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Blue Devils’ Gamble Tops Raider Gridders, 17-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Raider one. After a five-yard penalty,
four plays later Jon Gribbin booted
an 18-yard field goal with 6:38 left in
the game. Dugan finished with 68
yards on 14 carries.

“We knew he could run. The scrim-
mages showed that he runs hard. He
runs fast. He did a great job,” Mitchell
said.

The 0-1 Raiders gambled three
times on fourth down and lost the first
two. The second gamble was particu-
larly sour, as Blue Devil linebacker
Nick LaFace, burst through the Raider
line and sacked quarterback Steve
Alleman for a seven-yard loss. The
Raiders’ third gamble on fourth down
worked, but Blue Devil cornerback
Pete Ondi tossed a wrench into their
drive with an interception at the
Westfield eight.

Several dropped passes and a
bungled trick pass play that fell well
short of wide receiver Matt Jegede,
who was wide open, also squelched
Raider drives and also put a lot of
pressure on running back Anthony
Byers (20 rushes, 73 yards). Alleman
completed seven of 15 pass attempts
for 79 yards. Byers had four recep-
tions for 38 yards, Jegede had a 27-

yard reception and Grant Crandall
had one for 12 yards.

“They had forth-and-six. They were
going to punt, and we were offside.
They kept the drive going. We had
two scores [scoring opportunities].
We had passes wide open. We got to
make plays. It is about making plays,
and we didn’t make the plays,” Raider
Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli said.
“We had the opportunities on both of
those plays.”

The Raider line was clearly much
larger, but the Blue Devils’ defense
managed to swarm Byers and prevent
him from making any breakaway runs.

“Coach made it clear that he was
their main guy, that he would cut
back and we had to stay along that
Big Blue [de]fense,” Elliott said.
“We stayed low. We got up under-
neath their pads and drove them
back. We are also in better shape
with all the work we do running and
all the conditioning we do after prac-
tice. We played faster than them
today. Coach [Jim DeSarno] says
play fast, and that is what our ‘D’
line did today.

The Blue Devils’ quickness on the
offensive line also allowed O’Rourke

(14 carries, 52 yards) and Dugan to
make good gains, and allowed
Mitchell (8-15 for 100 yards, 2 TDs)
time to spot his receivers.

“We got under their padding. We
got low. We got enough push for
O’Rourke to get through their line,
and our passing game was clicking
today,” Lanzano said.

In addition to his interception, Ondi
(listed at 5’8”) managed to knock
down several passes intended for the
6’5” Jegede.

“Pete is a game player. Everybody
thinks because they are small, they
can’t defend those big guys, but he is
really athletic. He can jump. He’s
strong, and he can jam up the line,”
Elliott said.

Blue Devil linebacker Pat Johnson
delivered a hard shot that jarred the
ball loose on a pass play to running
back Anthony Lettieri, and Lanzano
deflected a pass.

The Blue Devils will travel to face
Bridgewater-Raritan tomorrow, Sep-
tember 16, at 7 p.m., and the Raiders
will host Rahway at noon on Satur-
day, September 17.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 0 0 0 0
Westfield 7 7 0 3 17

GREEN NETS 2 TDs, CHRISTIANO 1; KLIMEK, DIAZ RULE ‘D’

Cougars Rock ALJ Crusaders
In Football Home Opener, 21-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior Reggie Green appeared to
adjust quite well to his new position
as quarterback, and the defense did
what was expected as the Cranford
High School football team rolled to a
21-6 victory over the A.L. Johnson
Crusaders at Memorial Field in
Cranford on September 9.

Green was able to quickly identify
the openings and gobbled up 142
yards on 17 carries, which included
touchdown (TD) runs of eight yards
and 35 yards, respectively. He also
had a 34-yard sprint that helped set
up his first TD.

“I was seeing on the draw plays
that the middle was wide open. My
back, JP Christiano, did a good job of
making a hole for me, so I could go
through and get good yardage on it,”
Green explained. “I run a lot in track,
and that helps me a lot for football.”

Christiano, a senior tailback, made
some noise with an 18-yard TD run for

the 1-0 Cougars’ first score, which
was set up by senior Eric Garguilo’s
33-yard punt return in the first quarter.

“We have been working a lot in
practice keeping my feet up. I mean I
tripped a little bit in pre-season, but I
got to keep my knees high. Keep
running. [Ryan] Bryson had a really
nice block downfield. I just took it to
the outside and got to the corner,”
said Christiano, who predicted,
“There is going to be many more like
this. We are going to win a lot of
games this year.”

The Cougars finished with 209
yards rushing on 27 carries. Green
passed four times, completing one to
Ryan Williamson, which was good
for two yards. He was intercepted
once. Senior running back Chris
Witwick had four carries for 32 yards,
junior Jimmy Dwyer had a nine-yard
rush, and Adham McGuire carried
twice for six yards.

