years ago,” said
Friedlander, who has been with the
league 14 years. “This is my first year
of being captain. It’s been a great
experience with great guys to come
together as a team. It should be a
great game.”

The James Gang scored two runs
in the bottom of the first inning but
soon found out that St. George packed
more ammunition and rolled to a 9-4
victory to seize the 2011 St. Bart’s
League crown.

Throughout the playoffs, fine de-
fensive performances have emerged,
but in this contest for all the marbles,
none of those previous performances
would match the extraordinary per-
formance of St. George shortstop Ron
Labin, who was involved in no less
than 10 putouts. He began with a
diving scoop, which he converted to
a putout, in the second inning. He
was responsible for all three putouts
in the sixth inning and two of the
three putouts in the seventh. And it
seemed only fitting that he would
initiate a double play for the first two
outs in the ninth then finish it off by
grabbing a grounder and firing to
first for the final out.

Labin also went 1-for-2 with two
walks and two RBI, while scoring
once. Harold Hopler rapped a two-
run single and added an RBI sacrifice
fly, while Marty Marks ripped an
RBI single, scored twice and walked
twice. Pete Costello (triple, 2 runs
scored), Nick Dinizo and Mark Ragan
each had two hits.

Craig Burfeindt packed the most
punch for the James Gang with an
RBI triple, and RBI single and an
RBI sac fly. Pitcher Tom Rutkowski

singled in all three of his at-bats, and
Tom Ulichny singled twice and scored
twice. Paul Campanile doubled and
scored twice. Killeen, Dennis Hercel,
Kevin St. Onge and Marty Bernstein
(RBI) each add a single.

After St. James scored their two
runs in the first, St. George tied it in
the second. Bryan Munoz reached
first on an error, Dave Roth singled,
Rick Wustefeld looped an RBI sac fly
and Steve McMahon lofted an RBI
sac fly.

St. George grabbed a 6-2 lead in
the third, when Labin walked with
the bases loaded, Hopler lashed his
two-run single and Munoz slapped
an RBI single. Ironically, St. James
pulled off their two best defensive
plays in that inning, when third
baseman Tom Grycan initiated a sec-
ond-to-first double play and Phil
Appelbaum made a brilliant grab in
right field.

St. James inched a run closer in the
fourth when Burfeindt lined an RBI
single to left, but St. George added a
run in the fifth when Phil Vellucci,
who walked, scored on Marks’ single
to left.

Burfeindt bashed an RBI triple to
center in the seventh to make the
score, 7-4, but Georgies Costello
tripled and Marks was intentionally
walked, then both respectively scored
on Labin’s RBI single and Hopler’s
RBI sac fly.

Rutkowski led off the James’ ninth
with a single then Labin became the
middleman in a second-to-first double
play. Labin then fielded Tom Maher’s
grounder and fired to first for the
game ending out.

“He [Labin] played an unbeliev-
able game,” said Friedlander, who
was abruptly interrupted with a shav-
ing cream pie in the face, inflicted by
teammate Marks.
St. George 024 010 002 9
St. James 200 100 100 4
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COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 x 169

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, September 18th  1-4PM  • 110 Surry Lane
Westfield…New Listing. Pristine 9 room, 4 bedroom, 2 bath home near Tamaques Park and school. Unique open floor plan offers new Master bedroom addition
with tray ceiling, luxurious bath with double sink vanities, oversized shower and deluxe walk-in closet. Newer kitchen with stainless steel appliances and breakfast bar
opens to large family room addition with vaulted ceiling, raised brick hearth fireplace and sliders to paver patio and fenced yard. Living room with bay window, dining
area, play room.  HWD Flrs, large walk-up attic for storage CAC, new Heat, roof and paver driveway. Ready to just move in!      $659,000.

© 2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

NJAR Circle of Excellence Award: 1977-2010
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052
Cell:  (908) 578-8198
Email: Marymachomes@aol.com

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
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RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Fanwood. Tranquil surroundings along the winding path lead to the door of this custom built Colonial residence.  Upon entry, the two story
center hall showcases an angled staircase and loft with palladium window.  Just off the foyer, is a classic living room boasting gleaming
hardwood floors, bay window and premier millwork.  A formal dining room, accented by designer hand-painted walls, will host your most
memorable celebrations.   The 23’ kitchen features Wood Mode cabinetry, granite counters and hardwood flooring.  Enjoy casual meals in
its separate eating area overlooking the spacious outdoor deck through sliding French doors.   Adjacent to the kitchen is the home’s family
room enhanced by exposed beams, surround sound and floor to ceiling, wood-burning fireplace.   A powder room and convenient laundry
complete the first level.  Upstairs offers a main hall bath and three bedrooms, including a master suite with walk-in, outfitted closet and private
full bath.  The serene backyard is a gardener’s paradise…gorgeous specimen plantings, abundant perennials and charming private gazebo grace
the landscape.  Amenities include CAC, security system, lawn sprinklers, two-car attached garage, Marvin windows and Morgan doors.  Close
proximity to NYC commuter transportation, library, shopping and schools.  One of a kind jewel!. Offered at $699,000.