The Cougars’ veteran defense,
which included linebackers Mike

Klimek and Nick Diaz – both conceal-
ing their neatly trimmed Mohawks –
and defensive linemen Chris Fulinosz
and TJ Nichols battered the Crusad-
ers’ running game, which totaled 65
yards on 20 carries in the first half and
37 yards on 10 carries in the second
half. Klimek and Diaz each recorded a
pair of sacks.

“During pre-season, coach [Erik
Rosenmeier] said defense was going
to be our backbone. Last year, we
started something with great defense.
An example was the Summit game.
We were physical. Even though we
lost,” said Klimek, who added, “They
[ALJ] had a new offense coming in,
and we had to be the backbone. The
effort was there. We were all on our
assignments today. We were killing
them up front. Controlling the line of
scrimmage is important.”

“The defense played really well.
During practice the drill team gave us
a good look of how their offense was
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SCOTCH PLAINS $395,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $680,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $798,500 SCOTCH PLAINS $969,000

CRANFORD $339,000 CRANFORD $399,000 CRANFORD $445,000 CRANFORD $689,900

SCOTCH PLAINS $674,500 WESTFIELD $799,000 WESTFIELD $875,000 WESTFIELD $1,195,000

Beautifully renovated charming bungalow close to town & transport and many updates,
great lndscping & more! DIR: South Aveto S Union to Christopher to Hillcrest.

Legal 2-family home w/3 levels of fabulous living space on wonderful
fenced in property. Close to transport. Ideal setup for In-law.

Custom remodeled home offers great living space w/4 generous bed-
rooms on 2nd floor, 1st floor BR w/walk-in closet & more!

Wonderful CH Colonial in mint condition! Outstanding FR & informal DR addns w/vaulted
ceils. Double width corner lot beautifully lndscaped. MBR w/bath. All generous rms.

NEW PRICE! Immaculate custom Cape w/refinished hwd flrs, newer windows,
interior painted, CAC, lrg updated EIK w/vaulted ceiling & breakfast nook.

Resort-like Sprawling ranch property w/3BR 2.1BA in fabulous neighborhood.Spacious
rooms & easy flow!  DIR: Cooper/Heather/Highlander/Aberdeen.

Beautifully renovated by "Green Builder" Needlepoint Homes w/gour-
met Kitchen, spacious Master & more! DIR: Cooper/Heather/Highlander.

Sprawling home w/large rooms, spacious Kitchen w/breakfast area, beautiful
yard w/ingrnd pool, Masterw/sitting room & more! DIR: Martine to Fenimore.

NEW LISTING! Great one floor living. Lovely home, meticulously maintained.
Prop backs up to town wdlnds. DIR: Martine to Raritan Rd to Winding Brook Way.

Wonderful custom Colonial. Move-in condition! Open floor plan w/living
room/great room, gourmet Kitchen & more! DIR: Rahway Rd to Summit Ct.

Spac Colonial, Fam Rm & cust designed kit add - 03 w/Viking appls, LRw/fpl, Mas-
ter w/full BA, bsmt Rec room , nice yard, convenient locn. DIR: W Dudley to Clark.

Sprawling Indian Forest cust blt Col w/marble foyer, elegant LR w/fpl, ample closet/
storage, incredible property in great locn. DIR: Lawrence/Watchung Fork/Lenape.

Agent: Jill Skibinsky MLS: 2871206 Agent: Anne Weber MLS: 2875241 Agent: Anne Weber MLS: 2873943 Agent: Anne Weber MLS: 2884749

Agent: Lois Berger MLS: 2884080 Agent: Carol Tener MLS: 2877821 Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 2883697 Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 2871359

Agent: Elizabeth Bataille MLS: 2872628 Agent: Elizabeth Bataille MLS: 2876853 Agent: Julie Murphy MLS: 2880038 Agent: Julie Murphy MLS: 2871153

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 9/18 1-4PM
105 Hillcrest Ave

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 9/18 1-4PM
15 Aberdeen Rd

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 9/18 1-4PM
30 Highlander Dr

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 9/18 1-4PM
7 Fenimore Dr

OPEN SUNDAY, 9/18 1-4PM
2010 Winding Brook Way

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 9/18 1-4PM
22 Summit Ct

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 9/18 1-4PM
636 Clark St

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 9/18 1-4PM
719 Lenape Trail

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HAVING A GREAT DAY ON THE FIELD…Blue Devil running back Brendan Dugan, No. 32, rushed for 68 yards in the
second half against the Raiders.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BIG GAINS ON RETURNS…Cougar Eric Garguilo, No. 32, had a punt return for 33 yards and a kickoff return for 38 yards
against the ALJ Crusaders in a 21-6 Cranford win on September 9. See more Cranford football and other sports on
goleader.com   Click Ballyhoo Sports at bottom of page.