© 2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, September 18th 1-4PM • 50 Tillotson Road

played well defensively. We did what
we wanted to do. The only thing we
didn’t do was put in a few more goals.
We had the opportunities. We just
didn’t cash in. A lot of credit goes to
Cranford and their goalie,” Raider
Head Coach Kevin Ewing said.

The Raiders took six good shots on
goal in the first half, but Cougar goal-
keeper Leah Quinn was there to save
five of them. Her best save in the half
came when she blocked a point-blank
shot off the foot of Salituro, who
received a fine lead from senior for-
ward Sarah Vanbuskirk. Quinn would
add four more saves in the second
half.

In the second half, Raider Christy
Monroy broke through the Cougar
backfield and got off two good shots,
only to have Quinn smother both.
Vanbuskirk slid another nice lead
down the right-center of the field to
forward Lisa Matrale, who needed
another step to get a good angle on
the goal. Katie Harper took a wicked
shot at the goal, but Quinn was there
for the stop.

“We have been working on it in
practice, offensively getting scoring
chances and finishing. It happened
once, and once was enough,” Coach
Ewing said.

Throughout the game, the Raiders
utilized their reserves to give their
starters some breathing time. The
Cougars had several girls on the in-
jury list, leaving veterans Emily Lubin
and Madison Savulich on the field
nearly the entire game.

“Those players are the core of our
team, so if I can have them out there
ready to go, they are going to be out
there on the field. I want them out
there. I want them with the ball at
their foot,” Coach Michewicz ex-
plained.

The Raiders’ offense turned out to
be their best defense, since goalkeeper

Taylor Sebolao needed only to make
one stop late in the game when the
Cougars put on a final offensive.

“We have two good goalies, Taylor
and Meghan Allen. We used Taylor
today, but we have complete faith in
both of them. Our defense is defense
all over the field. I think they had one
shot on goal,” Coach Ewing ex-
plained.

“I think that we were competitive
the entire game. They did not give up,
and they fought until the last second.
We did not give much offensive push
until the last 10 minutes, but we had
the ball down there a few times. We
are going to keep building on that,”
Coach Michewicz said.

Raider PAL Grid Kids Win
Four of Five Games on 9/11
The Scotch Plains Fanwood PAL

opened its 2011 football season with
victories in four of its five games
against Summit on September 11 at
the Scotch Plains Fanwood (SPF)
High School field.

The opening day, which was well
attended, was also marked by the re-
membrance of the 10-year anniver-
sary of the September 11, 2001 terror-
ist attacks. A former SPF High and
PAL player, Joe Ellis (class of 2008),
was home for leave in his role as a
military police officer. Ellis, in his full
uniform, performed each pre-game
coin toss for all five of the games.

A moment of silence was held while
fans were handed small American
flags. Each of the five SPF PAL teams
also charged on to the field carrying
an American flag.

The fourth grade E team, guided
by head coach Vic DiFrancesco,
opened with a four touchdown to

three touchdown victory. Total points
are not calculated on the E level in the
New Jersey Suburban Youth Football
League.

The D team (5th Grade), spear-
headed by head coach Luke Fugett,
followed with a 19-14 victory, one
that came with a touchdown in the
final two minutes against the Summit
Hilltoppers. The Raiders continued
to roll as the C team (6th grade),
which is led by head coach Chris
Aversa, crushed Summit, 32-0.

The A team (8th grade), steered by
head coach Paul Belford, took apart
Summit, 28-14. Summit managed its
lone victory of the day with a 34-20
decision over the B team, (7th grade),
which is coached by head skipper
Shawn Johnson.

Scotch Plains Fanwood continues
its NJSYFL league play with a match-
up with Richmond of Staten Island
this Sunday.

“I think we did pretty good for the
first game of the season. There is
always room for improvement, but it
was a good start,” said Salituro, who
added, “They [Cranford] are very
aggressive in the back.”

The Raiders will face Westfield
today, September 15, at 4 p.m. in
Westfield, while the Cougars will have
a showdown game with rival AL
Johnson on Tuesday, September 20,
at 4 p.m. in Clark.
Cranford 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 1 0 1

Probitas Verus Honos

Probitas Verus Honos
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Embraced by a lovely property with shade giving trees, this 
classic Westfield Colonial glows with hardwood floors, tra-
ditional  moldings, custom built-ins, sun-catching windows 
and lyrical archways. The charming foyer invites you to 
enter this home. Just beyond, the living room with fireplace 
framed by bookcases flows to the formal dining room with 
chair rail and to the kitchen with breakfast area & powder 
room. Enlivened by sunshine, the den complements the first 
floor. Welcoming your family, the second floor offers nicely 
sized bedrooms, one full bath & one half bath and an of-
fice. A basement rec room, deep backyard with patio and a 
near everything location enhance the allure of this home. 
Presented for $595,000.  
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